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Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
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Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

 
 

Description Fee Code seoepts) in

Pages:

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

Extension-of-Time:
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Application Number: 14631221

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9188

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015 

Time Stamp: 18:13:06

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number 12261 8INTEFSW18140700

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Kelli Harris

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)
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Request for Continued Examination
(RCE) 09850001 US-RCE-Trans.pdf 084e9c95656949F1 16d3bd 1d 147 1872e1a3}

f852a

Information:

1037340

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 09850001US-IDS-Form-
Form (SB08) PTOSBO8a.pdf ceeS9aS4eb826eb920c2a02e1621752feo

 

Warnings: 

Information:

AU.S. Patent NumberCitation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may removethe form to add the required data in orderto correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References.If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

5784220

09850001 US-FR-1-R016-

Foreign Reference JP2008-113858.pdf 77¢ 2838 leab249Ba2 1469 ee9 [43 [ad Ieee 1

Information:

8947722

09850001 US-FR-2-R017-

Foreign Reference JP2006-014956.pd¢ 9c6fe87661f635 1973a6856112115al6b39
dii47

Information:

5737322
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Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiterature

Information:
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Non PatentLiterature

Non PatentLiterature

944418

09850001 US-NPL-4-D017.pdf dbe38085ed 114720cb725bd581 e6c28031f]

3631865

09850001US-NPL-5-D018.pdf 288c2158336ea1d41ea73113727b131511
89005

1030860

09850001 US-NPL-6-D019.pdf Sdb153215fe20248e leaOdc825c8b8f574f3}
04a0,

213226

09850001 US-NPL-7-D020.pdf 87154525342172f3329tc08dbb2354139b

 

Warnings:

Information:

Warnings:

Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:
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Non PatentLiterature

2141320
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6f63d

13040923

09850001 US-NPL-13-D026.pdf 3f078b42 1 4edef1 92f36a1866247 lad8c34e}
7402

2930366

09850001 US-NPL-14-D027.pdf 20d72b93ec 103e0709dd6c8eS0c7b7118cq

4796955

09850001 US-NPL-15-D028.pdf aeSc224b5ce?3d700156619b00t760a8}
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Information:

Warnings:

Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiterature

Information:

3620084
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6e0f

 

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Non PatentLiterature

3213510

09850001 US-NPL-19-D032.pdf 296cdd 9b9eSacf lb | abd 16990dbb77cl ee
aS519

8892484

09850001 US-NPL-20-D033.pdf 693 b5a9425e56ac67052484d 0S2cbab60
obe929

1383572
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2805477
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Non PatentLiterature

Information:

4732146
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Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:
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Non PatentLiterature
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6535349

09850001 US-NPL-27-D040.pdf 0717dbe295d5d/defb3ecdh97b6cco8c99
7b0599

2258336

09850001 US-NPL-28-D041 .pdf efc2166a61 9beSea3eafocBfe27dd7e4b321
a801

14671185

09850001 US-NPL-29-D042.pdf 91 fdfcO1275ad72665 296 1b7165 293 a4fc2

1319202

09850001 US-NPL-30-D043.pdf 726c830603 57f0241b24c801 b7aa05330¢}
61ca
 

Warnings:

Information:

Warnings:

Non PatentLiterature
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Information:
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Non PatentLiterature
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37a73

1943653

09850001 US-NPL-35-D048.pdf 2a923d84e1c94c87¢3c04a64743c759. acf8b

17136175

09850001 US-NPL-36-D049.pdf 242620 1f6e5e85 140772ae 14ddb$29a8721
fe8Sb

4796273
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4a281
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Non PatentLiterature

4182946

09850001 US-NPL38-D051.pdf 44ddb10823a8567469chb7b2309 162285)
5937de

 
 

Information: 

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 335



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 336

Non PatentLiterature

6351247

09850001 US-NPL-39-D052.pdf b620382ec217fod966f549b8dcf86754 1271

 

Warnings: 

Information:

Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiterature
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Non PatentLiteraturepo
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Non PatentLiterature

Non PatentLiterature

1807266

09850001 US-NPL-41-D054.pdf Ad0a/ 80aabab6113a1734d221 5b1dfdb70
b9eaa6

966553

09850001 US-NPL-42-D055.pdf 11c41ded0b092e087f8c408f30522557127
b8ecs

957203

09850001 US-NPL-43-D056.pdf 7Selclble8d594acc3c3 | 10d246a446eae3}
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441072
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Information:
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2948701

NonPatent Literature 09850001US-NPL-46-D059.pdf 41880d9a65 96f6d79¢1075958cb75eda82

4372821

Non PatentLiterature 09850001 US-NPL-12-D025.pdf 40abl 3hd68c026d 174d45 2868b4ed a96469
997290,

1732013

 

Warnings: 

Information:

Information: 

Non PatentLiterature 09850001 US-NPL-25-D038.pdf 9e159a7d1746ce70db354 2f07df5 1a72541b)
O2ebS

Information:

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 2Se62aab465be391 1e7592412b1 603f4e5e6
lefes

Information:

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOof the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new applicationis being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0O/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO asa Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and ofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

62008 7590 10/10/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

EXAMINER
 

~  ERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
 

 
3717

ART UNI PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

10/10/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
Address : COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

 

 

APPLICATION NO./ FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR/ ATTORNEY DOCKETNO.
CONTROLNO. PATENT IN REEXAMINATION

14/631,221 25 February, 2015 SUZUKI, KOICHI 09850001US

EXAMINER
 

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314  DAMON PIERCE

  
 

ART UNIT PAPER

3717 20181003

DATE MAILED:

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or
proceeding.

Conisdered IDS dated 2/25/15, 7/17/15, 12/4/15, and 3/11/16.

/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

Commissionerfor Patents
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Receipt date: 07/17/2015
Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

14631221 - GAU: 3717

PTO/SB/08a (01-10)
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.
 

 
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENTBY APPLICANT —_, Ea
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002us

U.S.PATENTS Remove

. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
Examiner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Name of Patenteeor Applicant Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial No Code1 of cited Document

Figures Appear
    
 

lf you wish te add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
 

Publication
NumberExamine! cite NoInitial

Kind|Publication
Cede} Date

Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear
    
 

 

 

  
 

   
 

 

 

Initials*|No

  
 

EFS Web 2.1.17

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Nameof Patentee or Pages,Columns, Lines
Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant
Initial* No|Number? Code2 | Code4| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear

Cited in the JPOA dated

{D.7.B/} 1 2003-123089 JP A 2003-04-25 Konami Co., Ltd. 04/21/2015; English [|
abstract provided.

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

: : Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS},title of the article (when appropriate}, title of the itemExaminer} Cite ae : : :
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc}, date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Raceiptdate:N7/17/201414631221~GA:3717
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Unit [2717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002uUs 

 

{D.I.Bf|4 Japanese Office Action dated April 21, 2015, in connection with JP Application Na. 2014-034003 {7 pgs).

 

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature documentcitation information please click the Add button Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

  Examiner Signature|/pamow 7 PrEeRem/ Date Considered 10/03/2018 

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST16 if possible. 5 Applicantis to place a check mark hereif]
English language translation is attached.
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Raceiptdate:N7/17/201414631221~GA:3717
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Unit [2717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002uUs 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}:

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to thefiling of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)}(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[_] See attached certification statement.

[_] The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

[|] Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d} for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-07-17

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 51,986

 

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 07/17/2015 14631221 — GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
infarmation, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. Theinformation on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C, 552a(m).

A record related ta an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 03/11/2016 14631221 — GAU: 3717

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (01-10)
Pra . . . Approvedfor use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

| 4631221
po15-02.25

First Named Inventor cichi SUZUKI

Art Unit 3717

Examiner Name HU, KANG

Attorney Docket Number | o5850002us

 

 
 

Application Number 
 

  
Filing Date 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

    
    
 

 

U.S.PATENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

 

 
 If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite No Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code’) Date of cited Document

     
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

 

Name of Patentee or

Applicant of cited
Document

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication: 5
Initial* No|Number3 Code2| Code‘4| Date qT

 
       

 

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No
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Raceiptdata:03/11/201614631221 — GAD: 32717
Application Number 14631221 

Filing Date 2015-02-25 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 3717
Examiner Name HU, KANG

 

  
  
Attorney Docket Number | 05850002US 

¥D.J.B/ Official Decision of Refusal of corresponding JP2015-158515 dated January 19, 2016. 5pgs 
If you wish te add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | {DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered 10/03/2018
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether cr notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents,the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicantis to place a check mark hereiff
English language translation is attached.
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Raceiptdate:3/11/201614631221~GA:3717
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [ari7
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name HU, KANG

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002us 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

* Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2016-03-11

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1986

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 03/11/2016 14631221 — GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 02/25/2015
Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

14631221 - GAU: 3717

PTO/SB/08a (01-10)
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSU

STATEMENT BY APPLICA ( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 

 

 

    Filing Date 2015-02-25

RE First Named Inventor=|Koichi SUZUKI

NT Art Unit | TBD
Examiner Name TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002us
 
 

 

U.S.PATENTS Remove 

Examiner] Cite

Initial* No Patent Number
Kind

Code" Issue Date
Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear    
 

lf you wish te add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove 

Publication
NumberExamine! cite NoInitial

Kind|Publication
Cede} Date

Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear    
 

 

 

  
 

   
 

 

 

Initials*|No

  
EFS Web 2.1.17

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Nameof Patentee or Pages,Columns, Lines
Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant
Initial* No|Number? Code2 | Code4| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear

fD.7.P/ KONAMI DIGITAL Cited in Specification;
1|2013244126 JP A|2013-12-08 ENTERTAINMENT Abstractattached C

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

: : Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS},title of the article (when appropriate}, title of the itemExaminer} Cite ae : : :
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc}, date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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Raceiptdate:12/25/201414631221—GAD:32717
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD   
Attorney Docket Number | 05850002US 

 

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature documentcitation information please click the Add button Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

Examiner Signature /DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered 10/03/2018   
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST16 if possible. 5 Applicantis to place a check mark hereif]
English language translation is attached.
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Raceiptdate:12/25/201414631221—GAD:32717
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD   
Attorney Docket Number | 05850002US 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}:

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
[_] from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)}(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[_] See attached certification statement.

[_] The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

[Xx] Acertification statementis not submitted herewith.
 

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d} for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-02-25

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 51986

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 02/25/2015 14631221 — GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
infarmation, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. Theinformation on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C, 552a(m).

A record related ta an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date:

Doc code: IDS

12/04/2015

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

14631221 - GAU: 3717

PTO/SB/08a (01-10)
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.
 

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

 

 

    
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

First Named Inventor=|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit [3717
Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002us
 
 

 

U.S.PATENTS Remove 

Examiner] Cite
Initial* No

Patent Number
Kind

Code" Issue Date
Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear    
 

lf you wish te add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove 

Examiner}
Initial*

Cite No
Publication
Number

Kind|Publication
Cede} Date

Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear    
 

 

 

  
 

   
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Nameof Patentee or Pages,Columns, Lines
Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant
Initial* No|Number? Code2 | Code4| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear
Cited in the JPOA date

September8, 2015;

D.d.P/|1 2015-157002 JP A 2015-09-03|Gree,Inc. English abstract of [|
corresponding US
2015/238862A1

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add 

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No

  
 

EFS Web 2.1.17

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS},title of the article (when appropriate}, title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc}, date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Raceiptdata:12/04/2015 14631221 — GAD: 32717
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

 

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit [3717
Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002uUs

 

    
 

 

Japanese Office Action dated September8, 2015, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2015-1585151 @ Offic
/D.T.P (f pgs., including English translation).
 

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature documentcitation information please click the Add button Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
 

Examiner Signature /DAMON J PIBRCE/ Date Considered  10/03/2018

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST16 if possible. 5 Applicantis to place a check mark hereif]
English language translation is attached.
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Raceipt date: 12/04/2015 TAGB3L22L — GAU: 2717
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Unit [2717
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Kang Hu (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | 95850002uUs 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s}:

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to thefiling of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)}(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

[X] See attached certification statement.

[_] The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

[|] Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
 

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d} for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-12-04.

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 51986

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

  
EFS Web 2.1.17

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 354



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 355

Receipt date: 12/94/2015 14631221 — GAU: 3717

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
infarmation, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. Theinformation on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C, 552a(m).

A record related ta an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1459
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

 
NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEAND FEE(S) DUE

EXAMINER62008 7590 09/24/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
3717

DATE MAILED:09/24/2018

 APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE TIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONTIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM 

 APPIN. TYPR ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUR PUBLICATION FRE DUP|PREV. PAID ISSUR FER, TOTAT. FRE(S) DUR DATE DUR

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $1000 12/24/2018

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEIS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT, SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. TIE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOWTO REPLYTO THIS NOTICE:

I. Reviewthe ENTITY STATUSshownabove.If the ENTITY STATUSis shown as SMALL or MICRO,verily whether entitlementto that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUSis the same as shownabove, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shownabove.

If the ENTITY STATUSis changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entily fees are 1/2 the amount of small entityfees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL,orits equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Pee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalentof Part B.

I. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advisedto the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER:Maintenancefees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PARTB- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "KEE ADDRESS"formaintenancefee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENTCORRESPONDLENCL ADDRUSS (Note: Use Block | for any change of address) apers. Each additional paper. such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
62008 7590 09242018 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) ‘Transmittal is being deposited with the United

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
5 7 - addressed lo the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

345 South Patrick Street transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22514 lepositor's name)

(Signature) 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

SO $0nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $1000 12/24/2018

 

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS

PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPIT 3717 463-031000

1. Change of correspondence address orindication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page. list
CTR 1.363). (1) The namesof up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1

LJ change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR,alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122)attached. 2(2) The nameofa single firm (having as a membera

registered attorney or agent) and the namesof up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no namewill be printed.

Ly "Bee Address" indication (or "Kee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Numberis required.

3. ASSTGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identificd below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified bclow, the document has beenfiled for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

  
 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE:(CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent): LJ individual LJ Corporation or other private group entity LJ} Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Paymentof Fee(s): (Pleasefirst reapply any previously paid issuc fee shown above)
L} issue Kee (I A check is enclosed.

L] Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) Lj Paymentbycredit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
LY Advance Order - # of Copies J Thedirectoris hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits anyoverpayment, (o Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copyofthis form).

5. Changein Entity Status (from status indicated above) plicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 C : OTE: Absenta valid certification of Micro Entity Status (sce forms s 5A and 15B), issue| Appli ifying mi ity See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Ab lid ificati f Micro Entity S (sce fi PTO/SB/15A and 15B), i
fee payment in the micro entity amountwill nol be accepted al the risk of application abandonment.

pplicant asserting small entity status. See 3 : e application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be takenLD Appl i all enti See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If th licati iousl di i i hecking this b ill be tak
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

icant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. i ecking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro| Appli hanging ‘gul: di d fe NOTE: Checking this b ill be tak b ificati f 1 f entitl i i
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE:This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.  

  

 

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1459
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

62008 7590 09/24/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
3717

DATE MAILED:09/24/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applicationsfiled on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1[(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(@) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

‘The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMBapproves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and(ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is cstimated to take 12 minutcs to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual casc. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPILETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P-O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and ‘Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of
proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be discloscd, as a routine usc, to a Memberof Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whomthe record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respectto the subject matterof the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, underauthority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and anyother relevant(i-e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Suchdisclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record fromthis system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record wasfiled in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomesaware ofa violation or potential violation of lawor regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/631 ,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Notice of Allowability AeERCE mt ynit SreeInventor to File)
Yes

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDin this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENTRIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. & This communication is responsive to 6/19/18.

CT] A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2. (1 An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirement setforth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. ] The allowed claim(s) is/are 19-38. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you maybe eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http:/Awww.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. IX] Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a) KX All =b)[1Some *c) [1] Noneofthe:

1. KJ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. [1 Copiesofthe certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE”of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIODIS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

(1 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentor in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date_

Identifying indicia such as the application number(see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATIONaboutthe deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. KX] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [KJ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 3/5/18 and 8/9/18

3. CF] Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirementfor Deposit 7. Other .
of Biological Material

4. 1 Interview Summary (PTO-4 13),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180825
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

Information Disclosure Statement

1. The information disclosure statementfiled 3/5/18 fails to comply with the

provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because NPL documents are notin

English. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein

has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-

submission of any item of information containedin this information disclosure statement

or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes

of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time offiling the

statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e).

See MPEP§ 609.05(a).

/DJP/
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Page 1 of 1

\ UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFTICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.usplo.gov

 
BIB DATA SHEET

CONFIRMATIONNO.9188

SERIAL NUMBER FILINGor 371(c) GROUPART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET
14/631 221 02/25/2015 09850001 US

RULE

APPLICANTS

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
INVENTORS

Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;
kK CONTINUING DATA BEKEKKEKKKEEEKEEEEKKEREEERER

kK FOREIGN APPLICATIONS BERKEEEEKKKEKEKEEEREREEKEKEERE
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED **
03/09/2015

Foreign Priority claimed yes Uno STATEOR|SHEETS TOTAL |INDEPENDENT
35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met (A Yes LI No L) Metafter COUNTRY |DRAWINGS|CLAIMS CLAIMSAllowance 
Verified and ‘Damon Pierce/

Acknowledged Examiners Signature mils JAPAN 7 18 3

ADDRESS

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
UNITED STATES

TITLE

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

QO) All Fees

C1 1.16 Fees (Filing)
FEES: Authority has been given in PaperFILING FEE : ‘

RECEIVED||No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT {U1 1-17 Fees (Processing Ext. oftime)
for following: LI 1.18 Fees (Issue)

 

  

LJ Other

Q) Credit

    
 

BIB (Rev. 05/07).
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|4455405, SUZUKI, KOICHI

DAMON PIERCE 3717

CPC

2014-09-02

2014-09-02

2014-09-02

 
Version

 
Total Claims Allowed:

 
20

(Assistant Examiner)
/DAMON PIERCE/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 ©.G. Print Claim(s) ©.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20180825
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|4455405, SUZUKI, KOICHI

DAMON PIERCE 3717

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CS PEE]omen|...

CROSS REFERENCE(S)

SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

Po

 

 

 

    

Total Claims Allowed:

 20
(Assistant Examiner)
/DAMON PIERCE/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 ©.G. Print Claim(s) ©.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20180825
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|4455405, SUZUKI, KOICHI

DAMON PIERCE 3717

oO Claims renumberedin the same order as presented by applicant

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original

Total Claims Allowed:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ololaloalala}loalnrn
 
 
 
 
 

         

 20
(Assistant Examiner)
/DAMON PIERCE/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3717 8/25/18 ©.G. Print Claim(s) ©.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 19 4+7A
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20180825
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Receipt date: 08/99/2018
Dec code: IDS

Dec description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

14/631,221 - GAU: 3717
PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 
Filing Date

 
 

First Named Inventor  
 

Art Unit
 

 
 
 

| 4631221
fooSSCS

3717

 

    PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

| 09850001US
Examiner Name  
 

Attorney Docket Number

  
 

 

 
U.S.PATENTS Remove

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
Pr Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial No Code’ of cited Document

 
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

Figures Appear 

Add
 

RemoveU.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS
 

Examiner}
Initial*

Cite No
Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Kind|Publication
Code"'| Date

Nameof Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Publication
Number

     
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add| 

RemoveFOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
 

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

  
  

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No|Number? Code?| Code*| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear

ADLI.PS|1 2005-02-10 Cited in NPL Cite No. 1    AMCO LTD

  

lf you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button  
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No

 
EFS Web 2.1.17

 
Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s),
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Ts
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Raceiptdate:08/09/201214/637221-GAG:3717
Application Number 14631221

 

 

Filing Date 2015-02-25 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit [3717
Examiner Name PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Attorney Docket Number | o9850001Us

 

    
 

 

Office Action issued on May 22, 2018 in corresponding Japanese Application No. 2018-025731; 13 pages.

AYU; Dragon's Shadow; BoomApp Games;[online] URL; http://boom-app.com/etry/dragons-shadow-event02; June 3,
P0013; search on May 7, 2018; 7 pages.

 

PARA.COM; GREE"Tanken Driland", The 2nd Guilde Battle Event "Guild League"; [online] URL; http/Avww.gpara.
om/infos/view/3235; June 27, 2013: search on May 7, 2018; 4 pages.

  
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | {DAMON J PLERCE/ Date Considered | 08/25/2018
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. “ Applicantis to place a check mark here if
English languagetranslation is attached.

  
EFS Web 2.1.17
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Raceiptdate:08/09/201214/637221-GAG:3717
Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

 

 

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit [3717
Examiner Name PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Attorney Docket Number | o9850001Us

 

    
 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
>. from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-08-09

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1986

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

  
EFS Web 2.1.17
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Receipt date: 08/99/2018 14/631,221 - GAU: 3719

Privacy Act Statement
 

 1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 03/95/2018 14/631,221 - GAU: 3719

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (03-15)
Pra . . . Approvedfor use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

| 4631221
fooSSCS

3717

 

 
 
 

Application Number 
 
 

  
Filing Date 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

Art Unit

Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | o9850001us

  
 

  
    
 

 

U.S.PATENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Issue Date Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Code’ of cited Document

 

 
 If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite No Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code’) Date of cited Document

     
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

 
 

  Name of Patentee or

Applicant of cited
Document  

 Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication: 5
Initial* No|Number3 Code2| Code‘4| Date qT 

  

 
 

  

The reference provided
herein is based on a

concurrentin a foreign
jurisdiction.

D.T.B/|1 2002-10-15 |KREGA CORPORATION     

lf you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 

 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No
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Application Number 14631221

Filing Date 2015-02-25

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [ari7
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | o9850001Us 
 

 

 

 
WR aR

RC RAWES. oc eIereeS OnICAUNOLLEGONOUES Wages 10 Eta ee laud AUN IOUS OU ti LO oe IOUS EL 3.
December 20, 2001

If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | f/DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered | 08/25/2018
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether or notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 
 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents,the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. * Applicantis to place a check mark here if
English languagetranslation is attached.

  
EFS Web 2.1.17
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Raceiptdate:03/05/201214/637221-GAG:3717
Application Number 14631221

 

 

Filing Date 2015-02-25 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 3717
 

  Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | o9850001Us
  
 

 
CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

<The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

* Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-03-05

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1,986

 
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

  
EFS Web 2.1.17
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Receipt date: 03/95/2018 14/631,221 - GAU: 3719

Privacy Act Statement
 

 1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

 

EFS Web 2.1.17

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 373

 



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 374

EAS'Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 

iHits {Search Query

(time or timer or timing or sequence or period!
or checkpoint or interval or term) with (battle:
‘for fight$4 or battling or war or combat$4 or |
duel) with (group or team or unit or platoon |
‘or armyor clan or partner or tribe or faction) |
with (item or ability or point or attribute or i
‘ipoweror condition or parameter or reward or
istrength or skill or spell or magic or burn or
ieffect or defense or defend$4 or special or
recover$4 or hit or attack$4 or hitting or
‘idamage or magic or potion) with (increas$4
ior decreas$4 or adjust$5 or chang$5 or

2018/08/25!
11:26

 
 

  
 

(time or timer or timing or sequence or :
‘period or checkpoint or interval or term) with :
‘(battle or tight$4 or battling or war or :
‘icombat$4 or duel) with (group or team or
‘unit or platoon or armyor clan or partner or
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CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
X_ from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-08-09   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et 986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Espacenset

BibNographic data: JP2Z0G5034276 (A) — 2005-02-10

GAME APPARATUS, GAME CONTROL PROGRAM AND RECORDING MEDIUM
HAVING THE RECORDED PROGRAM

Inventor(s): NOGUCHI SHINJE MOTONE YASUYURKE HATSUSHIBA HIROYA
+ (NOGUCHI SHINY, |; MOTONE YASUYURI, ; HATSUSHIBA
HIROYA)

Applicant(s);:©NAMCOLTD + (NAMCO LTD)

Classification: ~ international: AG3F13/00; (IPC1-7): AG3F 13/00
~ Cooperative:

Application JP20030 198696 20030717 Global Dossier
number:

Priority number JF20030198696 20030717
{s):

Alse published JP4068016 (B2)
as.

Abstract of JP200S3034276 (A)

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a new method for sending the command to the
layers’ charactars in the fighting scenes of the role playing games. SOLUTION: The
information on ine command applicable to the players’ characters and the information
on @ plurality of numerical values are managed as one commend information. Far
example, the command informalion is displayed on a screen § as a card 12 on which
are drawn the figures and numerical values 18a-18d indicating the coments of ihe
command and when the players are asked fo select the card, any ane numeral value
displayed on the card is selected simullaneously. When a plurality of such cards ts
seiectad, ihe intrinsic effect for the damage to the enemy characters or the like is
generated according to the contenis of the commands while the effect by the
cambination of the numbers selected ts generated separately, (COPYRIGHT: (C}
2005,JPO&NCIP]
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Notice
This translation is machine-generated. lt carmot be guaranteed thatit is intelligible, accurate,

complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output.

CLAIMS JP2005034276

i.

A game apparatus that controls a game in which one or more player characters acting in

accordance with an operation performed by a playerin one virtual space and one or more enemy

characters acting without depending on the operation of the player are battled, Command

information storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command

information which can be given to the player character and information of a plurality of

numerical values, a command information storage means for storing command information given

to the player character from command information stored by the command information storage

means And a command input accepting means for accepting an input for selecting one ofthe

plurality of numerical values represented by the commandinformation and selecting ane
numerical value.

2.

A game apparatus that controls a game in which one or more player characters acting in

accordance with an operation performed by a player in one virtual space and one or more enemy

characters acting without depending on the operationof the player are battled, Command

information storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command

information which can be given to the player character and information of a pluralityof

riumerical values, and a card which indicates a command included in command information

stored by the command information storage means A card in which the numerical value or the

code relating to the numerical value is distributedly arranged is displayed on the screen at an end

portion of the card and the card is selected by specifying the direction of the end portion with

the center of the card as a base point, And a command input accepting means for accepting an

input for selecting a numerical value or a sign.
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3.

A game control program for controlling a game in which one or more player characters acting in

accordance with an operation performed bya player in one virtual space and one or more enemy

characters acting irrespective of the operation by the playerare fighting, Command information

storage means for storing a phirality of command information including command information

which can be given to any player character and information of a plurality of numerical values,

and command information storage means which stores the player character , And accepting an

input for selecting one numerical value from among the plurality of numerical values indicated

by the command information.

4.

A program for controlling a game in which one or more player characters acting in accordance

with an operation performed by a player in one virtual space and one or more enemy characters

acting without depending on the operation of the player performa battle, Command information

storage means for storing a plurality of command information including command information

and information of a plurality of numerical values which cari be given to the player character,

and a card indicating a command included in command information stored by the command

information storage means A card in which the numerical value or the coderelating to the

numerical value is dispersedly arranged is displayed on the screen at ar: end portion of the card

and the card is selected by specifying the direction of the end portion with the center of the card

as the base point And an input for selecting the numerical value or the sign together with the

input instruction Game control program.

~
2.

A computer-readable recording medium on which the game control program according to claim
3 or 4 is recorded.
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Notice
This translation is machine-generated. lt carmot be guaranteed thatit is intelligible, accurate,

complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output.

DESCRIPTION JP2005034276

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prapose a new method for giving a command to a player character

in a battle scene of a role-playing game. SOLUTION: Information on a command which can be

given to a player character and information on a plurality of numerical values are Managed as

one command information. For example, the command information is displayed on the screen 9

as a card 12 on which the symbol indicating the command content and tie numerical values 18a

to 18d are drawn, and at the same time, when the playerselects a card, any one displayed on the

card Let me choose one mumerical value. When a plurality of cards are selected, the original

effect such as damage to the enemy character or the Hke is generated according to the command

content, while an effect by a combination of the selected numbers is separately generated. (PIG.

Game apparatus, game control program, and recording medium having the program recorded

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a

game apparatus for realizing a game suchas a role playing game, a control program, and a

recording mediumon which the programis recorded. More specifically, it relates to control of a

battle scene of a role-playing game. 2. Description of the Related Art A role-playing gameis a

game in which a game player advances a story by designating an action of a character appearing

in the story. In the story, the above character (hereinafter referred to as a player character} is

given various problems such as puzzling, discovering treasures, punishing enemies. Also, as the

story progresses, the player character errcounters many enemy characters and performs battle. In

a battle scene, a player character and an enemycharacter are displayed on the display screen.

When there are a plurality of player characters and enemy characters, a plurality of player

characters and a plurality of enemy characters are displayed, respectively. The behaviorof the

enemy character is defined by the game control program. A game player specifies an action to be

performed by each player character byselecting it from the action selection menu displayed on
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the screen. The game control program generates an image including a player character

performing an action designated by the game player and an enemycharacter performing an

action defined by the game control program, and displays the image on the screen. Sucha battle

scene conirol method is disclosedin, for cxample, Patent Document 1 and Patent Document2.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent No. 2794230 Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent No.

3343211 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION Problems to be Solved by the Invention The present

invention is based on the problem that a player enjoys a battle scene as described above more In

order to be able to do sc, we propose a new method of designating the behavior of the player

character. A game apparatus according to the present invention is characterized in that in a

virtual space, one or more player characters acting in accordance with an operation performed

by a player and one or more enemies acting independently of the player's operation A game

device for controlling a game in which a character and a character play a battle, characterized by

comprising a conmiand information storage unit and a command ingrut reception unit described

below. The command information storage means is means for storing a plurality of command

information including command information which can be given to any one of the player

characters and information of a plurality of numerical values.

The command input receiving means selects command information representing a command to

be given to the player character from the commandinformation stored in the command

information storing means and outputs one numerical value out of a plurality of numerical values

represented by the cormmand information And accepts an input to be selected. Here, “input to

select” includes input meaning explicit choice of command information or numerical value, as

well as input meaning implicit selection such as input meaning to give a selection to the game

device | will make it a gourd. For example, the command input receiving means is a card which
indicates a commandincluded in the command information stored in the commandinformation

storing means, and displays on the screen a card in which codes relating to numerical values or

numerical values are distributedly arranged at the end of the card And aninput for selecting the

card and designating the numerical value or the sign by specifying the direction of the end

portion with the center of the card as the base point. In the game realized by the configuration of

the game apparatus, the command information includes information of a plurality of numerical

values separately from information of commands which can be given to the player character, and

the player selects a command You can also select numerical values when doing. When muitiple

commands are selected, ifan incidental effect corresponding to the combination ofthe selected

numerical values is generated in addition to the original effect corresponding to the command,

the player is expected to have anincidental effect It is possible to perform an operation of giving

a command. The above gamedevice can be realized by incorporating a predetermined game

control programinto a general purpose computer such as a home game machine, a portable

game machine, a personal computer, a portable information terminal, a mobile phone, or thelike.

Therefore, the present invention provides a game control program for realizing such a function. A

game control program according to the present invention is a game control program in which in
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a virtual space, a game in which one or more player characters acting in accordance with an

operation performed by a player and one or more enemy characters acting without depending on

the operationof the piayer are battle The game control program causes a computer to function

as a command information storage unit and a command input reception unit as described above.

Further, the present invention alse provides a recording medium such as a DVD (Digital Versatile

Disc), a CD-ROM, a memorycard, a garne cassette, a hard disk, etc., on which such a programis

recorded. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS Hereinafter, specific embodiments

of the present invention will be described with reference to the drawings.

PIG. 1 is a diagram showing an appeararice of a game system including a home game machine

and peripheral devices thereof. The home game machine 1 is connected to a hometelevision 2

having a display and a speaker by a cable (not shown). Further, to the home game machine 1, an

input device for inputting a control signal for the player to control the game, that is, the

controller 3 is connected. The controller 3 has several operation buttons and an operation stick.

in the battle scene of the role playing game to be described later, the operation stick 4 and

operation buttons 5S, 6 and 7 shownin the drawing are mainly used. The operationstick4is

configured so that different operation signals are generated whenthe stick is tilted In the upward

direction, the left direction, the downward dircetion, and the right direction. In addition, the

operation buttons 5, 6 and 7 are also configured to generate different operation signais when

pressed. The role playing game described below is a game realized by causing the home game

machine 1 to execute a control program of a role playing game. The game control programmis

providedto the playerin astate recorded on a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc). When this DVD is set

ona disk tray (not shown) of the home game machine 1 and poweris turned on, the contral

programof the role playing game is executed by the home game machine 1, and the home game

machine corresponds to one embodiment of the present invention As shown in FIG. In this case,

the control programof the role-playing game is an embodiment of the game control program of

the present invention, and the DVD is an embodimentof the recording medium of the present

invention. FIG. 2 is a view showing an example of a battle scene of a role playing game realized

bythe game device or the game control programof the present embodiment. In the battle scene,

on the screen9, similar to the battle scenes of the convertional role-playing game, the marmerin

which the player character and the enemy character battle are displayed together with the

information indicating the state of each player character. The figure illustrates a scene where two

player characters Sa, Sb and two enemy characters 1Oa, 10b battle, and status information 15 of

each player characteris displayed at the top of the screen. In addition, this figure showsa state

in which the player character 8a (character name: crow) is waiting for a command from the

player.

A cursor 16 in the figure is a cursor pointing to a target of an action instructed bya player. For

example, when the player instructs the player character 8a to attack the enemy character 104 or
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1Ob, the player adjusts the cursor 16 to the enemy character to be attacked, as shownin the

drawing. Alternatively, in a case where the player instructs the player character 8a to restore the

player character 8b or the plaver character 8a itself by using the item, the player adjusts the

cursor 16 to the player character 8a or &b. The cursor 16 can be moved by operating the button

6 and the button 7 of the controller 3 shown in FIG. 1. When the button 6 is pressed, the cursor

16 is automatically matched with any of the enemy characters. Whenthe button 6 is further

pressed in that state, the cursor 16 moves to another enemycharacter. Therefore, the player can

select a desired enemy character by pressing the button 6 a plurality of times. On the other hand,

when the button 7 is pressed, the cursor 16 is automatically matched with oneof the player

characters. When the button 7 is further pressed in that state, the cursor 16 moves to another

player character. Therefore, by pressing the button 7 a plurality oftimes, the player can select a

desired player character including a player character to give a command. Here, in the

conventional role-playing game, when each player character becomes in a state to receive an

instruction from the player, an action selection menu ofthe player character is displayed onthe

screen. The player gives a command to the player character by selecting the action to be

performed by the player character from among the items of the action selection menu and then

performing the cursoralignment to the target. On the other hand, in this role-plaving game, the

vehavior selection menu is not displayed. In this role-plaving game, the playerfirst gives a

command to the player charactor 8a by setting the cursor 16 to the target character and then

selecting a card representing an action to be performedby the player character. A method of

giving instructions by card selection will be described below. As shownin FIG. 2, on the lower

part of the screen 9, seven cards 12 arranged facing upward are displayed.

These cards 12 represent a command that can be given to the player character § a, that is, a

candidate for an instruction. However, depending on the conditions of battle, some cards can nat

be selected even though they are displayed. Cards that can not be selected are displayed in a

different color fromthe cards that can be selected. FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example ofa

card. As shownin the figure, on the card, a symbal 17 indicating the content of the command

and four numbers 18 a to 18 d are displayed. The symbol 17 is, for example, a symbol of a sword

if itis an instruction of an attack using a sword, a symbol ofan item to be usedif it is an

instruction to use an item, and the like. Alternatively, instead of a symbol, the content ofthe

command may be displayed in text. The four numbers 18 ato 18 d are randomly assigned bythe

game control programat the start of the game or when the player acquires the card. Therefore,

even if the symbol 17 is the same card, the four numbers 18a to 18d are not abways the same.

Instead of the numbers 18a to 18d, some signs and marks may be displayed. For example, you

can mark hearts, diamonds, spades, clubs at the four corners of the card. The player selects an

instruction to be given to the player character & a from among the cards 12 representing

candidates for the commandin FIG. 2. Specifically, by performing a predetermined operation, the

cursor frame 14 is placed on one of the cards, and an operationindicating selection of that card

is performed. The card selected by this operation moves to the upperleft of the screen 9 and is
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displayed as a card 13 representing a command for the player character 8 a as shown in FIG. 2. If

it is within the predetermined time limit, the player can continuouslyselect a plurality of cards.

At this point, the player selects one of the four numbers 18a to 18d attached to the card at the

same time as sclecting the card. 4 (a) and 4 (b) are diagrams for explaining an operation of

simultaneously selecting a card and a number. The card and numberare simultaneously selected

by using the stick 4 of the controller 3. 4 (a}, whenthestick 4 of the controller3 is tilted in the

direction indicated by the arrow 19 (upper left direction) in F1G. 4 (b) in accordance with the card

for selecting the cursor frame 14, as shown in FIG. 4 (a), The number18a attached to the upper

left of the card, that is, "7" is selected together with the card. The selected numberis highlighted

on the card 13 representing the command.

Likewise, if the stick 4 of the controller 3 is tilled to the upperright. the numeral 18 b attached

to the upper right of the card is selected together with the card, and when it is tilted to the lower

right, the numeral 18 c attached to the card along with the card is selected Then, if you defeat it

to the lower left, he number 18 d attached to the lowerleft of the card is selected together with

the card. it is also possible to select the card by pressing the button 5 of the controller3.

However, since the button 5 can generate only one kind of signal, when the card is selected by

the button 5, the number 18 b on the upper right of the card is automatically selected.

Alternatively, when a card is selected by the button 5, a specification that an optimal combination

of mumbers is automatically selected may be adopted. The optimal combination of numbers is a

combination that produces an advantageous effect for the player. The game control program

stores a plurality of such combinations in advance, and selects an optirnal one from the stored

combinations. The selection is made based on the number that the player initially selected. For

example, in the first button operation, the number 18 b in the upper right of the card is selected,

and ifthe number 18 bis "2", the combination beginning with 2 of the stored combinations is

automatically selected. In addition, when the player characteris in the "confused" state, the four

numbers are displayed so as to move on the cardat any time. For example, the numeral 18 a

meaves to the position of the numeral 18 b and further moves so as to rotate to the position of the

numeral 18 c and the position of the numeral 18 d. In this case, in order for the plaver to select a

desired number, the player must manipulate the stick 4 of the controller 3 by identifying the

position at each moment of the number. When the stick 4 is tilted in the direction in which no

numeral is arranged, since the numberis not selected and becomes "out", the arm of the player is

questioned. Here, when a card is selected, the number of cards 12 displayedat the bottorn of the

screen 9 decreases. Replenishment of the card will be described below. On the lower right of the

screen 9, cards stacked in a lying state (hereinafter referred to as a deck 11) are displayed. When

a cardis selected, the number of cards reduced bythe selection is automatically replenished from

the deck 11. Therefore, on the screen, seven cards 12 are always displayed uniess the deck 11

disappears. The deck 11 is configured for each player character.
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Therefore, the card 12 andthe deck 11 displayed when a commandts issued to the player

character 6a are different from the card 12 and the deck 11 displayed when giving a command

to the player character 8b. FIG. 5 is a view showing a screen for creating the deck 11. As shown

in the figure, on the deck creating screen 20,all stocked cards arc displayed on the left part 21

of the screen. The stocked card is the card given to the player at the start of the game, the card

acquired bythe player after the gamestarted. Someofthe stocked cards include cards that can

be used as Instructions to all player characters, but also cards that can only be used as

instructions to some player characters. On the screen right portion 22, cards constituting the

deck ofthe player character are displayed. When the player places the cursor frame 23 on a

desired card in the stocked card and performs a predetermined operation signifying confirmation

of the selection, the selected card moves fromthe left part 21 of the screen to the right part 22

of the screen And move. The deck of the player character is formed by the player repeating the

above operation. Since the deck is composed of 50 cards, the player has to repeat the above

operation 50 times for each player character. However, even if the number of operations is less

than 50 times, since the game control program automatically selects the card, the number of

cards constituting the deck is 50. When there are a plurality of player characters, the playercails

a similar screen for each player character and performs the above operation. As described above,

the command which the player can give te the player character is limited to the command

represented by the seven cards selected from the cards constituting the deck 11. Evon if the card

is stocked, unless the card is included in the deck of the player character, if it is not displayed as

a hand (card 12), it is impossible to give the player character the command represented by the

card . Therefore, whether to make a dominant position in battle depends not only on howto give

instructions to the player character at battle but also on howthe deck is composed. Next, three

kinds of effects generated by selecting a card will be described. First, since each card represents

a command to a player character, when a card is selected, a predetermined effect is generated by

executing an instruction represented bythe card.

For example, if the command is an instruction instructing the invocation of a predetermined

attack technique, predetermined damage is given to the enemy character, and if the commandis

the use of a predetermined recovery item, the character in which the item was used is recovered.

However, in the role-playing game, when a plurality of cards are arranged on the upperleft of the

screen 9, not the individual effect of the card but the effect of combining the effects of the

plurality of cards occurs. in other words, the game contro] program calculates the effect based on

all commands given to one player character when the action sequence reaches not card units.

Depending on howthe card is selected, the effect may be canceled out in same cases. For

example, “light attribute” and “dark attribute" are conflicting attributes, but cards instructing to

activate an attack technique oflight attribute capable of giving 100 damage to enemy characters

and 50 cards that can damage 50 enemycharacters And the card instructing the activation of the

dark attribute attack technique are selected, the damagegiven to the enemy character is 50

instead of 150. The second effect is the effect produced by selecting the number attached to the
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card. As described with reference to FIG. 4, in this role-playing game, the player can select any

one of the four numbers attached to the card at the same time as selecting the card representing

the cormmand. 6 (a), 6 (b) and 6 (c) are diagrams for explaining the relationship between

combinations of commands represented by cards and combinations of mumbers. FIG. 6 (a) shows

three cards selected by the player, and FIGS. 6 (b} and 6 (c) show the operationof the stick 4

performed by the player whenselecting the three cards There. Arrows in FIGS. 6 (b) and 6 (c}

indicate the direction in which the stick 4 is tilted. When the player perfornis an operation to

lower the stick 4 of the controller 3 to the upperleft three times in order to select three cards

shownin FIG. 6 (a) as shown in FIG. 6 (b) , The combination of numbers to be selected is "796".

On the other hand, when the player performs an operation of defeating the stick 4 of the

controller 3 in the order of upperleft, lowerleft, and lower right as shownin FIG. 6 (c), the
combination of the selected numbers is "777" Become. Combinations of numerals in which

special effects are generated are defined in advance by the game control program. For exanple,

when all the numbers are the same, conditions are set such as when the numbers are arranged in

ascending or descending order, or when they match with a predetermined number combination.

It is advisable to explicitly indicate these combinations to the player in advance, for example, by a

game instruction manual. When the combination of the sclected numbers matches any one of the

above conditions, the second effect occurs according to the condition. The second effect may be

an effect complementing the first effect or an effect generated irrespective of the first effect. As

the former, for example, an effect such as doubling the damage to the enemyas the first effect

can be considered. As the latter, an effect such as an increase in the possession moneyofthe

player character can be considered. The third effect is the same as the first effect, which is an

effect caused by a combination of commands represented by the card. However, although the
first effect affects the outcome ofthe battle, the third effect does not affect the outcome of the

battle. A third effect is an effect that a new card is generated by combining the selected cards.

For example, a card instructing the activation of a predetermined technique is synthesized and a

card instructing the activation of a new technique is generated. Alternatively, a new card may be

synthesized by a combination of a card instructing the use of the item and a card instructing to

activate the technique. For example, in this role playing game, there is "meat" as one item for

restoring the physical strength ofthe player character. As one of the techniques for the player

character to activate, there is an attack technique having an attribute of “fire”. If the selected card

contains “meat” card and “Fire Attack attack” card, "Yakiniku” card is synthesized after the

command represented bythe card is executed. “Yakiniku" can be used as an item for restoring

the physical strength of a player character similarly to "meat", but the effectiveness of recovery is

larger than "meat". The conditions under which the cards are synthesized are defined in advance

by the game control program. Although this condition may be specified to the player in advance

by a gameinstruction orthe like, it may not be explicitly shown but may be enjoyed by the

player to enjoy the imagination. However, if you do not explicitly state the condition, it is good to

include in the explanation of each item an explanation suggesting possibility of synthesis.
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Incidentally, cards newly generated by combination during combatare listed and displayed on

the screen at the end of battle. The player can select a desired one from among the composite

cards displayed as a list and holdit as a stock card. In the above, the wayof giving instructions

by card selection and the effect produced byselecting a card has been described. Next, the timing

at which the card selection can be performed will be described.

ina general role-playing gare, the order of actions of the characters is determined by the game

control program, and the game control programdisplays action selection menus of the player

characters who have become the acting numbers on the screen, Accept commands. Therefore,

when the enemycharacter is acting number, the player can not give a command to the player

character. On the other hand, in this rele-playing game, not only when the action order has

reached the player character, but also when the player characteris selected as the attack target

of the enemy character evenifit is the number of the enemycharacter, A card 12 for giving an

instruction to the player character is displayed. As a result, unlike a general role-playing game, a

player character can take some kind of defensive behavior whenit is made an attack target of an

enemy character. Alternatively, if the attack of the enemycharacter eventually becomes a

defense, an attack may be perfarmed. FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram showing functions of the

game apparatus related to the control of the battle scene. As shown in the figure, the gare

apparatus according to the present embodiment includes a deck preparation function 46, a

command candidate selection function 29, a state detection function 30, a command input

reception function 31, an effect generation function 32, and an image generation function 33.

Further, in the memory 24 of the game apparatus, information of the commandinformation 25,

the numerical combination condition 27, and the card synthesis condition 28 is stored. Also, in

the memory24 of the game device, instruction information 26 for each character selected bythe

deck making function 46 and command candidate information 47 for each character selected by
the command candidate selection function 29 are also stored. The command information 25 is

information on the stock card described with reference to FIG. 5. The commandinformation 25

includes, for example, an 1D of the card, code data representing the command content, numerical

data (for example, numerical data representing damage, numerical data representing the point to

be recovered) representing the effect generated by executing the command, Image data

representing the graphic symbol 17 of the card, numerical data representing four numerals 18a

to 18d attached to the card, andthe like. The character-specific command information 26 and

the character-specific command candidate information 47 may be information obtained by

classifying copies of the command information 25 into characters, or by associating a character

name with a card ID included in the command information 25 It may be information.

In other words, the structure of the data is not particularly limited as long as it is possible to

specify a card or a card of a hand includedin the deck by referring to the character-specific

command information 26 or the character-specific command candidate information 47. The
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numeric combination condition 27 and the card synthesis condition 28 are stored as definition

data in the memory 24 as shown in the figure. Alternatively, it may be defined in the game

control program. The deck creating function 46 is a function of controlling the deck creating

screen shown in FIG. 5. Thatis, che command information 25 is read out from the memory 24,

and the read command informationis displayed on the left part 21 of the screen 20 of FIG. 5,

while accepting the card selection input from the controller 3 to generate the character-specific

command information 26 And stores it in the memory 24. The command candidate selecting

function 29 is a function of automatically selecting the card to be displayed as the card 12 from

the deck 11 of FIG. 2. That is, a part of the character-specific command information 26 is read

from the memory 24 and stored in the memory 24 again as the character-specific command

candidate information 47. The selection may be made according to the order in which a

predetermined number of information is stored in the memoryor may be randomly selected. The

state detection function 30 is a function of detecting a state in which the player character can

attack and a state in which the player character is selected as an attack target of the enemy

character. The state capable of attacking is a state from the turn of action to the character until
the action order shifts to other characters. Since the order of action of the charactersis

determined by the game control programand the behaviorof the enemry character is defined by

the game control program, each state can be detected by the game control program. When the

above state is detected by the state detection function 30, the command input reception function

31 reads the character-specific command candidate information 47 of the corresponding player

character from the memory 24 and displays it as the card 12. Also, with this function, the game

apparatus receives the controller operation described with reference to FIG. 4 and FIG. 6,

identifies the selected card and the selected number, and displays the card 13 on the upperleft

of the screen. When a card selection operation is performed, the next command-specific

information 26 is read fromthe memory at ary time by the command candidate selection

function 28, and the character-specific command candidate 47 is replenished.

On the screen 9, display control is performed by the command input receiving function 31 se

that seven cards are always displayed as the card 12. The effect generating function 32 is a

function for generating the above-described three kinds ofeffects. More specifically, calculation

of damage and recovery point, calculation (effect calculation) of points etc. obtained when

number combination satisfies a predetermined condition, and further, when a combination of

cards is a predetermined combination, a new card And adds processing (cormmand information

addition). In the calculation of the damage and the recovery point, the instruction input receiving

function 31 acquires information such as the damage value included in the command

information, sums the damage values of a plurality of cards, and calculates the parameters of the

target character . In the judgment of the combination of numerais, the information 27 of the

numeric combination condition is read from the memory 24, and the numerical combination

acquired by the command input receiving function 31 is compared with each condition inchided

in the read information 27 . When a combination of numerals satisties any of the conditions,
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various parameter values are changed so as to generate an effect stored in the memoryin

association with the condition. For example, if the damage to an enemyis doubled, the process of

doubling the value is executed when performing the above damage calculation. Whetherto

synthesize the card or not is judged by fiest reading out information 28 on the combination

condition of the card from the memory 24 and including the combination of the cards acquired

by the command input receiving function 31 in the read information 28 And comparing these

conditions with each other. When card synthesis is performed, commend information

corresponding to the synthesized card is stored in the memory24. incidentally, the command

information corresponding to the synthesized card may be recorded on a DVD together with the

game control program, for example, and provided to the memory 24 at the time when the card

synthesis is performed by the effect generating function 32. The image generation function 33 is

a function of generating images constituting a battle scene. For example, an image representing

howthe enemy character is damaged so that the effect generated bythe effect generating

function 32 appears on the screen, and outputs it to the display. Also, at the end of battle, an

image representing a list of acquired composite cards is generated and displayed, anda

controler operation for selecting a composite card to be stocked is accepted. As described above,

the game device and the game control program of the present embodiment have the following
features and effects.

First, in the game apparatus and the game control program according to the present

embodiment, the information on the card (command) is provided in a state separated from the

information on the player character, and the player uses the deck making function 46 So that

you can freely combine characters and cards. In the conventional game, the command which can

be given to the player character is decided for each player character, but in the above game,it is

possible to increase the kind of command by acquiring the card, and what type of card Whether

to incorporate or nat affects the outcome of the battle. That is, the player can enjoy new

enjoyment whichis not present in the conventional role-playing game, such as enjoyment of

collecting cards and enjoyment of configuring a deck. Secondly, in the game apparatus and the

game control program according to the present embodiment, net only whenthe player character

is in an attackable state (when the order of actions comes around) by the state detection function

30, it is also detected when the player character is made an attack target of the enemy character.

As a result,when the player character receives an attack from the enemycharacter, it can cause

some kind of defense or counterattack action, However, since the card that the player character

can use is limited to the card selected by the command candidate selecting function 29, thatis,

the card displayed as a hand, by using the card for defense and counterattack, Thereis also a

possibility that the player character is forced into a disadvantageous situation. in other words,

although there are many opportunities to give commands, in environments where the type and

number of commands that can be givenare limited, it is necessary to carefully decide what kind

of commandto give to the player character. Forthis reason, the game is morestrategic than the

conventional game. Thirdly, in the game apparatus and the game control program according to
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the present embodiment, four pieces of numerical information independent of the content of the

command are stored in the command information 25. {n addition, any one of the numbersis

selected by the commandinput receiving function 31, and a special effect is generated by the
combination of the selected numbers. That is, even if the combination of cards is the same, if the

combination of numbers is different, the effect will differ or other effects will be added. For this

reason, the player can select cards while expanding expectations for incidentally generated

effects by selecting numbers.

Fourthly, in the game apparatus and the game control programaccording to the present

embodiment, when a combination of cards satisfies a predetermined condition, card combination

is performedby the effect generating function 32, a new card is provided . That is, apart from the

pleasure of defeating the enemy character in the battle scene, the player can enjoy the enjoyment

of acquiring a newcard while demonstrating the imagination about the condition of card

composition. For example. if the enemycharacter encountered is a character much weaker than

the player character, the battle is generally very boring. In the above game, ever with such a

battle, since the enjoyment of acquiring the card by synthesisis left, there is no tedious battle for

the player. Finally, FIG. 8 shows a hardware configuration of the game device in the above

embodiment, that is, tic home game device 1. The home game machine | includes at least a CPU

4i,amermory 24, an input / output control unit 39, an operation device control unit 36, a

display outpuc control unit 37, an audio output control unit 38, and a system bus 40 connecting

these components. Furthermore, it may include a communication control unit 42 for controlling

connection with the network. The input / output control unit 39 controls reading of data from

recording media such as a CD-ROM, a DVD 43, a memorycard, a game cassette 44, and a hard

disk 45, and writing of data to these recording media. The operation device control unit 36

controls an operation input from the contraller 3 connected to the home game device 1. The

input accepted from the controller 3 is transmitted to the CPU 41 via the system bus 40. The

display output control unit 37 controls display of the image output by the game control program

on the display 34. The audio output control unit 38 controjs the output of the game sound to the

speaker 35. A game contrel program read from a recording mediumsuch as a CD-ROM, a DVD

43, a memorycard, or a cassette 44is stored in the memory 24 via the imput / output control

unit 39 and the system bus 40. Command information, numeric combination condition

information, and card synthesis condition information are similarly stored in the memory 24.

Note that the game control program, conamand information, and the like may be downloaded via

the network via the communication control unit 42 and stored in the memory 24 in some cases.

In accordance with the game control program stored in the memory 24, the CPU 41 generates an

image to be output as a game screen, and gives a predetermined instruction to the operation

device control section 36, the display output control section 37 or the sound output control

section 38 By transmitting signals and various data, it controls transmission and reception ofnm

various signals with the controller 3, and signal output to the display 34 and the speaker 35.
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In the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 executes the following process, thereby functioning as

a deck creating means. The CPU 41 obtains the command information stored in the memory 24

via the systembus 40 and generates an image representing the deck creating screcrs 20 shown

in FIG. The CPU 41 temporarily stores the generated image in the memory 24 or a frame

memory (riot shown), and controls the display output control unit 37 so as to output the image

stored in the memory 24 to the display 34. Furthermore, the signal input from the controller 3 is

interpreted as informationfor selecting a card, and based on this information, an image including

the card incorporated in the deck is generated and output to the display 34 bythe display output

control unit 37 . The home game machine 1 functions as the command candidate selecting

means by the CPU 41 executing the following process. The CPU 41 reads seven pieces of data

stored as character-specific command information 26 in the memory 24 in order from the head

via Uhe system bus 40 and stores them in the memory 24 as the character-specific command

candidate information 47. Further, in the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 interprets the signal

input from the controller 3 as information meaning by the game control program, thatis,

information for selecting a card or a number, and accepts the command And functions as an

input receiving unit. Furthermore, in the home game machine 1, the CPU 41 acquires the

information of the number combination condition and the card combining condition stored in the

memory 24 via the system bus 40 and calculates damage and numerals Or judges a combination

of cards, thereby functioning as an effect generating means. In the process of executing the

process related to the control of the battle scene in accordance with the game control program

by the CPU 41, the home garme machine | executes a predetermined condition determination

prescribed in the program, thereby detecting the state Function as means. In the home game

machine 1, the CPU 41 generates an image including the displayof the effect, temporarily stores

the generated image in the memory 24 or a frame memory (not shown), and further controls the

display output control unit 37 , Thereby outputting the image stored in the memory 24 to the

display 34. thereby functioning as an image generating means. It should be noted that the game

apparatus of the present invention can be implemented not only in the home game apparatus as

in the above embeodiment but also in a game control program incorporated in another peneral-

purpose computer such as a personal computer.

Furthermore, it can be implemented as a business game device. Further, as long as the gameis a

game in which the player character fights the enemycharacter, the type of the gameis not

limited to the role playing game, but may be another type of game. The present invention is a

useful invention irrespective of the configuration of the hardware and the kind of the game. In

the game realized by the game apparatus and the game control programof the present invention,

the information of the command which can be given to the player character and the information

of the plural numerical values are managed as a set, and when the player sends a cormmand

Numbers can also be selected together whenselecting, When a plurality of commands are

selected, if a combination of selected numerical values satisfies a predefined condition, an
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additional effect is generated in addition to the original effect corresponding to the command, so

that the player has an incidental effect You can perform an operation giving a command while

hoping for expectation to. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGSFIC.1 is a diagram showing

an appearance of a game system including a home game machine and peripheral devices thereof.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a battle scene of a role-playing game. FIG. 3 is a

diagram showing an exampleof a card. FIG. 4 is a diagrarn for explaining a selection operation of

a card and a number. FIG. 5 is a diagram for explaining a deck creating screen. FIG. 6 is a

diagram for explaining the combination of cards and the effect of selecting numbers. FIG. 7 is a

conceptual diagram showing functions of a game device related to control of a battle scene. FIG.

8 is a diagram showing a hardware configuration of a game apparatus. [Explanation of reference
 

numerais| 1 Home garne device, 2 home TV, 3 controller, 4 operationstick, 5, 6, 7 operation

button, 8 a, 8 b player character, 9 screen, 10 a, 10 b enemycharacter, 11 deck, 12 , 13 cards,
14, 23 cursor frame, 15 status information, 16 cursors, 18a to 18d numbers, 20 deck creation

screen, 24 memories, 40 system bus, 43 DVD, 44 game cassettes,
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARKOFFICE

in re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit: 3717

U.S. Patent Application No. 14/631,221
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Filed: February 25, 2015
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Title) GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING

MEDIUM

 
AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents June 19, 2018
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

DearSir:

In response to the Office Action mailed February 22, 2018, the period for response

being extended by one (1) month upon payment of the necessary fee, Applicant respectfully

requests reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and

Remarks.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMENDclaims 19-38 as shown below.

The followinglist of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1.- 18. (Canceled).

19, (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing

instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a

player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers

to execute steps of:

displaying, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition, wherein thefirst battle condition is not changed during thefirst term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

batile to a[[n]]second opponent character based on[[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
 

selected by[[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, andthe first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and

during a third termof the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]|third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by||a||the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle
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condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term,_and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different, and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.

20. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a

reward to the player.

21. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]|]19, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each ofthe first term

and the second term are predeterminedusinga start timing of the battle gameas a reference.

22. (Currently Amended) The non-iransitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the

second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.

23. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim[[17]]19, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.

24. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the battle is conducted on a secondfield different from

thefirst field.
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25. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim |[|17||19, wherein the first field and the secondfield are included in a

game screen.

26. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording mediumstoring

instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used bya

player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers

to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards:

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle 

condition is not changed duringthefirst term; and
 

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to al|n||second opponent character based on|[a]|the parameter set on ||a||the card
 

selected by[[a]]the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

froma battle result of the first term.andthe first opponent character and the second opponent
 

character are sameor different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.

27. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

independent fromabattle result of the first term.
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28. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of

the first term.

29. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim ||26||28, wherein the second battle condition depends on an attack status

ofthe first term.

30. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[26]|28, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for providing

a reward to the player.

31. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, whereinastart timing and an end timing of each ofthefirst term

and the second term are predetermined usingastart timing ofthe battle gameas a reference.

32, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
 

second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under the

first battle condition.

33, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]|26, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength and a life

force.

wa
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34, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, whereinthe first field and the secondfield are included in a

game screen.

35, (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by oneor a plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]|_first opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition, wherein thefirst battle condition is not changed during thefirst term;

during a second term ofthe balile game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on[[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
 

selected by[[a]|the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, andthe first opponent character and the second opponent

character are sameor different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by[[a]]the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependenton a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different, and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.
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36, (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one or a plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]|_first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle 

condition is not changed during thefirst term; and
 

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
 

selected by[[a]]the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent
 

character are sameor different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.

37, (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of

virtual cards;

duringafirst term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]|_first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first
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battle condition, wherein thefirst battle condition is not changed during thefirst term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on[[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card
 

selected by[[a]]the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different fromthe first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term,and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]|third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]|the card

selected by[[a]]the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are

same or different, and wherein the third battle condition is not changed during the third term.

38, (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]_first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a secondfield different fromthefirst field, wherein thefirst battle 

condition is not changed duringthe first term; and
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during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

 
battle to al|n||second opponent character based on|[a]|the parameter set on ||a||the card

selected by[[a]]the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

froma battle result of the first term,and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are sameor different. and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during

the second term.
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REMARKS

Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion,1s

respectfully requested. Claims 19-38 were previously presented. Claims 19-38 have been

amended. Accordingly, claims 19-38 are pending in the present Application. Applicant

submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 19-38 are in condition for allowance.

Moreover, the Applicant submits that no new matter has been introduced by the foregoing

amendments.

Examiner Interview

First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examinerfor the courtesy of an interview granted

to Applicant's representative on May 30, 2018 and June 12, 2018, at which time the outstanding

issues in this case were discussed. Arguments similar to the ones developed hereinafter were

presented and the Examinerindicatedthat in light of the arguments, the amended claims appear

to be allowable and he would reconsider the outstanding grounds for rejection upon formal

submission of a response.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-28, and 31-38 were rejected under

35 U.S.C. § 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as being indefinite. In particular, the

Office Action indicated that claim 19 recites the limitations "an opponent character based on a

parameter set on a card bya player's operation" respectively tn lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of

the claim, but it is unclear whether the claim recitations are referring to the same or different

"opponent characters", "parameter sets", "cards", and "player operations". Also, the Office

Action indicated the claim numbers of dependencies are required to be corrected.

10
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In response, the claims have been amended to correct the noted informalities. If,

however, the Examiner disagrees, the Examineris invited to telephone the undersigned who

will be happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to derive mutually acceptable

language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §101

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101, as

allegedly being directed to non-statulory subject matter. In particular, the Office Action alleged

the claimed invention recites concepts related to a mental process for circuit design which

respectively corresponds to a concept identified as abstract idea by the court in Synopsys.

UnderAlice Corp. v. CLS Bank Internationai., the test for patent eligibility requires the

Office to: (1) “determine whether the claims at issue are directed to one of those patent-

ineligible concepts”; and (2) “search for the ‘inventive concept’? — ie¢.. “an element or

combination of elements that is “sufficient to ensure that the patent in practice amounts to

significantly more than a patent upon the [ineligible concept] itself.”

Addressing now the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101, Applicant respectfully traverses

the rejection, as the claimed limitations, when viewed as a whole, are directed toward

significantly more than the alleged abstract idea.

Applicant respectfully submits that the claimed invention, as a whole, is not similar

to the abstract idea discussed in the Synopsys case. More specifically, in Synopsys, the court

defined the abstract idea as translating a functional description of a logic circuit into a hardware

component. In contrast, the claimed invention concems operating the battle game under a

specific set of rules.

In McRO,the Federal Circuit court found a set of rules to be an improvement in an

existing animation process instead of an abstract idea. In MfcRO, the court determinedtheset

ll
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of rules enabled the automation of specific animation tasks that previously could not be

automated. The claimed invention also includes a specific set of rules for operating a game

which, when viewed as whole, promote active participation of players with a wide range of

levels and enjoyment throughout a group battle. Thus, like 1/cRO, the specific set of rules of

the claimed invention enables automation ofa battle game that would not have been previously

automated.

Therefore, for at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the

claims are directed toward patent-eligible subject matter. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully

requests that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 be withdrawn.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102

In the outstanding Action, claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C.

§102(a)(1) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0054402, applied for by

Noguchiet al. (“Noguchi”).

Addressing nowthe rejection of claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 under 35 U.S.C.

§ 102(a)(1) as being anticipated by Noguchi, this rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 19,

26, and 35-38 are the independent claims presently under consideration. Claims 19, 26, and 35-

38 have been amended to overcomethe rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)(1).

Claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amendedto recite the feature that each battle condition

is not changed during each game term. Non-limiting supports of the amendments maybe

found, for example, at paragraphs [0069]-[0075].

Unlike the claimed invention, Noguchi is a role-playing game,! so the condition of

battle is changed in each turn ofplayer.

"See N oguchi, for example, at paragraph [0025].

12
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In view of the above, the cited prior art fails to teach or suggest every feature recited in

Applicant's claims, so that claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are believed to be patentably

distinguishable over the cited prior art. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverses, and

request reconsideration of, the rejections based on Noguchi.”

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 20 and 30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as

unpatentable over Noguchi in viewof U.S. Patent Publication No. 2014/0295973, applied for

by Inagawaet al. (‘Inagawa’).

Claims 21 and 31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable Noguchi in

viewof U.S. Patent Publication No. 2008/0254849, applied for by Nomuraet al. (‘Nomura’).

Addressing nowthe rejection of claims 20-21 and 30-31 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as

unpatentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura,this rejection is respectfully traversed.

As mentioned above, claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amended to recite the feature that

each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

None ofthe cited references disclose that the battle game is played under each battle

condition during each game term. In particular, Noguchi is a role-playing game, so the

condition of battle may be changedin each turn of player unlike the claimed invention.

Inagawa wascited for a condition for providing a reward to the player, and Nomura

wascited for a start timing and an end timing of each game term. However, neither Inagawa

nor Nomura discloses that each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that none of Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura, even

? See MPEP 2131: "A claimis anticipated only if each and every element as set forth imthe claimis
found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference," (Citations omitted) (emphasis
added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered in judging the patentability of that
claim against the priorart."
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whenconsidered in combination teach or suggest the claimed feature.

As aresult, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 19, 26, and 35-38

are patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura. As claims 20-25 depend from

independent claim 19, claims 27-34 depend from independent claim 26, Applicant respectfully

submits that claims 20-25 and 27-34 are likewise patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and

Nomura.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the §103 rejections of claims 20-21 and 30-31 be withdrawn.

14
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CONCLUSION

Consequently, in viewof the present amendmentand in light of the above discussion,

the outstanding groundsofrejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application,as

amended, is believed 1o be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect 1s respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986
(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TJM/COH/BWP/ksh

June 19, 2018
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and ofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
nationalsecurity, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/AIA/22 (03-13)
Approved for use through 7/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number(Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER37 CFR1.136(a)|09850001US

Application Number 4 4/631 221 rie February 25, 2015
For

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
Art Unit Examiner

3717 Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)
This is a request underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-icentified application.

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee Micro Entity Fee

One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $200 $100 $50

Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a}{2)) $600 $300 $150

Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,400 $700 $350

Four months (37 GFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,200 $1,100 $550 
Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $3,000 $1,500 $750

Applicant asserts small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

Applicantcertifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.
Form PTO/SB/15Aor B or equivalent must either be enclosed or have been submitted previously.

 

A checkin the amountofthe fee is enclosed. 

Paymentby credit card. Frex~RKOx2038ixxitached.
 
 

The Director has already been authorized to chargefees in this application to a Deposit Account.eficiencies, | |
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any feeswhichkrmmayxhaxagquikad, or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number 50-5976
 

Payment made via EFS-Web.

WARNING: Information on this form may becomepublic. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

| am the

[| applicant.

[+] attorney or agent of record. Registration number 51,986 
[| attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number

/Timothy J. Maier/ June 19, 2018
Signature Date

Timothy J. Maier 703-740-8322
Typedor printed name Telephone Number

  

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

[] * Total of
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, whichis to file (and by the
USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending uponthe individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sentto the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 
forms are submitted.
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PTO/SB/06(09-11)
Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORDJ/rpiication or Docket Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/631 ,221 02/25/2015|C1] tobe Mailed

entity: [X]LarGe [1] smatt [] micro

APPLICATION AS FILED — PART |

(Column 2)

NUMBERFILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)

L] BasicFre N/A N/A NA‘37 GFR 1.16(a), (bj. or (¢}

CL] SEARCH FEE N/A N/A NWA37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m

LC] EXAMINATION FEE / /
(87 CFR 1.16(0), (p}, or (g)) NIA NIA N/A

TOTAL CLAIMS .
(37 CFR 1.16(i minus 20 = x $ _

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1}(G) and 37

CIJAPPLICATION SIZE FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(s))

[_] MULTIPLE DEPENDENTCLAIM PRESENT(37 CFR 1.16(j))
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “O” in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

(Column 1} (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST

06/19/2018|REMAINING p SREVIOUSLYAMENDMENT

ia ~20
eee

[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
AMENDMENT

oO FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

1.460
Independent * ; nee
creep PeiusPe
[] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

)

PRESENT EXTRA

AMENDMENT
CO FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)}

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2,write “0” in column 3. LIE
*™ If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter “20”. ANGELA s. WHITE
™* If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEisless than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The infermation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

62008 7590 06/15/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

EXAMINER
 

~  ERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
 

 
3717

ART UNI PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

06/15/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. _ . 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-initiated Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit

DAMON PIERCE 3717 
All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON PIERCE. (3) .

(2) ByungWoong Park. (4) .

Date of Interview: 72 June 2078.

Type: J Telephonic [[] Video Conference
CJ Personal[copy given to: [J applicant (J applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [[] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 (1112 (1102 kj103 [others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 6.

Identification of prior art discussed: Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification orclarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Applicant requested a follow-up with the Examiner to discuss further proposed claim amendments. Consequently,
the Examiner agreed that the proposed claim amendments appear to overcomethe cited prior art.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substanceof the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). Ifa reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheverislater, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
generalthrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview,to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

&X] Attachment

 
/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20180612
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Summaryof Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substanceof Interview Must be Made of Record
Acomplete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephoneinterview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedat the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understandingin relation ta which there is disagreement or doubt

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that recordisitself
incomplete through thefailure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examinerindicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made andto correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes andfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substanceof an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Recordis required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion ofthe file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

—Typeofinterview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
—An indication whetheror not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reached andif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementas to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examinerto the contrary.

—Thesignature of the examiner who conductedthe interview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

Acomplete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) anidentification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a generalindication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeof the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examinerto Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should placethe indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceof the interview along with the date and the examiner’sinitials.
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modify the previously proposed amendment,for example,as:

“and the first opponent character and the second opponent character are same or different-dependine

enthesecondbattle-condition, and wherein the second battle condition is not changed during the
second term”

As shownin the attachment, in the client’s modification, the opponent characters are same or

different regardless the current battle condition, so the claim scopeis a little broader than the previous

proposed amendments.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

62008 7590 06/06/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

EXAMINER
 

~  ERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
 

 
3717

ART UNI PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

06/06/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. _ . 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-initiated Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit

DAMON PIERCE 3717 
All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON PIERCE. (3) ByungWoong Park.

(2) Tim Harbeck. (4) .

Date of Interview: 07 May 2018.

Type: J Telephonic [[] Video Conference
CJ Personal[copy given to: [J applicant (J applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [[] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 112 Kli02 103 [others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: Alf.

Identification of prior art discussed: Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics mayinclude: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Applicant requested an interview the Examiner to dscuss proposed claim amendments in overcoming outstanding
rejections. Consequently, the Examiner agreedthat the proposed claim amendments appear to overcome the 112,
102, and 103 rejections, yet, further analysis is still required regarding 101 rejection.

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substanceofthe interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). Ifa reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheverislater, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A camplete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
generalthrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview,to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

&X] Attachment

 
/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examner, Art Unit 3717

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary PaperNo. 20180530
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Summaryof Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substanceof Interview Must be Made of Record
Acomplete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephoneinterview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedat the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understandingin relation ta which there is disagreement or doubt

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Officeif that recordis itself
incomplete through thefailure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the applicationfile, unless
the examinerindicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made andto correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes andfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substanceof an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Recordis required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portionof the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

—Typeofinterview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
—Anindication whetheror not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reachedandif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementas to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—Thesignature of the examiner who conductedthe interview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

Acomplete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) anidentification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a generalindication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeof the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examinerto Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasonsof record, the examiner should senda letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should placethe indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceof the interview along with the date and the examiner’sinitials.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of:
Koichi SUZUKI

Confirmation No.: 9188

Art Unit: 3717

U.S. Patent Application No.: 14/631,221
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON

Filed: February 25, 2015 JOSEPH

Title: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM,
AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US 
Interview Agenda- Not For Entry

DearSir:

In response to the Office Action mailed February 22, 2018, for the purposes of an

examinerinterview, please find our agenda outlined in the following pages.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Interview Agenda for Office Action of February 22, 2018

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Claims 1-18 were previously canceled.

Proposed to AMENDclaims 19-38 as shown below.

The following list of claims replaces anypriorlisting of claims:

1-18. (Canceled)

19. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing

instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a

player conducting a battle game,the instructions causing the one ora plurality of computers

to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]] first opponent
 

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameterset on [[a]]the card
 

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent
 

character are sameor different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the
 

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependenton a battle result of

the second term,_and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are
 

sameor different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle
 

condition is not changed during the third term.

20. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Interview Agenda for Office Action of February 22, 2018

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a

rewardto the player.

21. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each ofthe first term
 

and the second term are predetermined usinga start timing of the battle game as a reference.

22. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
 

second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character underthe

first battle condition.

23, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the parameterincludes an attack strength andalife

force.

24, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the battle is conducted on a secondfield different from

the first field.

25, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[17]]19, wherein the first field and the secondfield are included in a
 

game sereen,

26. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing

instructions to be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a

player conducting a battle game, the instructions causing the one ora plurality of computers

to execute steps of:

displaying, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]] first opponent
 

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle
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condition is not changed during the first term; and
 

during a second term ofthe battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameterset on [[a]]the card
 

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term,and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition. and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term.
 

27, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined
 

independentfrom a battle result ofthe first term.

28, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of
 

the first term.

29. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition depends on an attack status
 

of the first term.

30. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[26]]28, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for providing

a rewardto the player.

31. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as a reference.

32, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the
 

second battle condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character underthe

first battle condition.
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33. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the parameterincludes an attack strength anda life

force.

34, (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

according to claim [[24]]26, wherein the first field and the secondfield are included in a

game screen.

35. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by oneora plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]] first opponent
 

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued fromthefirst term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameterset on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term,_and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are sameor different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the
 

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of

the second term, _and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are
 

same or different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle
 

condition is not changed during the third term.

36. (Currently Amended) A battle game control method executed by one ora plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player, the method comprising:
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displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]first opponent

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a secondfield different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameterset on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent
 

from a battle result of the first term, and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are sameor different depending on the second battle condition, and wherein the

secondbattle condition is not changed during the second term.

37. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

amemorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]]first opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition, wherein the first battle condition is not changed during the first term;

during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameterset on [[a]]the card
 

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term,_and the first opponent character and the second opponent
 

character are same or different depending on the secondbattle condition, and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to a[[n]]third opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card

selected by [[a]]the player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle
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conditionis different from the second battle condition and is dependentona battle result of

the second term, and the second opponent character and the third opponent character are
 

same or different depending on the third battle condition, and wherein the third battle

condition is not changed during the third term.
 

38. (Currently Amended) A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards:

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to a[[n]] first opponent
 

character based on a parameterset on a card selected by a player's operation undera first

battle condition on a second field different from the first field, wherein the first battle

condition is not changed during the first term; and
 

during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the
 

battle to a[[n]]second opponent character based on [[a]]the parameter set on [[a]]the card.

selected by [[a]]the player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second

battle condition is different from the first battle condition and is predetermined independent

from a battle result of the first term,and the first opponent character and the second opponent

character are same or different depending on the second battle condition. and wherein the

second battle condition is not changed during the second term.
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Discussion Agenda

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

The outstanding Office Action indicated that claim 19 recites the limitations "an

opponent character based on a parameter set on a card by a player's operation” respectively in

lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of the claim, but it is unclear whether the claim recitations are

referring to the same or different "opponent characters", "parametersets", "cards", and

"player operations". Also, the Office Action indicated the claim numbers of dependencies

are required to be corrected.

In response, the claims are amended to correct the noted informalities. If, however,

the Examiner disagrees, the Examineris invited to telephone the undersigned who will be

happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to derive mutually acceptable language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §101

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 19-38 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101,

as allegedly being directed to non-statutory subject matter.

The Office Action alleged the claimed invention recites concepts related to a mental

process for circuit design which respectively correspondsto a concept identified as abstract

idea by the court in Synopsys. However, Applicant respectfully submits that the claimed

invention, as a whole, is not similar to the abstract idea discussed in the Synopsys case. More

specifically, in Synopsys, the court defined the abstract idea as translating a functional

description of a logic circuit into a hardware component. In contrast, the claimed invention

concerns operating the battle game under a specific set of rules.

In McRO, the Federal Circuit court found a set of rules to be an improvement in an

existing animation process instead of an abstract idea. In McRO, the court determined the set

of rules enabled the automation of specific animation tasks that previously could not be

automated. The claimed invention also includesa specific set of rules for operating a game

which, when viewed as whole, promote active participation of players with a wide range of

levels and enjoyment throughout a group battle. Thus, like McRO, the specific set of rules of

the claimed invention enables automation of a battle game that would not have been previously

automated.

Therefore, for at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that the

claims are directed toward patent-eligible subject matter. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully

requests that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101 be withdrawn.
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Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102 and 103

In the outstanding Action, claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.

§102(a)(1) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0054402 to Noguchietal.

(“Noguchi’’).

Claims 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over

Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2014/0295973 to Inagawaetal. (“Inagawa’’).

Claims 21 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over

Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2008/0254849 to Nomuraet al. (“Nomura’’).

Claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are the independent claims presently under consideration, and

claims 19, 26, and 35-38 are amendedto recite the feature that each battle condition is not

changed during each game term. Non-limiting supports of the amendments may be found,

for example, at paragraphs [0069]-[0075].

None of the cited references disclose that the battle game is played under each battle

condition during each game term. In particular, Noguchi is a role-playing game, so the

condition of battle may be changedin each turn of player unlike the claimed invention.

Inagawa wascited for a condition for providing a reward to the player, and Nomura

wascited for a start timing and an end timing of each game term. However, neither Inagawa

nor Nomura discloses that each battle condition is not changed during each game term.

Therefore, Applicant respectfully submits that none of Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura, even

whenconsidered in combination teach or suggest the claimed feature.

As aresult, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 19, 26, and 35-38

are patentable over Noguchi, Inagawa, and Nomura. As claims 20-25 depend from

independentclaim 19, claims 27-34 depend from independent claim 26, Applicant

respectfully submits that claims 20-25 and 27-34 are likewise patentable over Noguchi,

Inagawa, and Nomura.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the $103 rejections of claims 19-38 be withdrawn.
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CONCLUSION

Consequently, in view ofthe present amendmentandin light of the above discussion,

the outstanding groundsof rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as

amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986
(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

10
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 25-Feb-2015 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

a

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

 
 

Description Fee Code seoepts) in

Pages:

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

Extension-of-Time:
 

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 505



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 506

_ Sub-Totalin

Miscellaneous:

Submission- Information Disclosure Stmt 1806

Total in USD ($) 
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 14631221

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9188

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

a

Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015 

Time Stamp: 13:36:54

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number 030518INTEFSW13380600

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Yuko Yokoyama

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.16 (National applicationfiling, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees) 
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37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

File Size(Bytes)/
Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.)

Document
DocumentDescription File NameNumber

1035721

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form (SB08) 09850001 US-IDS-PTOSB08a.pd 809 147d9a9327296cd | $69¢343480787 a36}

cof

Information:

AU.S. Patent NumberCitation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in orderto correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References. If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

2194351

DO01_PuyopuyoTetrisManual_
Non PatentLiterature 2014.pdf 29f3edab338a2156cf9 1259157995248b49a

 

Warnings:

Information:

1094511

DO02_NICONICOPEDIA_2017.Non PatentLiterature
pdf 6234e77p62248 59[10 1 ic §7222 badd e1 OF

Information:

222525

DO03_NintendoHomepage_20
Non PatentLiterature 17.pde 0945fec7924 934 92cd5b5d21596b99e3 OFF

2235

Information:

989845

 
D004_KONAMIOFFICIALGUIDE

 

 

 

5 Non PatentLiterature no 8
-2000.pdf 23aa4745dc04d921e2e06c08eedeScbeb416h6fa

Warnings:

Information:
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Non PatentLiterature D005_WinningEleven2000_200
O.pdf

2072312

cO4bf720aa8t8de75686a2641 3665d2a8ce5|
2e61
 

Warnings: 

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

DO06_PRIMEGOAL3_1995.pdf

998328

10239b9a9h3e0a6e082bb 1091 [064e9ee fe}

 

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Foreign Reference

Information:

Fee Worksheet (SBO6)

D007_JFAHomepage_2017.pdf|

DO08_SOCCERRules_2001.pdf

ROO1_JP2002301264A.pdf

fee-info.pdf

6acSc9aa 17bc23f/ 2Sbb6fda652b00173e9/
afdo

303522

6d02ad6eb90aee263a925f2d65 59d 0eS ce
6e9d0

4547360

9a378d9dbb15a135e975cidc9e3 b264935
a2aSa

cd0c059decf&§e020277cc5 3070371 919a1¢3

 

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)

 
13558063
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This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001US 9188

62008 7590 02/22/2018

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

EXAMINER
 

~  ERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
 

 
3717

ART UNI PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

02/22/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 14/631 ,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventorto File)
DAMONPIERCE 3717 ved  

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED(35 U.S.C. § 133).

Anyreply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1) Responsive to communication(s)filed on 1/5/18.
(A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on__

2a)C] This action is FINAL. 2b) This action is non-final.
3)L] Anelection was made bythe applicantin responseto a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

____} the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)L] Since this application is in condition for allowance exceptfor formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

5)K] Claim(s) 19-38 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claim(s)___is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 19-38 is/are rejected.
8)L] Claim(s)__ is/are objected to.
9)L] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

nitos/www.uspto.dov/ h/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfieedback@uspto. aov.

 

 

atenis/init events/    

Application Papers

10)C The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11) The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12) Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) All bj) Some** c)Z Noneofthe:
1.1] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0] Copies ofthe certified copiesof the priority documents have been receivedin this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action foralist of the certified copies not received.

   
Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) CT] Interview Summary (PTO-413)
; ; Paper No(s)/Mail Date.

2) XX Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 Ol Other:Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/1/17. ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180213
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

DETAILED ACTION

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under thefirst inventorto file provisions of the AIA.

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114

2. A requestfor continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), wasfiled in this application after final rejection. Since this

application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set

forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action

has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submissionfiled on 1/5/18

has been entered.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(b) CONCLUSION.—Thespecification shall conclude with one or moreclaimsparticularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor
regards as the invention.

Thefollowing is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

4. Claims 19-28, and 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112

(pre-AlA), second paragraph,as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and

distinctly claim the subject matter which the inventoror a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA

the applicant regards as the invention.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 3
Art Unit: 3717

5. Claim 19 recite the limitations "an opponent character based on a parameterset

on a card bya player’s operation” respectively in lines 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, and 16 of the

claim, howeverit is unclear whether the claim recitations are referring to the same or

different “opponent characters", "parameter sets", “cards”, and “player operations”.

Also, claims 26 and 35-38 has the sameor similar issues as state above in claim 19.

6. Claims 20-25 each respectively recite the limitation “according to claim 17”in

lines 1 and 2 of each claim, however, claim 17 has been cancelled, thus, deemed

indefinite.

7. Claims 27, 28, and 31-34 each respectively recite the limitation “according to

claim 24”in lines 1 and 2 of each claim, however,it is unclear whether the

corresponding limitations of the each claim is related to claim 26 or claim 24, thus,

deemedindefinite.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvementthereof, may obtain a patent
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title.

9. Claims 19-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is

directed to a judicial exception (i.e., a law of nature, a natural phenomenon,or an

abstract idea) without significantly more. The claims are directed to the abstract idea of

conducting gamerules while using cards during the gamerelated to concepts relating to

organizing or analyzing information in a way that can be performed mentally or is
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analogous to human mental work which falls under an abstract idea of "an idea ‘of

itself".

The claims recite concepts related to a mental processfor circuit design which

respectively corresponds to a conceptidentified as abstract idea by the courts in

Synopsys court decision. Claims 19 recite, in part, a player conducting a batile game

(conventional equipment and practice), displaying, onafirst field, a plurality of cards

selected from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards (conventional equipment and

practice); during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a

first battle condition (conventional equipment and practice, and a mental process of

Synopsys, and a human using pen and paper); during a second term ofthe battle game

continued from thefirst term, conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a

parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation under a second battle

condition, wherein the secondbattle conditionis different from thefirst battle condition

and is predetermined independentfrom a battle result of the first term (conventional

equipment and practice, and a mental process of Synopsys, and a human using pen

and paper); and during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term,

conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card

selected by a player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle

condition is different from the second battle condition and is dependenton a battle result

of the second term (conventional equipment and practice, and a mental process of

Synopsys, and a human using pen and paper).
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The claims doesnotinclude additional elements that are sufficient to amountto

significantly more than the judicial exception because the additional elements when

considered both individually and as an ordered combination do not amountto

significantly more than the above-identified judicial exception (the abstract idea). The

claims recite the additionallimitations of “computers”, “memory”, “processor”all of which

are recited at a high level of generality and are recited as performing generic computer

functions routinely used in computer applications. Generic computer components

recited as performing generic computerfunctions that are well-understood, routine and

conventional activities amount to no more than implementing the abstract idea with a

computerized system.

Claims 20-25 and 27-34 include all the limitations and are dependenton claims

19 and 26. Therefore, claims 20-25 and 27-34 recite the same abstract idea of

“conducting gamerules while using cards during the game.”

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

10. Inthe event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new groundof

rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be

the sameundereither status.

11. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section madein this Office action:
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A personshall be entitled to a patent unless —

(a)(1) the claimed invention was patented, described in a printed publication, or in public use,
on sale or otherwise available to the public before the effectivefiling date of the claimed
invention.

(a)(2) the claimed invention was described in a patent issued under section 151, or in an
application for patent published or deemed published under section 122(b), in which the
patent or application, as the case may be, names another inventor and waseffectively filed
before the effective filing date of the claimed invention.

12. Claims 19, 22-29, and 32-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)(1) as being

anticipated by US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchiet al (Noguchi).

Claims 19, 26, 35, 36, 37, and 38. Noguchi discloses a non-transitory computer-

readable recording medium storing instructions to be executed by oneora plurality of

computers capable of being used by a player conducting a battle game, the instructions

causing the oneora plurality of computers to execute (Figs. 1 and 2, and 4[23-31])

stepsof:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is

a stack of virtual cards (Fig. 2 and 4A and 468);

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation

undera first battle condition (952-60));

during a secondterm of the battle game continued from thefirst term,

conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a

card selected by a player's operation under a second battle condition, wherein

the second battle conditionis different from thefirst battle condition and is

predetermined independent from a battle result of the first term ({[48, 52-60, and
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76] in this case a battle condition includes a different instance and effect of a virtual

card); and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term,

conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set ona

card selected by a player's operation undera third battle condition, wherein the

third battle condition is different from the second battle condition and is

dependent on a battle result of the second term (4/48, 52-60, 74, and 78] during a

continued battle yet a different action by a player affects the health value/points of an

enemy character).

Claims 22 and 32. Noguchi ciscloses wherein an attack strength to the

opponentcharacter under the second battle condition is higher than an attack

strength to the opponent character underthefirst battle condition ({[52-60, 62,

70-72, and 77] where the damage of an attack has been increased during a

second instanceof attacking an enemycharacter).

Claims 23 and 33. Noguchi discloses wherein the parameter includes an

attack strength anda life force ({[48, 52-60, 62, and 77] discloses levelof effect

and damage).

Claim 24. Noguchi discloses wherein the battle is conducted on a second

field different from thefirst field (Fig. 2 and 4A and 468).
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Claims 25 and 34. Noguchi discloses wherein the first field and the second

field are included in a game screen (Fig. 2 and 4A and 468).

Claims 26, 36, and 38. Noguchi discloses a non-transitory computer-readable

recording medium storing instructions to be executed by one ora plurality of computers

capable of being used by a player conducting a battle game (Figs. 1 and 2, and q[23-

31]), the instructions causing the oneora plurality of computers to execute stepsof:

displaying, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is

a stackof virtual cards (Fig. 2 and 4A and 468);

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent

character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation

undera first battle condition on a second field different from thefirst field (Fig. 2

and 4A, and 4[48, and 52-60]); and

during a second term of the battle game continued from thefirst term,

conducting the battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set ona

card selected by a player's operation under a second battle condition different

from thefirst battle condition on the secondfield ({[48, 52-60, and 76] during a

continued battle yet a different action by a player affects the health value/points of an

enemy character).
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Claim 27. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined independentfrom a battle result of thefirst term (4[52-60] in this

case a battle condition includes a different instance and effect of a virtual card)

Claim 28. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition depends

on a battle result of the first term (4[52-60] during a continued battle yet a

different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy

character).

Claim 29. Noguchi discloses wherein the second battle condition depends

on an attack status of the first term (9[52-60] during a continued battle yet a

different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy

character).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

13. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of

rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be

the sameundereither status.

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which formsthe basisforall

obviousnessrejections set forth in this Office action:
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15.

A patentfor a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effectivefiling date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

Thefactual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contentsof the priorart.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claimsat issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinentart.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating

obviousness or nonobviousness.

16. Claims 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over

US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi) in view of US Pub. 20140295973 to

Inagawa et al (Inagawa).

Claims 20 and 30. Noguchifails to explicitly disclose a condition for

providing a reward to the player.

Inagawa teaches a condition for providing a reward to the player (454).

The gaming system of Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of

Inagawa becauseproviding some form of benefit to a player upon winning a fight

during video game play is commonly known. Providing benefits such as rewards

to a winning playerof a fight is done to enhance gameplay excitement in an

attempt for game players to receive a large variety of benefits ranging from
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increasing game currency to gaining new found powersall of which adds

entertainmentvalue to the gameplay.

It would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art before the

effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of

Noguchi with the teachings of Inagawain orderto provide a moreentertaining

and exciting video game.

17. Claims 21 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over

US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi) in view of US Pub. 20080254849 to

Nomura et al (Nomura).

Claims 21 and 31. Noguchifails to explicitly disclose the limitations of

claims 21 and 31.

Nomura teachesastart timing and an end timing of each ofthefirst term

and the second term are predetermined using a start timing of the battle game as

a reference (Fig. 3B, element 124, and 4121-123). The gaming system of

Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of Nomurain orderto limit

the amountof time game players have to make game inputs which would make

the gameplay more challenging to the gameplayers.

It would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art before the

effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of
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Noguchi with the teachings of Nomura in order to make the game play more

challenging to the gameplayers.

Response to Arguments

18. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-38 have been considered but

are moot because the arguments do not apply to any of the references being usedin

the current rejection.

Conclusion

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whosetelephone numberis (571)270-

1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM.

Examinerinterviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO AutomatedInterview Request

(AIR) at http:/Awww.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examinerby telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone numberfor the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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20. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see hittp://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsforthis
purpose, and anyotherrelevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122¢b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcementagency,if the USPTO becomesawareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-14)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

 

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
(Submitted Only via EFS-Web) 

Application|fi4631,221 Filing|bo15-02-25 Docket Number | hogso001us
Number Date (if applicable)

First Named) |chi SUZUKI Examiner amon JosephPierce (9188)Inventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to anyutility or plant application filed prior to June 8,
1995, to any intemational application that does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371, or to any design application. The
Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW_.USPTO.GOV.

    
SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR 1.114 

Note:If the RCEis proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCEwill be entered in the order
in which they werefiled unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s). 

CO Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendmentsfiled after the final Office action may be considered as asubmission evenif this box is not checked. 

LI] Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on

[_] Other 

><] Enclosed

Amendment/Reply

L] Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

L] Affidavit(s)/ Declaration(s)

[_] Other 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

O Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of months(Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required) 
[_] Other 
 

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCEisfiled.

Xx] The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpaymentof fees, or credit any overpayments, to
Deposit Account No 05976   

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

<< Patent Practitioner Signature

Applicant Signature
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SB/30EFS (07-14)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Approvedfor use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

 

Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner 

  imothy J. Maier Registration Number 1986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to
file (and by the USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time
will vary depending upon theindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom ofInformation
Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom ofInformation Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A recordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A recordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need
for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treatyin this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuantto the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, underauthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce)directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in an
application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware ofa viclation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARKOFFICE

in re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9188
Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit: 3717

U.S. Patent Application No. 14/631,221
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Filed: February 25, 2015
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Title) GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING

MEDIUM

 
SUBMISSION UNDER37 CFR1.114

(AMENDMENT)

Commissioner for Patents January 5, 2018
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In responseto the Office Action mailed September 8, 2017, and together with a Request

for Continued Examination (RCE), the period for response being extended by one (1) month

upon payment of the necessary fee, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the

Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

AMENDMENTSTO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please CANCELclaims1-18 as shown below.

Please ADD claims 19-38 as shown below.

The followinglist of claims replaces any priorlisting of claims:

1.- 18. (Canceled).

19, (New) A non-iransilory computer-readable recording medium storing instructions to

be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a player conducting

a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute steps of:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the batile game, conducting a battle to an opponent character

based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle

condition:

during a second term ofthe battle game continued from thefirst term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a secondbattle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different

fromthe first battle condition and is predetermined independent froma battle result of the

first term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

20. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for providing a reward to the

player.

21, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording mediumaccording to

claim 17, whereinastart timing and an end timing of each ofthe first term and the second

term are predetermined usinga start timing of the batile game as a reference.

22. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the secondbattle

condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character underthefirst battle

condition.

23. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength anda life force.

24. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein the battle is conducted on a secondfield different from the firstfield.

25, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 17, wherein thefirst field and the secondfield are included in a gamescreen.

26. (New) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing instructions to

be executed by one or a plurality of computers capable of being used by a player conducting

a battle game, the instructions causing the one or a plurality of computers to execute steps of:
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character

based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle

condition on a second field different fromthefirst field: and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

secondfield.

27. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the secondbattle condition is predetermined independent from a battle

result of the first term.

28. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the second battle condition depends on a battle result of the first term.

29. (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 26, wherein the secondbattle condition depends on an attack status of the first term.

30, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 26, wherein the secondbattle condition is a condition for providing a reward to the

player.

31, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

claim 24, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each ofthe first term and the second

term are predetermined usinga start timing of the battle game as a reference.

32, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein an attack strength to the opponent character under the secondbattle

condition is higher than an attack strength to the opponent character under thefirst battle

condition.

33, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the parameter includes an attack strength anda life force.

34, (New) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 24, wherein the first field and the second field are included in a gamescreen.

35. (New) A battle game control method executed byoneor a plurality of computers

capable of being used bya player, the method comprising:

displaying, onafirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character

based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle

condition;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different

from thefirst battle condition and is predetermined independent from a battle result of the

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 544



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 545

Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

first term; and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.

36. (New) A battle game control method executed byoneor a plurality of computers

capable of being used bya player, the method comprising:

displaying, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards:

during a first term of the battle game, conducting a battle to an opponent character

based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle

condition on a second field different from the first field;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conducting the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

secondfield.

37. (New)A battle game control system comprising:

one or more computers;

a memorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of

virtual cards:

during a first term of the battle game, conduct a battle to an opponent character based
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle condition;

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conduct the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition, wherein the second battle condition is different

fromthe first battle condition and is predetermined independent froma battle result of the

first term: and

during a third term of the battle game continued from the second term, conduct the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation undera third battle condition, wherein the third battle condition is different from

the second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result of the second term.

38. (New) A batile game control system comprising:

one or more compulers;

a memorystoring instructions; and

a processor, by executing the instructions, programmedto:

display, on a first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of

virtual cards;

during a first term of the battle game, conduct a battle to an opponent character based

on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's operation undera first battle condition on a

second field different from the first field; and

during a second term of the battle game continued from the first term, conduct the

battle to an opponent character based on a parameter set on a card selected by a player's

operation under a second battle condition different from the first battle condition on the

secondfield.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

REMARKS

Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion,1s

respectfully requested. Claims 1-18 were originally presented. Claims 1-18 have been

canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 19-38 have been added. Accordingly, claims

19-38 are pending in the present Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present

Response, claims 19-38 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submitsthat

no new matter has been introducedby the foregoing amendments.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-15, 17, and 18 stand rejected under

35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0344940,

applied for by Kurabayashi, et al. (‘Kurabayashi”), in view of U.S. Patent Application

Publication No. 2007/0265046, applied for by Sato (‘Sato’).

Claims 4, 10, and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over

Kurabayashi and Sato in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2014/0213356,

applied for by Iwano (“Iwano”).

Addressing nowtherejection of claims 1-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable

over Kurabayashi, Sato, and Iwano,this rejection is respectfully traversed.

Claims 1-18 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer in favor of claims 19-

38. Claims 19, 26, and 35 are the independent claims presently under consideration. None of

the cited references have been applied against the present claims. Furthermore, Applicants

respectfully submit that none of Kurabayashi, Sato, and Iwano, even when considered in

combination teach or suggest the features of new independent claims 19, 26, and 35.

In viewof the above, Applicant respectfully submits that the outstanding rejection is

moot and should be withdrawn. Examination on the merits ofnewclaims 19-38 is respectfully

requested.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001US

Response to Office Action of September 8, 2017

CONCLUSION

Consequently, in viewof the present amendmentand in light of the above discussion,

the outstanding groundsofrejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application,as

amended, is believed 1o be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986
(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TJM/COH/TMH/ksh

January 5, 2018
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 25-Feb-2015 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

preTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Sub-Totalin

Description Fee Code USD(S)

Basic Filing:

Pages: 

Claims:
 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS IN EXCESS OF 3 3 420

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Miscellaneous-Filing:
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_ . Sub-Totalin

Description ee reas USDIS)

Extension-of-Time:

Extension - 1 month with $0 paid 1251 pt|mm
Miscellaneous:

RCE- 1st Request

  
 

Total in USD (S$)
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 14631221

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9188

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015 

Time Stamp: 17:55:18

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number 01081 8INTEFSW17554600

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Kelli Harris

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges) 
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File Listing:
Document

Number DocumentDescription
File Size(Bytes)/

File Name Message Digest Part /.zip| (ifappl.)
 

Extension of Time

Information:

Request for Continued Examination
(RCE)

127919

09850001US-1MoEOT.pdf 66dSd5d0aS 9eaeaab4e9b2aa74 lafaad22¢|
de2e7

1349882

09850001US-RCE-Trans-EFS-

Form.pdf 3105ba7829b1 c98d0325634d2d2fl eMSfa|
9e50
 

Warnings: 

Information:

Amendment Submitted/Entered with

Filing of CPA/RCE

Information:

105160

09850001US-114Sub-Amd.pdf 8755209788541 1 577337666d 2c6bbcBI70|
at7ad

 

Fee Worksheet (SBO6)

Information:

fee-info.pdf 816c28bc76c16b1 1220050ef24 Sbe3afel 6f|
Ofda
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This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/AIA/22 (03-13)
Approved for use through 7/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number(Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER37 CFR1.136(a)|09850001US

Application Number 4 4/631 221 rie February 25, 2015
For

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
Art Unit Examiner

3717 Damon Joseph Pierce (9188)
This is a request underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-icentified application.

The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee Micro Entity Fee

One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $200 $100 $50

Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a}{2)) $600 $300 $150

Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,400 $700 $350

Four months (37 GFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,200 $1,100 $550 
Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $3,000 $1,500 $750

Applicant asserts small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.

Applicantcertifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.
Form PTO/SB/15Aor B or equivalent must either be enclosed or have been submitted previously.

 

A checkin the amountofthe fee is enclosed. 

Paymentby credit card. Frex~RKOx2038ixxitached.
 
 

The Director has already been authorized to chargefees in this application to a Deposit Account.eficiencies, | |
The Director is hereby authorized to charge any feeswhichkrmmayxhaxagquikad, or credit any overpayment, to

Deposit Account Number 50-5976
 

Payment made via EFS-Web.

WARNING: Information on this form may becomepublic. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

| am the

[| applicant.

[+] attorney or agent of record. Registration number 51,986 
[| attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number

/Timothy J. Maier/ January 5, 2018
Signature Date

Timothy J. Maier 703-740-8322
Typedor printed name Telephone Number

  

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

[] * Total of
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, whichis to file (and by the
USPTOto process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending uponthe individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sentto the Chief Information Officer,
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

 
forms are submitted.
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PTO/SB/06(09-11)
Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORDJApplication or Docket Number Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/631 ,221 02/25/2015|L] Tobe Mailed

ENTITY: [XJcaRGe [] smatt [] micro

APPLICATION AS FILED — PART |

(Column 2)

NUMBERFILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)

L] sasicFeE N/A N/A NWA‘37 GFR 1.16(a), (bi, or (¢

(_] SEARCH FEE NWA NWA NVA37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)

C EXAMINATION FEE I I
(87 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A

TOTAL CLAIMS -
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) minus 20 = x § _

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1}(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).

[J MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT(37 CFR 1.16(j))

(APPLICATION SIZE FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(s))

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “O” in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

(Colurnn 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST

01/05/2018|REMAINING p PREVIOUSLYAMENDMENT.

er
an -3

[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
AMENDMENT

O FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

(Colurnn 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

PRESENT EXTRA

Total (37 CFR4.16(i))
Independent(37 GFR 1.16(h))

[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

O FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
AMENDMENT
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “O” in column 3. LIE
** If the “Highest NumberPreviously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEisless than 20, enter “20”. DEBRA SAVOY
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEisless than 3, enter“3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ (Total or Independent) is the highest number foundin the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assisiance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 05850002US 9188

62008 7590 09/08/2017

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

EXAMINER
 

~  ERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
 

 
3717

ART UNI PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

09/08/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
DAMON PIERCE 3717 id  

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- |f NO periodfor reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED(35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on5/18/17and7/6/17.
C1 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon____..

2a) This action is FINAL. 2b) This action is non-final.
3)0 Anelection was made by the applicant in responseto a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

___} the restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

4)L] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordancewith the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

5)X] Claim(s) 1-78 is/are pendingin the application.
 

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claim(s)___is/are allowed.
7)K] Claim(s) 7-78 is/are rejected.
8)L] Claim(s)___ is/are objected to.
9) Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

 

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hit /Aww.usote gov/patenis/init events/    hindex.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfesdback@uspto gov.

Application Papers

10)Z The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11) The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)(] objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)F Acknowledgment is madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)DAll bj] Some** c)] Noneofthe:
1.1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2] Gertified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

   
Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) CT Interview Summary (PTO-413)
; ; Paper No(s)/Mail Date.

2) XX Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 Ol Other:Paper No(s)/Mail Date 5/18/17 ) er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20170831
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

DETAILED ACTION

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under thefirst inventorto file provisions of the AIA.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

2. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35

U.S.C. 102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any

correction of the statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new groundof

rejection if the prior art relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be

the same undereither status.

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basisfor all

obviousnessrejections set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the
claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have
been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having
ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be
negated by the manner in which the invention was made.

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are summarized asfollows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinentart.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating

obviousness or nonobviousness.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 3
Art Unit: 3717

5. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-15, 17, and 18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being

unpatentable over US Pub. 20130344940 to Kurabayashi et al in view of US Pub.

20070265046to Sato.

Claims 1, 7, and 13. Kurabayashi discloses a game control method comprising:

dividing a battle time into a plurality of time slots in a battle game between

groupswith a battle time managing unit stored in a memory,the battle time

managing unit further comprising a timer (4[21-23, 45, and 50] discloses the

schedule module can schedule game changesto occurat defined times), and

members of a group being characters stored in the memory, each character

controlled by a player via a client device sending requests to a server (Fig. 9, and

q[2-4 and 51));

setting a battle condition of at least one of the time slots in the plurality of

time slots with a battle condition changing unit in the memoryto differ from a

battle condition of a second timeslotin the plurality of time slots based on data

from a battle condition extraction unit in the memory and a target changing unit

in the memory(4[45, 51, and 52]); and

conducting the battle game onthe server by a battle rendering unit in the

memory based onthe battle condition ({[2-4, 21-23, and 51]) whereby at least one

of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is different from the second time slot

in the plurality of time slots ([45, 51, and 52] discloses the schedule module can

schedule game changesto occurat defined times).
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 4
Art Unit: 3717

However, Kurabayashifails to explicitly disclose wherein the baitle condition is

set independentfrom the player's performance.

Sato teaches wherein the battle condition is set independentfrom the player's

performance (4[10, 182, 183, and 190]). The gaming system of Kurabayashi would

have motivation to use the teachings of Sato in order to provide usageof player

characters’ special abilities during a battle according to predetermined periods of time

which would make the game moresirategic for game players.

It would have been obvious to a personof ordinary skill in the art before the

effective filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of

Kurabayashi with the teachings of Sato in order to provide usage of player characters’

special abilities during a battle according to predetermined periodsof time which would

make the game morestrategic for gameplayers.

Claims 2, 8, and 14. Kurabayashi discloses wherein setting the battle

condition comprises changing the battle condition based on conditions set by a

target changing unit in the memory, for each of the plurality of time slots by a

battle condition changing unit in the memory (21-23, 33, 45, and 51] where

avatars associated with gameplayers in a battle game are subject to game play

changesso that the game action patterns for particular game scenarios or game

tests that were successful and subject to convergence are no longer successful

or beneficial for the particular game scenarios or game tests in which the game

play action patterns were utilized and previously successful).
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 5
Art Unit: 3717

Claims 3, 9, and 15. Kurabayashi in view of Sato teaches wherein the

battle condition comprises changing an ability value of a memberof the group

designated by the target changing setting unit in a parameters area of the

memorywith the battle condition changing unit in the memory (Sato Figs. 10 and

11, and 4[9, 187, and 204] where as a player character ascendsin higher levels

the player character have enhanced abilities).

Claims 5, 11, and 17. Kurabayashiin view of Sato teaches wherein when

setting the battle condition, based on a battle result, determined by a battle

rendering unit in the memory,in an earlier time slot among the plurality of time

slots, the battle condition is set by changing the battle condition in a time slot

after the earlier time slot by the battle time managing unit in the memory

(Kurabayashi §[21-23, 45, and 51]; and Sato §[173 and 187]).

Claims 6, 12, and 18. Kurabayashi in view of Sato teaches wherein

the battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result,

determined by a battle rendering unit in the memory, in the earlier time

slot, an item, stored in the parameters section of the memory, usable in

the battle by a memberof the group as determined by a target changing

setting unit (Sato ¥[173 and 187] where a player character may use a
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 6
Art Unit: 3717

specific item, power, or skill depending on player character’s state or

status during gameplay).

6. Claims 4, 10, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable

over US Pub. 20130344940 to Kurabayashiet al in view of US Pub. 20070265046to

Sato as applied to claims 1, 7, and 13 above, and further in view of US Pub.

20140213356 to Iwanoetal (lwano).

Claims 4, 10, and 16. Kurabayashi in view of Sato fails to explicitly

disclose the limitations of claim 4, 10, and 16.

Iwano teaches wherein the battle condition comprises increasing, by a

ratio with the battle condition changing unit in the memory, an ability value,

stored in the parameters area of the memory and designated by a target

changing setting unit in the memory, of a memberhaving a low value, among the

membersof the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle as

determined by the target changing unit in the memory(Figs. 5 and 6, and 4[48

and 82]). The gaming system of Kurabayashi in view of Sato would have

motivation to use the teachings of Iwanoin orderto assist other group game

players in hopes to simplify game play for beginners or players with less game

experience.

It would have been further obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art

before the effectivefiling date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 7
Art Unit: 3717

system of Kurabayashi in view of Sato with the teachings of Iwanoin orderto

assist other group gameplayers in hopesto simplify game play for beginners or

players with less game experience.

Response to Arguments

7. Applicant’s arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered butare

moot because the arguments do not apply to the combination of the references being

used in the current rejection.

Conclusion

8. Applicant's amendmentnecessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presentedin

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37

CFR 1.136(a).

A shortenedstatutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHSof the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTHshortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of

the advisory action. In no event, however,will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHSfrom the date of this final action.
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Application/Control Number: 14/631 ,221 Page 8
Art Unit: 3717

9. Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to DAMON PIERCE whosetelephone numberis (571)270-

1997. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-4:30PM.

Examinerinterviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video

conferencing using a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an

interview, applicant is encouraged to use the USPTO Autamated Interview Request

(AIR) at http://(www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone numberfor the

organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automatedinformation

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/Damon Pierce/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Examiner Art Unit

DAMONPIERCE 3717

Notice of References Cited
 

Page 1 of 1 
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number Date wee

|a|Us-2007/0265046a12007/0265046 A1|11-2007|-2007|Sato:YasuhiroYasuhiro|assris/io|463/8— US-2014/0213356 At 07-2014|IWANO: Hiroaki A63F13/10 463/31

CPC Classification 
NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

P=|| Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)  
*A copyof this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05¢a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US orforeign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20170831
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (03-15)eg : : . Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit contains a valid GMB control number.

CNNAeRSeRe [FiistNamedinventor[facsuzuqr|
STATEMENTBY APPLICANT Art Uninit 3/17

Examiner Name Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number 05850002US

   
  

  
 

 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
 

 

  

U.S.PATENTS

 

 
Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner}
Initial*

Kind Issue Date Nameof Patentee or ApplicantPatent Number Code’ of cited Document
  
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Examiner] ,.. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
wee Cite No : Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code] Date of cited Document .

Figures Appear 
| |

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button]Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
 

Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication where Relevant: i i 5
Initial” No|Number? Code2| Code4) Date Applicantof cited Passages or Relevant qTDocument .

Figures Appear

| Cited in the JPOA dated
D.J.P/ 1 P001-129254 A 2001-05-15 ONAMI CO., LTD. April 4, 2017; English

abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated

/D.3.P//2 P014-226408 A 2014-12-08 DNA KK April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Nameof Patentee or   
 

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add
NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS

 
EFS Web 2.1.17

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 566



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 567

 

 

 
 
 

14631221

2015-02-25

Application Number

Koichi SUZUKI

Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number 05850002US

 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc}, date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s}, Ts
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner} Cite
Initials”|No

lapanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10
bgs., including English translation).

 
Studio BentStuff Co., Ltd., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March6, 2007, First Edition, p.
476 (3 pgs.).   

 

  
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 608. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents,the indication of the yearof the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. > Applicantis to place a check mark hereif}
English languagetranslation is attached.
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Application Number 14631221

Koichi SUZUKI

Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number 05850002US

 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
> from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to
any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to thefiling of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

  
 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.
 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-05-18

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number 51,986

     

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPT®©to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 05/18/2017 14/631,221 - GAU: 3717

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1} the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2{b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

Privacy Act Statement

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Departmentof Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsforthis
purpose, and anyotherrelevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122¢b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcementagency,if the USPTO becomesawareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Search Notes 14631221 SUZUKI, KOICHI

Examiner Art Unit

DamonPierce 3717

CPC 463/031 .0000 2/1/17 CB

A63F13/58 2/1/17 CB

A63F13/44 (with keyword search 9/1/2017 DJP

               
CPC- SEARCHED

 

 

 

 A63F13/58 (with keyword search) 9/1/2017 DJP
A63F13/822 (with keyword search 9/1/2017 DJP

 
US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED

Class Subclass Date Examiner 

 
   

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTESbox below to determine
the scope of the search.

 

 

  
  

 

SEARCH NOTES

Search Notes|Date~—|_—_—Examiner
Inventors searched 9/1/2017 DJP

Backward and forward searched most relevantart 9/1/2017 DJP

INTERFERENCE SEARCH

US Class/ US Subclass / CPC Group Date Examiner
CPC Symbol

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20170831
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Doc code: IDS

Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

 Application Number

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

Art Unit
 

 

 

PTO/SB/08a (03-15)
Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

  

  
 P015-02-25

oichi SUZUKI

3717 
 

4631221

 

 Examiner Name  Damon Joseph Pierce (9188) 

Attorney Docket Number  05850002US  
 

  
U.S.PATENTS

. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
Examiner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial No Code’ of cited Document

Figures Appear 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Add

 

Kind
Code’

Publication
Date

Publication
NumberExaminet! cite NoInitial  Nameof Patentee or Applicant

of cited Document

 
Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add| 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
 [Remove]SS 

  
 

  
 

 

Country Publication
Code?|

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document
Initial* Number?
  
  

Nameof Patentee or

Applicantof cited
Document

  Pages,Columns, Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

  
 
  

Ts

 
 

NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS
 

Examiner} Cite
Initials*|No

 
EFS Web 2.1.17

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s),
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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14631221

2015-02-25

Application Number    
 

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 

 

bgs., including English translation). 
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature Date Considered [i
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents,the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark hereif
English languagetranslation is attached.
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14631221

2015-02-25

Application Number  
 

 
 

 
 

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number | o5850002us
Damon Joseph Pierce (9188) 

  
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
X_ from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-09-01   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et ,986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 14631221

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9188

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Date: 25-FEB-2015 

Time Stamp: 17:42:15

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

 
Submitted with Payment

File Listing: 

Document ae . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part/.zip| (if appl.)

1035033 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

Form {SB08) 05850002US-IDS-PTOSBO08a.pdf no 472d47305db011 90ee0891 8f9275e71 bas}5

 

Warnings: 
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Information:

AU.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in orderto correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References. If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no datawill be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

220053

Other Reference-Patent/App/Search 05850002US-NPL-1-
documents JPOA-0815201 7.pdf df14c89ad30d05b49509fb7c2ccfa8a98d7dI

 

Warnings:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER [OR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450www uspto.gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

14/631,221 02/25/2015 Koichi SUZUKI 05850002US 9188

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street BOHREN, CRAIG D

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

3717

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

07/19/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patcnt@ maicrandmaicr.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. _ . 14/631,221 SUZUKI, KOICHI
Applicant-initiated Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit

CRAIG D. BOHREN 3717 
All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel):

(1) CRAIG D. BOHREN. (3) Tim M. Harbeck (Applicant Attorney.

(2) Tramar Harper (Primary Examiner). (4) .

Date of Interview: 06/27/2017.

Type: J Telephonic [[] Video Conference
CJ Personal[copy given to: [J applicant (J applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [[] Yes DX] No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [101 (1112 (1102 kj103 [others
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 7.

Identification of prior art discussed: yes.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description andindicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification orclarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

Applicant attorney proposed an amended claim 1.
to add statementto claim 1 "wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player's performance.”
Amendment added to overcome prior art of Conkwright (US2007066403)
Conkwright is dependent on player performance to change battle condition of claim 1
Added amendment makes battle condition changes independentof player performance, invalidating Conkwright.

No Agreement was reached as to patentability..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substanceof the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). Ifa reply to the last Office action has already beenfiled, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whicheveris later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A camplete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
generalthrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcomeofthe interview,to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

&X] Attachment

/CRAIG D BOHREN/ /Tramar Harper/
Examiner, Art Unit 3717 Primary Examiner, AU 3717

 
 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary PaperNo. 20170627
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Summaryof Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
Acomplete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephoneinterview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reachedattheinterview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must befiled by the applicant. An interview does not removethe necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132)

37 CFR §1.2 Businessto be transactedin writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicanis or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understandingin relation ta which there is disagreement or doubt

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through thefailure to record the substanceof interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substanceof an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examinerindicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made andto correct material inaccuracies
which beardirectly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes andfilling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substanceof an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Recordis required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portionof the file, and listed on the
“Contents” section of the file wrapper. In a personalinterview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowanceorif other
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:
— Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)
—Nameof applicant
—Nameof examiner
— Date ofinterview

—Typeofinterview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)
—Nameof participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)
— An indication whetheror not an exhibit was shownor a demonstration conducted

—Anidentification of the specific prior art discussed
— An indication whether an agreement was reachedandif so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by

attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreementas to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

—Thesignature of the examiner who conductedthe interview (if Form is not an attachmentto a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examinerorally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview
unlessit includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examinerto include,all of the applicable items required below concerning the
substanceofthe interview.

Acomplete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,
2) an identification of the claims discussed,
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
4) anidentification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the argumentsis not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments madeto the
examiner can be understoodin the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a generalindication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcomeof the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by

the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substanceof an interview. If the record is not complete and
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one manth time period to correct the record.

Examinerto Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasonsof record, the examiner should senda letter setting forth the examiner’s version of the
statementattributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should placethe indication, “Interview Record OK” on the
paper recording the substanceof the interview along with the date and the examiner’sinitials.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

in re Patent Applicationof:
Koichi SUZUKI

Confirmation No.: 9188

Art Unit: 3717

U.S. Patent Application No.: 14/631,221
Examiner: BOHREN, CRAIG D

Filed: 02/25/2015

Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US
Title) GAME CONTROL METHOD,

SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE

RECORDING MEDIUM

 
AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents July 6, 2017
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed April 7, 2017, Applicant respectfully requesis

reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMENDclaims 1, 6-8, and 13 as shown below.

The followinglist of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method comprising:

dividing a battle time into a plurality of time slots in a battle game between groups

with a battle time managing unit stored in a memory, the battle time managing unit further

comprising a timer, and members of a group being characters stored in the memory, each

character controlled by a player via a client device sending requests to a server;

setting a battle condition of ai least one of the timeslots in the plurality of timeslots

with a battle condition changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of a

second timeslot in the plurality of time slots based on data froma battle condition extraction

unit in the memory anda target changing unit in the memory, wherein the battle condition is
 

set independent from the player’s performance; and

conducting the battle game on the server by a battle rendering unit in the memory

based on the battle condition whereby at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time

slots is different from the second timeslot in the plurality of timeslots.

2. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein setting the battle

condition comprises changing the battle condition based on conditions set bya target

changing unit in the memory, for each of the plurality of time slots by a battle condition

changing unit in the memory.

3. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein the battle
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

condition comprises changing an ability value of a memberof the group designated by the

target changing setting unit in a parameters area of the memory with the battle condition

changing unit in the memory.

4. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein the battle

condition comprises increasing, by a ratio with the battle condition changing unitin the

memory, an ability value, stored in the parameters area of the memory and designated by a

target changing setting unit in the memory, of a member having a low value, among the

members of the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle as determined by the

targel changing unil in the memory.

5. (Original) The game control method according to claim 1, wherein whensetting the

battle condition, based on a battle result, determined bya battle rendering unit in the memory,

in an earlier time slot amongthe plurality of timeslots, the battle condition is set by changing

the battle condition in a timeslot after the earlier time slot by the battle time managing untt in

the memory.

6. (Currently Amended) The game control method according to claim 5, wherein the

battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result, determined by a battle rendering

unit in the memory, in the earlier time slot, an item, stored in the parameters section of the

memory, usable in the battle by a member of the group as determinedby a target changing

setting unit.[[.]]

7. (Currently Amended) A system for controlling a balile game between groups,
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Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

members of a group being characters each controlled by a player via a client device, the

system comprising:

one or moreservers;

a memory; and

a processor programmed to:

seansfordiidine dividea battle time for the battle game into a plurality of time slots

with a time battle managing unit stored in the memory;

sneans-forsetting seta battle condition of at least one of the time slots to differ from a

battle condition of another time slot with a battle condition changing unit stored in the

memory, wherein the battle condition is set independent from the player’s performance; and

teansfercenductine conduct the battle game on the one or moreservers by a battle

rendering unit stored in the memorybased on the battle condition set-b}—the-means-fersetine

8. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 7 wherein the-meansforsettinge

the-battleconditten-chanees processor is further programmed to changethe battle condition
 

for each time slot when setting the battle condition.

9, (Original) The system according to claim 7, wherein the battle condition comprises

changing an ability value of a memberof the group in a parameters area of the memory with

the battle condition changing unit in the memory.

10. (Original) The system according to claim 7, wherein the battle condition comprises

increasing, by a ratio, an ability value of a member having a low value, among the members
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

of the group, for an ability value exercised during the battle by a target changing unitin the

memory.

11. (Original) The system according to claim 7, further comprising a battle time

managing unil stored in (he memorywhichsets the battle condition by changingthebatile

condition in a timeslot after the earlier time slot based on a battle result in an earlier time slot

among the timeslots.

12. (Original) The system according to claim 11, wherein the battle condition includes

setting, based on the battle result in the earlier time slot, an item stored in the memory and

usable in the battle on the one or more servers by a memberof the group.

13. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium storing

instructions to be executed by a server device that controls a battle game between groups,

members of a group being characters each controlled by a player via a client device, the

instructions causing the server device to execute the stepsof:

dividing a battle time for the battle game into a plurality of time slots with a battle

time managing unit in a memory, the battle time managing unit further comprising a timer;

setting a battle condition of at least one of the timeslots in the plurality of timeslots

with a battle condition changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of

anothertimeslot in the plurality of time slots, wherein the battle condition is set independent

from the player’s performance; and

conducting the battle game on a server, with a battle processing unit in the memory,

based on the battle condition set.
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14. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 13, wherein setting the battle condition includes changing the battle condition based on

determinations made by a target changing unit in the memoryfor each time slot with the

batile condition changing unit.

15. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium accordingto

claim 13, wherein the battle condition comprises changing an ability value, stored in a

parameters area of the memory, of a memberof the group,as set by a target changing unit in

the memory, with the battle condition changing unit.

16. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium accordingto

claim 13, wherein the battle condition comprises increasing, by a ratio with the battle

condition changing unit in the memory, an ability value of a member, stored in a parameters

area of the memory, having a lowvalue, among the membersofthe group, for an ability

value exercised during the battle as determined by a target changing unit in the memory.

17. (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium according to

claim 13, wherein whensetting the battle condition, based onabattle result, determined by a

battle rendering unit in the memory, in an earlier time slot among the plurality of time slots,

the battle condition is set by changing the battle conditionin a timeslot after the earlier time

slot bythe battle condition changing unit.

18, (Original) The non-transitory computer-readable recording medium accordingto
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claim 17, wherein the battle condition comprises setting, based on the battle result,

determined bybattle rendering unit in the memory,in the earlier time slot, an item, stored im

the parameters section of the memory, usable in the battle by a memberof the group as

determined bya target changing unit.
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Application No.: 14/631,221
Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

REMARKS

Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion,is

respectfully requested. Claims 1-18 were originally presented. Claims 1, 6-8, and 13 have

been amended by wayof the present Response. Accordingly, claims 1-18 remain pending in

the present Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 1-

18 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submits that no newmatter has

been introduced by the foregoing amendments.

Examiner Interview

First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview granted

to Applicant's representative on June 27, 2017, at which time the outstanding issues in this case

were discussed. Arguments similar to (he ones herein were presented, and the examiner agreed

to reconsider the outstanding grounds for rejection upon submission of a formal response.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112

Claim 7 was noted to be interpreted as invoking § 112(f) or § 112, sixth paragraph. In

response, claim 7 has been amended to remove the language that was interpreted as invoking

§ 112(D or § 112, sixth paragraph.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as

unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2007/0066403, issued to

Conkwright, et al. (“Conkwright”) or U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0344940,

applied for by Kurabayashi,et al. (“Kurabayashi”).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 1-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable

over Conkwright and Kurabayashi, this rejection is respectfully traversed.

Claims 1, 7, and 13 are the independent claims presently under consideration.
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Attorney Docket No.: 05850002US

Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

Conkwright and Kurabayashi, whether considered alone or tn combination, do not teach or

suggest each and every limitation of the independent claims.

For reference, claim 1 as amendedrecites:

A gamecontrol method comprising: dividing a battle time into a
plurality of time slots in a battle game between groups with a battle time
managing unit stored in a memory, the batile ime managing unit further
comprising a timer, and members of a group being characters stored in
the memory, each character controlled by a player via a client device
sending requests to a server; setting a battle condition of at least one of
the timeslotsin the plurality of time slots with a battle condition changing
unit in the memoryto differ from a battle condition of a second time slot
in the plurality of time slots based on data from a battle condition
extraction unit in the memoryand a target changing unit tin the memory,
wherein the battle condition is set_independent from the player’s
performance; and conducting the battle game on the server by a battle
rendering unit in the memory based on the battle condition wherebyat
least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is different from
the second timeslot in the plurality of timeslots.

Conkwright does not teach or suggest each and every limitation of claim 1, as amended.

Rather, in Conkwright, a difficulty of the game1s adjusted dynamically based on the player’s

capability at a performance evaluation checkpoint which is taken, for example, at every 5

seconds. (See Conkwright at paragraphs [0077]. [0081], [0084]-[0085], and [0095].)

In contrast, the present invention requires that “the battle condition is set independent

from the player’s performance.”

Kurabayashi does not cure the deficiencies of Conkwright. To the contrary,

Kurabayashi merely teaches a detecting game play-style convergence, and is cited in the

outstanding Action for an alleged teaching of a gaming system in which players can be

members of a group, and a gaming server configured to be coupled to a provided

simultaneously to a plurality of computing devices, with each player connected to the server.

(See outstanding Office Action at page 9). Notably, like Conkwright, Kurabayashi does not

teach or suggest that “the battle condition is set independent from the player’s performance”as
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recited by claim 1 of the present invention. Independent claims 7 and 13 recite the same or

similar limitations as claim1.

Therefore, even if the combination of Conkwright and Kurabayashi is assumed to be

proper, the combination fails to teach every element of the claimed invention.

As aresult, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 7, and 13 are

patentable over Conkwright and Kurabayashi.! As claims 2-6 depend from independent claim

1, claims 8-12 depend from independent claim 7, and claims 14-18 depend from independent

claim 13, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 2-6, 8-12, and 14-18 are likewise

patentable over Conkwright and Kurabayashi.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests

that the §103 rejections of claims 1-18 be withdrawn.

| See MPEP 2142 stating, as one of the three “basic criteria [that] must be met" in order to establish a
primafacie case of obviousness,that "the prior art reference (or references when combined) mustteach or suggest
all the claimlimitations," (emphasis added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered
in judging the patentability of that claim against the prior art."

10
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Response to Office Action of April 7, 2017

CONCLUSION

Consequently, in viewof the present amendmentand in light of the above discussion,

the outstanding groundsof rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application,as

amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that

effect is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLLC Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986
(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TJM/COH/TMH/ksh

July 6, 2017

ll
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APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

(Column 1} (Column 2) (Column 3)

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

07/06/2017|arren PREVIOUSLYAMENDMENT PAID FOR

= =20Ind dent ;
Sra

[_] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
AMENDMENT

oO FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3

CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER

AFTER PREVIOUSLY
AMENDMENT PAID FOR

1.460
Independent * ; nee
creep PeiusPe
[] Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))

)

PRESENT EXTRA

AMENDMENT
CO FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)}

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2,write “0” in column 3. LIE
*™ If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter “20”. CURTIS NELLOMS JR
™* If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For’ IN THIS SPACEisless than 3, enter “3”.
The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The infermation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (03-15)
To . . - Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

fomSCS
|
 Application Number   

 
 

 
  
 

Filing Date 2015-02-25
CE,OOater [Fist Named Inventor

STATEMENTBY APPLICANT Ant Unit —
 
 ( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
 

  Craig D. Bohren (9188)

05850002US

Examiner Name  
 

 Attorney Docket Number
 

U.S.PATENTS

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

   
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS
 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite No Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code'| Date of cited Document

  
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS [Remove]

Pages,Columns, Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Cited in the JPOA dated

P001-129254 2001-05-15 ONAMICO., LTD. April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated

2014-12-08 April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Nameof Patentee or

Applicantof cited
Document

 
 
 

 
 
 

Publication
Date

Foreign Document Country
Number3 Code?i

Examiner] Cite
Initial*

Ts

 
    
  
 

P014-226408
 
 If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button

NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS
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14631221

2015-02-25

Application Number    
 

 
 

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 Examiner Name Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | o5850002us
 

 

 

Include nameof the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner} Cite
Initials*|No

lapanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10
bgs., including English translation).

  
 

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature Date Considered [i
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetherornotcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents,the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark hereif
English languagetranslation is attached.
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14631221

2015-02-25

Application Number  
 

 
 

 
 

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 Examiner Name Craig D. Bohren (9188)

Attorney Docket Number | o5850002us
 

  
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
X_ from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-05-18   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et ,986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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ispacenet

Bibliographic data: JP20011 20254 {A} — 2001-08-14

GAME SYSTEM, METHOD FOR PROCEEDING WITH GAME, AND COMPUTER
READABLE STORAGE MEDIUM STORING GAME PROGRAN

Inventor(s);©TAKAHASHI MASAYUKI + (TAKAHASHI MASAYUKI)

Applicant(s):_ KONAMI CO LTD + (KONAMI CO LTD)

Classification: - international: A63F13/10; A63F13/12; (IPC1-7). A63F13/10
- cooperative: A63F13/10; A63F13/12; AG3F13/45; AG3F13/58:

AB3F2300/636; AB3F2300/65; A63F2300/807

Application JP19990317191 19991108 Global Dessier
number:

Priority JP19990317191 19991108
number(s):

Also EP1097738 (A2} EP1097738 (A3)
published as:

Aostract of JP20011 29254 (4)

PROBLEM FTO BE SOUVEL: To provide a
game system usable for a second game
different from a first game in which a
character brought up by a player has
achieved a final goal, with the ability of |
the character utilized in ihe second game. :
SOLUTION: A game cantrol device
consults signals from an input device and |
generates information about fhe character!
to be controded by the player. When a first
mode is selected, a first game is slayed ini
which ihe character to be controlled is i

rade fo act on a virtual game field Po
according to signals from the input device | a
and information about the character fo be |

controlled is varied depending on the :
resulis of the character's action. When a

oredetermined candition is metin the first bi
game, the first game is ended, and either [
Of plural attributes is allocated to ihe i
character io be controled, based on {
information about ihe character io be

controlled at the end of the firsi game.
hen a second mode is selected, a
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second game is played using the character io which the atinbute is allocated, with the
ability of the character varying depending on the attribute.

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 602



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 603

 (9) FAIA? CP) (0) 2ee ER SE ee RE AD CLUSIONAS
Reua2001 — 129254
(P2001 — 1282644)

(43)-3BE A FARIS5 AGA 001.5. 15) 

(BIMntcL" aRein FI Pete! REY

AGBaF IS/18 ABS 139/10 acoal

Ser HB BRROR OL iBD

CD BES ARETE —SIT ISI (TEENA, 000100837

adseet

(22AA SEMALMELLA 8 5 (1909-71, 8) FORRES PST& 31S

«GSS GIR RE.
RESETAERIS At

ShotSayea-PLyPrt vse

bileADeR

CQ gEA, Loons3age
Et A BA GLa)

Pap (Be) SCO0L AAI? BCIO

 
 

 

 

 

Gd) SEAOPM) ShASA FT-REARBLOY-AOSSARANSY PoPRE

BARI9PERAf.

 
PEARS . FL et

Std BLOFASR]

PROaPLESZS 
Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 603



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 604

Sy ORL AZ9254 P2001 1202544}

  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 vepaeeacnge CACISy
ZNBETS

Le -eHC=

HET AY  
 
ape

peced

=peB Teaive Be) 
 

 
 
 

?
OFole

aeSetaNic SPLISASEbe HR Stufooplbode  
 4 |

oe easyPhe

PAD ac¢ IW
   

 
 

 

252 FUREYBHBE
BPRALEbe,

Sn 2 | A
~OHRIELOSEL fe A

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
ee xay

PTR

zeRRL T'S
 

 

 

 HAILAY Re7oh2
“a =a:aPHOTEEA 

   
 
 

ae
 EeBRERICA> HYHA :   Bath. Wats

EES HEREON  
 
 eoe ‘ecR77).

57 2 Ret aR   

 Ss Ne iy 

 
oe

  
 

eho apeoneres
PANS FIstabwibsich Ute
PC STD? SEMASPATHOT. HT

si

 ‘whe bhfrACeAY Ne

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 604



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 605

 
eit

SUC . Hae ere
SAGE siamet2
# OVEIVCH,CHBe!
REL aeBae stttuiel PROR
i#3810]pon
Re BY

 

 
  
  be PY TE

  

 

 

 
 

OF My

las i

 tiSE

ot|aDORTton
 

 

  
 

 
8hicI 

HS LyeBALI

ESSSick.
  

 
 

Fie wap ~ 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

  
129254 (P2001 1292544}

 

 
 

| ty

eS
S.y w

ed

21 Oe PR

ncbité  
Cee

NRL
 
  

Fe Fm

 
AiRS

ake awIEALFee

Nip BSI 
Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 605



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 606

OL AZQ2S4TP2001 12923544)

PedPeSOMET  
 
 
  

 fi lopk. FRG
LIME RET Le hb

neyD:SAL, BOOPe“RFR
as oereWay IPbf fe, Ra.
AY

ae. fede? BEML |NDP BRHES BA RS
SASRESBARES   

  
  
  

 
 

oe.

    
 

; FABLE. - ; Le
einehie.Utelh. BP)  

 

 
  

  
 
 

 
 

 

4M

@Plo. HOPCTS‘ . Bl nc30 F
 

CHUTE te Ds
PP EARL

oe mee Bsaanerea rol
 

AU RFAMBIRTA LES

fucose]

 

EDek “aruR
ATTRA OS

   
re>
 

 

ye
Sit-¥

FARCEEOvel . ih
theo iiseee 

  

  
  
  
 
 

 

 

a) awedBESTEBASHLY

abe4°Sob:
aesane 2 fe,ih

 

 
   

 
ChE EAMETS ,
[QO To. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 SIL, ATS Ph

FCOa eae

LPAEFy PER Bae tem Pe z
aBET US ahs
 _wat

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 606



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 607

oN

 
LHevelGB

 
  

 
 

ee BIBIE

 

 ay

 
 

42

{Soc
| eae Ah

fa O41 4) ah
aeAla

f

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

ade

Pa? POH

POA Biasce

a
HH]

os

=iaSSH

©

ay tSHRStats

 
if

PTsPELEshat feo
ws 

COOL T29254 (P2001 1202544}

 
 PP73=rele,

 anise
alTECH 2& mart
[OORT] tec.
AA 2 UP ERS

ay ee

 

 

 

 ction 5
f25yed

aee
Tee ih. 3

ay RH PPph

 

 4 pk eytir

  VRBOBo Ok

SOs LTRS
Exe 97 POMROMETz
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ueoS aere

 
 
 
 

ae BERS Fi
A PnSYRFDAIT OF

a? Pee ETSoT.
ee CBEST

of atinTBS EOce bef ed, BEd nem,hey
wr APS.
aeae

Lae

[N02 2

  
 
    

CcanSPE

f

 
 

 
  
 

 

 

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 607



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 608

oN

 Sp

AT COBALT|

CRAK HETS.,

(GO2S ] tie Te,_&RESPr

 

 
«ehLARC &. [DA

MEL AO. K

Ped Aedh,

Bea? a%

 
 
  
At Hea hoe Lp

TART AO Ee

 

 
  

anwD ° >ice4 ae
HeeatePy tec LedererVSG A — SSA

Bueoy,
se oy aBLOs#HL

Os

 

   

 
 
 
 

 

€ ox * Be2 OER Uh
ee FE PRIETO IS

 

ROFL. ESOP

PovdneeAPSE EsPy eE
 

 

aeteHHcjaa
 
 

 
aR mtec,

49

C.FFLAOOKfeeigek5 3 1I thot
me

Cor

wh
P2OU) 1202544}

ah129254 4

 

 RAS,“Ae
C5. BGO
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 waeie 
 md

 

 
 

zo 

reek
abeSt .
ive-aan

 
 
 
aa :  

  PANEshhfo
RDMAe 37 PRE

HES JEEtne!

2 OYE  

 
 

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 608



Supercell Oy 
Exhibit 1002 

Page 609

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ay denteJCMS

CPA, Ao

+ OFIRESWE

BP ReBesePRD}
 

rr* uy FA. 4 24

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

P54TAREE i EPS

 

 
  

 
 

A. DY Do

216pus bhay bha- 110760

RAM: Donde ve

eel ek

AUERRe
RPLTA PLE aAPRL

iad 4%.BME
  
 
 

  
 

 
 

dksMa os. 

0
RAMCeute

 
 
 

 

 

»3 34 ioe, aea by ree Bb ieCu Mitre,> o : f [GO44] Se. CPUQKIA, 4yo- 72-49

fet, tpipBatr % voices oom: Spl Pe ha1 Ds &, Dorepo-
apse BH . FEY, cats Se teS
PPCM ; , Wi

C <

35e 
 

 
 
 
 

LDPLRATS

p¥y BOR CAL AE

POO40T MLK

ORR Anas

“4 BOWOey
 
2p:

PUtis, HOS RL
. UMBRO BM BU oo 28i"a. ARWELCIMA bu 7 Bb

PE—NAP

ME Ra.

PROM A—hY PBI,

oF y PRAMAS

IL PLALD

Sed
 

 POM ZeeQ
BE-—#B

 Ny

 ae
i

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Pure SEAL CaS,

footie PUB. He
ahRS LS, FORE

HEAM S34

THE? 42y9

shies L  
en)22A

ee 8 ieMa
Th.
Ahly 
 

Supercell Oy
Exhibit 1002

Page 609


