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defilade (defieid) military »n 1 protection provided
by obstacles against enemy crossfire from the rear,
or observation 2 the disposition of defensive
fortifications to produce this protection bvb (tr)
3 to provide protection for by defilade
SETYMOLOGY C19: S€e DE-, ENFILADE ‘
defile’ (ar'fan) w (tr) 1 to make foul or dirty; pollute
2to tarnish or sully the brightness of; taint; corrupt
3to damage or sully (someone's good name,
Teputation, etc) 4 to make unfit for ceremonial use;
desecrate 5 to violate the chastity of > defilementn
> defilern i
®ETYMOLOGY C14: from earlier defoilen (influenced by
filen to FILE"), from Old French defouler to trample
underfoot, abuse, from pE- + fouler to tread upon;
see FULL?
defile? (di:fail, dr'farl) n 1a narrow pass or gorge,
esp one between two mountains 2 a single file of
soldiers, etc b vb 3 chiefly military to march or cause
to march in'single file i
®ETYMOLOGY c17: from French défilé, from défilerto
file off, from filer to march in a column, from Old
French: to spin, from fil thread, from Latin filum
define (dr'fam) vb (tr) 1to state precisely the
meaning of (words, terms, etc) 2 to describe the
nature, properties, or essential qualities of 3to
determine the boundary or extent of 4 (often passive)
to delineate the form or outline of: the shape of the tree
was clearly defined by'the light behind it 5 to fix with
precision; specify > de'finable adj > defina’bility n
> definably adv > definern
SETYMOLOGY C14: from Old French definer to determine,
from Latin définireto set bounds to; from finire to FINISH
defined-benefit: adj denoting an occupational
pension scheme that guarantees a specified payout,
usuallybased on an employee’s final salary and
years of service. Abbreviation: DB. Also called:
final-salary
definiendum (difinr'enidom) n, pl-da (-da)
something to be defined, esp the term or phrase
to be accounted for in a dictionary entry. Compare
definiens
eETYMOLOGY Latin
definiens (dr'frisnz) n; pldefinientia (dxfinr'enfs)
the word orwords used to define or give an account
of the meaning of another word, as in a dictionary
entry. Compare definiendum )
eETYMoOLOGY Latin:defining
definite (‘defmit) adj 1clearly defined; exact;
explicit 2 having precise limits or:boundaries
3 known for certain; sure: it is definite that they have won
4 botany a denoting a type of growth in which the
main stem ends in a flower, as in a cymose
inflorescence; determinate b (esp of flower parts)
limited or fixed in number in a given species
> 'definiteness n > definitude (drfimrtjuzd) n
SETYMOLOGY ci1s: from Latin définituslimited, distinct;
see DEFINE . :
definite article n grammar a determinerthat
expresses specificity of reference, such as thein
English. Compare indefinite article
definite description n 1adescription thatis
modified by the definite article or a possessive, such
as thewoman inwhite or Rosemary’s baby 2 a similar
plural expression, such as the kings of Scotland
definite integral n maths a the evaluation of the
indefinite integral between two limits,
representing the area between the given function
and the x-axis between these twovalues of x bthe
expression for that function, §* f(x)dx, where f(x) is
the given function and x=gand x= b are the limits
of integration. Where F(x) = [f(x)dx, the indefinite
integral, ° , f(x)dx=F(b)}-F(a) =
definitely (defrmtl) adv 1ina definite manner
2 (sentence modifier) certainly: he said he was coming,
definitely > sentence substitute 3 unquestionably:
used to confirm an assumption by a questioner
definition (dsfrnifan) n 1a formaland concise
statement of the meaning of a word, phrase, etc
2 the act of defining a word, phrase, etc
3 specification of the essential properties of
something, or of the criteria which uniquely
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5 the state or condition of being clearly defined ot
definite 6a measure of the clarity of an optical,

deforest (di:forist) vb (tr) to clear of trees. Also:

disforest > deforestationn > de'forester n

\ misshapen
photographic, or television image as characterized deform (dr'fomm) vb 1 to make or become pe

by its sharpness and contrast > definitional adj

definitive (dr'finitiv) adj 1 serving to decide or settle
finally; conclusive 2 mostreliable, complete, or
authoritative: the definitive reading of a text 3 serving to
define or outline 4 zoology fully developed; complete:
the definitive form of a parasite 5 m (of postage stamps)
permanently onsale b (asnoun) a definitive postage
stamp b n 6 grammar a word indicating specificity
of reference, such as the definite articleora
demonstrative adjective or pronoun > definitively
adv > deffinitiveness n

deflagrate ('deflagreit,'di:-) vb to burn or cause
toburn with great heat and light > defla'grationn

®ETYMOLOGY C18: from Latin déflagrdre, from DE- +
flagrdre to burn

deflate (dr'fleit) vb 1to collapse or cause to collapse
through the release of gas 2 (tr) to take away the
self-esteemn or conceit from 3 economics to cause-
deflation of (an economy, the money supply, etc)
>de'flatorn

®ETYMOLOGY 19! fTom DE- + (IN)FLATE

deflation (dr'fleifen) n 1theact of deflating or state
of being deflated 2 economics a reduction in thelevel
of total spending and economic activity resulting
in lower levels of output, employment, investment,
trade, profits, and prices. Compare disinflation
3 geology the removal of loose rock material, sand,
and dust by the wind >de'flationary adj
> deflationist n, adj

deflationary gap n economics a situation in which
total spending in an economy is insufficient to buy all
the output that can be produced with full employment

deflect (dr'flekt) vb to turnor cause to turn aside
from a course; swerve > deflectorn

®ETYMOLOGY €17: from Latin déflectere, from flectere
tobend

deflection ordeflexion (dr'flekfan) n 1the actof
deflecting or the state of being deflected 2the
amount of deviation 3 the change in direction of
alight beam as it crosses a boundary betweentwo
media with different refractive indexes 4 a deviation
of the indicator of a measuring instrument from its
zero position 5 the movement of a structure or
structural member when subjected to aload
> de'flective adj

deflexed (drflekst, 'dizflekst) adj (of leaves, petals,
etc) bent sharply outwards and downwards

deflocculate (dr'flokju leit) vb (tr) 1to disperse,
forming a colloid or suspension 2 to prevent
flocculation of (a colloid or suspension)
> defloccu'lation n > deflocculantn

defloration (di:flo:rerfen) n the act of deflowering

@ETYMOLOGY C15: from Late Latin déflorati; see pE-,
FLOWER ;

deflower (dir'flaua) vb (tr) 1to deprive of virginity,
esp by rupturing the hymen through sexual
intercourse 2 to despoil of beauty, innocence, etc;
mar; violate 3 to rob or despoil of flowers
>deflowerer n

defo ('defov) interj Britinformal definitely: an expression
of agreement or consent

Defoe (di'fav) n Daniel. 21660-1731, English novelist,
journalist, spymaster, and pamphleteer, noted
particularly for his novel Robinson Crusoe (1719). .
His other novels include Moll Flanders (1722) and
A Journal of the Plague Year (1722)

defoliant (di:'fsvliant) n a chemical sprayed or
dusted onto trees to cause their leaves to fall, esp
to remove cover from an enemy in warfare

defoliate vb (dirfavliet) 1to deprive (a plant) of its
leaves, as by the use of a herbicide, or (of a plant) to
shed its leaves b adj (di:'favlut) 2 (of applant) having
shed its leaves > defoli'ation n » de'foliator n

sETYMoOLOGY c18: from Medieval Latin défolidre, from
Latin DE- + folium leaf

deforce (dr'fo:s) vb (tr) propertylaw 1to withhold
(property, esp 1and) wrongfully or by force from the
rightful owner 2 to eject or keep forcibly from
possession of property > deforcement n

aervaant nav c1: from Anglo-Erench, from deforcer

or distorted Z(tr)tomarthebeautvof;disﬁgu:e
3(tr) to subject or be subjected to a stress ;hat causes
achange of dimensions > deformable adj
> deformability n > deformern
SETYMOLOGY C15; from Latin déformare, from DE- +
forma shape, beauty
deformation (di:f>:meifan) n 1theactof
deforming; distortion 2 the result of deforming;
a change in form, esp for the worse 3achange in
the dimensions of an object resulting from a stress
deformed (dr'fo:md) adj 1disfigured or misshapen
2 morally perverted; warped > deformedly
(dr'fommidli) adv > deformedness n
deformity (drfo:mits) n,pl-ties 1adeformed
condition; disfigurement 2 pathol an acquired
or congenital distortion of an ergan or part
3 a deformed person or thing 4 a defect, esp of
the mind or morals; depravity
Defra ('defre) nacronym (in Britain) Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
defrag (di:frg) vb -frags, -fragging, -fragged to
consolidate fragmented files and folders on (the
hard drive of a computer or other electronic device)
in order to make it run more efficiently
eETYMOLOGY short for defragment
defraud (dr'fro:d) vb (tr)to take away or withhold
money, rights, property, etc, from (a person) by
fraud; cheat; swindle > defraudation (di:fro’deifon)
ordefraudment n > de'fraudern
defray (dr'frer) vb (tr) tofurnish or provide money
for (costs, expenses, etc); pay > de'frayable adj
> de'frayal orde'frayment n > defrayern
eETYMOLOGY C16: from Old French deffroier to pay
expenses, from de- pis-* + frai expenditure,
originally: cost incurred through breaking
something, from Latin frangere to break
defrock (di'frok) vb (tr) to deprive (a person in holy
orders) of ecclesiastical status; unfrock
defrost (di:'frost) vb 1to make or become free of
frostorice 2 tothaw, esp through removal from a
refrigerator
defroster (di'frosts) n a device by which the
de-icing process of a refrigerator is accelerated,
usually by circulating the refrigerant withour the
expansion process
deft (deft) adj quick and neat in movement; nimble;
dexterous > 'deftly adv > 'deftness n
SETYMOLOGY. €13 (in the sense: gentle): see DAFT
defunct (dr'fankt) adj 1nolonger living; dead or
extinct 2 no longeroperative or valid > defunctive
adj > defunctness n
®ETYMOLOGY C16: from Latin defungi to discharge
(one’s obligations), die; see DE-, FUNCTION
defuse or sometimes Us defuze (di:fjuz) vb (tr)
1to remove the triggering device of (2 bomb, etc)
2 toremove the cause of tension from (a crisis, etc)
®USAGE Avoid confusion with diffuse
defy (drfar) vb -fies, -fying, -fied (tr) 1toresist(a
powerful person, authority, etc) openly and boldly
2toelude, esp in a baffling way: his actions defy
explanation 3 formal to challenge or provoke (someone
to do something judged to be impossible); dare:
1defy you to climb that cliff 4 archaic to invite to dobattle
or combat > defiern
®ETYMOLOGY C14: from Old French ﬁ;ide:“fwﬁ from
des- DE- + fier to trust, from Latin 3
deg (deg) l:‘,b degs, degging, degged (tr) Northern English
dialect to water (a plant, etc)
deg. abbreviation degree
d&ggagf French (degase) adj 1unconstrained “lh L
manner; casual; relaxed 2 umnvowegi:::;
s (dirgees) vb -gases or-gasses, - 4
d-'gga:seél 1 (2!) to remove gas from (a container,
vacuum tube, liquid, adsorbent, etc) 2 (intr) to lose
adsorbed or absorbed gas by desorption > de 9”’:" n
de Gaulle (French do gol) n Charles (André A"“P
Marie) (Jarl). 1890-1970, French general an o=
statesman. During World warll, he refused to
accept Pétain’s armistice with Germany and 4
founded the Free French movementin Englan
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