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4 Foreign Reference no 119
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Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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P.0.Box 1450
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14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
62008 7590 101012018
‘ EXAMINER
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ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
10/10/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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P.O. Box 1450
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CONTROL NO. PATENT IN REEXAMINATION
14/631,221 25 February, 2015 SUZUKI, KOICHI 09850001US
EXAMINER

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

DAMON PIERCE

ART UNIT PAPER
3717 20181003
DATE MAILED:

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or

proceeding.

Commissioner for Patents

Conisdered IDS dated 2/25/15, 7/17/15, 12/4/15, and 3/11/16.

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit

3717

PTO-90C (Rev.04-03)
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Receipt date: 07/17/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (01-10)

Lo . R . Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)l(gm*mer Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Nar_ne of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Coede! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind [ Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
R Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Cede’| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button. Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoblicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2? | Code4| Date PP Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear

Cited in the JPOA dated
2003-123089 JP A 2003-04-25 Konami Co., Ltd. 04/21/2015; English ]
abstract provided.

[y

/D.J.2/

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate}, title of the item
Initials* | No (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue humber(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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aceipt date: 07/17/2015 14831221 - GAUY: 3717

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

D.J.P/ |1 Japanese Office Action dated April 21, 2015, in connection with JP Application No. 2014-034003 (7 pgs).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | /pamMoy J PIERCE/ Date Considered 10/03/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citaticn is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. ? Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 07/17/2015 14831221 - GAUY: 3717

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) mare than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[[] See attached certification statement.
[] The fee setforth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

[] A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-07-17
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number 51,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a henefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 07/17/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may bhe disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(¢)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and pregrams, under authoerity of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 03/11/2016 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (01-10)
o . N . Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date P015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘I(oichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ HU, KANG
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E).(a_lm*mer Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Nar_ne of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Codet! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner Cite No Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code'| Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code?j Code?| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . )
o (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No - - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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acaipt date: 03/11/2016

14831221 - GAUY: 3717

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
Art Unit |a717
Examiner Name ‘ HU, KANG

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

D.J.B/ 1 [Dfficial Decision of Refusal of cormresponding JP2015-158515 dated January 19, 2016. Spgs X

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I /DAMON J PIERCE/

Date Considered ‘I 10/03/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 03/11/2016 14631221 - Gay: 3717
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
Art Unit | 3717
Examiner Name ‘ HU, KANG

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2016-03-11
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 03/11/2016 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 02/25/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (01-10)

Lo . R . Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Uni
L nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)l(gm*mer Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Nar_ne of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Coede! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind [ Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
R Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Cede’| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button. Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoblicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2? | Code4| Date PP Passages or Relevant

Document .

Figures Appear
D.J.»p/ KONAMI DIGITAL Cited in Specification;
1| 2013244126 JP A 20131209 | ENTERTAINMENT Abstract attached [

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate}, title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue humber(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner| Cite
Initials* | No
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acaipt date: 02/25/201%

14831221 - GAUY: 3717

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

Filing Date 2015-02-25
First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TBD
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature /DAMON J PIERCE/

Date Considered 1670372018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citaticn is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. ? Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if

English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 02/25/2015 14631221 - Gay: 3717
Application Number

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uni
L nit |TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
[[] from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) mare than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[[] See attached certification statement.
[] The fee setforth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-02-25
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number 51986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a henefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 02/25/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may bhe disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(¢)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and pregrams, under authoerity of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 12/04/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (01-10)

Lo . R . Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)l(gm*mer Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Nar_ne of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Coede! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind [ Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
R Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Cede’| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button. Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoblicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2? | Code4| Date PP Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear

Cited in the JPOA dated
September 8, 2015;

D.J.p/ |1 2015-157002 JP A 2015-09-03 Gree, Inc. English abstract of ]
corresponding US
2015/238862A1

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
- .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item

Examiner| Cite S - . )

(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue humber(s), TS

Initials* | No

publisher, city and/or country where published.
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aceipt date: 12/04/2015 14831221 - GAUY: 3717

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

Japanese Office Action dated September 8, 2015, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2015-158515
1 e Offl , ;
/D.J.P (7 pgs., including English translation}.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button ~ Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature /DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered 10/03/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citaticn is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. ? Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Raceipt date: 12/04/2015 14831221 - GAUY: 3717

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Kang Hu {9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) mare than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
[] The fee setforth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

[] A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-12-04
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number 51986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a henefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 12/04/2015 14831221 - Gay: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may bhe disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(¢)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and pregrams, under authoerity of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WW\V.USP[O.gOV

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
62008 7590 09/24/2018
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3717
DATE MAILED: 09/24/2018
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0 $0 $1000 12/24/2018

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (f required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
apé)ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated unl?ss oorrfecled below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
Eave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

62008 7590 09/24/2018 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an anclope
- addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
345 South Patrick Street transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
(Depositor's name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE I PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0 30 $1000 12/24/2018

I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH 3717 463-031000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). ) 1
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. \ . . . 2
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.
3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assilgnee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Ocder - # of Copies [ The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

a Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

a Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro

entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CER 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WW\V.USP[O.gOV

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
| EXAMINER |
62008 7590 09/24/2018
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |

3717

DATE MAILED: 09/24/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, it the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
; il i i AlA (First Inventor to File)
Notice of Allowability g)/f\TVImO"l:le;’IERCE 9?1 ;J"'t Status
Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X This communication is responsive to 6/19/18.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 19-38. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)X] Al b)[J Some *c)[] None of the:
1. [X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date ______.
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).
6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [X] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 3/5/18 and 8/9/18

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [] Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180825
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

Information Disclosure Statement

1. The information disclosure statement filed 3/5/18 fails to comply with the
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because NPL documents are not in
English. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein
has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-
submission of any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement
or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes
of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the
statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e).

See MPEP § 609.05(a).

/DJP/
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Page 1 of 1

BIB DATA SHEET

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USPLO.ZOV

CONFIRMATION NO. 9188

SERIAL NUMBER
14/631,221

FILING or 371(c)
DATE
02/25/2015
RULE

CLASS
463

GROUP ART UNIT
3717

ATTORNEY DOCKET
NO

09850001US

APPLICANTS
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;

INVENTORS

03/09/2015

Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;
** CONTINUING DATA ***#rsssstrnsibihkiokiniik

*k FOREIGN APPLICATIONS kkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkhkhkhkhkkkkkk
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **

Foreign Priority claimed aYes D No

35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met 44 Yes LA No

Verified and
Acknowledged

/Damon Pierce/
Examiner's Signature

Met after
D Allowance

nitials

STATE OR
COUNTRY

JAPAN

SHEETS TOTAL
DRAWINGS | CLAIMS

7 18

INDEPENDENT
CLAIMS

3

ADDRESS

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
UNITED STATES

TITLE

MEDIUM

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

FILING FEE
RECEIVED [No.

3000 No.

FEES: Authority has been given in Paper
to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
for following:

|Q Al Fees

|0 1.16 Fees (Filing)

|EI 1.18 Fees (Issue)

|EI Other

|Q Credit

|
|
|EI 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time) I
|
|
|

BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | 14531221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

DAMON PIERCE 3717
CPC
Symbol Type Version
AB3F 2014-09-02
AB3F A 2014-09-02
AB3F | 2014-09-02
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:
20
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DAMON PIERCE/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20180825
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | 1453121 SUZUKI, KOICHI
DAMON PIERCE 3717
US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
Ale|3]|F 13/822 (2014.01.01)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
20
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DAMON PIERCE/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20180825

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002
Page 364



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | 1453121 SUZUKI, KOICHI
DAMON PIERCE 3717
O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T O R147
Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original

1 17 15 33

2 18 16 34

3 1 19 17 35

4 2 20 18 36

5 3 21 19 37

6 4 22 20 38

7 5 23

6 24

9 7 25

10 8 26

11 9 27

12 10 28

13 11 29

14 12 30

15 13 31

16 14 32
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:
20

(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/DAMON PIERCE/
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20180825
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Receipt date: 08/09/2018

Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

14/631,221 - GaU: 3717

PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

14631221

Filing Date

pP015-02-25

First Named Inventor ‘I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit

|3717

Examiner Name

‘ PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Attorney Docket Number

| 09850001US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Kind
Codet

Publication
Number

Examiner|

Initial* | it No

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code?j Code?| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
D.J.2/ |1 P005-034276 P A 2005-02-10 NAMCO LTD Cited in NPL Cite No. 1 | X
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
- .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . )
o (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials* [ No - - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Receipt date: 08/09/2018

14/6331 ,221 -~ GArr: 3717
Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001US

/D.T.8/ 1 Dffice Action issued on May 22, 2018 in corresponding Japanese Application No. 2018-025731; 13 pages. X

/hoa.es |2 KYU; Dragon's Shadow; BoomApp Games; [online] URL; http://boom-app.com/etry/dragons-shadow-event02; June 3, D
o P013; search on May 7, 2018; 7 pages.

p.J.2/ |3 [GPARA.COM; GREE "Tanken Driland", The 2nd Guilde Battle Event "Guild League"; [online] URL; http/fwww gpara. D
e Fom/infosfview/3235; June 27, 2013; search on May 7, 2018; 4 pages.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered ‘I 08/25/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.

4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 08/09/2018 14/6231 221 -~ GAL: 3717

Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Attorney Docket Number |09850001US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-08-09

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 08/09/2018 14/631,221 -~ GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date:

Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

03/05/2018

14/631,221 - GaU: 3717

PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Nu

mber

14631221

Filing Date

pP015-02-25

First Named Inventor ‘I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit

|3717

Examiner Name

‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number

| 09850001US

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner|
Initial*

Cite No

Kind
Codet

Publication
Date

Publication
Number

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code?j Code?| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
The reference provided
p.7.p/ |1 |poo2-301264 P A |2002-10-15 |[sEGA CORPORATION |herein s based ona
concurrent in a foreign
jurisdiction.

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button

Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . )
o (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No - - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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aceipt date: 03/05/2018 14/6231 221 -~ GAL: 3717

Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001US

1 'Puyopuyo Tetris Manual” pages 1-29, SEGA CORPORATION, Published: February 6, 2014

P000

[&1]

o]

eter 20, 001 feree's.officialing

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /DBMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered ‘I 08/25/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 03/05/2018 14/6231 221 -~ GAL: 3717

Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Art Unit 3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) n |

Examiner Name ‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.

X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-03-05
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 03/05/2018 14/631,221 -~ GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

Ref
#

Hits

Search Query

DBs

Default

Operator :

Plurals

Time
Stamp

S105

133

(time or timer or timing or sequence or period
or checkpoint or interval or term) with (battle
or fight$4 or battling or war or combat$4 or
duel) with (group or team or unit or platoon
or army or clan or partner or tribe or faction)
with (item or ability or point or attribute or

#power or condition or parameter or reward or

strength or skill or spell or magic or burn or
effect or defense or defend$4 or special or
recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or hitting or
damage or magic or potion) with (increas$4

or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or chang$5 or

modif$7)

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

ON

2018/08/25
11:25

S106

126

battl$4 same condition same term

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

ON

2018/08/25
11:26

S107

(battI$4 same condition same term).clm.

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

HON

2018/08/25
11:27

5108

((time or timer or timing or sequence or
dperiod or checkpoint or interval or term) with

(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or

combat$4 or duel) with (group or team or
unit or platoon or army or clan or partner or
tribe or faction) with (item or ability or point
or attribute or power or condition or

dparameter or reward or strength or skill or

spell or magic or burn or effect or defense or
defend$4 or special or recover$4 or hit or
attack$4 or hitting or damage or magic or

\potion) with (increas$4 or decreas$4 or
adjust$5 or chang$s or modif$7)).clm.

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

HON

2018/08/25
11:27

S109

46

#((time or timer or timing or sequence or
Wiperiod or checkpoint or interval or term) with

(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or
combat$4 or duel) with (item or ability or

#point or attribute or power or condition or

parameter or reward or strength or skill or
spell or magic or burn or effect or defense or
defend$4 or special or recover$4 or hit or
attack$4 or hitting or damage or magic or

ypotion) with (increas$4 or decreas$4 or

adjust$5 or chang$5 or modif$7)).clm.

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

ON

2018/08/25
11:28

S110

1381

(time or timer or timing or sequence or period
or checkpoint or interval or term) same
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or
combat$4 or duel) same (ability or point or
attribute or power or condition or parameter
or reward or strength or skill or spell or magic
or burn or effect or defense or defend$4 or
special or recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or

us-
PGPUB;
USPAT

OR

JON

2018/08/25
11:54
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hitting or damage or magic or potion) same
(increas$4 or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or
chang$5 or modif$7) same (card or object or

item)

S111 #450 (time or timer or timing or sequence or periodjUS- OR ON 2018/08/25
or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:56
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (ability or point or
attribute or power or condition or parameter
or reward or strength or skill or spell or magic
or burn or effect or defense or defend$4 or
special or recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or
hitting or damage or magic or potion) same
(increas$4 or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or
chang$5 or modif$7) same (card or object or
item) same (enemy or opponent or target or
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S112 #469 i(time or timer or timing or sequence or periodjUS- OR ON 2018/08/25
or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:56
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (ability or point or
attribute or power or condition or parameter
or reward or strength or skill or spell or magic
or burn or effect or defense or defend$4 or
special or recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or
hitting or damage or magic or potion) same
(increas$4 or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or
chang$5 or modif$7) same (card or object or
item) same (enemy or opponent or target or
monster or zombie or boss)

S113 {55 (time or timer or timing or sequence or periodi{US- OR JON 2018/08/25
or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:57
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (ability or point or
attribute or power or condition or parameter
or reward or strength or skill or spell or magic
or burn or effect or defense or defend$4 or
special or recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or
hitting or damage or magic or potion) same
(increas$4 or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or
chang$5 or modif$7) same (card or object or
item) same (enemy or opponent or target or
monster or zombie or boss) same (deck or

stack$4) S .

S114 i1 (time or timer or timing or sequence or period {US- OR ON 2018/08/25
or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:58
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (condition) same
parameter same (increas$4 or decreas$4 or
adjust$5 or chang$5 or modif$7) same (card
or object or item) same (enemy or opponent
or target or monster or zombie or boss) same
(deck or stack$4)

S115 §22 (time or timer or timing or sequence or period {US- OR ON 2018/08/25

or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:59
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (condition) same
parameter same (increas$4 or decreas$4 or
adjust$5 or chang$b or modif$7) same (card
or object or item) same (enemy or opponent
or target or monster or zombie or boss)
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or checkpoint or interval or term) same PGPUB; 11:59
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT
combat$4 or duel) same (condition) same
parameter same (increas$4 or decreas$4 or
adjust$5 or chang$5 or modif$7) same
(enemy or opponent or target or monster or
zombie or boss)

S117 §2 ((time or timer or timing or sequence or Us- OR ON 2018/08/25
period or checkpoint or interval or term) samei{PGPUB; 12:00
(battle or fight$4 or battling or war or USPAT

combat$4 or duel) same (condition) same
parameter same (increas$4 or decreas$4 or
adjust$5 or chang$5 or modif$7) same
(enemy or opponent or target or monster or
zombie or boss)).clm.
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate,

complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output.

CLAIMS JP2005034276

1.

A game apparatus that controls a game in which one or more player characters acting in
accordance with an operation performed by a player in one virtual space and one or more enemy
characters acting without depending on the operation of the player are battled, Command
information storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command
information which can be given to the player character and information of a plurality of
numerical values, a command information storage means for storing command information given
to the player character from command information stored by the command information storage
means And a command input accepting means for accepting an input for selecting one of the
plurality of numerical values represented by the command information and selecting one

numerical value.

2.

A game apparatus that controls a game in which one or more player characters acting in
accordance with an operation performed by a plaver in one virtual space and one or more enemy
characters acting without depending on the operation of the player are battled, Command
information storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command
information which can be given to the player character and information of a plurality of
numerical values, and a card which indicates a command included in command information
stored by the command information storage means A card in which the numerical value or the
code relating to the numerical value is distributedly arranged is displayed on the screen at an end
portion of the card and the card is selected by specifying the direction of the end portion with
the center of the card as a base point, And a command input accepting means for accepting an
input for selecting a numerical value or a sign.
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3.

A game control program for controlling a game in which one or more player characters acting in
accordance with an operation performed by a player in one virtual space and one or more enemy
characters acting irrespective of the operation by the player are fighting, Command information
storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command information
which can be given to any player character and information of a plurality of numerical values,

and command information storage means which stores the player character , And accepting an
input for selecting one numerical value from among the plurality of numerical values indicated
by the command information.

4.

A program for controlling a game in which one or more player characters acting in accordance
with an operation performed by a player in one virtual space and one or more enemy characters
acting without depending on the operation of the player perform a battle, Command information
storage means {or storing a plurality of command information including command information
and information of a plurality of numerical values which can be given to the player character,
and a card indicating a command included in command information stored by the command
information storage means A card in which the numerical value or the code relating to the
numerical value is dispersedly arranged is displayed on the screen at an end portion of the card
and the card is selected by specifying the divection of the end portion with the center of the card
as the base point And an input for selecting the numerical value or the sign together with the

input instruction Game control program.

~

3.
A computer-readable recording medium on which the game control program according to claim
3 or 4 is recorded.
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DESCRIPTION JP2005034276

PROBLEM TO BE SCLVED: To propose a new method for giving a command to a player character

int a battle scene of a role-playing game. SOLUTION: Information on a command which can be

given to a player character and information on a plurality of numerical values are managed as
one command information. For example, the command information is displayed on the screen 9

as a card 12 on which the symbol indicating the command content and the numerical values 18a
to 18d are drawn, and at the same time, when the player selects a card, any one displayed on the
card Let me choose one numerical value. When a plurality of cards are selected, the original

effect such as damage to the enemy character or the like is generated according to the command
content, while an effect by a combination of the selected numbers is separately generated. (FIG.

(vame apparatus, game control program, and recording medium having the program recorded

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. Ficld of the Invention The present invention relates to a
game apparatus for realizing a game such as a role playing game, a control program, and a
recording medium on which the program is recorded. More specifically, it relates to control of a
battle scene of a role-playing game. 2. Description of the Related Art A role-playing game is a
game in which a game player advances a story by designating an action of a character appearing
in the story. In the story, the above character (hereinafter referred to as a player character} is
given varicus problems such as puzzling, discovering treasures, punishing enemies. Also, as the
story progresses, the player character encounters many enemy characters and performs battle. In
a battle scene, a player character and an enemy character are displayed on the display screen.
When there are a plurality of playver characters and enemy characters, a plurality of player
characters and a plurality of enemy characters are displayed, respectively. The behavior of the
enemy character is defined by the game control program. A game player specifies an action to be
performed by each player character by selecting it from the action selection menu displayed on
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the screen. The game control program generates an image including a player character
performing an action designated by the game player and an enemy character performing an
action defined by the game control program, and displays the image on the screen. Such a battle
scene control method is disclosed in, for example, Patent Bocument 1 and Patent Document 2.
Patent Bocument 1: Japanese Patent No. 2794230 Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent No.
3343211 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION Problems to be Solved by the Invention The present
invention is based on the problem that a player enjoys a battle scene as described above more In
order to be able to do so, we propose a new method of designating the behavior of the player
character. A game apparatus according to the present invention is characterized in that in a
virtual space, one or more player characters acting in accordance with an operation performed
by a player and one or more enemies acting independently of the player's operation A game
device for controlling a game in which a character and a character play a battle, characterized by
comprising a command information storage unit and a command input reception unit described
below. The command information storage means is means for storing a plurality of command
information including command information which can be given to any one of the player

characters and information of a plurality of numerical values.

The command input receiving means selects command information representing a command to
be given to the player character from the command information stored in the command
information storing means and outputs one numerical value out of a plurality of numerical values
represented by the command information And accepts an input to be selected. Here, "input to
select” includes input meaning explicit choice of command information or numerical value, as
well as input meaning implicit selection such as input meaning to give a selection to the game
device { will make it a gourd. For example, the command input recelving means is a card which
indicates a command included in the command information stored in the command information

storing means, and displays on the screen a card in which codes relating to numerical values or
nurmerical values are distributedly arranged at the end of the card And an input for selecting the

card and designating the numerical value or the sign by specifying the direction of the end

portion with the center of the card as the base point. In the game realized by the configuration of
the game apparatus, the command information includes information of a plurality of numerical
values separately from information of commands which can be given to the player character, and
the player selects a command You can also select numerical values when doing. When multiple
commands are selected, if an incidental effect corresponding to the corbination of the selected
numerical values is generated in addition to the original effect corresponding to the command,
the player is expected to have an incidental effect It is possible to perform an operation of giving

a command. The above game device can be realized by incorporating a predetermined game
control program into a2 general purpose computer such as a home game machine, a portable

game machine, a personal computer, a portable information terminal, a mobile phone, or the like.
Therefore, the present invention provides a game control program for realizing such a function. A
game control program according to the present invention is a game control program in which in
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a virtual space, a game in which one or more player characters acting in accordance with an
operation performed by a player and one or more enemy characters acting without depending on
the operation of the player are battle The game control program causes a computer to function
as a command information storage unit and a command input reception unit as described above.
Further, the present invention also provides a recording medium such as a DVD (Digital Versatile
Bisc}, a CD-ROM, a memory card, a game cassette, a hard disk, etc., on which such a program is
recorded. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBOBIMENTS Hereinafter, specific embodiments
of the present invention will be described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an appearance of a game system including a home game machine
and peripheral devices thereof. The home game machine 1 is connected to a home television 2
having a display and a speaker by a cable (not shown). Further, to the home game machine 1, an
input device for inputting a control signal for the player to control the game, that is, the
controller 3 is connected. The controller 3 has several operation buttons and an operation stick.
In the battie scene of the role playing game to be described later, the operation stick 4 and
operation buttons 5, 6 and 7 shown in the drawing are mainly used. The operation stick 4 is
configured so that different operation signals are generated when the stick is tilted in the upward
direction, the left direction, the downward direction, and the right direction. In addition, the
operation buttons 5, 6 and 7 are also configured to generate different operation signais when
pressed. The role playing game described below is a game realized by causing the home game
machine 1 to execute a control program of a role playing game. The game control program is
provided to the player in a state recorded on a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc). When this DVD is set
on a disk tray (not shown) of the home game machine 1 and power is turned on, the control
program of the role playing game is executed by the home game machine 1, and the home game
machine corresponds to one embodiment of the present invention As shown in FIG. In this case,
the control program of the role-playing game is an embodiment of the game control program of
the present invention, and the DVD is an embodiment of the recording medium of the present
invention. FIG. 2 is a view showing an example of a battle scene of a role playing game realized
by the game device or the game control program of the present embodiment. In the battle scene,
on the screen 9, similar to the battle scenes of the conventional role-playing game, the manner in
which the player character and the enemy character battle are displayed together with the
information indicating the state of each player character. The figure illustrates a scene where two
player characters 8a, 8b and two enemy characters 10a, 10b battle, and status information 15 of
each player character is displayed at the top of the screen. In addition, this figure shows a state
in which the player character 8a {character name: crow) is waiting for a command from the

player.

A cursor 16 in the figure is a cursor pointing to a target of an action instructed by a player. For
example, when the player instructs the player character 8a to attack the enemy character 10a or
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10b, the player adjusts the cursor 16 to the enemy character to be attacked, as shown in the
drawing. Alternatively, in a case where the player instructs the player character 8a to restore the
player character 8b or the player character 8a itself by using the item, the player adjusts the
cursor 16 to the player character 8a or 8b. The cursor 16 can be moved by operating the button
6 and the button 7 of the controller 3 shown in FIG. 1. When the button 6 is pressed, the cursor
16 is automatically matched with any of the enemy characters. When the button 6 is further
pressed in that state, the cursor 16 moves to another enemy character. Therefore, the player can
select a desired enemy character by pressing the button 6 a plurality of times. On the other hand,
when the button 7 is pressed, the cursor 16 is automatically matched with one of the player
characters. When the button 7 is further pressed in that state, the cursor 16 moves to another
player character. Therefore, by pressing the button 7 a plurality of times, the player can select a
desired player character including a player character to give a command. Here, in the
conventional role-playing game, when each player character becomes in a state to receive an
instruction from the player, an action selection menu of the player character is displayed on the
screen. The plaver gives a command to the player character by selecting the action to be
performed by the player character from among the items of the action selection menu and then
performing the cursor alignment to the target. On the other hand, in this role-playing game, the
behavior selection menu is not displayed. In this role-plaving game, the player first gives a
command to the player character 8a by setting the cursor 16 to the target character and then
selecting a card representing an action to be performed by the player character. A method of
giving instructions by card selection will be described below. As shown in FIG. 2, on the lower
part of the screen 9, seven cards 12 arranged facing upward are displayed.

These cards 12 represent a command that can be given to the player character 8 a, thatis, a
candidate for an instruction. However, depending on the conditions of battle, some cards can not
be selected even though they are displayed. Cards that can not be selected are displayed in a
different color from the cards that can be selected. FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a
card. As shown in the figure, on the card, a symbol 17 indicating the content of the command
and four numbers 18 a to 18 d are displayed. The symbol 17 is, for example, a symbol of a sword
if it is an instruction of an attack using a sword, a symbol of an item to be used if it is an
instruction to use an item, and the like. Alternatively, instead of 2 symbol, the content of the
command may be displayed in text. The four numbers 18 a to 18 d are randormly assigned by the
game control program at the start of the game or when the player acquires the card. Therefore,
even if the symbol 17 is the same card, the four numbers 18a to 18d are not always the same.
Instead of the numbers 18a to 18d, some signs and marks may be displayed. For example, you
can mark hearts, diamonds, spades, clubs at the four corners of the card. The player selects an
instruction to be given to the player character 8 a from among the cards 12 representing
candidates for the command in FIG. 2. Specifically, by performing a predetermined operation, the
cursor frame 14 is placed on one of the cards, and an operation indicating selection of that card
is performed. The card selected by this operation moves to the upper left of the screen 9 and is

10-07-2018 4

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002
Page 389



displayed as a card 13 representing a command for the player character 8 a as shown in FIG. 2. If
it is within the predetermined time limit, the player can continuously select a plurality of cards.
At this point, the player selects one of the four numbers 18a to 18d attached to the card at the
same time as selecting the card. 4 {(a} and 4 (b} are diagrams for explaining an operation of
simultaneously selecting a card and a number. The card and number are simultaneously selected
by using the stick 4 of the controller 3. 4 (a}, when the stick 4 of the controller 3 is tilted in the
direction indicated by the arrow 19 {upper left direction) in FIG. 4 (b) in accordance with the card
for selecting the cursor frame 14, as shown in FIG. 4 (a ), The number 18a attached to the upper
left of the card, that is, "7" is selected together with the card. The selected number is highlighted
on the card 13 representing the command.

Likewise, if the stick 4 of the controller 3 is tilted to the upper right, the numeral 18 b attached
to the upper right of the card is selected together with the card, and when it is tilted to the lower
right, the numeral 18 ¢ attached to the card along with the card is selected Then, if you defeat it
to the lower left, the number 18 d attached to the lower left of the card is selected together with
the card. It is also possible to select the card by pressing the button 5 of the controller 3.
However, since the button 5 can generate only one kind of signal, when the card is selected by
the button 5, the number 18 b on the upper right of the card is automatically selected.
Alternatively, when a card is selected by the button 5, a specification that an optimal combination
of numbers is automatically selected may be adopted. The optimal combination of numbers is a
combination that produces an advantageous effect for the player. The game control program
stores a plurality of such combinations in advance, and selects an optimal one from the stored
combinations. The selection is made based on the number that the player initially selected. For
example, in the first button operation, the number 18 b in the upper right of the card is selected,
and if the number 18 b is "2", the combination beginning with 2 of the stored combinations is
automatically selected. In addition, when the player character is in the "confused" state, the four
numbers are displayed so as to move on the card at any time. For example, the numeral 18 a
maoves to the position of the numeral 18 b and further moves so as to rotate to the position of the
numeral 18 ¢ and the position of the numeral 18 d. In this case, in order for the plaver to select a
desired number, the player must manipulate the stick 4 of the controller 3 by identifying the
position at each moment of the number. When the stick 4 is tilted in the direction in which no
numeral is arranged, since the number is not selected and becomes "out”, the arm of the player is
questioned. Here, when a card is selected, the number of cards 12 displayed at the bottom of the
screen 9 decreases. Replenishment of the card will be described below. On the lower right of the
screen 9, cards stacked in a lying state (hereinafter referred to as a deck 11) are displayed. When
a card is selected, the number of cards reduced by the selection is automatically replenished from
the deck 11. Therefore, on the screen, seven cards 12 are always displayed unless the deck 11
disappears. The deck 11 is configured for each player character.
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Therefore, the card 12 and the deck 11 displayed when a command is issued to the player
character 8a are different from the card 12 and the deck 11 displayed when giving a command
to the player character 8b. FIG. 5 is a view showing a screen for creating the deck 11. As shown
i the figure, on the deck creating screen 20, all stocked cards are displayed on the left part 21
of the screen. The stocked card is the card given to the player at the start of the game, the card
acquired by the player after the game started. Some of the stocked cards include cards that can
be used as instructions to all player characters, but also cards that can only be used as
instructions to some player characters. On the screen right portion 22, cards constituting the
deck of the player character are displayed. When the player places the cursor frame 23 on a
desired card in the stocked card and performs a predetermined operation signifving confirmation
of the selection, the selected card moves from the left part 21 of the screen to the right part 22
of the screen And move. The deck of the player character is formed by the player repeating the
above operation. Since the deck is composed of 50 cards, the player has to repeat the above
operation 50 times for each player character. However, even if the number of operations is less
than 50 times, since the game control program automatically selects the card, the number of
cards constituting the deck is 50. When there are a plurality of player characters, the player calls
a similar screen for each player character and performs the above operation. As described above,
the command which the player can give to the player character is limited to the command
represented by the seven cards selected from the cards constituting the deck 11. Even if the card
is stocked, unless the card is included in the deck of the player character, if it is not displayed as
a hand {(card 12), it is impossible to give the player character the command represented by the
card . Therefore, whether to make a dominant position in battle depends not only on how to give
instructions to the player character at battle but also on how the deck is composed. Next, three
kinds of effects generated by selecting a card will be described. First, since each card represents
a command to a player character, when a card is selected, a predetermined effect is generated by
exccuting an instruction represented by the card.

For example, if the command is an instruction instructing the invocation of a predetermined
attack technique, predetermined damage is given to the enemy character, and if the command is
the use of a predetermined recovery item, the character in which the item was used is recovered.
However, in the role-playing game, when a plurality of cards are arranged on the upper left of the
screen 9, not the individual effect of the card but the effect of combining the effects of the
plurality of cards occurs. In other words, the game control program calculates the effect based on
all commands given to one player character when the action sequence reaches not card units.
Depending on how the card is selected, the effect may be canceled out in some cases. For
example, "light attribute” and "dark atiribute” are conflicting attributes, but cards instructing to
activate an attack technique of light attribute capable of giving 100 damage to enemy characters
and 50 cards that can damage 50 enemy characters And the card instructing the activation of the
dark attribute attack technique are selected, the damage given to the enemy character is 50
instead of 150. The second effect is the effect produced by selecting the number attached to the
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card. As described with reference to FIG. 4, in this role-playing game, the player can select any
one of the four numbers attached to the card at the same time as selecting the card representing
the command . 6 (a), 6 (b) and 6 (¢) are diagrams for explaining the relationship between
combinations of commands represented by cards and combinations of numbers. FIG. 6 {a) shows
three cards selected by the player, and FIGS. 6 (b) and 6 {c) show the operation of the stick 4
performed by the player when selecting the three cards There. Arrows in FIGS. 6 (b) and 6 (¢)
indicate the direction in which the stick 4 is tilted. When the player performs an operation to
lower the stick 4 of the controller 3 to the upper left three times in order to select three cards
shown in FIG. 6 (8} as shown in FIG. 6 (b} , The combination of numbers to be selected is "796".
On the other hand, when the player performs an operation of defeating the stick 4 of the
controlier 3 in the order of upper left, lower left, and lower right as shown in FIG. 6 (¢}, the
combination of the selected numbers is "777" Become. Combinations of numerals in which
special effects are generated are defined in advance by the game control program. For example,
when all the numbers are the same, conditions are set such as when the numbers are arranged in
ascending or descending order, or when they match with a predetermined number combination.

It is advisable to explicitly indicate these combinations to the player in advance, for example, by a
game instruction manual. When the combination of the selected numbers matches any one of the
above conditions, the second effect occurs according to the condition. The second effect may be
an effect complementing the first effect or an effect generated irrespective of the first effect. As
the former, for example, an effect such as doubling the damage to the enemy as the first effect
can be considered. As the latter, an effect such as an increase in the possession money of the
player character can be considered. The third effect is the same as the first effect, which is an
effect caused by a combination of commands represented by the card. However, although the
first effect affects the outcome of the battle, the third effect does not affect the outcome of the
battle. A third effect is an effect that a new card is generated by combining the selected cards.
For example, a card instructing the activation of a predetermined technique is synthesized and a
card instructing the activation of a new technique is generated. Alternatively, a new card may be
synthesized by a combination of a card instructing the use of the item and a card instructing to
activate the technique. For example, in this role playing game, there is "meat” as one item for
restoring the physical strength of the player character. As one of the techniques for the player
character to activate, there is an attack technique having an attribute of "fire”. If the selected card
contains "meat” card and "Fire Attack attack” card, "Yakiniku" card is synthesized after the
command represented by the card is executed. "Yakiniku" can be used as an item for restoring
the physical strength of a player character similarly to "meat”, but the effectiveness of recovery is
larger than "meat”. The conditions under which the cards are synthesized are defined in advance
by the game control program. Although this condition may be specified to the player in advance
by a game instruction or the like, it may not be explicitly shown but may be enjoyed by the
player to enjoy the imagination. However, if you do not explicitly state the condition, it is good to
include in the explanation of each item an explanation suggesting possibility of synthesis.
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Incidentally, cards newly generated by combination during combat are listed and displayed on
the screen at the end of battle. The player can select a desired one from among the compasite
cards displayed as a list and hold it as a stock card. In the above, the way of giving instructions
by card selection and the effect produced by selecting a card has been described. Next, the timing
at which the card selection can be performed will be described.

In a general role-playing game, the order of actions of the characters is determined by the game
control program, and the game control program displays action selection menus of the player
characters who have become the acting numbers on the screen, Accept commands. Therefore,
when the enemy character is acting number, the player can not give a command to the player
character. On the other hand, in this role-playing game, not only when the action order has
reached the player character, but also when the player character is selected as the attack target
of the enemy character even if it is the number of the enemy character, A card 12 for giving an
instruction to the player character is displayed. As a result, unlike a general role-playing game, a
plaver character can take some kind of defensive behavior when it is made an attack target of an
enemy character. Alternatively, if the attack of the enemy character eventually becomes a
defense, an attack may be performed. FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram showing functions of the
game apparatus related to the control of the battle scene. As shown in the figure, the game
apparatus according to the present embodiment includes a deck preparation function 46, a
command candidate selection function 29, a state detection function 30, a command input
reception function 31, an effect generation function 32, and an image generation function 33.
Further, in the memory 24 of the game apparatus, information of the command information 235,
the numerica! combination condition 27, and the card synthesis condition 28 is stored. Alsg, in
the memory 24 of the game device, instruction information 26 for each character selected by the
deck making function 46 and command candidate information 47 for cach character selected by
the command candidate selection function 29 are also stored. The command information 25 is
information on the stock card described with reference to FIG. 5. The command information 25
includes, for example, an 1D of the card, code data representing the command content, numerical
data (for example, numerical data representing damage, numerical data representing the point to
be recovered) representing the effect generated by executing the command, Image data
representing the graphic symbol 17 of the card, numerical data representing four numerals 18a
to 18d attached to the card, and the like. The character-specific command information 26 and
the character-specific command candidate information 47 may be information obtained by
classifying copies of the command information 25 into characters, or by associating a character
name with a card ID included in the command information 25 It may be information.

In other words, the structure of the data is not particularly limited as long as it is possible to
specify a card or a card of a hand included in the deck by referring to the character-specific
command information 26 or the character-specific command candidate information 47. The
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numeric combination condition 27 and the card synthesis condition 28 are stored as definition
data in the memory 24 as shown in the figure. Alternatively, it may be defined in the game
control program. The deck creating function 46 is a function of controlling the deck creating
screen shown in FIG. 5. That is, the command information 25 is read out from the memory 24,
and the read command information is displayed on the left part 21 of the screen 20 of FIG. 5,
while accepting the card selection input from the controller 3 to generate the character-specific
command information 26 And stores it in the memory 24. The command candidate selecting
function 29 is a function of automatically selecting the card to be displayed as the card 12 from
the deck 11 of FIG. 2. That is, a part of the character-specific command information 26 is read
from the memory 24 and stored in the memory 24 again as the character-specific command
candidate information 47. The selection may be made according to the order in which a
predetermined number of information is stored in the memory or may be randomly selected. The
state detection function 30 is a function of detecting a state in which the player character can
attack and a state in which the player character is selected as an attack target of the enemy
character. The state capable of attacking is a state from the turn of action to the character until
the action order shifts to other characters. Since the order of action of the characters is
determined by the game control program and the behavior of the enemy character is defined by
the game control program, each state can be detected by the game control program. When the
above state is detected by the state detection function 30, the command input reception function
31 reads the character-specific command candidate information 47 of the corresponding player
character from the memory 24 and displays it as the card 12. Also, with this function, the game
apparatus receives the controller operation described with reference to FIG. 4 and FIG. §,
identifies the selected card and the selected number, and displays the card 13 on the upper left
of the screen. When a card selection operation is performed, the next command-specific
information 26 is read from the memory at any time by the command candidate selection
function 29, and the character-specific command candidate 47 is replenished.

On the screen 9, display control is performed by the command input receiving function 31 so
that seven cards are always displayed as the card 12. The effect generating function 32 is a
function for generating the above-described three kinds of effects. More specifically, calculation
of damage and recovery point, calculation (effect calculation) of points etc. obtained when
number combination satisfies a predetermined condition, and further, when a combination of
cards is a predetermined combination, a new card And adds processing (command information
addition}. In the calculation of the damage and the recovery point, the instruction input receiving
function 31 acquires information such as the damage value included in the command
information, sums the damage values of a plurality of cards, and calculates the parameters of the
target character . In the judgment of the combination of numerals, the information 27 of the
numeric combination condition is read from the memory 24, and the numerical combination
acquired by the command input receiving function 31 is compared with each condition included
in the read information 27 . When a combination of numerals satisties any of the conditions,
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various parameter values are changed so as to generate an effect stored in the memory in
association with the condition. For example, if the damage to an enemy is doubled, the process of
doubling the value is executed when performing the above damage calculation. Whether to
synthesize the card or not is judged by first reading out information 28 on the combination
condition of the card from the memory 24 and including the combination of the cards acquired
by the command input receiving function 31 in the read information 28 And comparing these
conditions with each other. When card synthesis is performed, command information
corresponding to the synthesized card is stored in the memory 24. Incidentally, the command
information corresponding to the synthesized card may be recorded on a DVD together with the
game control program, for example, and provided to the memory 24 at the time when the card
synthesis is performed by the effect generating function 32. The image generation function 33 is
a function of generating images constituting a battle scene. For example, an image representing
how the enemy character is damaged so that the effect generated by the effect generating
function 32 appears on the screen, and outputs it to the display. Also, at the end of battle, an
image representing a list of acquired composite cards is generated and displayed, and a
controller operation for selecting a composite card to be stocked is accepted. As described above,
the game device and the game control program of the present embodiment have the following
features and effects.

First, in the game apparatus and the game control program according to the present
embodiment, the information on the card {command) is provided in a state separated from the
information on the player character, and the player uses the deck making function 46 So that
you can freely combine characters and cards. In the conventional game, the command which can
be given to the player character is decided for each player character, but in the above game, it is
possible to increase the kind of command by acquiring the card, and what type of card Whether
to incorporate or not affects the outcome of the battle. That is, the player can enjoy new
enjoyment which is not present in the conventional role-playing game, such as enjoyment of
collecting cards and enjoyment of configuring a deck. Secondly, in the game apparatus and the
game control program according to the present emnbodiment, not only when the player character
is in an attackable state (when the order of actions comes around) by the state detection function
30, It is also detected when the player character is made an attack target of the enemy character.
As a result, when the player character receives an attack from the enemy character, it can cause
some kind of defense or counterattack action. However, since the card that the player character
can use is limited to the card selected by the command candidate selecting function 29, that is,
the card displayed as a hand, by using the card for defense and counterattack, There is also a
possibility that the player character is forced into a disadvantageous situation. In other words,
although there are many opportunities to give commands, in environments where the type and
number of commands that can be given are Hmited, it is necessary to carefully decide what kind
of command to give to the player character. For this reason, the game is more strategic than the
conventional game. Thirdly, in the game apparatus and the game control program according to
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the present embodiment, four pieces of numerical information independent of the content of the
command are stored in the command information 25. In addition, any one of the numbers is
selected by the command input receiving function 31, and a special effect is generated by the
combination of the selected numbers. That is, even if the combination of cards is the same, if the
combination of numbers is different, the effect will differ or other effects will be added. For this
reason, the player can select cards while expanding expectations for incidentally generated

effects by selecting numbers.

Fourthly, in the game apparatus and the game control program according to the present
embodiment, when a combination of cards satisfies a predetermined condition, card combination
is performed by the effect generating function 32, a new card is provided . That is, apart from the
pleasure of defeating the enemy character in the battle scene, the player can enjoy the enjoyment
of acquiring a new card while demonstrating the imagination about the condition of card
composition. For example, if the enemy character encountered is a character much weaker than
the player character, the battle is generally very boring. In the above game, even with such a
battle, since the enjoyment of acquiring the card by synthesis is left, there is no tedious battle for
the player. Finally, FIG. 8 shows a hardware configuration of the game device in the above
embodiment, that is, the home game device 1. The home game machine 1 includes at least a CPU
41, a memory 24, an input / output control unit 39, an operation device control unit 36, a
display output control unit 37, an audio cutput control unit 38, and a system bus 40 connecting
these components. Furthermore, it may include a communication control unit 42 for controlling
connection with the network. The input / output control unit 38 controls reading of data from
recording media such as a CD-ROM, a BVD 43, a memory card, a game cassette 44, and a hard
disk 45, and writing of data to these recording media. The operation device control unit 36
controls an operation input from the controller 3 connected to the home game device 1. The
input accepted from the controller 3 is transmitted to the CPU 41 via the system bus 40. The
display output control unit 37 controls display of the image output by the game control program
on the display 34. The audio output control unit 38 controls the output of the game sound to the
speaker 35. A game control program read from a recording medium such as a CD-ROM, a DVD
43, a memory card, or a cassette 44 is stored in the memory 24 via the input / output control
unit 39 and the system bus 40. Command information, numeric combination condition
information, and card synthesis condition information are similarly stored in the memory 24.
Note that the game control program, command information, and the like may be downloaded via
the network via the communication control unit 42 and stored in the memory 24 in some cases.
In accordance with the game control program stored in the memory 24, the CPU 41 generates an
image to be output as a game screen, and gives a predetermined instruction to the operation
device control section 36, the display output control section 37 or the sound output control
section 38 By transmitting signals and various data, it controls transmission and reception of
various signals with the controller 3, and signal output to the display 34 and the speaker 35.
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In the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 executes the following process, thereby functioning as
a deck creating means. The CPU 41 obtains the command information stored in the memory 24
via the system bus 40 and generates an image representing the deck creating screen 20 shown
in FIG. The CPU 41 temporarily stores the generated image in the memory 24 or a frame
memory (not shown), and controls the display output control unit 37 so as to output the image
stored in the memory 24 to the display 34. Furthermore, the signal input from the controller 3 is
interpreted as information for selecting a card, and based on this information, an image including
the card incorporated in the deck is generated and output to the display 34 by the display output
control unit 37 . The home game machine 1 functions as the command candidate selecting
means by the CPU 41 executing the following process. The CPU 41 reads seven pieces of data
stored as character-specific command information 26 in the memory 24 in order from the head
via the system bus 40 and stores them in the memory 24 as the character-specific command
candidate information 47. Further, in the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 interprets the signal
input from the controller 3 as information meaning by the game control program, that is,
information for selecting a card or a number, and accepts the command And functions as an
input receiving unit. Furthermore, in the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 acquires the
information of the number combination condition and the card combining condition stored in the
memory 24 via the system bus 40 and calculates damage and numerals Or judges a combination
of cards, thereby functioning as an effect generating means. In the process of executing the
process related to the control of the battle scene in accordance with the game control program
by the CPU 41, the home game machine 1 executes a predetermined condition determination
prescribed in the program, thereby detecting the state Function as means. In the home game
machine 1, the CPU 41 generates an image including the display of the effect, temporarily stores
the generated image in the memory 24 or a frame memory (not shown), and further controls the
display output control unit 37 , Thereby outputting the image stored in the memory 24 to the
display 34, thereby functioning as an image generating means. it should be noted that the game
apparatus of the present invention can be implemented not only in the home game apparatus as
in the above embodiment but also in a game control program incorporated in another general-
purpose computer such as a personal computer.

Furthermore, it can be implemented as a business game device. Further, as long as the game is a
game in which the player character fights the enemy character, the type of the game is not
limited to the role playing game, but may be another type of game. The present invention is a
useful invention irrespective of the configuration of the hardware and the kind of the game. In
the game realized by the game apparatus and the game control program of the present invention,
the information of the command which can be given to the player character and the information
of the plural numerical values are managed as a set, and when the player sends a command
Numbers can also be selected together when selecting. When a plurality of commands are
selected, if a combination of selected numerical values satisfies a predefined condition, an
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additional effect is generated in addition to the original effect corresponding to the command, so
that the player has an incidental effect You can perform an operation giving a command while
hoping for expectation to. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS FIG. 1 is a diagram showing
an appearance of a game system including a home game machine and peripheral devices thereof.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a battle scene of a role-playing game. FIG. 3is a
diagram showing an example of a card. FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining a selection operation of
a card and a number. FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining a deck creating screen. FIG. G is a
diagram for explaining the combination of cards and the effect of selecting numbers. FIG. 7 is a
conceptual diagram showing functions of a game device related to control of a battle scene. FIG.
8 is a diagram showing a hardware configuration of a game apparatus. [Explanation of reference
numerals] 1 Home game device, 2 home TV, 3 controller, 4 operation stick, 5, 6, 7 operation
button, 8 a, 8 b player character, 9 screen, 10 a, 10 b enemy character, 11 deck, 12, 13 cards,
14, 23 cursor frame, 15 status information, 16 cursors, 18a to 18d numbers, 20 deck creation

screen, 24 memories, 40 system bus, 43 DVD, 44 game cassettes,
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI
Art Unit: 3717
U.S. Patent Application No. 14/631,221
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
Filed: February 25, 2015
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Title: GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents June 19, 2018
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed February 22, 2018, the period for response
being extended by one (1) month upon payment of the necessary fee, Applicant respectfully
requests reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and
Remarks.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMEND claims 19-38 as shown below.

The following list of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1. - 18. (Canceled).

19. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing
instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a
player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers
to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first
battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a][the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and
during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]|the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
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Response to Office Action of February 22, 2018
condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different. and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.

20. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a

reward to the player.

21. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

22 (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.

23. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.

24, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the battle is conducted on a second field different from

the first field.
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25. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a

game screen.

26. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing
instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a
player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers
to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.

27. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

independent from a battle result of the first term.
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28. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of

the first term.

29. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition depends on an attack status

of the first term.

30. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for providing

areward to the player.

31. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

32. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.

33. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.
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34, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a

game screen.

35. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of
computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first
battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]|the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term. and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different. and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.
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36. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of
computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]|second opponent character based on [[a]|the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.

37. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising;

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a|[n]]_first opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first
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battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;
during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]|the parameter set on [[a]]the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term,_and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different. and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.

38. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field. wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and
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during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]|the parameter set on [[a]]|the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.
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REMARKS
Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion, is
respectfully requested. Claims 19-38 were previously presented. Claims 19-38 have been
amended. Accordingly, claims 19-38 are pending in the present Application. Applicant
submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 19-38 are in condition for allowance.

Moreover, the Applicant submits that no new matter has been introduced by the foregoing

amendments.

Examiner Interview
First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview granted
to Applicant's representative on May 30, 2018 and June 12, 2018, at which time the outstanding
issues in this case were discussed. Arguments similar to the ones developed hereinafter were
presented and the Examiner indicated that in light of the arguments, the amended claims appear
to be allowable and he would reconsider the outstanding grounds for rejection upon formal

submission of a response.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-28, and 31-38 were rejected under
35U.S.C. § 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as being indefinite. In particular, the
Office Action indicated that claim 19 recites the limitations "an opponent character based on a
parameter set on a card by a player's operation" respectively in lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of
the claim, but it is unclear whether the claim recitations are referring to the same or different

"opponent characters", "parameter sets", "cards", and "player operations". Also, the Office

Action indicated the claim numbers of dependencies are required to be corrected.

10
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In response, the claims have been amended to correct the noted informalities. If,
however, the Examiner disagrees, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned who

will be happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to derive mutually acceptable

language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §101

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101, as
allegedly being directed to non-statutory subject matter. In particular, the Office Action alleged
the claimed invention recites concepts related to a mental process for circuit design which
respectively corresponds to a concept identified as abstract idea by the court in Synopsys.

Under Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank International., the test for patent eligibility requires the
Office to: (1) “determine whether the claims at issue are directed to one of those patent-
ineligible concepts™; and (2) “search for the ‘inventive concept’” — i.e., “an element or
combination of elements that is “sufficient to ensure that the patent in practice amounts to
significantly more than a patent upon the [ineligible concept] itself.”

Addressing now the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101, Applicant respectfully traverses
the rejection, as the claimed limitations, when viewed as a whole, are directed toward
significantly more than the alleged abstract idea.

Applicant respectfully submits that the claimed invention, as a whole, is not similar
to the abstract idea discussed in the Synopsys case. More specifically, in Synopsys, the court
defined the abstract idea as translating a functional description of a logic circuit into a hardware
component. In contrast, the claimed invention concerns operating the battle game under a

specific set of rules.

In McRO, the Federal Circuit court found a set of rules to be an improvement in an

existing animation process instead of an abstract idea. In AMcRO, the court determined the set

11
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of rules enabled the automation of specific animation tasks that previously could not be

automated. The claimed invention also includes a specific set of rules for operating a game

which, when viewed as whole, promote active participation of players with a wide range of

levels and enjoyment throughout a group battle. Thus, like McRO, the specific set of rules of

the claimed invention enables automation of a battle game that would not have been previously
automated.

Therefore, for at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the

claims are directed toward patent-eligible subject matter. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully

requests that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 be withdrawn.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102
In the outstanding Action, claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.

§102(a)(1) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0054402, applied for by
Noguchi et al. (“Noguchi™).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 under 35 U.S.C.
§ 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by Noguchi, this rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 19,
26, and 35-38 are the independent claims presently under consideration. Claims 19, 26, and 35-
38 have been amended to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)(1).

Claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amended to recite the feature that each battle condition

is not changed during each game term. Non-limiting supports of the amendments may be
found, for example, at paragraphs [0069]-[0075].
Unlike the claimed invention, Noguchi is a role-playing game.! so the condition of

battle is changed in each turn of player.

I'See Noguchi, for example, at paragraph [0025].

12
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In view of the above, the cited prior art fails to teach or suggest every feature recited in
Applicant's claims, so that claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are believed to be patentably
distinguishable over the cited prior art. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverses, and

request reconsideration of, the rejections based on Noguchi.?

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 20 and 30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
unpatentable over Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2014/0295973, applied for
by Inagawa et al. (“Inagawa”™).

Claims 21 and 31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable Noguchi in
view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2008/0254849, applied for by Nomura et al. (“Nomura™).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 20-21 and 30-31 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
unpatentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura, this rejection is respectfully traversed.

As mentioned above, claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amended to recite the feature that

each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

None of the cited references disclose that the battle game is played under each battle
condition during each game term. In particular, Noguchi is a role-playing game, so the
condition of battle may be changed in each turn of player unlike the claimed invention.

Inagawa was cited for a condition for providing a reward to the player, and Nomura
was cited for a start timing and an end timing of each game term. However, neither Inagawa

nor Nomura discloses that each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that none of Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura, even

2 See MPEP 2131: "A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is
found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference," (Citations omitted) (emphasis
added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered in judging the patentability of that
claim against the prior art."
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of February 22, 2018
when considered in combination teach or suggest the claimed feature.

As a result, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 19, 26, and 35-38
are patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura. As claims 20-25 depend from
independent claim 19, claims 27-34 depend from independent claim 26, Applicant respectfully
submits that claims 20-25 and 27-34 are likewise patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and
Nomura.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the §103 rejections of claims 20-21 and 30-31 be withdrawn.

14
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of February 22, 2018
CONCLUSION
Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion,
the outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as
amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986

(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TIM/COH/BWP/ksh
June 19, 2018
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Approved for use through 7/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number (Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) | 09850001US

Application Number

14/631,221 " February 25, 2015

For
GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

Art Unit Examiner

3717 Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

This is a request under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-identified application.

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee Micro Entity Fee
One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $200 $100 $50 s 200.00
|:| Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(2)) $600 $300 $150 $
D Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,400 $700 $350 $
[] Fourmonths (37 CFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,200 $1,100 $550 $
[] Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $3,000 $1,500 $750 $

D Applicant asserts small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

Applicant certifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.
Form PTO/SB/15A or B or equivalent must either be enclosed or have been submitted previously.

A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed.

Payment by credit card. ERrREOxA3R ixaitackhed.

The Director has already been authorized to charé;effe.es in this application to a Deposit Account.
eficiencies,
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any feeswhictkrrayxba xggeikad, or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number 50-5976

O OO

Payment made via EFS-Web.

[<]

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

| am the

|:| applicant.

attorney or agent of record. Registration number o1 ’986

|:| attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number
/Timothy J. Maier/ June 19, 2018

Signature Date
Timothy J. Maier 703-740-8322
Typed or printed name Telephone Number

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below™.

[] *Total of forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART |

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | ApPlicaiion or Doket Number | Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/631,221 02/25/2015 | [] o be Mailed
enTiTy: [XJLARGE []smaLL [] micro

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L] asic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(87 GFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c))
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
87 CFR116(K). (i) or (m)
D EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
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37 CER 1.16(i minus 20 = X $ =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ’ N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X8 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
m of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ASF;PCLF‘%TSN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
{ 18(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
p—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— | 06/19/2018 | ;rren PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= [mgeer ]-20 Minus | - 20 -0 x 5100 - 0
z s -6 inus | 6 - 0 x 5460 - 0
<§( l:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
l:l FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total z7cFr N ) "
[l R Minus = X$ =
Independent N ) e
= | Geeencen) Minus - xs -
E D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
<C |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE
LIE

ANGELA s. WHITE

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
62008 7590 06/15/2018
‘ EXAMINER
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC | |
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
06/15/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . , 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary
Examiner Art Unit
DAMON PIERCE 3717

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON PIERCE. (3) .

(2) ByungWoonq Park. (4) .

Date of Interview: 12 June 2018.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [Japplicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed []101 [J112 [J102 [X]103 [JOthers

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: 6.

Identification of prior art discussed: Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Applicant requested a follow-up with the Examiner to discuss further proposed claim amendments. Consequently,
the Examiner agreed that the proposed claim amendments appear to overcome the cited prior art.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

X Attachment

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20180612
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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modify the previously proposed amendment, for example, as:

“, and the first opponent character and the second opponent character are same or different-depending
onthesecond-battlecondition, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during the
second term”

As shown in the attachment, in the client’s modification, the opponent characters are same or
different regardisss the current battle condition, so the claim scope is a little broader than the previous
proposed amendments.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
62008 7590 06/06/2018
‘ EXAMINER
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC | |
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
06/06/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . , 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary
Examiner Art Unit
DAMON PIERCE 3717

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON PIERCE. (3)ByungWoong Park.

(2) Tim Harbeck. (4) .

Date of Interview: 01 May 2018.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [Japplicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [XJ101 X112 X102 [X]103 [JOthers

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: All.

Identification of prior art discussed: Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Applicant requested an interview the Examiner fo dscuss proposed claim amendments in overcoming outstanding
rejections. Consequently, the Examiner aqgreed that the proposed claim amendments appear to overcome the 112,
102, and 103 rejections, yet, further analysis is still required regarding 101 rejection.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

X Attachment

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20180530
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit: 3717
U.S. Patent Application No.: 14/631,221

Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON
Filed: February 25, 2015 JOSEPH
Title: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

Interview Agenda— Not For Entry

Dear Sir:
In response to the Office Action mailed February 22, 2018, for the purposes of an

examiner interview, please find our agenda outlined in the following pages.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Claims 1-18 were previously canceled.

Proposed to AMEND claims 19-38 as shown below.

The following list of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1-18. (Canceled)

19. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing
instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a
player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers
to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle

condition is not changed during the third term.

20. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
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according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a

reward to the player.

21. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

22. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.

23. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.

24. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the battle is conducted on a second field different from

the first field.

25. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a

game screen.

26. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing
instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a
player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers
to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle
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condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term.

27. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

independent from a battle result of the first term.

28. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of

the first term.

29. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition depends on an attack status

of the first term.

30. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for providing

a reward to the player.

31. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

32. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.
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33. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.

34. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a

game screen.

35. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of
computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle

condition is not changed during the third term.

36. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:
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displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;
during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term.

37. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle
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condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle

condition is not changed during the third term.

38. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second
battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term.
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Discussion Agenda
Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

The outstanding Office Action indicated that claim 19 recites the limitations "an

opponent character based on a parameter set on a card by a player's operation” respectively in
lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of the claim, but it is unclear whether the claim recitations are

referring to the same or different "opponent characters", "parameter sets", "cards"”, and
"player operations”. Also, the Office Action indicated the claim numbers of dependencies
are required to be corrected.

In response, the claims are amended to correct the noted informalities. If, however,
the Examiner disagrees, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned who will be

happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to derive mutually acceptable language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §101
In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101,

as allegedly being directed to non-statutory subject matter.

The Office Action alleged the claimed invention recites concepts related to a mental
process for circuit design which respectively corresponds to a concept identified as abstract
idea by the court in Synopsys. However, Applicant respectfully submits that the claimed
invention, as a whole, is not similar to the abstract idea discussed in the Synopsys case. More
specifically, in Synopsys, the court defined the abstract idea as translating a functional
description of a logic circuit into a hardware component. In contrast, the claimed invention

concerns operating the battle game under a specific set of rules.

In McRO, the Federal Circuit court found a set of rules to be an improvement in an
existing animation process instead of an abstract idea. In McRO, the court determined the set
of rules enabled the automation of specific animation tasks that previously could not be
automated. The claimed invention also includes a specific set of rules for operating a game
which, when viewed as whole, promote active participation of players with a wide range of
levels and enjoyment throughout a group battle. Thus, like McRO, the specific set of rules of
the claimed invention enables automation of a battle game that would not have been previously
automated.

Therefore, for at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the
claims are directed toward patent-eligible subject matter. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully

requests that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 be withdrawn.
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Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102 and 103
In the outstanding Action, claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.
§102(a)(1) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0054402 to Noguchi et al.
(*“Noguchi™).
Claims 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over
Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2014/0295973 to Inagawa et al. (“Inagawa™).

Claims 21 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over
Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2008/0254849 to Nomura et al. (“Nomura”).
Claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are the independent claims presently under consideration, and

claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amended to recite the feature that each battle condition is not

changed during each game term. Non-limiting supports of the amendments may be found,
for example, at paragraphs [0069]-[0075].

None of the cited references disclose that the battle game is played under each battle
condition during each game term. In particular, Noguchi is a role-playing game, so the
condition of battle may be changed in each turn of player unlike the claimed invention.

Inagawa was cited for a condition for providing a reward to the player, and Nomura
was cited for a start timing and an end timing of each game term. However, neither Inagawa

nor Nomura discloses that each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that none of Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura, even
when considered in combination teach or suggest the claimed feature.

As aresult, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 19, 26, and 35-38
are patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura. As claims 20-25 depend from
independent claim 19, claims 27-34 depend from independent claim 26, Applicant
respectfully submits that claims 20-25 and 27-34 are likewise patentable over Noguchi,
Inagawa, and Nomura.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the §103 rejections of claims 19-38 be withdrawn.
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CONCLUSION

Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion,

the outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as
amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that
effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986

(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

10
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A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 14631221

Filing Date: 25-Feb-2015

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Koichi SUZUKI
Filer: Timothy Joseph Maier/Yuko Yokoyama
Attorney Docket Number: 09850001US

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I';(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
Submission- Information Disclosure Stmt 1806 1 240 240
Total in USD ($) 240
Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 506



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 31954080
Application Number: 14631221
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9188

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Filer Authorized By:

Attorney Docket Number: 09850001US
Receipt Date: 05-MAR-2018
Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015
Time Stamp: 13:36:54

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $240

RAM confirmation Number

030518INTEFSW13380600

Deposit Account

505976

Authorized User

Yuko Yokoyama

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:
Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1035721

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

Form (SB08)

09850001US-IDS-PTOSB08a.pdf

809147d9a9327296cd1569¢343480787a36|
c9fb9

no 4

Warnings:

Information:

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent

Documents or Non Patent Literature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

2194351
2 Non Patent Literature D001_PuyopuyoTetrisManual_ no 16
2014.pdf
29f3edab338a2f56cf91259f57995248b4bal
17
Warnings:
Information:
1094511
3 Non Patent Literature DOOLNK:ON'%?PED'AJOW' no 11
p 6234e77e62d2a859fd016¢57222bas8de10f|
Warnings:
Information:
222525
4 Non Patent Literature DOO3_N|nter1u;ol-;cf)mepage_20 no 3
p 0945fec792403492cd505d21596099e39ff9
2285
Warnings:
Information:
989845
. D004_KONAMIOFFICIALGUIDE
5 Non Patent Literature no 8
_2000.pdf
23aa4745dc04d921e2a06c08eedeSchebd1
6b6fa
Warnings:
Information:
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2072312
6 Non Patent Literature D0057W|nnangEljfvenZOOOJOO no 20
p c04bf730aa8f8de75686a26413665d2a8ce|
2e61
Warnings:
Information:
998328
7 Non Patent Literature D006_PRIMEGOAL3_1995.pdf no 7
10e39b9a%b. 905;;‘“‘1091
Warnings:
Information:
68592
8 Non Patent Literature D007_JFAHomepage_2017.pdfl no 1
6cc5c9aal7bc23f425b6fda652b00173e94¢)
afdo
Warnings:
Information:
303522
9 Non Patent Literature D008_SOCCERRules_2001.pdf no 4
6d0:; 7;:;;;7“‘
Warnings:
Information:
4547360
10 Foreign Reference R0O01_JP2002301264A.pdf no 46
9a378d9dbb15a135e975cfdc9e3b264b3f5)
azaSa
Warnings:
Information:
30996
11 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
cd0e059deef8e02a277cc530703719f%a1c3
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 13558063
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188
62008 7590 0212212018
‘ EXAMINER
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC | |
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
02/22/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
DAMON PIERCE 3717 f(‘;‘sus

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1/5/18.
[] A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon ____.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.

3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
__ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

5K Claim(s) 19-38is/are pending in the application.

ba) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)[] Claim(s) _____is/are allowed.

7)X Claim(s) 19-38is/are rejected.

8)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.

9 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp//ww. uspio.gov/patents/init_events/pph/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieadback@uspio.qov.

Application Papers
10)[0] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[] Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) & Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 I:‘ Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/1/17. ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180213
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

DETAILED ACTION
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114
2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/5/18

has been entered.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

4. Claims 19-28, and 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112
(pre-AlA), second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and
distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA

the applicant regards as the invention.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 3
Art Unit: 3717

5. Claim 19 recite the limitations "an opponent character based on a parameter set
on a card by a player’s operation” respectively in lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of the
claim, however it is unclear whether the claim recitations are referring to the same or
different "opponent characters", "parameter sets", "cards”, and “player operations”.
Also, claims 26 and 35-38 has the same or similar issues as state above in claim 19.
6. Claims 20-25 each respectively recite the limitation “according to claim 17” in
lines 1 and 2 of each claim, however, claim 17 has been cancelled, thus, deemed
indefinite.

7. Claims 27, 28, and 31-34 each respectively recite the limitation “according to
claim 24” in lines 1 and 2 of each claim, however, it is unclear whether the
corresponding limitations of the each claim is related to claim 26 or claim 24, thus,

deemed indefinite.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title.

9. Claims 19-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is
directed to a judicial exception (i.e., a law of nature, a natural phenomenon, or an

abstract idea) without significantly more. The claims are directed to the abstract idea of
conducting game rules while using cards during the game related to concepts relating to

organizing or analyzing information in a way that can be performed mentally or is
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 4
Art Unit: 3717

analogous to human mental work which falls under an abstract idea of "an idea 'of
itself".

The claims recite concepts related to a mental process for circuit design which
respectively corresponds to a concept identified as abstract idea by the courts in
Synopsys court decision. Claims 19 recite, in part, a player conducting a battle game

(conventional equipment and practice), displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards

selected from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards (conventional equipment and

practice); during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a

first battle condition (conventional equipment and practice, and a mental process of

Synopsys, and a human using pen and paper); during a second term of the battle game

continued from the first term, conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a
parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a second battle
condition, wherein the second battle condition is different from the first battle condition
and is predetermined independent from a battle result of the first term (conventional

equipment and practice, and a mental process of Synopsys, and a human using pen

and paper); and during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term,
conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card
selected by a player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result

of the second term (conventional equipment and practice. and a mental process of

Synopsys. and a human using pen and paper).
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 5
Art Unit: 3717

The claims does not include additional elements that are sufficient to amount to
significantly more than the judicial exception because the additional elements when
considered both individually and as an ordered combination do not amount to
significantly more than the above-identified judicial exception (the abstract idea). The

claims recite the additional limitations of “computers”, “memory”, “processor” all of which
are recited at a high level of generality and are recited as performing generic computer
functions routinely used in computer applications. Generic computer components
recited as performing generic computer functions that are well-understood, routine and
conventional activities amount to no more than implementing the abstract idea with a
computerized system.

Claims 20-25 and 27-34 include all the limitations and are dependent on claims

19 and 26. Therefore, claims 20-25 and 27-34 recite the same abstract idea of

“conducting game rules while using cards during the game.”

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
10.  In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35
U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any
correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.
11.  The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 6
Art Unit: 3717

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented, described in a printed publication, or in public use,
on sale or otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed
invention.

(a)(2) the claimed invention was described in a patent issued under section 151, or in an
application for patent published or deemed published under section 122(b), in which the
patent or application, as the case may be, names another inventor and was effectively filed
before the effective filing date of the claimed invention.

12.  Claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being

anticipated by US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi).

Claims 19, 26, 35, 36, 37, and 38. Noguchi discloses a non-transitory computer-
readable recording medium storing instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of
computers capable of being used by a player conducting a battle game, the instructions
causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute (Figs. 1 and 2, and §[23-31])
steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is
a stack of virtual cards (Fig. 2 and 4A and {68);

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation
under a first battle condition (§52-60]);

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term,
conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a
card selected by a player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein
the second battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is

predetermined independent from a battle result of the first term (48, 52-60, and
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76] in this case a battle condition includes a different instance and effect of a virtual
card); and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term,
conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a
card selected by a player's operation under a third battle condition, wherein the
third battle condition is different from the second battle condition and is
dependent on a battle result of the second term (4[48, 52-60, 74, and 78] during a
continued battle yet a different action by a player affects the health value/points of an

enemy character).

Claims 22 and 32. Noguchi discloses wherein an attack strength to the
opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack
strength to the opponent character under the first battle condition ({[52-60, 62,
70-72, and 77] where the damage of an attack has been increased during a

second instance of attacking an enemy character).

Claims 23 and 33. Noguchi discloses wherein the parameter includes an
attack strength and a life force (4[48, 52-60, 62, and 77] discloses level of effect

and damage).

Claim 24. Noguchi discloses wherein the battle is conducted on a second

field different from the first field (Fig. 2 and 4A and §68).
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Claims 25 and 34. Noguchi discloses wherein the first field and the second

field are included in a game screen (Fig. 2 and 4A and §68).

Claims 26, 36, and 38. Noguchi discloses a non-transitory computer-readable
recording medium storing instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers
capable of being used by a player conducting a battle game (Figs. 1 and 2, and {[23-
31]), the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is
a stack of virtual cards (Fig. 2 and 4A and {68);

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent
character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation
under a first battle condition on a second field different from the first field (Fig. 2
and 4A, and q[48, and 52-60]); and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term,
conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a
card selected by a player's operation under a second battle condition different
from the first battle condition on the second field (448, 52-60, and 76] during a
continued battle yet a different action by a player affects the health value/points of an

enemy character).
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Claim 27. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition is
predetermined independent from a battle result of the first term (§[52-60] in this

case a battle condition includes a different instance and effect of a virtual card)

Claim 28. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition depends
on a battle result of the first term ([52-60] during a continued battle yet a
different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy

character).

Claim 29. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition depends
on an attack status of the first term (§[52-60] during a continued battle yet a
different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy

character).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
13.  In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35
U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any
correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.
14.  The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:
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A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

15.  The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating
obviousness or nonobviousness.
16.  Claims 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi) in view of US Pub. 20140295973 to

Inagawa et al (Inagawa).

Claims 20 and 30. Noguchi fails to explicitly disclose a condition for
providing a reward to the player.

Inagawa teaches a condition for providing a reward to the player (954).
The gaming system of Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of
Inagawa because providing some form of benefit to a player upon winning a fight
during video game play is commonly known. Providing benefits such as rewards
to a winning player of a fight is done to enhance game play excitement in an

attempt for game players to receive a large variety of benefits ranging from

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002
Page 521



Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 11
Art Unit: 3717

increasing game currency to gaining new found powers all of which adds
entertainment value to the game play.

It would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art before the
effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of
Noguchi with the teachings of Inagawa in order to provide a more entertaining

and exciting video game.

17.  Claims 21 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over
US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi) in view of US Pub. 20080254849 to

Nomura et al (Nomura).

Claims 21 and 31. Noguchi fails to explicitly disclose the limitations of
claims 21 and 31.

Nomura teaches a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term
and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as
a reference (Fig. 3B, element 124, and §121-123). The gaming system of
Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of Nomura in order to limit
the amount of time game players have to make game inputs which would make
the game play more challenging to the game players.

It would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art before the

effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of
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Noguchi with the teachings of Nomura in order to make the game play more

challenging to the game players.

Response to Arguments
18.  Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-38 have been considered but
are moot because the arguments do not apply to any of the references being used in

the current rejection.

Conclusion
19.  Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270-
1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's
supervisor, Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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20. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-14)

Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application | ) 021 59 Fiing | bo45.02.25 Docket Number | |yq050601us At | g
Number Date (if applicable) Unit

First Named |\ . 1 suzuki Examiner Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Inventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, to any intermational application that does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371, or to any design application. The
Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW . USPTO.GOV.

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR 1.114

Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order
in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s).

I:I Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as a
submission even if this box is not checked.

|:| Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[] Other

Xl Enclosed

Amendment/Reply
|:| Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

|:| Affidavit{s)/ Declaration(s)

[] other

MISCELLANEOUS

D Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of months
(Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required)

[] other

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.
g The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, to
Deposit Account No |505976

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

> Patent Practitioner Signature

Applicant Signature

EFS - Web 2.1.15
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-14)

Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

Signature | fTimothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) E018—01—05 I
Name Irimothy J. Maier Registration Number F1986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to
file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and sefect option 2.

EFS - Web 2.1.15

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002
Page 538



Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.S5.C. 352) and the Privacy Act (3 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of recerds may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of recerds may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and pregrams, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpase, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a viclation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS - Web 2.1.15
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI
Art Unit: 3717
U.S. Patent Application No. 14/631,221
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
Filed: February 25, 2015
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Title: GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

SUBMISSION UNDER 37 CFR 1.114
(AMENDMENT)

Commissioner for Patents January 5, 2018
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed September 8, 2017, and together with a Request
for Continued Examination (RCE), the period for response being extended by one (1) month
upon payment of the necessary fee, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the
Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please CANCEL claims 1-18 as shown below.

Please ADD claims 19-38 as shown below.

The following list of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1. - 18. (Canceled).

19. (New) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing instructions to
be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a player conducting
a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character
based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle
condition;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different
from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent from a battle result of the
first term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
20. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a reward to the

player.

21. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 17, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term and the second

term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

22. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 17, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the second battle
condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the first battle

condition.

23. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life force.

24, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the battle is conducted on a second field different from the first field.

25. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a game screen.

26. (New) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing instructions to
be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a player conducting

a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute steps of:
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;
during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character
based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle
condition on a second field different from the first field; and
during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

second field.

27. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 24, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined independent from a battle

result of the first term.

28. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of the first term.

29. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 26, wherein the second battle condition depends on an attack status of the first term.

30. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 26, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for providing a reward to the

player.

31. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
claim 24, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term and the second

term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

32. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 24, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the second battle
condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the first battle

condition.

33. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life force.

34, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a game screen.

35. (New) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of computers
capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character
based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle
condition;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different

from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent from a battle result of the
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
first term; and
during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.

36. (New) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of computers
capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character
based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle
condition on a second field different from the first field;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

second field.

37. (New) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conduct a battle to an opponent character based
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle condition;
during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conduct the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different
from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent from a battle result of the
first term; and
during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conduct the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.

38. (New) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memory storing instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmed to:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conduct a battle to an opponent character based
on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a first battle condition on a
second field different from the first field; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conduct the
battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's
operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

second field.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

REMARKS
Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion, is
respectfully requested. Claims 1-18 were originally presented. Claims 1-18 have been
canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 19-38 have been added. Accordingly, claims
19-38 are pending in the present Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present
Response, claims 19-38 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submits that

no new matter has been introduced by the foregoing amendments.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-15, 17, and 18 stand rejected under
35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0344940,
applied for by Kurabayashi, et al. (“Kurabayashi”), in view of U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2007/0265046, applied for by Sato (“Sato™).

Claims 4, 10, and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over
Kurabayashi and Sato in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2014/0213356,
applied for by Iwano (“Iwano™).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 1-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable
over Kurabayashi, Sato, and Iwano, this rejection is respectfully traversed.

Claims 1-18 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer in favor of claims 19-
38. Claims 19, 26, and 35 are the independent claims presently under consideration. None of
the cited references have been applied against the present claims. Furthermore, Applicants
respectfully submit that none of Kurabayashi, Sato, and Iwano, even when considered in
combination teach or suggest the features of new independent claims 19, 26, and 35.

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that the outstanding rejection is
moot and should be withdrawn. Examination on the merits of new claims 19-38 is respectfully

requested.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US
Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017
CONCLUSION
Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion,
the outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as
amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986

(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TIM/COH/TMH/ksh
January 5, 2018
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 14631221

Filing Date: 25-Feb-2015

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Koichi SUZUKI
Filer: Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris
Attorney Docket Number: 09850001US

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sul:j;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS IN EXCESS OF 3 1201 3 420 1260

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 549



Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Extension-of-Time:

Extension - 1T month with $0 paid

1251

200

200

Miscellaneous:

RCE- 1st Request

1801

1200

1200

Total in USD ($)

2660
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 31424383
Application Number: 14631221
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9188

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filer Authorized By:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Attorney Docket Number: 09850001US
Receipt Date: 05-JAN-2018
Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015

Time Stamp: 17:55:18

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $2660

RAM confirmation Number

010818INTEFSW17554600

Deposit Account

505976

Authorized User

Kelli Harris

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)
37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)
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File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y )V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
127919
1 Extension of Time 09850001US-1MoEQT.pdf no 1
66d5d5d0as9eaeaabde9b2aa74 1afaad 224
de2e7
Warnings:
Information:
1349882
Request for Continued Examination 09850001US-RCE-Trans-EFS-
2 RCE Form.pdf no 3
( ) Orm'p 3105ba7829b1c98d0325634d2d2f1e9f5fal
9e50
Warnings:
Information:
105160
Amendment Submitted/Entered with
3 - 09850001US-114Sub-Amd.pdf no 9
Flllng Of CPA/RCE 87552a97e885411577337666d2c60bc8f70|
ac7a3
Warnings:
Information:
34573
4 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
816c28bc76c46b11220050ef245be3afel6f)
Ofda
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 1617534
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/AIA/22 (03-13)

Approved for use through 7/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number (Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) | 09850001US

Application Number

14/631,221 " February 25, 2015

For
GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

Art Unit Examiner

3717 Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

This is a request under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-identified application.

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee Micro Entity Fee
One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $200 $100 $50 s 200.00
|:| Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(2)) $600 $300 $150 $
D Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,400 $700 $350 $
[] Fourmonths (37 CFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,200 $1,100 $550 $
[] Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $3,000 $1,500 $750 $

D Applicant asserts small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

Applicant certifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.
Form PTO/SB/15A or B or equivalent must either be enclosed or have been submitted previously.

A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed.

Payment by credit card. ERrREOxA3R ixaitackhed.

The Director has already been authorized to charé;effe.es in this application to a Deposit Account.
eficiencies,
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any feeswhictkrrayxba xggeikad, or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number 50-5976

O OO

Payment made via EFS-Web.

[<]

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

| am the

|:| applicant.

attorney or agent of record. Registration number o1 ’986

|:| attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number
/Timothy J. Maier/ January 5, 2018

Signature Date
Timothy J. Maier 703-740-8322
Typed or printed name Telephone Number

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below™.

[] *Total of forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART |

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/631,221 02/25/2015 | [] 7o be Mailed
enTiTY:  [X] LARGE [] smALL [ ] MICRO

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L] Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A
37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c]
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(K), (i), or (m))
O
EXAMINATION FEE
(37 GFR 1.16(0), (p), or () N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS } .
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) minus 20 = X $ =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X3 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
0 of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
%F;PCLF‘%"?TS': SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
{ 18(s) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
_—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
. | 01/052018 EE?"EAF'KN'NG EE{EA\%(EDTJSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
5 AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= Jotal 7 oFR 20 Minus | = 20 -0 x $80 = 0
z S'Q?Z’éiﬂéf;ﬁ)) * 6 Minus | =3 -3 x $420 = 1260
> D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
<
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 1260
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
RE&"F’?'E‘L{NG PF’;‘E%""'C?UEQKLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE (§)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total (37 cFrR * i .
Gl s Minus = X $ =
Independent . )
= | e, Minus - Xs -
E I:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
< |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE

LIE
DEBRA SAVOY

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 05850002US 9188
62008 7590 09/08/2017
‘ ‘ EXAMINER
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC | |
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
09/08/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
DAMON PIERCE 3717 ves®

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 5/18/17 and 7/6/17.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon _____.
2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-final.

3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
__ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5)X] Claim(s) 1-18is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7)X Claim(s) 1-18is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
9)J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp//vww. uspio.gov/peatents/init_events/pphvindax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeadback@uspio.qoy.

Application Papers
10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)JAl  b)[]Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
) . Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) & Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 I:l Oth
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 5/18/17 ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20170831
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

DETAILED ACTION
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
2. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35
U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any
correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of
rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be
the same under either status.
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating

obviousness or nonobviousness.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 3
Art Unit: 3717

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-15, 17, and 18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being
unpatentable over US Pub. 20130344940 to Kurabayashi et al in view of US Pub.

20070265046 to Sato.

Claims 1, 7, and 13. Kurabayashi discloses a game control method comprising:

dividing a battle time into a plurality of time slots in a battle game between
groups with a battle time managing unit stored in a memory, the battle time
managing unit further comprising a timer (§[21-23, 45, and 50] discloses the
schedule module can schedule game changes to occur at defined times), and
members of a group being characters stored in the memory, each character
controlled by a player via a client device sending requests to a server (Fig. 9, and
q[2-4 and 51]);

setting a battle condition of at least one of the time slots in the plurality of
time slots with a battle condition changing unit in the memory to differ from a
battle condition of a second time slot in the plurality of time slots based on data
from a battle condition extraction unit in the memory and a target changing unit
in the memory (445, 51, and 52]); and

conducting the battle game on the server by a battle rendering unit in the
memory based on the battle condition ([2-4, 21-23, and 51]) whereby at least one
of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is different from the second time slot
in the plurality of time slots ({[45, 51, and 52] discloses the schedule module can

schedule game changes to occur at defined times).
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 4
Art Unit: 3717

However, Kurabayashi fails to explicitly disclose wherein the battle condition is
set independent from the player's performance.

Sato teaches wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player's
performance ([10, 182, 183, and 190]). The gaming system of Kurabayashi would
have motivation to use the teachings of Sato in order to provide usage of player
characters’ special abilities during a battle according to predetermined periods of time
which would make the game more strategic for game players.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art before the
effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of
Kurabayashi with the teachings of Sato in order to provide usage of player characters’
special abilities during a battle according to predetermined periods of time which would

make the game more strategic for game players.

Claims 2, 8, and 14. Kurabayashi discloses wherein setting the battle
condition comprises changing the battle condition based on conditions set by a
target changing unit in the memory, for each of the plurality of time slots by a
battle condition changing unit in the memory (§[21-23, 33, 45, and 51] where
avatars associated with game players in a battle game are subject to game play
changes so that the game action patterns for particular game scenarios or game
tests that were successful and subject to convergence are no longer successful
or beneficial for the particular game scenarios or game tests in which the game

play action patterns were utilized and previously successful).
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 5
Art Unit: 3717

Claims 3, 9, and 15. Kurabayashi in view of Sato teaches wherein the
battle condition comprises changing an ability value of a member of the group
designated by the target changing setting unit in a parameters area of the
memory with the battle condition changing unit in the memory (Sato Figs. 10 and
11, and §[9, 187, and 204] where as a player character ascends in higher levels

the player character have enhanced abilities).

Claims 5, 11, and 17. Kurabayashi in view of Sato teaches wherein when
setting the battle condition, based on a battle result, determined by a battle
rendering unit in the memory, in an earlier time slot among the plurality of time
slots, the battle condition is set by changing the battle condition in a time slot
after the earlier time slot by the battle time managing unit in the memory

(Kurabayashi §[21-23, 45, and 51]; and Sato q[173 and 187]).

Claims 6, 12, and 18. Kurabayashi in view of Sato teaches wherein
the battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result,
determined by a battle rendering unit in the memory, in the earlier time
slot, an item, stored in the parameters section of the memory, usable in
the battle by a member of the group as determined by a target changing

setting unit (Sato §[173 and 187] where a player character may use a
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 6
Art Unit: 3717

specific item, power, or skill depending on player character’s state or

status during game play).

6. Claims 4, 10, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable
over US Pub. 20130344940 to Kurabayashi et al in view of US Pub. 20070265046 to
Sato as applied to claims 1, 7, and 13 above, and further in view of US Pub.

20140213356 to lwano et al (lwano).

Claims 4, 10, and 16. Kurabayashi in view of Sato fails to explicitly
disclose the limitations of claim 4, 10, and 16.

Iwano teaches wherein the battle condition comprises increasing, by a
ratio with the battle condition changing unit in the memory, an ability value,
stored in the parameters area of the memory and designated by a target
changing setting unit in the memory, of a member having a low value, among the
members of the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle as
determined by the target changing unit in the memory (Figs. 5 and 6, and {[48
and 82]). The gaming system of Kurabayashi in view of Sato would have
motivation to use the teachings of lwano in order to assist other group game
players in hopes to simplify game play for beginners or players with less game
experience.

It would have been further obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art

before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 7
Art Unit: 3717

system of Kurabayashi in view of Sato with the teachings of lwano in order to
assist other group game players in hopes to simplify game play for beginners or

players with less game experience.

Response to Arguments
7. Applicant’s arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are
moot because the arguments do not apply to the combination of the references being

used in the current rejection.

Conclusion
8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37
CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631,221 Page 8
Art Unit: 3717

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270-
1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video
conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an
interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request
(AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Damon Pierce/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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Reexamination
. . 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Notice of References Cited . .
Examiner Art Unit
DAMON PIERCE 3717 Page 1 of 1
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
* Couty e oo ode | My Name CPC Classification US Classification
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o . . . Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ho persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 14631221
Filing Date P015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor |I(oichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name |Craig D. Bohren (9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove

. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(e_lmlner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na”.‘e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code? of cited Document )

Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U_S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner| Cite No Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code’| Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
Pages,Columns,Lines

Name of Patentee or where Relevant

) . 5
Applicant of cited Passages or Relevant T
Document

Figures Appear

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication
Initial* No [Number3 Code2j Code4| Date

Cited in the JPOA dated

D.J.B/ 1 P001-129254 P A 2001-05-15 ]KONAMI CO, LTD. April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated

/D.J.8/|2 P014-226408 P A 2014-12-08 PDNA KK April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
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eceipt date: 05/18/2017 14/631.221 - GAU: 3717
Application Number 14631221
Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name |Craig D. Bohren (9188)
Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

/.

. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite o . . )
e (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue humber(s}, TS
Initials No . ; .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
J.B/ 1 |Japanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10 X
bgs., including English translation).
2 [QBIST Inc., The PalyStation2 BOOKS Iron Fist 5 PERFECT GUIDE, Softbank Publishing Inc., June 30, 2005, Second D
D.J.p/ Edition, p. 27 (4 pgs.).
3 Btudio BentStuff Co., Ltd., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March 6, 2007, First Edition, p. D
D.J.B/ H26 (3 pgs.).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /DAMON J PIERCE/ I Date Considered |I 08/31/2017

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 05/18/2017 14/631,221 - GAU: 3717

Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Unt |3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name |Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[ ] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-05-18
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number )51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 05/18/2017 14/631,221 - GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Infarmation Act
(5 U.8.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1874, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(h) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

EASTSearchHistory.14631221_AccessibleVersion.htm[9/1/2017 8:21:07 PM]

Ref {Hits {Search Query DBs Default i{Plurals iTime
# Operator Stamp
S1§2 ("20150238862").PN. us- OR OFF 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 06:26
USPAT;
USOCR;
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S2 {1396 §{(("SUZUKI") near3 ("Koichi")).INV. us- OR OFF 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 06:26
USPAT;
USOCR
53 (("GREE") near3 ("INC")).AANM. USPAT OR OFF 2017/08/30
06:26
822 {{AB3F13/44.CPC. us- OR ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 06:28
USPAT
S5 1630 jA63F13/58.CPC. us- OR ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 06:28
USPAT {
S6 11156 {{A63F13/822.CPC. us- OR ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 06:28
USPAT !
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S8 451 (time or timer or timing) with (battle or us- OR ON 2017/08/30
fight$4 or battling or war or combat$4) PGPUB; 07:05
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character) with (item or ability or point or
attribute or power or condition or
parameter or reward or strength) {
S9 {33 {8 and @ad<="20140225" us- OR i{ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 07:10
USPAT
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or strength or skill or spell or magic or burn
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or defend$4) with (increas$4 or decreas$4
or adjust$5 or chang$5) {
S12 {73 S11 and @ad<="20140225" us- OR ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 07:43
USPAT :
S13 42 S12 and 4 us- OR ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 07:44
USPAT
S14 {11 S12 and S5 us- OR {ON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 07:44
USPAT
S15 {15 {§S12 and S6 us OR JON 2017/08/30
PGPUB; 07:44
USPAT
S16 {114 ii(time or timer or timing or sequence or us- OR JON 2017/08/31
period or checkpoint) with (battle or fight$4{PGPUB; 07:18
or battling or war or combat$4 or duel) USPAT
with (group or team or unit or platoon or
army or clan or partner or tribe or faction)
with (item or ability or point or attribute or
power or condition or parameter or reward
or strength or skill or spell or magic or burn
or effect or defense or defend$4 or special
or recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or hitting or
damage or magic or potion) with (increas$4
or decreas$4 or adjust$5 or chang$5 or
modif$7)
S17 88  {iS16 and @ad<="20140225" us OR ON 2017/08/31
PGPUB; 07:20
USPAT
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PGPUB; 07:27
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S25 6 ("20050054402" | "6354940" | us- OR {{ON 2017/08/31
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under

Reexamination

Search Notes 14631221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Damon Pierce 3717
CPC- SEARCHED

Symbol Date Examiner
CPC 463/031.0000 2/1/17 CB
AB3F13/44 211117 CB
AB63F13/58 2/1/17 CB
AB3F13/822 211117 CB
AB63F13/44 (with keyword search) 9/1/2017 DJP
AB63F13/58 (with keyword search) 9/1/2017 DJP
AB3F13/822 (with keyword search) 9/1/2017 DJP

CPC COMBINATION SETS - SEARCHED
Symbol Date Examiner
US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED
Subclass Date Examiner

Class

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine

the scope of the search.

SEARCH NOTES

Search Notes Date Examiner
Inventors searched 9/1/2017 DJP
Backward and forward searched most relevant art 9/1/2017 DJP
INTERFERENCE SEARCH
US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group Date Examiner
CPC Symbol

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. : 20170831
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

14631221

Filing Date

P015-02-25

First Named Inventor |I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit

|3717

Examiner Name

| Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number

| 05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner
Initials™

Cite
No

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(bock, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ——— g
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

1 lapanese Office Action dated August 15, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (8 X
bgs., including English translation).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ——— g
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-09-01

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 30258008
Application Number: 14631221
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9188

Title of Invention:

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filer Authorized By:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Attorney Docket Number: 05850002US
Receipt Date: 01-SEP-2017
Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015

Time Stamp: 17:42:15

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 05850002US 9188
62008 7590 07/1912017
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MAIER & MAIER, PLLC | |
345 South Patrick Street BOHREN, CRAIG D
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |

3717
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07/19/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . , 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary
Examiner Art Unit
CRAIG D. BOHREN 3717

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) CRAIG D. BOHREN. (3)Iim M. Harbeck (Applicant Atforney.

(2) Tramar Harper (Primary Examiner). (4) .

Date of Interview: 06/27/2017.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [Japplicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed []101 [J112 [J102 [X]103 [JOthers

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)
Claim(s) discussed: 1.
|dentification of prior art discussed: yes.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

Applicant attorney proposed an amended claim 1 .

to add statement to claim 1 "wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player's performance;"
Amendment added to overcome prior art of Conkwright (US2007066403)

Conkwright is dependent on player performance to change battle condition of claim 1

Added amendment makes battle condition changes independent of player performance, invalidating Conkwright.

No Agreement was reached as to patentability..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

X Attachment

/CRAIG D BOHREN/ /Tramar Harper/
Examiner, Art Unit 3717 Primary Examiner, AU 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20170627
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner’s responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant’s correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

—Name of applicant

—Name of examiner

—Date of interview

—Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

—Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

— An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

— An identification of the specific prior art discussed

— Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substance of the interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,

2) an identification of the claims discussed,

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant’s record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner’s initials.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit: 3717
U.S. Patent Application No.: 14/631,221

Examiner: BOHREN, CRAIG D
Filed: 02/25/2015

Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Title:  GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents July 6, 2017
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
In response to the Office Action mailed April 7, 2017, Applicant respectfully requests
reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.
Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMEND claims 1, 6-8, and 13 as shown below.

The following list of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:
1. (Currently Amended) A game control method comprising:

dividing a battle time into a plurality of time slots in a battle game between groups
with a battle time managing unit stored in a memory, the battle time managing unit further
comprising a timer, and members of a group being characters stored in the memory, each
character controlled by a player via a client device sending requests to a server;

setting a battle condition of at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots
with a battle condition changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of a
second time slot in the plurality of time slots based on data from a battle condition extraction

unit in the memory and a target changing unit in the memory, wherein the battle condition is

set independent from the player’s performance; and

conducting the battle game on the server by a battle rendering unit in the memory
based on the battle condition whereby at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time

slots is different from the second time slot in the plurality of time slots.

2. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein setting the battle
condition comprises changing the battle condition based on conditions set by a target
changing unit in the memory, for each of the plurality of time slots by a battle condition

changing unit in the memory.

3. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein the battle
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017
condition comprises changing an ability value of a member of the group designated by the

target changing setting unit in a parameters area of the memory with the battle condition

changing unit in the memory.

4, (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein the battle
condition comprises increasing, by a ratio with the battle condition changing unit in the
memory, an ability value, stored in the parameters area of the memory and designated by a
target changing setting unit in the memory, of a member having a low value, among the
members of the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle as determined by the

target changing unit in the memory.

5. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein when setting the

battle condition, based on a battle result, determined by a battle rendering unit in the memory,
in an earlier time slot among the plurality of time slots, the battle condition is set by changing
the battle condition in a time slot after the earlier time slot by the battle time managing unit in

the memory.

6. (Currently Amended) The game control method according to claim 5, wherein the
battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result, determined by a battle rendering
unit in the memory, in the earlier time slot, an item, stored in the parameters section of the
memory, usable in the battle by a member of the group as determined by a target changing

setting unit.[[.]]

7. (Currently Amended) A system for controlling a battle game between groups,

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002
Page 585



Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017
members of a group being characters each controlled by a player via a client device, the
system comprising:
one or more servers;
a memory; and
a processor programmed to:
means-for-dividing divide a battle time for the battle game into a plurality of time slots
with a time battle managing unit stored in the memory;
means-forseting set a battle condition of at least one of the time slots to differ from a
battle condition of another time slot with a battle condition changing unit stored in the

memory, wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player’s performance; and

meansforeondueting conduct the battle game on the one or more servers by a battle
rendering unit stored in the memory based on the battle condition set-by—the-meansForsettng

8. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 7 wherein the-meansforsetting

the-battle-conditton-ehanges processor is further programmed to change the battle condition

for each time slot when setting the battle condition.

9. (Original) The system according to claim 7, wherein the battle condition comprises
changing an ability value of a member of the group in a parameters area of the memory with

the battle condition changing unit in the memory.

10. (Original) The system according to claim 7, wherein the battle condition comprises

increasing, by a ratio, an ability value of a member having a low value, among the members
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Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

of the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle by a target changing unit in the

memory.

11. (Original) The system according to claim 7, further comprising a battle time
managing unit stored in the memory which sets the battle condition by changing the battle
condition in a time slot after the earlier time slot based on a battle result in an earlier time slot

among the time slots.

12. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein the battle condition includes
setting, based on the battle result in the earlier time slot, an item stored in the memory and

usable in the battle on the one or more servers by a member of the group.

13. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing
instructions to be executed by a server device that controls a battle game between groups,
members of a group being characters each controlled by a player via a client device, the
instructions causing the server device to execute the steps of:

dividing a battle time for the battle game into a plurality of time slots with a battle
time managing unit in a memory, the battle time managing unit further comprising a timer;

setting a battle condition of at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots
with a battle condition changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of

another time slot in the plurality of time slots, wherein the battle condition is set independent

from the plaver’s performance; and

conducting the battle game on a server, with a battle processing unit in the memory,

based on the battle condition set.
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Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

14. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 13, wherein setting the battle condition includes changing the battle condition based on
determinations made by a target changing unit in the memory for each time slot with the

battle condition changing unit.

15. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 13, wherein the battle condition comprises changing an ability value, stored in a
parameters area of the memory, of a member of the group, as set by a target changing unit in

the memory, with the battle condition changing unit.

16. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 13, wherein the battle condition comprises increasing, by a ratio with the battle
condition changing unit in the memory, an ability value of a member, stored in a parameters
area of the memory, having a low value, among the members of the group, for an ability

value exercised during the battle as determined by a target changing unit in the memory.

17. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
claim 13, wherein when setting the battle condition, based on a battle result, determined by a
battle rendering unit in the memory, in an earlier time slot among the plurality of time slots,
the battle condition is set by changing the battle condition in a time slot after the earlier time

slot by the battle condition changing unit.

18. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
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claim 17, wherein the battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result,
determined by battle rendering unit in the memory, in the earlier time slot, an item, stored in

the parameters section of the memory, usable in the battle by a member of the group as

determined by a target changing unit.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017
REMARKS
Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion, is
respectfully requested. Claims 1-18 were originally presented. Claims 1, 6-8, and 13 have
been amended by way of the present Response. Accordingly, claims 1-18 remain pending in
the present Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 1-
18 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submits that no new matter has
been introduced by the foregoing amendments.
Examiner Interview

First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview granted
to Applicant's representative on June 27, 2017, at which time the outstanding issues in this case
were discussed. Arguments similar to the ones herein were presented, and the examiner agreed

to reconsider the outstanding grounds for rejection upon submission of a formal response.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

Claim 7 was noted to be interpreted as invoking § 112(f) or § 112, sixth paragraph. In
response, claim 7 has been amended to remove the language that was interpreted as invoking
§ 112(f) or § 112, sixth paragraph.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2007/0066403, issued to
Conkwright, et al. (“Conkwright™) or U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0344940,
applied for by Kurabayashi, et al. (“Kurabayashi™).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 1-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable
over Conkwright and Kurabayashi, this rejection is respectfully traversed.

Claims 1, 7, and 13 are the independent claims presently under consideration.
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Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

Conkwright and Kurabayashi, whether considered alone or in combination, do not teach or
suggest each and every limitation of the independent claims.
For reference, claim 1 as amended recites:

A game control method comprising: dividing a battle time into a
plurality of time slots in a battle game between groups with a battle time
managing unit stored in a memory, the battle time managing unit further
comprising a timer, and members of a group being characters stored in
the memory, each character controlled by a player via a client device
sending requests to a server; setting a battle condition of at least one of
the time slots in the plurality of time slots with a battle condition changing
unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of a second time slot
in the plurality of time slots based on data from a battle condition
extraction unit in the memory and a target changing unit in the memory,
wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player’s
performance; and conducting the battle game on the server by a battle
rendering unit in the memory based on the battle condition whereby at
least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is different from
the second time slot in the plurality of time slots.

Conkwright does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of claim 1, as amended.
Rather, in Conkwright, a difficulty of the game is adjusted dynamically based on the player’s
capability at a performance evaluation checkpoint which is taken, for example, at every 5
seconds. (See Conkwright at paragraphs [0077], [0081], [0084]-[0085], and [0095].)

In contrast, the present invention requires that “the battle condition is set independent
from the player’s performance.”

Kurabayashi does not cure the deficiencies of Conkwright. To the contrary,
Kurabayashi merely teaches a detecting game play-style convergence, and is cited in the
outstanding Action for an alleged teaching of a gaming system in which players can be
members of a group, and a gaming server configured to be coupled to a provided
simultaneously to a plurality of computing devices, with each player connected to the server.
(See outstanding Office Action at page 9). Notably, like Conkwright, Kurabayashi does not

teach or suggest that “the battle condition is set independent from the player’s performance™ as
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Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

recited by claim 1 of the present invention. Independent claims 7 and 13 recite the same or
similar limitations as claim 1.

Therefore, even if the combination of Conkwright and Kurabayashi is assumed to be
proper, the combination fails to teach every element of the claimed invention.

As a result, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 7, and 13 are
patentable over Conkwright and Kurabayashi.! As claims 2-6 depend from independent claim
1, claims 8-12 depend from independent claim 7, and claims 14-18 depend from independent
claim 13, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 2-6, 8-12, and 14-18 are likewise
patentable over Conkwright and Kurabayashi.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the §103 rejections of claims 1-18 be withdrawn.

1 See MPEP 2142 stating, as one of the three "basic criteria [that] must be met" in order to establish a
prima facie case of obviousness, that "the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest
all the claim limitations," (emphasis added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered
in judging the patentability of that claim against the prior art."

10
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017
CONCLUSION
Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion,
the outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as
amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986

(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TIM/COH/TMH/ksh
July 6, 2017
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L1 Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(87 CFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c))
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR1.16(K) (i) or (m))
D EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p}, or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS . N
37 CER 1.16(i minus 20 = X $ =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X3 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
m of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ASF;PCLF‘%TSN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
{ 18(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
p—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— [ 07/06/2017 | Acrer PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= [ogeer |- 18 vinus | -+ 20 -0 x 580 - 0
=4 I BE wins | -3 -0 x 5420 - 0
<§( l:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
[:l FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total z7cFr N ) "
[l R Minus = X$ =
Independent . ! .
= | Geeencen) Minus - xs -
E D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
<C |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE
LIE

CURTIS NELLOMS JR

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

14631221

Filing Date

P015-02-25

First Named Inventor |I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit

|3717

Examiner Name

|Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number

| 05850002US

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date pplicant of cite Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
Cited in the JPOA dated
1 P001-129254 P A 2001-05-15 KONAMI CO., LTD. April 4, 2017, English
abstract provided.
Cited in the JPOA dated
2 P014-226408 P A 2014-12-08 DNA KK April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button

Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove
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Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit 3717

Examiner Name | Craig D. Bohren (9188)
Attorney Docket Number | 05850002US

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner| Cite
Initials* | No

1 lapanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10 X
bgs., including English translation).

2 [QBIST Inc., The PalyStation2 BOOKS Iron Fist 5 PERFECT GUIDE, Softbank Publishing Inc., June 30, 2005, Second D
Edition, p. 27 (4 pgs.).

3 Btudio BentStuff Co., Ltd., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March 6, 2007, First Edition, p. D
K26 (3 pgs.).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.

4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number |05850002US

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-05-18

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Espacenst

Sibliographic data: JP2001128254 (A} ~ 2001-05-15

GAME SYSTEM, METHOD FOR PROCEEDING WITH GAME, AND COMPUTER
READABLE STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAM

Inventor(s): TAKAHASHI MASAYUKI + (TAKAHASHI MASAY UKI)

Applicant(s): KONAMI CO LTD x (KONAMI CO LTD)

Classification: - international: A63F13/10; A63F13/12; (IPC1-7): AB3F13/10
- cooperative: A63F13/10; A83F13/12; AB3F13/45; AB3F13/58;
AB3F2300/636; AB3F2300/65; AB3E2300/807

Application JP19990317191 19991108 Giobal Dossier
number:

Priority JP19990317191 19991108

number(s):

Also EP1097738 (AZ) EP1097738 (A3)

published as:

Abstract of JPI001128254 {4}

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a
game sysiem usable for 8 second gams
different from a first game in which a
character brought up by a player has
achieved a final goal, with the ability of
the character utilized in the second gamsa.
SOLUTION: A game control device
consults signals from an input device and
gensrates information about the character
o be conirolled by the player. When a firstt
mode s selected, a first game is played in
which the characier & be controlled is
made to act on a virtual game fisld
according o signals from the input device
and information ahout the characier to be
controlled 1s varied depending on the

SRR

G

results of the character's action. Whena |
predeiermined condition is met in the first

game, the first game is ended, and either |+
of plural attributes is sllocated to the
character {0 be conirolled based on
information about the characteriobe
controlied at the end of the first game.
Whaen a second mode is salecled, a
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second game s played using the character 1o which the atlribute is allocated, with the
ability of the character varying depending on the atlribute.
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