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16/445,642 03/10/2020 10583362 09850001COA 9486
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ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

card 602 showcases skill information (which may include, for example. attack points such as points

for the skill or the invoked attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points

(stamina, life force, or the like). though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each

card as explained above. Likewise, it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated in

each of the cards. --

C!’mange(s) aPPgied 12-13, Paragrapl’] 49
to document, Page9rparagraph-t00344, please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following
/MID./

1,/28/2020 Paragraph:

-- [0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66 executes
rendition processing for the game related to the battle. This function is not specific to the
exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any desired method. For example,

a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen example illustrated in FIG. 4(a). --

TITLE OF THE INVENTION

Please amend the title of the invention as shown below:

READABEERECORDING-MEDIIM CHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS

DURING DIFFERENT TERMS
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oo UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486
62008 7590 02/10/2020 | XANINGR |
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3715
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
02/10/2020 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
] . 16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
DAMON J PIERCE 3715 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4} This communication is responsive to 10/31/19, 11/27/19, and 1/15/2020.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are See Continuation Sheet . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the
Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more

information, please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to
PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.[¥) Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) WAl b) D Some  *c) (J None of the:

1. ¥l Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

57 CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.{J Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2.} Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date 1/15/20.

3.(0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. other .
of Biological Material

4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.
/DAMON J PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13)

Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20200205
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 16/445,642

Continuation of 3. The allowed claim(s) is/are: 1-9,11-16,18-25 and 27-30
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Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16445642

Filing Date P019-06-19

First Named Inventor ‘I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 3715

Examiner Name

‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number

| 09850001COA

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Kind
Codet

Publication
Number

Examiner|

Initial* | it No

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Cite
No

Country
Code2j

Examiner|
Initial*

Foreign Document
Number3

Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

Kind
Code#

Publication
Date

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant
Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Ts

/4

TR/ 1 011-098013

2011-0519 |[COPCOM CO LTD

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English Abstract
provided.

2 382896 P

D.J.Pp/

B1 2014-01-08 |[GREE INC

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English Abstract
provided.

/D

3 013-034828 P

J. P/

2013-02-21 BANDAI CO

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English translation and
Abstract provided.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16445642

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT - EC
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Initials* | No (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.
/p.3.8/]1 apanese Office Aclion issued on January 7, 2020, in connection with counterpart JP Application No. 2018-236124 (5 X
T gs., including machine-generated English translation).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered ‘I 02/05/2020

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTQO Patent Documents at www.USPTQ.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 3 Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16445642

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT - EC
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2020-01-15

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMS I IND CLAIMSl
16/445,642 06/19/2019 3715 3180 09850001COA 30 4
CONFIRMATION NO. 9486
62008 CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT

545 South patrch So 0 A

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
Date Mailed: 01/29/2020

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)

Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Applicant(s)

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Assignment For Published Patent Application

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 62008

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 14/631,221 02/25/2015 PAT 10518177

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

page 1 of 3
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/21/2019

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/445,642

Projected Publication Date: Not Applicable
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

CHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS DURING DIFFERENT TERMS
Preliminary Class

463
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

page 2 of 3
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

62008 7590 12/12/2019 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
. ’ States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
345 South Patrick Street addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)|
(Signature)
(Date)
I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |

PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH 3715 463-031000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363).

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys . .
or agents OR, alternatively, 1_ Maier & Maier, PLLC

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

w

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
GREE, Inc. Tokyo, JAPAN

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. Fees submitted: Xissue Fee [_IpPublication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

X1 Electronic Payment via EFS-Web () Enclosed check (L) Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)
The Director is hereby authorized to charge thxxxuitaakfextex any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-5976

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature /Timothy J. Maier/ Date Januarv 24, 2020
Typed or printed name Timothy J. Maier Registration No. 51,986
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16445642

Filing Date:

19-Jun-2019

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Attorney Docket Number:

09850001COA

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1000 1000
Supercell
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'I;)(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1000
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 38397492
Application Number: 16445642
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9486

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filer Authorized By:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Attorney Docket Number: 09850001COA
Receipt Date: 24-JAN-2020
Filing Date: 19-JUN-2019
Time Stamp: 18:14:53

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1000

RAM confirmation Number

E20201NI15139421

Deposit Account

505976

Authorized User

Kelli Harris

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)
37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
115637
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf no 1
1dafa9ecbe1b50d1867713913a1a3f598ed
dfde9
Warnings:
Information:
30543
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
3477d20e318907b302a7d65c212bdc4a6fS
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 146180

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 17



Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

16445642

Filing Date

P019-06-19

First Named Inventor |I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit

|3715

Examiner Name

| Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number

| 09850001COA

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite
No

Foreign Document
Number3

Country
Code2j

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant
Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

TS

P011-098013

P

2011-05-19

COPCOM COLTD

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English Abstract
provided.

382896

UP

B1

2014-01-08

GREE INC

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English Abstract
provided.

P013-034828

P

2013-02-21

BANDAI CO

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated
English translation and
Abstract provided.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16445642

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ——— o715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner| Cite
Initials* | No

lJapanese Office Action issued on January 7, 2020, in connection with counterpart JP Application No. 2018-236124 (5 X
bgs., including machine-generated English translation).

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered “

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16445642

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ——— o715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
X from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2020-01-15

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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2020 Espacenst - search resulls

M\\\\\\m@ Espacenst

JRZ2011088013A COMPUTER PROGRAM, RECORDING MEDIUM, AND GAME DEVICE

Applicants: COPCOM CO LTD

Inentors: OTAKU RIGN, TAKEZAWA TOMORIRO

Po AGITRIE; ASIINI3; A8IFIJI8; AGIF1I/68; SEIFINTOS; ASIFIXTEE, AGIFI3/847;

%

Application number JP30082535504

Priotdty numbers: JP20002835504 20081104

Puldication date: 2011-05-18

Fifing date; 2008-11-04

Priority dater 2008-11-04

Published as: JF20TI088013A,JP554375382

Abstract: COMPUTER PROGRAM, RECORDING MEDIUM, AND GAME DEVICE

<P>PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prndde a game program capable of allowing a fghiing games among teams compossad of
an appropriats number of players despile of imbalance of the number of the players who belong to a group or teke part in the
fighting from each group, s0 a8 o let the participating plavers actually feal the fun, <P=SQLUTION: The gams program 10
makes a compuler function as a group registration means, a leam organization means, and a team match-up contred means. As
for the plavers who take pant in the fighling emong the players regisiered in the sach group, the team organization means allows
all the plavers registered In the same gmup to belong 1o the sams team and the players registered In different groups o belong
to the same team, <P>CORYRIGHT. {12011, JPO&INPIT

hitpsfworidwide.aspacansl.com’patent/ssarchfumily44 180682 publioalion/ P20 HOBBM 3T = jp2i 08801 S 11
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Abstract: SERVER DEVICE, CONTROL METHOD THEREQF, PROGRAM, AND GAME SYSTEM

SUBRJECT OF THE INVENTION The sener apparatus sic. which provide the game which the interest properly and intsresting
property of a battisicompetition event can be Improwed, and can puff up the interest and the real thrill of the whole game are
implsmantjachieved. PROBLEM T( BE SOLVED The sener apparatus by this imention accesses the relevant information on
the game containing one or more battislcompetition events, performs a various calculation, and s provided with the contrel part
which displays a game image on & terminal deves. For exampls, in each tum of 8 hatllejcompstition svent, the glignment
display of the some character card sic. Is once given at the pallet Fp, and a player selects fom tham the character card used
for o battlelcompstition with enemy characters, The pallat Fp is replenishad with another character card at any time. When the
sumn total of the point {for example, AP) set {0 the chamacter cand which a plaver selects al this thme becomes balow in that
upper Hmit set saparataly, selaction of those characier cards s permitied,
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurats,
complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or
financial decisions, should not be based on machine-transiation cuiput,

CLAIMS JP2013034828

1.

A game eystem that uses a deck, which is & card group composed of one or more cards registered
in advance in a game system, and in which a game progresses when users exchange cards in the
deck. User registration means for receiving a registration request of the user, assigning a unigue
user 1 to the user who made the registration request, and registering the user in the user
management database, and for sach of the users regisiered in the user management database, {
fogin management unit that manages the date and time of receiving a login reguest to the game
system in association with a user ID), and adding the registered user ID to s battle list that is s list
of users who can participate in the game. List disnlay means for displaving, wherein the list
display means comprises: Gaming system, wherein the log management unit is managed by, the
date and time when receiving a login reguest {o the user ID of the user is within the
predetermined time perind from the current date, and displavs in addition to the higher of the
batile Hst.

2.

The list display means divides the battle list into a plurality of pages, displays the battle list on a
page-hy-page basis, and executes an update process of the battle list to determine a user who can
participate in the game. The game svstem according to claim 1, wherein the user 1D included in
the first page in the immediately preceding undate process among the user [Ds is not incladed in
the first page after the update process,

3.
For each of the regisiered users, a class 1D, which s & class that fluctuates according to a result of
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a battle between the users and indicates one of predetermined classes, Is asgociated with the user
i of the user, in addition, the first page of the battle Hsi displayed for each of the registered
users has a class [D higher than the class D associated with the user. 3. The game svstem
according to claim Z, wherein at least one user ID associsied with the assigned user ID and at

feast one user I associsted with the lower clase 1D are included.

4.

A plurality of cards each having a different card ID, a possessed card associaied with the user ID
of the registered user by rogistering a real card purchased in the real world with the game
svetem, The game svstem according to any one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising a rental card
that is temporarily associated with the user ID of the user when the user purchases the game in

the game.

5.

Along with a pluralily of different display effects on the display device of the user ferminal
further comprising & selling means for selling the rental card, and an input means for receiving a
point input made on the user terminal, the plurality of display effects at least And changing the
gxposure state of the card image according to the number of times of the point input on the
image of the card ejection device, and notifving that the rental card has been purchased when the
caprd image 18 completely exposed. By the first effect and the point input on the image in which
the card is wrapped, & transition is made to the image in which the wrapping is broken, and the
card image is exposed from the wrapping and the purchase of the rental card is performed. The
second offect to be notified and the point {nsertion on the image of one confeciionery bag among
the images of the plurality of confectionery bags in which the cards are enclosed. A third effect of
notifying that the card imeage is exposed from the one confectionary bag together with the
mastication sound of the confectionery after the image of the one confectionary bag has moved,
and that the renial card has been purchased, The game system according to claim 5, wherein the

game system includes any one of the above.

8.

A method for controlling a game system in which a game {s advanced by using a deck, which is a
card group composed of one or more cards registered in advance in a game system, and users
play cards in the deck. A user registration step of recelving a user registration reguest from a
user terminal, assigning & unique user ID to the user who has made the regisiration request, and
registering the user D in 2 user management database: and a login managoment means of the
game svstem. A login management step of managing a date and time when a login request to the
game svsiem is received from a user terminal in assceiation with & user ID for each of the users

registered in the user management database, and a lst display unit of the game sysiem s the
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user | of the regictered user And a list display step of adding and displaying the list to a batile Hst
thai i a list of users who can participate in the game, whereln the list display means {¢ managed
by the login management step in the list display step. A method of controlling the game system,
wherein a user ID} of a2 user whose login date and time is received within a predetermined periced

of time from the current date and time is added to a higher rank of the battle list and displayed,

~

[
A program for causing a computer to function as each means of the game syslem according to
claim 1.

8.

A game system in which & game progresses by using a deck, which is a card group composed of
one or more cards registered in advance in the game system, and users exchange cards in the
deck, wherein the game system includes: In the user interface displaved on the display means, a
user 1D display unit indicating a unigue user [ in the user management database assigned to the
user who has made the regisiration request, and a user who has logged in among the users
registered in the game svstem. A game display system comprising: a user display unit that
displays a list of users who can participate in the game, in which users whose date and time are

within a predetermined period from the current date and time are ranked higher.
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurats,
complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-transiation cuiput,

DESCRIPTION JP2013034848

A deck is created for sach of & plurality of game modes, or & network battle is started smoothly. A
game svstem recelves a registration request, associates & user who has made the registration
request with a unigue user ID, and registers the user ID in a user management database. In
addition, the game system adds, for each of the registered users, card s of one or more cards
among a plurality of cards associated with the user ID of the user to the deck table, and
generates & plurality of game formats. A deck having a different deck ID is created in associsation
with one of the game [Ds. When the game system receives a game format selection regquest from
the user terminal, the game system displays a deck table associated with the game type game DL
Selsction diagram] Fig. 1

Game system, controb method thereof, and program

[0001]

The present invention relates to a game system, a conirol method thereof, and & program, and
more particularly, to & game system for realizing & battle between users using cards in a2 game, 2
control method thereof, and a program.

fooo2]

There is a game system that allows & user to register a card {real card) on which characters or
the like are actuslly purchased or obtained in the real world and draw the characier, and use the
card in a game expressing s virtual world, .
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in many of such game systems, network battles are performed between ugers, and a3 in Patent
Document 1, the user creates a card group called a deck composed of a plurality of cards

according to game rules, You can take part in battles.

[0003]

The game syvstem using the real card not only allows the user to enjoy the battle in the game as
usual, but also enjove collecting the real cards, For example, an attractive character is decorated
and drawn on a resl card, and there is a way of enjoving viewing the card. In addition, so-called
rare cards or the ke, which have a small number of issued cards, are difficull to obtain, and have
an added value capable of developing the game advantageously, are provided. It is expected that
vou will experience the game continuously. That is, such a game system can be used by long-
term fixed users by synergistically raizing both the user's ambition to increase the game record
inthe game and the user's desire to obiain rare cards, [t is expected to he done.

fap04]
P 2007-330R07 A

[0005]
In such a game system, a plurslity of game modes (forms) such as an official league mode
performed tn accordance with official rules and 2 free battle mode performed in accordance with

rules determined by users are provided so as not to bore the user. Is done.

f0008]

In a conveniional game svstem, 8 user creates a plurality of decks in advance, and selects a deck

to be used for & maich from the plurality of decks created in advance, and performs a mateh,

When multiple game modes are prepared, the strategy {s different depending on the game mode,
such as differences in rules, so users prefer to create decks for each game mode, When selecting
a deck to be playved, an incorrect deck other than the deck created for the game mode mav be
selected.
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(6007

On the other hand, in & game system in which a deck is created from & limited type of cards and
a maich is plaved, ifthe game system is operated for a cerialn period from the start of the

service, combinations of decks used by a user may be limited. .

This is because information sharing such as game capture between wsers and docks imitating
users with a high winning rate increase. When the combination of the decks used by the user is
Hmited, the battle with the user using the same deck may be continued, which may distract the

useaer,

[ooog]

For this reason, some game systems sell new real cards in conjunction with software version
upgrades as a measure to keep the user bored. The user can create more various decks by
purchasing 2 new real card and registering it in the game system, That is, since the overall nser'’s
interest can be guided to & game capiure method using a deck including a new card, continuous

introduction of a new card results in an increase in long-fterm users,

[6000)

fn the online mateh card game, each user registers the created deck, so that when another user
requests a mateh, the game system can register the registered deck with another user. Some
automatically use the match vou used. In such a game syvstem, for example, the user can select a
user to compete with from a Hst of users registered in the game system, and can compete with
each other. However, such a list includes users who have been registered in the game system and
have not used it for a long time, For this reason, when a user degires a match between decks

using a new card, it may take time to find a user using the corresponding deck.

(0010]

An object of the present invention is to solve at least one of the above problems.
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(0011

in order to achieve one of the above oblects, a4 game sysiem of the present invention has the

following configuration.

[eo1zl

A game system that uses a deck, which is a card group composed of one or more cards registersd
in advance in a game system, and in which a game progresses when users exchange cards in the
deck. User regisiration means for receiving a regisiration request of the user, assigning a unigue
uger I to the user who made the registration request, and registering the user in the user
management database, and for each of the users registered in the user management database, A
login management means for managing the date and time of receiving a login regquest {o a user
D in asscclation with a user I3, and a st in which the regisiered user IDs are added to a batile
Vist, which is a list of users who can participate in the game, and displayved. Display means, and
the Hist display means includes a login management It is managed by the date and time that
received the login request the user ID of the user {s within the predetermined time period from
the current date, and displaying in addition to higher battle list.

[0013]
According to the present invention with such & configuration, a2 network battle can be staried

smoothly.,

(00141

The figure which shows the exampie of the battle screen displaved on the display device of & user
terminal in the online battle card game which concerns on embodiment of this invention The
figure which showed the system configuration of the game system which concerns on
embodiment of this invention A diagram showing a functional configuration of the game server
201 A diagram showing an example of & screen displaved when a free battle is selected in the
online battle card game according to the embodiment of the present invention In the online
battle card game aceording to the embodiment of the present invention, an official league A
diagram showing Information defined for esch class and a flowchart of a deck knitting process
according to the embodiment of the present inveniion A dizgram showing a screen exampie for
creating, editing, and registering a deck according to the embodiment of the present invention
Flow chart of deck registration processing according to the embodiment Selection of a shop
menu sccording {o the embodiment of the present invention A diagram showing an example of a
seroen displaved on a diagram for explaining a rental card purchase effect according to the
sembodiment of the present invention Another diagram for explaining a rental card purchase
effect according to the embodiment of the present invention Embodiment of the present

invenilon Still another disgram for explaining & rental card purchase effect according to the

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 89



present invention. A flowchart of a free battle list update process according to the embodiment of
the prosent invention. A dlagram showing a data structure according 1o the smbodiment of the

present invention.

[0p15]
Game Overview? The game system according to one embodiment of the present invention
executes a simulation-type online battle card game that realizes a batile between users using a

deck composed of a phlurality of cards registered in advance by each user. [ do.

[00186]

FIG. 1 shows a screen configuration of a battle screen displaved on a display device owned by

each user when the users battle each other.

The match scraen 100 includes an opponent area 101 on which an opponent’s hand-held cards
are displaved, an own area 102 on which cwn-hand cards are displaved, and cards of each user,
which are arranged according to parameters seb for each card. And a battle area 103 where

characters drawn on the card baitle sach other.

(00171

in the opponent area 101 and the own area 102, an avatar 104 serving as & user’s alter sgo, a
card pile 105 in which cards constituting a deck to be used for a match are stacked in a
randomly set order, and a card arranged in a battle area 103, respectively. , A disposal area 167
in which cards that have become unusable are placed, and a gauge 108 including a physical

strength gauge of the avatar 104,

o018

The battle between the users is performed on a turn-by-turn basis, in which each user acquires

one card at a ime from the card pile 105 in his or her area.

After a card obiained from the card pile 105 is placed in the standby area 108, the card is moved

to the battle area 1073 after a predetermined nomber of turns have elapsed, and the character
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drawn on the card is ready for battle.

Note that the cards stacked on the card pile 135 are displayed in a reversed state, for example, so
that the card to be obtained next is not known,

Each card is set with a standby time (number of turns) according to the drawn character, and
after the standby time according to the card has elapsed afler being placed in the standby area
108, the card is placed in the battle area 103, Be moved

[0019]

When the card is moved to the battle area 103, s battle event between the drawn characiersis
execuied between the card and the card of the opponent user who is also placed in the batile
area 103,

As a result of the battle eveni between the characters, the card of the characier whose physical

strength has been lost becomes unusable, and is moved to the disposal area 197,

When the card of the opponent user {3 not placed in the battle area 1043, the attack target of the
character drawn on the card moved to the battle area 103 is the avatar 104 of the opponent

User,

[0020]
In this way, the battle progresses as the users put out the cards in the battle area 103, and all the
cards in the deck have been moved to the discard area 107, or the user whose avatar 104's

physical strength gauge has become § 18 considered {0 be in the batile. Become 1 loser,

[0021]

{Svystem Configuration> A system configuration of & game system that execuies a game program

of sn online card game between users ag described above will be deseribed
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FIG, 2 showse an exempliary configuration of the game system according to the present
embodiment.

fo022]

In the game system according to the present embodiment, 8 user terminal 202 aor bsuch as 2

PC used by ench user connects to the game server 201 via the network 203,

Each user activates, for example, an [nternet browser on the user terminal 202, accesses the URL
provided by the game server 201, and performs a log-in process on the game server 201,

thereby using the service of the online battie card game described above. be able to.

16023}

The game server 201 manages users registered in the online match card game and execnies a
game program related to the online match card game. The game server 201 outputs information
via the network 203 such that a predetermined display is performed on a browser sxecuted on
the user terminal 202 according to the game program. By executing the game program in the
game server 201, the deck organization of each user using the user terminal 202 and the battle
hetween the users are realized. Each of the user terminals 202 may be, for examuple, a PC having

a display device and a poiniing device.

[0024]
{Functional Configuration of Game Server 201) Here, the functional configuration of the gams
server 201 will be described in detail with reference {o FIG.

fo025]

The CPU 301 controls the operation of each block included in the game server 201,

Specifically, the CPU 301 controls the operation of each block by reading out the game program
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of the online maich card game of the present embodiment stored in, for example, the ROM 302,
developing the program in the RAM 303, and exscuting the program,

(0028l
The BOM 3042 is a non-volatile memory and stores, for example, the operation of sach block and
operation parameters used in the game program, in addition to the game program of the online

batile card game of the present embodiment.

(00271
The RAM 303 is a volatile memory, and is used not only as a development area for the game
program but also as a temporary storage area for infermediate data output in the operation of

each block, for examule.

[0028]

The network I/ F 308 is an interface for connecting the game server 201 to the network 203,

and realizes & communication connection conforming to a predetermined protocol.

The game server 201 is connected to the network 203 via the network [/ F 308, and receives a
login request from the user terminal 202 also connecied to the network 243,

The game server 201 transmits and receives infoermation to and from the user terminal 202 that

Has logged in to the game server 201 via the network I/ F 308,

[oo29]

For example, when transmitting information from the game server 201 to the user terminal 202
used by one user, first, when the user logs in to the game server 201, an address specifving the
user terminal 202 need {s The CPU 301 associstes the information with the user ID of the user
(dentification information unique to sach user) and stores the information in a user management
database 304 described later. The CPU 301 transmits information genersted for the user D in
the execution of the game program fo the user terminal 202 using a communication path defined

by address information associated with the user D
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fo030]

As described above, the user management database 304 manages all users who login to the
game server 201 by assigning 2 unique user 1D to each user. Information {user data) managed in
the user management database 304 ig not limited to the user ID. For examnple, as shown in FIG.
14A, s class [D 1492 indicating a class of each user, information 1405 of a card owned by each
user And user information such as created deck information 14908, The user information is

managed in association with each user ID.

fopat]

The registration of & new user in the user management database 304 is performed by the CPU
301 when a registration reguest via the network 203 from the user terminal 202 is received at
the network [/ F 306, The CPU 301 acquires information included in the registration reguest
received at the network 1/ F 308, assigns a unigue user ID to the user who made the registration
reguest, and, for examuple, user name 1403, conneciion terminal address information 1404, and
the lke. Is stored in association with the user 1D, Note that the user ID may be generated by the
CPU 301 according to a predetermined rule so as to include information on the order of
regisiration in the user management database 304, or may be Information on a character siring
specified by the user. When character siring information specified by the user i uged, i g
assumed that an 1D indicating the order of registration s further assigned as an internal [ of the

user management database 304 to the user [D.

fopaz]

The card database 305 manages informaiion on all types of cards used in the online batile card
game of the present embodiment. The cards are managed as card data to which different card [Dg
are assigned. For example, as shown in FIG. 14D, the card data includes informationon a
character name 1441 of a character drawn on the card and parameters 1442 such as the attack
power and defense power of the character in the game. . The parameter 1442 is associated with
the card I3 1440 of each card. The card information 14905 owned by each user deseribed above
is, for example, information of a logical type indicating whether or not the card is owned by all
types of card IDs, information indicating the number of cards owned, and the like. And stored in

the user management database 304,
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foo3g]

The graphic database 307 stores a data group for generating a graphical user interface (GUL to
be displaved on the display device of the user terminal 202 in the online battle card game of the
present embodiment. The CPU 381 reads a user input at the user terminal 202 and a data group
for generating a GUI according to the progress of the game from the graphic database 387, and
transemits the data to the user terminal 202 of each user from the network I/ F 306 via the

network 203,

fopa4dl

8

The group database 308 manages & group table created for each “group ™, which is 2 unit of
user allocation in an official league to be described later, in the online battle card game of the
present embodiment. The user ID of the user assigned {o the group is added to the group table.
Each group table is managed by sssigning & unique group 1D 1438, for example, as shown in FIG.
fn the online mateh card game according to the present embodiment, users who participate in
the official league are assigned so that a group is formed by users who have been assigned the
same class as described below. Therefore, sach group table includes the class 1D 1431 and

information (1432, 1433) of the user to which the same class ID as the class ID is assigned.

[0035]
In the game system of the present embodiment configured as described above, the game

provided to the user and the processing thereof will be described helow.

[o038]

{Game Tvped When the user logs in to the game server 201, a screen having a menu tab as

shown in FIG. 4 is displayved on the display device of the user terminal 202,

As shown in the menu tabs 401a to 4014, in the online baitle card game of the present
embodiment, the user is provided with “ free battle 7 {4015}, “ original league ™ (401b),
“ official league 7 (401c), "Intercept” (4014}
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o037

The provided games each have the foliowing features. Free Battle: The user arbitrarily selects a
fighting user from other users currently registered in the game svstem, and plavs against a deck
previcusly set for s free battle by the fighting user {free battle} In order to save the irouble of
deck construction, the deck set for the original league or the official league may be used instead.)
~Original League: A league mateh {n which one user acts a3 2 host and recruils multiple users
according to the regulations set by the host, » Official league: A league baitle held on the game
systen, in which all users who have organized official league decks, ranked according to the
user's performance, participate. All users are divided into one or more groups and play a match
sa that the period of the league mateh is not prolonged. Interception: The content and the result

of the battle when the other user is selected as a free battle competitor are displaved.

10038l

In the present embodiment, the “league match” will be described as performing a round robin
match between users participating in one group in the league match. For example, a tournament
maich or a predetermined period And a predetermined number of batiles that can be executed in

the game,

[0039]

<Deck Formation / Registration” As shown in FIG, 14A, in the online battle card game of the
nresent emhodiment, the user forms a "deck” composed of one or more cards for each type of

game. Can be.

The deck information 1408 is managed in the user management database 304 in association
with the user ID. As shown in PIG. 148, the deck table indicating the information of the deck
includes a deck 1D 1428 for identifving the deck managed by the user, a game ID 1421 for
indicating the tvpe of game, and one or more cards constituting the deck. [} 1422 is included. In
the present embodiment, one user can form a plurality of decks by using the cards owned by the
user by the following deck forming process. Furthermore, by selecting and registering a game
that uses the organized deck by a deck registration process described later, the user can
associate the deck associated with the game [D indicating the selected game with the user ID of

the user, and [t can be stored in the mansgement daiabase 304,
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[0040]

Meck formation process) Here, in the game system of the present embodiment, each of the users
{hereinafter, operation users) added to the user management database 304 in response to the
regisiration request from the user terminal 282, stores a deck for each game. The deck knitting
process execuled at the time of kntlting will be described with reference to the flowchart of FIG,
The processing corresponding to the flowchart can be realized by the CPU 301 reading out 2
corresponding processing program stored in, for example, the ROM 302, expanding the program
in the RAM 303, and executing the program. In the present deck knitting process, the “ deck ”
menu 402 is selected by the operating user on the display sereen shown in FIG. 4 {o transit to the
deck menu display screen. The deseription will be given on the assumption that the information
indicating that the “creats / edit ” menu is selected is started when the CPU 301 receives the

information via the network I/ F 3086,

foo41]

FIG. TA shows a display screen displaved on the display device of the user terminal 202 when the
“ deck creation / edit 7 menu of the pull-down menu 701 is selected. The display screen for
creating / editing the deck inclades & pull-down menu 701, a deck Hst 702, & new creation
bution 743, & deck formation area 704, a possessed card area 705, a total cost 788, and a

maximum cost 707,

[0042]

Apull-down menu 7901 includes a “create / edit deck ™ menu for creating a new deck or editing
an already created deck, or 2 “ register deck ” menu for registering the created deck in each
game, [t is & selection type menu lst,

fop4g]

The deck list 702 {e a list of decks created by the onerating user, and each deck {s arranged 50 as
{0 be selectable.
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The information of the deck displaved In the deck Hst Y02 is stored in the user management
database 304 as knitting deck information in association with the user ID of the operating user,
In the deck Hst 702, sach deck is displayved, for example, as an icon composed of graphic data
corresponding to one representative card among the information of the cards included in the
deck. Specifically, the CPU 301 obtains the card ID of the representative card included in the
deck, reads graphic data associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307, creaies an

icon, and displays the icon.

[0044]
The representative card may be, for examuple, a leader card selected as a reference {(base) for
determining the attribute of the deck, a card first registered in the deck, or a card arbitrarily

selecied by the operating user,

[0045]

The new creation bution 703 is a GUI for the operating user to issue a new deck creation

instruction.

When the operating user selects the new creation button 7035 using the pointing device of the
user terminal 202 to be used, a new deck creation request is transmitied from the user terminal
202 to the game server 241 via the network 283,

[0048]

The deck formation area 704 is an area in which a card added {o the deck ¢ displaved when a
new deck is created or an already created deck is edited. The operating user can create a deck by
selecting a card {0 he added to the deck from the owned card area 705 deseribed later and

dragging and dropping the icon of the card to the deck composition area 704,

10047]

The possessed card area 705 is an area where a list of cards owned by the operating user is

digplayved, Information on a card owned by the operating user is stored in the user management
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database 304 in assoclation with the user ID of the operating user. For example, when displaving
the deck creation / editing display screen, the CFU 301 reads the owned card information
associated with the user ID. As described above, the possessed card information includes, for
gach of the card IDs of all tvpes of cards, information on the logical tvpe of possession or not and
information indicating the number of possessed cards, The CPU 391 reads the graphic daia
associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307 and draws the graphic data in the
owned card area 705 in accordance with the card 1D of the card including the information

indicating possession and the information on the number of cards. .

[0048]

MNote that cards that are already registered in the deck may not be displaved in the owned card
area 708 without allowing cards to be duplicated between decks created by the operating user.
For example, when displaving a deck creation / editing display screen for one user, the CPU 301
refers o the knitting deck information stored in the user management daiabase 304 in
association with the user 1D of the user, and The information of the oreganized card I, which s
the card ID included in the deck table, is obtained. Then, among the card [Ds of the cards owned
by the CPU 301, for the card IDs other than the organized card IDs, the CPU 301 reads out the
graphic data associasted with the card IDs from the graphic database 307 and draws them on the
owned card area 705, Inthis way, by not displaving the cards already registered in the deck in
the owned card area 705, it {s possible to aveid duplication of cards in the deck crested by the

operating user.

[o049]

MNote that the cards already registered in the deck are displayved in the owned card area 705, but
when the card selected in the area is added to the deck, the card ID of the card is included in the
organized card ID. In such a case, the configuration may not be added. Cards already registered
in the deck are displaved in the owned card area 705, but may be displaved in a non-selectable

manner.

roos0]

The total cost 708 and the maximum cost 707 are information indicating conditions for a deck to

he created, In the online battle card game, the concept of “cost ™ is provided so that the battle
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between users can be performed fairly. Hach card is provided with a point set in advance as
“eogt ™. The operating user needs to organize one deck so that the total cost {total cost) of the
cards included in the deck is equal to or less than a presst maximum cost. The cost is set higher
as the value of the card, such as a rare card, has an added value that sllows the game to be
developed advaniagecusly. In addition, by setiing the maximum cost so that a large number of
rare cards cannot be included in one deck, it {s possible to prevent the development of the battle

situation in the battle between the users from becoming unilateral

(0051

As described above, all the cards in the online battle card game of the present embodiment are
stored in the card databagse 305 in association with different card IDs and information on the
parameters of the characters drawn on the cards. Bach of the cards has a cost set according to
the character being drawn, and the CPU 301 adds up the costs of the cards added to the deck
being creaied or edited, and displavs the total cost 706 Lo be displaved in the {otal cost 7086,
Obtain information indicating cost. The information of the maximum cost 707 i3 the maximum
value of the total cost of the cards constituting the deck. The value of the maximum cost may be,
for examuple, a value determined according to the card selected as the base of the deck, mav be
fixed sccording o the game, or may be a valne that dees not change in the online battle card

game, .

[0052]

The save button 708 is & GUI for the operating user to give an instruction to register a card
added to the deck formation area 704 as s deck. When the operating user selecis the save button
708 using the pointing device of the user terminal 202 {o be used, a deck registration request is

transmitted from the user terminal 202 to the game server 201 via the network 203.

[0053]
In the following description of the deck knitting processing, processing when a new deck is
created will be described. However, the following processing is also performed when editing a

deck that has already been created, except for the processing of S601 and 53802, Applicable.

[0054]

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 100



in step S601, the CPU 301 determines whether a new deck crestion reguest hag been made from
the user terminal 202 used by the operaiing user.

Specifically, the CPU 301 determines whether or not information indicating that the operating
user has selected the new creation button 703 has been received via the network I/ F 308 on
the display screen for deck creation / editing. If the CPU 301 determines that & new deck
creation request has been recelved, the process proceeds to S80Z; otherwise, the CPU 381
repeats the process of this step,

[0055]

In 5802, the CPU 301 assigns an unassigned deck ID to a newly created dock, and creates a deck
table associated with the deck ID in the RAM 303, The unassigned deck 1D may be any deck ID
thai has not been assigned to the operaling user.

[0058]

in 3803, the CPU 301 determines whether an instruction to add a card to the deck has been
issued, Specifically, the CPU 301 receives, via the network I/ P 308, information indicating that
the card displaved {n the owned card area 705 has boen selected by the operating user and
dragged and dropped into the deck organization area 704, It is determined whether or not an
instruction {0 add a card to the deck has been issued. [f the CPU 341 determines that an
instruction to add a card to the deck has been issued, the process proceads o 56804, and i the
CPU 301 determines that the instruction to add a card has not been issued, the process proceeds
to SE05.

[0057]

When the CPU 381 determines that an instruction to add & card to the deck has been issued, it is
assumed that information indicating the card ID of the selected card is obtained from the
network I/ F 3086,

[oos8]
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fn 8604, the CPU 301 adds the card ID information of the selected card to the deck table created
in S802.

Further, the CPU 301 acquires information on the cost of the added card 1D from the card
database 305 and adds the information to the total cost value stored in the RAM 303, for

example, to update the display of the corresponding total cost 7086,

[0059]

in 5605, the CPL 301 determines whether or not a request for registering a deck has been made
from the user terminal 202 used by the operating user. Specifically, the CPU 301 determines
whether or not information indicating that the operating user has selected the save bution 708
has been received via the network [/ F 308, When determining that the registration request of
the deck has been received, the CPU 301 shifts the processing to 8808, and when determined

that the registration reguest has not been received, returns the processing to 8843,

(00607

In S608, the CPU 301 determines whether or not the total cost {total cost) of the cards added to
the deck table created in 5802 {s equal to or less than the value of the maximum cost.
Specifically, the CPU 301 obtains the value of the total cost and the value of the maximum cost
stored in the RAM 303, for examuple, and compares them. When determining that the total cost is
equal {o or less than the maximum cost, the CPU 301 stores the information of the deck [D and
the deck table stored in the RAM 303 in the user management database 304 {n association with
the user ID of the operating user, and Complete the knitiing process, [f the CPU 301 determines
that the total cost is greater than the maximum cost, the CPU 301 transmits a notification
indicating that the toial cost exceeds the maximum cost 1o the user terminal 202, and shifts the
processing to 5803, Specifically, the OPU 301 reads, from the graphic database 307, graphic data
of a notification indicating that the total cost exceeds the maximum cost, for example. Then, the
CPU 301 transmiis the graphic data to the user terminal 202 via the network I/ F 3086 together

with an insiruciion to superimpose the graphic data on the current display screen,

(o061

In this way, each of the users can cresie a deck including one or more cards owned by the user.
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foo62]

Deck Registration Process) Next, the deck registration process of registering the deck creatad by
the deck formation process as a deck to he used for an arbitrary game of the online battle card

game of the present embodiment will be described with reference to the flowchart of FIG. I do.

The processing corresponding to the flowchart can be realized by the CPU 301 reading out a
corresponding processing program stored in, for example, the ROM 302, expanding the program
in the RAM 303, and executing the program. In this deck knitting processing, the “ deck ” menu
4032 is selected by the operating user on the display screen shown in FIG 4 to transit to the deck
menu display screen, and the © deck registration ” of the puli-down menu 701 is further
displaved on the transition screen, The description will be made assuming that the information is
started when the CPU 301 recelves the information indicating that the menu is selected via the
network [/ F 306,

(0083

FIG. 7B iz a display screen displaved on the display device of the user terminal 202 when the

“ deck registration ” menu of the pull-down menu 701 is selected. The display screen for
registering the deck includes a pulldown menu 701, 2 game selection list 710, a deck candidate
area 711, a registration button 712, a deck selection area 713, a selected deck 714, and a deck

configuration display area 715,

10084]

The game selection Hst 710 is a pull-down list for selecting a game for registering a deck. In the
present embodiment, the pull-down lst of the game selection list 710 includes the above-
mentinned “ free battle ”, “original league ™, © official league 7, and “ interception ” as

seleciable games,

[0065]
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The deck candidate area 711 {g an area for stocking the registered candidate deck, The operating
user selects a deck as a registration candidate from a deck selection area 713 described later,
and drags and drops an icon of the deck to the deck candidate area 711 to displav the deck as a

regisiration candidaie in the deck candidate area 711, Can be.

[oas8s]

The registration button 712 is a GUI for the operating user to give an instruction to register a
deck (group) of registration candidates stocked in the deck candidate area 711 as & deck to be
used in the game selected in the game selecifon lst 710, . When the operating user selecis the
registration buiton 712 using the pointing device of the user terminal 202 to be used, a
registration reguest for a registration candidate deck is transmitied from the user terminal 202
to the game server 201 via the network 203, Note that the registration bution 712 is used, for
example, when the decks to be registered are not stocked in the deck candidate area 711 or
when the decks stocked in the deck candidate area 711 do not satisfy the regulation of the game

to he registered. It may be displaved in an unselectable state.

[0087]

The deck selection area 713 i an area created by the above-described deck knttting processing
and in which a deck stored in the user management database 304 in association with the user [D
of the operating user is selectably displaved. In the present embodiment, the decks displayed in
the deck selection area 713 are decks that have not heen registered in any of the above-
mentioned “ Free Battle ¥, “ Original League ™, “ Official League 7, and “ Interception Battle ™
games. Iy displaved. Specificaily, the CPU 301 reads the information of the deck table stored in
the user management database 304, cut of the decks associated with the user ID of the operating
user, which is not associated with the information of the game [D using the deck. . In the present
embodiment, a description will be given assuming that only decks that have not been registered
in the game are displaved in the deck selection area Y13, but the present invention is not Hmited
to this. For example, in the deck selection area 713, a deck already registered in the game may be
displaved together with a notification indicating that it has already been registerad, or mav be
displaved in & state where it cannot be selecied. Then, similarly to the deck list 702, the CPU 301
obtains the card ID of one representative card from the card 38 included in the deck table of the
deck, and the graphic data associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307, The icon
is read out, an icon is created, and displaved in the deck selection area 713,
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L6068]

The selected deck 714 indicates a deck selecied by the operating user in the deck selection area
713, In the deck configuration display area 715, cards consiliuting the selected deck 714 are

displaved.

16069]

in RB01, the TPU 301 determines whether or niot an instruction to select 8 deck has been issued
from the user terminal 202 used by the operating user, Specifically, the CPU 301 receives, via
the network I/ F 3086, information indicating that the operating user has selected the deck
associated with the user ID of the operating user displaved in the deck selection ares 713, Thus,
it is determined whether or not an instruction to select 2 deck has been issned. If the CPU 341
determines that an fnstruction to select a deck has been issued, the process proceeds to SEDZ. I
the CPUJ 301 determines that an instruction to select a deck has not been issued, the process
proceeds to SB03. In step 8 <b» 8032, the CPU 301 scquires information on the deck 1D indicating
the deck selected by the operaling wser, and reads from the user management database 304 &
deck table ascociated with the operating user's user I and to which the deck ID is assigned. .
Then, the CPU 301 refors to each card D included in the read deck table, reads graphic data
associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307, and draws the graphic data in the
deck configuration display area 715,

[0070]

In S80I, the CPU 301 determines whether or not an instruction has been given to make the
selected selected deck 714 a registration candidate. Specifically, the CPU 381 transmits
information indicating that the selected deck 714 among the decks displaved in the deck
seleciion ares 713 has been dragged and dropped to the deck candidate area 711 by the
operating user to the network I/ F 308, It is determined whether or not an instruction to select
the selected deck 714 as a regisiration candidate has been made based on whether or not the
information has been received via the selected deck, IfCOPU 301 determines that an instruction
has been given Lo select deck 714 a3 a registration candidate, it moves the process to SRO4, and

if it determines that no instruction has been given, it moves the process to S845,
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(0071}

In step 3804, the CPU 301 stores the deck ID of the selected deck 714 in the RAM 303 as a deck
I of 8 regisirstion candidate. It Is assumed that a plurality of registration candidaie deck [Ds can
be sei, and information on the regisiration candidate deck 1Ds may be stored in the RAM 303 as

a list.

[0072)

fnn S80S, the CPU 301 determines whether or niot a registration request has been made to make
the regisiration candidate deck a deck to be used in the game selected in the game selsction lst
718, Specifically, the CPU 301 determines whether a registration request for a registration
candidate deck has been made based on whether information indicating that the regisiration
button 712 has heen selected by the operaling user has been received via the network [/ F 3086,
Pdo, [fthe CPU 3801 determines that a registration request for a regisiration candidate deck has
been made, the process proceeds to SE08. I the CPU 301 determines that a regisiration request

has not been made, the process returns to 3801,

[6073)

in N84, the UPU 301 reads out information on the deck ID of the registration candidate stored
in the RAM 303, Further, the CPU 301 acquires information of a game ID corresponding to the
game selected in the game selection Hst 718, Then, the CPU 301 stores the game ID in the user
management daiabase 304 in associgtion with the deck table corresponding to the regisiration
candidate deck ID, and completes the deck registration processing. Note that the information of
the game ID corresponding to the game selected in the game selection Hst 710 mav be updated
in accordance with the game selected in the game selection list 710 and stored in the RAM 343,
or in this step A game ID associated with the tem selected from the game selection lst 710 may
he acquired from the ROM 3462,

0074

By doing so, the operating user can register the deck created in the deck knitting process for

each game to be used. The deck registered for each game is selected by the operaling user from a
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Het when starting each game, or Is automatically selected.

[6075]

in the present embodiment, the operation ucer has been described as performing “ creation /
editing of & deck ™ and “registering a deck ” on the display screen displaved when the

“deck ” wmenu 402 is selected. And the registration method is not Hmited to this. For example,
i 2 diaplay screen for sach game displaved when any one of the menu {abs 401ato 401d

shown in FIG, 4 iz selected, a deck for a corresponding game may be created and registered,

fon786]

{Card Type> In the online match card game of the present embodiment, each user can use two
types of cards for the match. One of the card typesis a “ owned card ” that can be permanently
obtained by registering a real card purchased by the user in the real world, for example, by an
individual identification number printed on the real card in the game system. is there. The other
type of card is a “ rental card ” that can he temporarily acquired by sach nser purchasing at a

£<3 ¥
shop ” inthe game.

roo77]

The rental card can be purchased using virtual money in the game, which can be ¢btained by
winning the game, for example, The temporarily acquired rental card can be usged in the same
manper as a normal owned card, such as being used for deck formation. The rental card
information obtained by the operating user is stored in the user management database 3044
separately from the owned card information stored in the user management database 304 in
association with the user ID of the operating user, for example. I may be managed in association
with the user ID. The rental card information acguired by the user includes, for example, logical
type information indicating whether or not the card ID of all cards is owned as a rental card, and
the number of acquired cards as in the case of owned card information. It is. The information of
the rental card may be stored in the user management database 304 in association with the user

D of the operating user who owns the rental card.

o078
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The period during which the operating vser can use the acquired rental card is determined in

advance, such as one maich, one login, or & predetermined time.

[0079]

<Shoaps Here, the shop where the above-mentioned rental card can be purchased will be
described with reference to FIG,

FIG. 8 shows a shop menu display screen to which a transition is made when the “shop ¥ menu

403 is selected by the operating user on the display screen shown in FIG,

fooso]

In the online battle card game of the present embodiment, a similar sales form is realized in the
game in acecordance with the sales form of the resl card. As shown in the figure, the rental card
acquisition in the online match card game of the present embodiment is performed by acquiring
one card enclosed in a wafer {confectionery) bag, a virtual form such as a socalled Carddas
{registered trademark). This can be done by selecting one ofthe form of acquiring two cards by
inserting money and turning the dial, or the form of acauiring three cards from a bag {pack) in
which only cards are enclosed. it can. The selection buitons 901 to 8843 in FIG, 8 correspond to
three scquisition modes, respectively. When the CPU 301 receives, via the network I/ F 308,
information indicating that anv one of the selection buttons has bheen selected by the operating
user, is read out from the graphic database 307, a display screen is drawn, and transmitted to the
user terminal 202,

foost]

{Rental Card Purchase Fffect) FIGS, 10 to 12 are diagrams for explaining screen transition
corresponding to each acguisition mode, The CPU 301 receives from the network [/ F 308, for
example, information indicating that point input has been performed on g predetermined
component on the display sereen using the polnting device of the user terminal 202 owned by
the operating user. Then, in response to the reception, the CPU 381 acquires the graphic data of
the screen to be transitioned from the graphic database 307, and sequentially transmits the

graphic data to the user terminsl 202 via the network I/ F 308,
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foon2]

When information indicating that the operating user has selected the selection button 901 on the
display scresn of FIG.  is received via the network I/ F 308, the CPU 301 sslects the
confectionery box 1001 {collection of confectionery bags) of FIG, The graphic data of the screen
10 be read s read from the graphic database 3847, Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data
of the confectionery box 10071 to the user terminal 202 used by the operating user via the
network [/ F 308 together with an instruction to supsrimpose and display the graphic data of

the confectionery box 1001 on the display screen of FIG.

[0083]

The confectionery boxes are divided into sets corresponding to the appearance time of the real
card, such as "first”, "second”, .., from the images of the confectionery bags arranged in one
confectionery box. You can get cards of the same appearance time. The information as to which
of each set of cards used in the online maich card game according to the present embodiment
belongs to the set corresponding to the appearance time of the real card is, for example, the
number included in the card ID of sach card. It may be distinguishable. For example, the CPU
301 obtains information of a range of numbers included in the card ID included in the set
corresponding to each appearance time from the card datsbase 305, thereby specifving a card
candidate obtained from the candy bag of the selected candy box it can, That is, & card in which
the number in the range is included in the card ID is & card candidate obtained from the
confectionery bag. When the user acquires a rental card of one appearance time, the CPU 301
sets a card ID randomly selected from the candidate card IDs ag a rental card temporarily owned
by the operating user, for example. What is necessary is just to store i {n the user management

database 304 in association with the [

f6084)

When the operating user selects the left button 1002 or the right button 1983, the CPU 381
receives the information indlcating the selection via the network [/ F 308, and stores the graphic
datz in which the desired confectionery box e displaved at the center in the graphic database
307. Read from. Then, the CPU 381 transmiis the graphic data together with an instruction o

superimpose the graphic data on the display screen of FIG. 8.
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foons]

Purther, when the OPU 301 receives via the network [/ F 308 that the operating user has
performed the point input to the GUI of the confectionery box, the CPU 381 reads out the
graphic data of only one confectionery box 1004 from the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU
301 replaces the graphic data for selecting the confectionery box 10901 with the instruction to
superimpose the graphic data for only the one confectionery box 10304 on the display sereen of
FIG, Send to In the present embodiment, it is assumed that the graphic data of the confectionery
box 1004 includes images of a plurality of confectionery bags, for examuple, having a laver

structure and being separable,

[ooss]

Further, when the operation user receives, through the network I/ F 306, 2 point input and
selection of an image of one confectionary bag 1005 included in the confectionery box 1004, the
CPU 301 returns to s state as shown in FIG. An instruction to move the selected confectionery
bag 1005 g0 as to jump out of the confectionery box 1004 {s transmitied to the user terminal
202, As a result, on the display device of the user termineal 202, a transition like the selecied
confectionery bag 1085 jumping out of the confectionery box 1004 s displaved. After moving
the confectionery bag 1005, the CPU 341 transmits a drawing insiruction for superimposing
oily the confectionery bag 1005 on the sereen of FIG. 9 to the user terminal 202 via the network
I/F 3086,

fone7]

Thereafter, on the display screen on which only the confeciionery bag 1005 is displayed, when
the operation user receives via the network [/ F 308 that the peint input has been performed on
the confectionery bag 1005, the CPU 301 determines that the confectionery bag is torn. The
graphic data of {¢) is read from the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU 301 replaces the
graphic data of only the confectionery hag 1005 with the instruction to superimpose the graphic
data of the confectionery bag on the display sereen of FIG. To the user terminal 202 via the
Internet.
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[0088]

Further, at this time, the CPU 301 reads nut the graphic data {card image 19808) corresponding
to the randomly determined card ID from the graphic database 307 and transmiis the graphic
data to the user terminal 202 via the network I/ F 308, The CPU 301 transmits to the user
terminal 202 a drawing instruction for sequentially exposing the card image at & predetermined
spead from below the graphic data in which the confectionery bag is broken. By doing in this
way, a3 shown in FIG, 100, an effect of exposing the card image 1006 enclosed from the

confectionery bag is given to the eperating user.

[0089]

After the entire card image 1008 is exposed, the CPU 301 transmits an Instruction to
superimpose and display only the card image 1008 on the display sereen of FIG. Al this time, the
CPU 301 further reads graphic data notifving that the rental card has been acguired from the
graphic database 307, and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 together with an
instruction to superimpose the graphic data. For example, the CPU 3081 reads out the audio data
of the chewing sound of the confectionery stored in the ROM 302, transmits the audio data to
the user terminal 202, and causes the user terminal 202 to reproduce the audio data together
with an instruction to display only the card image 1008, In this wayv, it is possible to give the
operating user the same effect as in the case of obtaining a card by purchasing a confection In
the real world,

[00990]

In addition, when information indicating that the operating user has selected the selection button
302 on the display screen in FIG. 9 is received via the network I/ F 308, the CPU 301 returns fo
the card housing 1101 {discharge card} in FIG. Graphic data of 2 screen for selecting a housing to
he read from the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data of the
card housing 1101 to the user terminal 202 via the network [/ P 308 together with the
instruction to superimpose the graphic data of 1101 on the display screen of FIG. When the
operating user selects the left bution 1102 or the right button 1108, the CPU 381 receives the
information indicating the selection via the network 1/ F 308, and displays the desired card
housing at the center of the graphic data (FIG. 11}, (BY) is read from the graphic database 307,
Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data together with an instruction to superimpose the
graphic date on the display screen of FIG. 8.
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foo91]

When the CPU 301 receives via the network 1/ F 3068 that the operating user has performed a
point input to the GUI of the card casing, the CPFU 301 reads nut the graphic data of only one
card casing 1104 from the graphic database 387, Then, the CPU 301 replaces the graphic data
for selecting the card housing 1101 with an {nstruction to superimpose the graphic data of only
the one card housing 1104 on the display sereen of FIG, Transmit to terminal 202, In the present
embodiment, the graphic data of the card housing 1104 includes two back-facing {n a state
where the hack of the card is drawn) card images that have a layer structure and are separable,

for example. [ do,

(0092]

Further, upon receiving via the network 1/ F 306 the fact that the operating user has performed
a point input to the dial 11905 of the card housing 1104, the CPU 301 sets the graphic data of the
card housing 1104 according to the number of times of the point input. Is transmitted to the user

terminal 202 as shown in FIGS, 1iC and 11D,

[0093]

The CPU 301 reads graphic data corresponding to the two randomly determined card s from
the graphic database 307 and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 2032 via the
network [/ F 3086,

After the entire card image 1108 is exposed, the CPU 301 issues an instruction to superimpose
the graphic date of the randomly determined card on the display screen of FIG. 8 instead of the
graphic data of the card housing 1104 and the card image 11086, Send. At this time, the CPU 381
further reads graphie data notifving that the rental card has been acquired from the graphic
database 307, and transmiis the graphic data to the user terminal 202 together with an
instruction to superimpose the graphic data. By doing so, it is possible to provide the operating

user with the same effect as in the case of obtaining a card in the card housing in the real world,

[0094]
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Also, when information indicating that the operating user has selecied the selection button 9043
on the display scresn of FIG. § is received via the network I/ F 308, the CPU 301 sxecufss the
card pack 1201 {card enclosed) of FIG, The graphic date of the scraen for selecting the “ hag ™
is read out from the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data of the
card pack 1201 to the user terminal 202 via the network [/ F 306 together with an instruction
to superimpose the graphic data of the card pack 1201 on the display sereen of FIG. When the
operating user selects the left button 1202 or the right bution 1203, the CPU 301 roceives the
information indicating the selection via the network 1/ F 306, and stores the graphic data in
which the desired card pack is dieplaved at the center in the graphic database 307, Read from.
Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data together with an instruction to superimpose the
graphic data on the display screen of FIG.

[0095]

Also, when the CPU 301 receives via the network I/ F 308 that the operating user has performed
a point input to the GUI of the card pack, the CPU 301 grephically displayve the graphic data of
only one card pack 1204 (FIG. 12B). Read from the database 307, Then, the CPU 381 converts
the graphic dats of only one card pack 1204 into graphic data for selecting the card pack 1291

and superimposes the graphic data on the dieplay screen of FIG. Send.

[00986]

After that, on a display screen on which only the card pack 1284 is displaved, when the
operation user recelves via the network [/ F 306 that a point input to the card pack 1204 has
been performed, the CPU 301 responds according to the point inpul, A drawing instruction to
split the graphic dates of the card pack 1204 as shown in FIG. 120 is transmitted to the user
terminal 202, The division of the graphic data of the card pack 1204 gives the operating user an
effect indicating that the packaging of the card pack hag heen cul,

[0097]

Further, at this time, the CPU 301 reads out the graphic data (card image 1208) corresponding
to the three randomly determined card IDs from the graphic database 387 and transmiis the
graphic data to the user terminal 202 via the network I/ F 306, Note that the CPU 301 transmits
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a drawing instruction for sequentially exposing the card image at a predetermined speed from
helow the graphic data of the divided card pack 1204 to the user terminal 202, In this manner,
as shown in FIG. 12D, an offect in which the card image 12085 enclosed from the card pack is

gxposed is given to the operating user.

fo0g8)

After the entire card irmage 1205 {8 exposed, the CPU 301 transmits an fnstruction to
superimpose and display only the card image 1205 on the display screen of FIG. At this time, the
CPU 301 further reads graphic data notifying that the rental card has been sequired from the
graphic database 307, and {ransmits the graphic data to the user ferminal 20% together with an
instruction to superimupose the graphic data. By doing so, it is possible to give the uperating user

the same effect as in the case of obtaining a card by purchasing a card pack in the real world.

[099]
Ag described above, in the online mateh card game of the present embodiment, the same method
of purchasing a real card in the resl world is prepared on the game, so that the intuitive display

screen transition for sequiring the rental card s operated. It can be presented to the aser.

[0100]

{Class System In the online battle card game of the present embodiment, & five-stage svstem as

shown in FIG. 5A is provided based on the baitle results of the users in the official league.

The upper limit number of users (Uemaxl, Ucmax?, Uemax3, Ucmax4, and Ucmax®) is set for
each class, Each of the classes is identified by the class ID, and the class is stored in the user

management database 304 in association with the user I3, so that the user is given a class,

f0101]

In the official league held on the game system, users are distributed to groups, which are units in
which the users are distributed and battles are conducted. Users belonging to sach group of the

official ieague are composed of users o which the same class [ has been assigned. In the official
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league, users are grouped for each predetermined period called & season. For the grouped users,
the rank is promoted or demoted according to the ranking in the official league at the end of the
season. Specifically, the conditions for promotion or demotion of a class are determined for each
group of the class, for example, as shown in FIG. 5 (b), and the number of users determined for

gach season of the officia] league between each class is determined, Class fluctustes.

01027

For example, in C3, which is one of the ranks, in one group of the rank, three users {upgradsad
Uup) whose ranks are 1 to 3 after the end of one season are promoted to C2 of the next higher
rank. I do. In addition, the users of the six ranks {the number of demoted persons Udown) of the
T ith to 16th ranks are demoted to €4 of the next lower grade. [n addition, the ranks of the seven
users ranked 4th to 10th (Ustay) remain unchanged in the class C3. As shown in the figurs, since
the total number of groups of C3 is 1888, after the end of one season, 1600 X 3 = 4800 users
(upgraded total number Uupt) of the entire C3 are promoted to C2 and 1800 X & = 9800, (Users

who have been demoted to Udownt) will be demotsed to 4.

0103

{Free Battler The details of the free battle provided in the online battle card game of the present
ambodiment will be described below.

(o104

As described above, in the free haitle, the operating user can perform a baitle by arbitrarily

selecting another user registered in the game system,

Specifically, the operating user can play against other users regisiered in the game system who
have already formed an interception deck. Information on other users to which the operating
user can compete is displaved in = list in the free battle list 404 as shown in FIG. 4, and the

operating user can perform a free battle by selecting ancther user on the screen. .

[0105]
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{Free Battle List Update Processing) Here, the free battle list npdate processing for updating the
user displayed in the free battle list displaved for each user in the game system of the present
embodiment will be described with reference to the flowehart of FIG, Will be explained. The
processing corresponding to the flowchart can be reslized by the CPU 301 reading cut a
corresponding processing program stored in, for example, the ROM 302, expanding the program
inthe RAM 303, and executing the program. The free battle st update process is described as

being started when the free hattle menu tab 4012 is selected by the operating user.

[0108]

Further, in this embodiment, when a login reguest of a user is received from the user terminal
202 via the network I/ F 308, the CPU 301 associates the login request with the user ID of the
user who has received the login requesi and seis the daie and time when the login request was

last received. Informaiion 1408 (FIG. 14A) is stored in the user management database 304,

[0107]

In step 31301, the CPU 201 scquires information on the class assigned to the operating user.

Specifically, the CPU 301 reads, from the user management database 304, information on the

class D associated with the user ID of the operating user.

fo108]

In step 81302, the CPU 301 sorts the users who are registered in the game system and have the
same rank as the rank assigned to the operating user, in descending order of the date and time
when the last login reguest was received. Create a list. Specifically, the CPU 301 first associates
the user ID of each user siored in the user management database 304 with the user ID in order
to obtain the user 1D {participating user 1Y) of the user who can participate in the free battle. To
obtain the user ID information of the user whose deck for the interception battle is registered.
The CPU 301 stores the acquired information on the participation user ID of the free battle in the
BAM 303,

[0109]
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Then, the CPU 301 reads the information of the associated clags I from the user management
database 304 for sach of the free battle participating user IDs, and the class I is the same as the
class ID assigned to the operating user acquired in $1301. It {s determined whether or not there
tg. If the CPU 301 determines that the information of the class 1D s the same, the CPU 341
acquires the pariicipating user ID and the information of the last login date and time associated
with the participating user [D from the user management database 3034, and stores the same
class in the RAM 3083, Add {o the lst sequentially, When the determination as to whether or not
the clase D are the same for all the participating vser IDs s completed, the CPU 301 refers to
the information of the lasi login date and time to change the same class Het stored in the RAM

303 to the login date and time information. Is sorted in descending order.

(o119}

In sfep 813903, the CPU 301 sorts the users who are able {o participate in the free baitle and have
been given a rank one rank kigher than the rank given to the operating user, in descending vrder
of the date and time when the last login request was recelved. Create a customized Hst.
Specifically, the CPU 301 acquires the participation user ID of the free battle from the RAM 303,
Note that the user ID added to the same rank list in S1302 may be excluded from the free batile
participation user ID acquired in this elep. Further, the CPU 301 reads the information of the
associated class ID from the user management database 304 for each of the free baitle
participating user IDs, snd the class ID is one rank higher than the class assigned to the
opperating user. It is determined whether the 1D is the same as the ID. If the CPU 301 determines
thai the information of the class 1D s the same, the CPU 301 acquires the participating user 1D
and the information of the last login date and time associated with the participating user 1D from
the user management database 304, and Add to the lst sequentially. Then, when it is determined
whether or not the class ID has been assigned {o all the participating user [Ds, the clags D of the
clasy one rank higher than the class assigned to the operating user iz completed, the CPU 361
updates the information of the last login date and time. By referring to the list, the upper class
list stored in the RAM 303 is sorted so that the login date and time are in descending order,

fo111]

I the clase assigned to the operating user is C1 and there is no class higher by one, the process
of this step need not he executed. Further, in the present embodiment, a description will be given
assuming that a higher rank list of users who can participate in a free batile, to which & rank

higher than the rank given to the operating user {s assigned, is created. It may be configured hyv a
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user 1D of a user who can participate in a free battle to which a higher rank is ascigned.

f0112]

fn step 8 <b> 1304, the CPU 301 sorts the users who can participate in the free battle, to which
the rank given to the operating user is lower by one than the rank given {o the operating user, in
descending order of the date and time of the last reception of the login reguest. Create &
customized Het. Specifically, the CPU 301 acguires the participation user [D of the free battle
from the RAM 303, Note that the user 1D added o the same rank Hst in §1302 and the user ID
added to the higher rank st in S1303 mayv be excluded from the free batile participation user
iDs acquired in this step. Purther, the CPU 301 reads the information of the sssociated class ID
from the user management database 304 for each of the free battle participating user IDg, and
the class ID is one rank lower than the class assigned to the operating user. It is determined
whether the ID s the same as the 1D, If the CPU 301 determines that the information of the class
D is the same, the CPUJ 301 acquires the participating user ID and the information of the last
fogin date and time associated with the participating user D from the user management database
304, and Add to the rank list sequentiallv. Then, when it is determined whether or not the class
IT} has been assigned to all the participating user [Ds, the class ID of the class one rank lower
than the class assigned to the operating user is eompleied, the CPU 301 updates the information
of the last login date and time. By referring to the Het, the lower rank lst stored in the RAM 303

is sorted so that the login date and time are in descending order.

fg113]

if the class assigned to the operating user is CF and there {s no lower class, the process of this
step need not be executed. Further, in the present embodiment, & description will be given
assuming that & lower rank list of users who can participate in a free battle, to which a rank
lower than the rank given to the operating user is assigned, is created. [f may be configured with

a user [ of g user who can participate in a free battle to which a lower rank is assigned.

f0114]

In step 31305, the CPU 301 obtains, from the RAM 303, information on the user 1D of the user
inciuded in the first page in the pre-update free battle Hst. In the online battle card game of the

present embodiment, the CPU 301 stores the information of the user 1D included in the first page
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of the free baitle st in the RAM 303 every time it is updated. In the present embodiment, one

page of the free battle Het includes information of six users as shown in FiG,

[0115]

In 51306, the CPU 381 first determines a user to be displaved on the first page of the frec bhattie
Hst ysing the same rank list, the upper rank Hst, and the lower rank st created in the RAM 303
in 51302 10 S1304, Specifically, the CPU 301 first creates an empiy free battle table in the RAM
303 corresponding to the free battle Hst. Then, user [Ds are sclected and added to the table in the
sort order from the same class list, the upper class list, and the lower class list. At this time, the
CPU 301 excludes the user ID of the user included in the first page of the free batile list before
the update from the farget to be added to the first page so that the user is not displayved on the

first page again. I do.

[6118]

For exanmple, as deseribed above, when six users are included in the first page of the free baiile
Hat, the CPU 301 selects user [Ds in the same rank lst in the sort order, that is, in descending
order of the login date and time, and adds the user s to the free batile lst. . In this embodiment,
the first page of the free battle list basically includes the operating user so that the operating
wser can smoothly start 2 battle with & user having the same rank as the rank given {o the
speralting user. [t is assumed that users with the same class are displayved. However, for example,
when the operating ussr wants to try a newly created deck, or when he / she wants to practics a
battle, he / she may want to play against & user who is higher or lower than the operating user.
For this reason, in the online battle card game of the present embodiment, it Is assumed that the
ton page of the free baitle Hst includes at least one user who has been assigned a rank higher or

lower than the operating user.

f0117)

That is, for the first page of the free baitle table, that is, the fields of the upper <ix people of the
table, the user D5 of the four users included {n the same rank list, the upper rank list, and the
tower rank list sach include one. Add user IDs of two users, At this time, the CPU 301 obtains
free user [Ds of a predetermined number of users from the same class list, the upper class Hst,

and the lower class list in which the added user [Dg are sorted in descending order of the login
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date and time, Add to batile table. Note that the CPU 301 may delete the user ID added o the

froe battle table from sach of the same class list, the upper class list, and the lower ¢class st

fo118]

In 81307, the CPU 381 adds the remalning user IDs included in each of the same rank Hsi, the
higher rank lst, and the lower rank lst to the free battle table. At this tlme, the CPU 301 may add
the user IDe to the free battle table in the descending order of the login date and time, for
example, by referring to the information of the last login date and time associated with sach user
ID. Further, on the pages other than the first page, only the user [D assigned the same rank as the
operaling user or the user ID assigned the same rank may be preferentially added {o the free

battle table.

[0119]

In S1308, the number of user IDs included in the same rank list, the higher rank list, or the lower
rank Hst may be less than the number of users of the corresponding rank added to the fleld for
the first page of the free battle table, Is there. In this case, the CPU 381 may add the remaining
user 1D to the fleld for the first page of the free battle table in 51307,

[0120]

In addition, the user I} added to the free hattle table in 813807 has been described as being the
user [ included in the same rank list, the upper rank lst, and the lower rank list, but the user
iDs of ail the users who can participate in the free batile are deseribed. The ID may be & user D

of a user to which all classes are assigned.

01217

By deing so, when the operating user performs a free battle, the user whose final login date and

time is close to the current time i3 displayed in the free hattle lst.

For example, when s new real card is introduced, & user whose last login date and time is close to

the current time may be using & deck including 2 possessed card obtained by registering the new
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real card. high. That is, by displaying the vser whose final login date and time is close to the
current time on the first page of the free battle Hst, the user can play against the user who uses
the new card.

(0122]

As deseribed above, the game svstem according to the present embodiment can create a deck for
gach of a plurality of game modes, or can smoothly start 2 network battle. Specifically, the game
system receives the registration request and associates the user who made the registration
request with a unigue user ID and regisiers the user [D in the user management database. In
addition, the game system adds, for each of the registered users, card [Ds of one or more cards
among a plurality of cards associsted with the user ID of the user to the deck table, and
generates & plurality of game formats, A deck having a different deck ID is created in association
with one of the game IDs. When roceiving & game format selection request from a user terminal,
the game sysiem displays a deck table associaied with the game format game I

01237

in this way, when any one of a plurality of game formats is selected by the user, a Hst of decks
created as decks used in the game type can be presented to the user. Therefore, when plaving a
game in one game format, the user can play the game without erroneously selecting a deck

created for another game format.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16445642

Filing Date:

19-Jun-2019

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Attorney Docket Number:

09850001COA

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'I;)(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
SUBMISSION- INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STMT 1806 1 240 240
Total in USD ($) 240
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 38307637
Application Number: 16445642
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9486

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filer Authorized By:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Attorney Docket Number: 09850001COA
Receipt Date: 15-JAN-2020
Filing Date: 19-JUN-2019
Time Stamp: 17:58:56

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type CARD

Payment was successfully received in RAM $240

RAM confirmation Number E20201EH59160736
Deposit Account 505976
Authorized User Kelli Harris

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)
37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1034654
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
1 IDS.pdf no 4
Form (SBOS) 821418c63577c226ac856f201163e543d94
Warnings:

Information:

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent

Documents or Non Patent Literature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

Other Reference-Patent/App/Search
documents

NPL1_JPOA-01072020.pdf

307668

069631fdb0472a767a5063046f4d59df7bd

no 5

Warnings:

Information:

Foreign Reference

FR1_JP2011-098013.pdf

3670750

0b65e34bf286eddd67ea605682bd3d2absi|

no 39

Warnings:

Information:

Foreign Reference

FR2_JP5382896.pdf

1980693

7d%adea7a3al9c5e26ab4cfe65ab5d0f4110]
89bc

no 21

Warnings:

Information:

Foreign Reference

FR3_JP2013-034828.pdf

3473766

944cc63e8604bb7dfca49288f4ae1a0365al

no 73

Warnings:

Information:
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30687

6 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2

ffoflacc91a8e22e8e7f8ccbbc2d7749e315¢]

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)1 10498218

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
62008 7590 12/12/2019
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3715
DATE MAILED: 12/12/2019
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO.
16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

L. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

62008 7590 12/12/2019 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
. ’ States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
345 South Patrick Street addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)|
(Signature)
(Date)
I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH 3715 463-031000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys

or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

w

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. Fees submitted: [Missue Fee [_IpPublication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

() Electronic Payment via EFS-Web () Enclosed check (L) Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
161445642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486
| EXAMINER |
62008 7590 12/12/2019
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3715

DATE MAILED: 12/12/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(1) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration

of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, arecord
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
] . 16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
DAMON J PIERCE 3715 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4 This communication is responsive to 10/31/19 and 11/27/19.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are See Continuation Sheet . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the
Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more

information, please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to
PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.[¥) Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) WAl b) D Some  *c) (J None of the:
1. ¥l Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

57 CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6. DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.{J Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2.0 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.(0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. Other .
of Biological Material

5. Examiner's Amendment/Comment

4. Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date. 11/27/19.
/DAMON J PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13)

Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191203
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 16/445,642

Continuation of 3. The allowed claim(s) is/are: 1-9,11-16,18-25 and 27-30
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 2
Art Unit: 3715

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT
1. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure

consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in an interview with Christopher

Ohslund on 11/27/19.

The application has been amended as follows:
“1. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a
second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck
which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term
parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of the battle
game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start timing
of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term after the first term, in the second field, under a

second battle condition which is different from the first battle condition, conducting a battle against a

second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based
on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the battle game at a

second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 3
Art Unit: 3715

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined regardless of a

battle result in the first term.

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second term, in

the second field, under a third battle condition which is different from the first battle condition and

second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle
against a third-term opponent character appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based

on a third-term card selected by the player.

4, The method of claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving a reward to
the player.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength against at least one second-term opponent

character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least one first-

term opponent character under the first battle condition.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first-term parameter and the second-term

parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle result of

the first term.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an attack status in

the first term.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 4
Art Unit: 3715

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a reward to
the player.
11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step comprising a selection of a card comprising at least one of
the set of: the first-term card or the second-term card;

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;

wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player card

selection step.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-
term opponent character appearing in the first term and conducting the battle against the second-term
opponent character appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-
term card and the second-term card;

displaying a player group on the second field, the player group comprising a formation including
a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at least
one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-term

opponent character appearing in the second term.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 5
Art Unit: 3715

13. (Currently Amended) A game apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a
plurality of players, comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of
client devices, and a rendition processing module comprising a battle processing unit;

wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen comprising a
first field at a lower position in the game screen and a second field above the first field, wherein in the
first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a
horizontal direction;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a first term of the battle game, in the
second field, under a first battle condition, conduct a battle against a first-term opponent character
appearing in the first term using a first-term parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player in
the plurality of players, and is configured to conclude the first term of the battle game at a predefined
end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to start a second term of the battle game at a
predefined start timing based on the start timing of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term
after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle condition which is different from the first
battle condition, conduct a battle against a second-term opponent character appearing in the second
term using a second-term parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and conclude
the second term of the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the

battle game.

14. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.
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15. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit is
configured to, during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent

on a battle result in the second term, conduct a battle against a third-term opponent character
appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the

player.

16. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle

result of the first term.

18. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an attack

status in the first term.

19. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against at least one second-term
opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least

one first-term opponent character under the first battle condition.

20. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein at least one of the first-term parameter and the

second-term parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

21. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing unit is configured to, during
at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-term opponent character appearing in

the first term, conducting the battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 7
Art Unit: 3715

second term, and conducting the battle against the third-term opponent character appearing in the
third term, perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-term
card, the second-term card, and the third-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group comprising
a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player
character in the player group and the at least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character
appearing in the first term, the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term, and the
third-term opponent character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an
interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element,
wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player card

selection is received.

22. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-
readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided
with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a plurality of players, the
game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a
second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck

which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;
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during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term
parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of the battle
game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start timing
of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term after the first term, in the second field, under a
second battle condition which is different from the first battle condition, conducting a battle against a
second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based
on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the battle game at a

second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.

23. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory
computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to perform
the steps of:

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle condition

which is different from the first battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent on a

battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against a third-term opponent character appearing

in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.

25. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on a battle result of the first term.
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27. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on an attack status in the first term.

28. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein an attack strength against at least one
second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength

against at least one first-term opponent character under the first battle condition.

29. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-readable
medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to, during at least one of the
set of: conducting the battle against the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and
conducting the battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term,
perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-term
card and the second-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group comprising
a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at least
one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-term
opponent character appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatus is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an interface

gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element, wherein a
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dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player card selection is

received.

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-
readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided
with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a plurality of players, the
game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a
second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck
which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term
parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of the battle
game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start timing
of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term after the first term, in the second field, under a
second battle condition which is different from the first battle condition, conducting a battle against a
second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based
on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the battle game at a
second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game;

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a third battle condition

which is different from the first battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent on a

battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against a third-term opponent character appearing

in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.”
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Conclusion

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to DAMON J PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270-1997. The examiner can
normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/DAMON J PIERCE/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 175



Application No. Applicant(s)

Examiner-iInitiated Interview Summary 16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi
Examiner Art Unit AlA (FITF) Status
DAMON J PIERCE 3715 Yes

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON J. PIERCE. (3) .

(2) Christopher Ohslund. (4)

Date of Interview: 27 November 2019.

Type: Telephonic  [J Video Conference
O Personal [copy given to: (J applicant (J applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [ Yes No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed (3 101 112 O102 [O103 Others

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 1,3,13,15,22,24 and 30.

Identification of prior art discussed: n/a.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a reference

or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Examiner called the Applicant to propose claim amendments to overcome potential 112(b) rejections and
claim objections. Consequently, the Applicant agreed to the proposed claim amendments that can be found in the
corresponding Examiner's Amendment..

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview.

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the general
thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the general results or
outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

O Attachment

/DAMON J PIERCE/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20191203
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Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A PROVISIONAL DOUBLE PATENTING

REJECTION OVER A PENDING "REFERENCE" APPLICATION

Application Number 16445642
Filing Date 19-Jun-2019
First Named Inventor Koichi SUZUKI
Attorney Docket Number 09850001COA

Title of Invention

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

X Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirement for response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstanding
Office Action

X] This electronic Terminal Disclaimer is not being used for a Joint Research Agreement.

Owner Percent Interest

GREE, Inc. 100%

The owner(s) of percent interest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the terminal
part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration date of the
full statutory term of any patent granted on pending reference Application Number(s)

14631221 filed on 02/25/2015
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SuCCessors or assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent granted on the instant application
that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of any patent granted on said reference application, "as the
term of any patent granted on said reference application may be shortened by any terminal disclaimer filed prior to the grant of
any patent on the pending reference application,” in the event that any such patent granted on the pending reference
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O | certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)
required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application.

Applicant claims the following fee status:

(O Small Entity
O Micro Entity

(® Regular Undiscounted

| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am:

® An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office who is of record in
this application

Registration Number 51986

(O Asoleinventor

O Ajoint inventor; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all of the inventors as evidenced by the
power of attorney in the application

(O Ajointinventor; all of whom are signing this request

Signat
ignature /Timothy J. Maier/

Name Timothy J. Maier
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Confirmation No.: 9486
GREE Inc.
Art Unit: 3715
U.S. Patent Application No.: 16/445,642

Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
Filed: June 19, 2019

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Title: CHANGING BATTLE CARD
GAME CONDITIONS DURING
DIFFERENT TERMS (as amended)

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioner for Patents October 31, 2019
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
In response to the Office Action mailed August 2, 2019, Applicant respectfully requests
reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.
Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2.
Amendments to the Drawings begin on page 5.
Amendments to the Claims begin on page 6.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the specification as shown below and in the marked-up copy following this
amendment.

Pages 4-5, paragraph [0015], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following
paragraph:

-- [0015] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be further described below
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the network structure of a game system according to the present
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a server device according to the
present embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a client device according to the present
embodiment;

FIG. 4(a) illustrates an example of a game screen according to the present embodiment;

FIG. 4(b) illustrates an example of game cards that may be displayed on a game screen

according to the present embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram illustrating the structure of battle processing according
to the present embodiment;
FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating time management of a group battle according to

the present embodiment;
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Application No.: 16/445,642

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are conceptual diagrams illustrating examples of battle conditions and

targets of change in a group battle according to the present embodiment; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating battle processing according to the present embodiment. --

Page 9, paragraph [0034], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following
paragraph:

-- [0034] FIG. 4(a) illustrates an example of a game screen 200 according to the exemplary
embodiment. The game screen 200 includes an event field 201 and a palette 202. The event field
201 is a virtual field on which the battle game progresses between groups 300 and 400. Characters
301, 302, and 303 belonging to one group 300 and characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the

other group 400 are displayed in the event field 201. --

Page 10, paragraph [0036], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following
paragraph:

-- [0036] The palette 202 is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be used when
each character attacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a stack of virtual cards, and a
plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the deck 600 are displayed on the palette 202.
A display (an illustration or letter) indicating the type of skill and a particular item related to the
skill are depicted on each card. Attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack),
defense points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like)

are set for each card. In the example shown in FIG. 4(b). the illustration of a first card 601

showcases attribute information (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like), the illustration of a second
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

card 602 showcases skill information (which may include, for example. attack points such as points

for the skill or the invoked attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points

(stamina, life force, or the like). though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each

card as explained above. Likewise, it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated in

each of the cards. --

Page 9, paragraph [0034], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following
paragraph:

-- [0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66 executes
rendition processing for the game related to the battle. This function is not specific to the
exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any desired method. For example,

a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen example illustrated in FIG. 4(a). --

TITLE OF THE INVENTION

Please amend the title of the invention as shown below:

READABEERECORDING-MEDIIM CHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS

DURING DIFFERENT TERMS
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are amended as shown on the (1) replacement sheet of drawings containing
Fig. 4A and marked “Replacement Sheet” and the (1) new sheet of drawings containing Fig. 4B
and marked “New Sheet,” as appended to this paper. The nature of the amendments is discussed

below in the remarks.
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMEND claims 1, 3, 5-6, 11-13, 15, 19-22, 24, and 28-30 as shown below.

Please CANCEL claims 10, 17, and 26 without prejudice or disclaimer.

The following list of claims replaces any prior listing of claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and
a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a
deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start

timing of the battle game, and during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under
a second battle condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against
[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.
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Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second
term, in the second field, under a third battle condition which is different from the first condition
and second condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle

against [[an]]a third-term opponent character appearing in the third term using a third-term

parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving

areward to the player.

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength against at least

one second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack

strength against at least one first-term opponent character under the first battle condition.

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first-term

parameter and the second-term parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle

result of the first term.

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an

attack status in the first term.
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving

areward to the player.

10. (Canceled)

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step_comprising a selection of a card comprising at least

one of the set of: the first-term card or the second-term card;

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and
dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;
wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player

card selection step.

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting
the battle against the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and conducting the
battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the

first-term card and the second-term card;

displaying a player group on the second field, the player group comprising a formation
including a plurality of player characters; and
modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at
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least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-

term opponent character appearing in the second term.

13. (Currently Amended) A game apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a
plurality of players, comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a
plurality of client devices, and a rendition processing module comprising a battle processing unit;

wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen comprising
a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a second field above the first field, wherein
in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are
arranged in a horizontal direction;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a first term of the battle game,
in the second field, under a first battle condition, conduct a battle against [[an]]a first-term
opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term parameter based on a first-term

card selected by a player in the plurality of players, and is configured to conclude the first term of

the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to start a second term of the battle game at

a predefined start timing based on the start timing of the battle game, and during a second term

after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle condition which is different from the
first condition, conduct a battle against [[an]]a second-term opponent character appearing in the
second term using a second-term parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player,

and conclude the second term of the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the

start timing of the battle game.
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14. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

15. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit
is configured to, during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle
condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a
battle result in the second term, conduct a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character
appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the

player.

16. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on a battle result of the first term.

17. (Canceled)

18. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on an attack status in the first term.

19. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against
at least one second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an

attack strength against at least one first-term opponent character under the first battle condition.

10
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20. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein at least one of the first-

term parameter and the second-term parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

21. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing
unit is configured to, during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-term
opponent character appearing in the first term, conducting the battle against the second-term
opponent character appearing in the second term, and conducting the battle against the third-term
opponent character appearing in the third term, perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection_of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-

term card, the second-term card, and the third-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group
comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player
character in the player group and the at least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character
appearing in the first term, the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term, and
the third-term opponent character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the game screen,
an interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge
element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player

card selection is received.

11
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22. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory

computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game

apparatus provided with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a
plurality of players, the game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and

a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a

deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;
during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start

timing of the battle game. and during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under
a second battle condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against
[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.

23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

12

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 202



Application No.: 16/445,642

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-

transitory computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game
apparatus to perform the steps of:

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a

battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character

appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the

player.

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on a battle result of the first term.

26. (Canceled)

27. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on an attack status in the first term.

28. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein an attack
strength against at least one second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is
higher than an attack strength against at least one first-term opponent character under the first

battle condition.

13
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29. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-
transitory computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game
apparatus to, during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-term opponent
character appearing in the first term and conducting the battle against the second-term opponent

character appearing in the second term, perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection_of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-

term card and the second-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group
comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at
least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-
term opponent character appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatus is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an
interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge
element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player

card selection is received.

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory
computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game
apparatus provided with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a

plurality of players, the game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

14
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displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and

a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a
deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on the start

timing of the battle game, and during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under
a second battle condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against
[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game;

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a third battle condition
which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a battle result
in the second term, conducting a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character appearing in

the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.

15
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REMARKS
Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion, is
respectfully requested. Claims 1-30 were originally presented. Claims 1, 3, 5-6, 11-13, 15, 19-22,
24, and 28-30 have been amended. Claims 10, 17, and 26 have been canceled without prejudice or
disclaimer. Accordingly, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 are pending in the present
Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-
25, and 27-30 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submits that no new matter

has been introduced by the foregoing amendments.

Examiner Interview

First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview granted to
Applicant's representative on October 8%, 2019, at which time the outstanding issues in this case
were discussed. Arguments similar to the ones developed hereinafter were presented and the
Examiner indicated that in light of the arguments, he would reconsider the outstanding grounds
for rejection upon formal submission of a response.

With regard to the objection to the drawings and the objection to the title, Applicant
provided draft revisions for review by the Examiner, which have now been incorporated into the
present response.

With regard to the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. §112, Applicant explained that,
as contemplated by the claims, an opponent character, a parameter and a card in the first term and
the second term (or in the third term) didn’t necessarily have to be the same and didn’t necessarily

have to be different; for example, a game could have characters persist across rounds, or could

16
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have cards get reshuffled into the deck. However, the Examiner indicated that he thought that
having multiple recitations of “a parameter” or “a card” (and so forth) were still somewhat
ambiguously structured, and that he would like us to clarify the language of the claims so that it is
clear that Applicant intended the claims to cover both options, and to avoid any potential
antecedent basis issues. Applicant has thus amended the claims essentially as discussed with the
Examiner, providing that a character interacted with in the first term may be a “first-term”
character and a character interacted with in the second term may be a “second-term™ character
(even if the character happens to be the same), providing that a card used in the first term may be
a “first-term” card and a card used in the second term may be a “second-term” card (even if the
user happens to draw the same type of card, or even the very same card after it has been reshuffled
into a deck) and so forth. Applicant notes that several of the dependent claims have likewise been
amended in this regard, such as claim 12, which notes that a drawn card can comprise “at least one

of the set of: the first-term card_and the second-term card.” No new matter has been added by the

clarification of the claims in this manner.

With regard to the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. §103, the Examiner indicated
that he understood our arguments regarding the “active time battle” gauges of the cited Ando
reference, and indicated that our proposed amendment would likely overcome the present

rejection, subject to further review.

17
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Double Patentin

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 1-10, 13-20 and 22-30 stand rejected under the
judicially created doctrine of non-statutory double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 19-
38 of copending Application No. 14/631,221.

With this correspondence, Applicant has submitted a terminal disclaimer to overcome these
rejections. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the withdrawal of this double patenting
rejection of claims 1-10, 13-20 and 22-30.

Applicant notes that “[t]he filing of a terminal disclaimer to obviate a rejection based on
nonstatutory double patenting is not an admission of the propriety of the rejection [because] the
filing of a terminal disclaimer simply serves the statutory function of removing the rejection of
double patenting, and raises neither a presumption nor estoppels on the merits of the rejection”
(MPEP §804.02.11, citations omitted). Hence, the terminal disclaimer included with this reply
serves the statutory function of removing the double patenting rejection without raising a

presumption or estoppels on the merits of the rejection.

Objections to the Title

In the outstanding Office Action, the title was objected to as being insufficiently
descriptive. In response, the title has been amended as discussed in the Examiner Interview,

essentially as suggested in the Office Action.

18
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Objections to the Drawings

In the outstanding Action, the drawings were objected to as failing to show every feature
of the invention specified in the claims. Specifically, the drawings were alleged not to include
several different features of the cards, such as a card parameter or a specific case where a card
parameter is a “life force.”

In response to the objection to the drawings, Figure 4B has been added, showing a close-
up of the cards provided in Figure 4 (now Figure 4A), which have been amended in order to
provide these features. The specification has likewise been amended based on the addition of the
new Figure.

Applicant notes that paragraph [0022] of the present disclosure as filed (for example)
provides that cards 601, 602, 603 may have a stored parameter such as a skill type listed on the
card or an attribute of the card, and paragraph [0036] of the present disclosure as filed provides
that cards 601, 602, 603 may have attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack),
defense points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like) set
for each card. Applicant further notes that amendments which are supported in the original
description are not new matter, and therefore contends that no new matter has been added by the

present amendment to the specification and figures.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112(b)

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 1-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) or

35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as being indefinite, based on the recitation of “an opponent

CEINNTY CLINNTY

character”, “a parameter”, “a card”, and “a player.”

19

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 209



Application No.: 16/445,642

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

Inresponse to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph,

the claims are amended to correct the noted informalities. In view of amended claims 1, 3, 5-6,
11-13, 15, 19-22, 24, and 28-30, it is believed that all pending claims are definite and no further
rejection on that basis is anticipated. If, however, the Examiner disagrees, the Examiner is invited

to telephone the undersigned who will be happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to

derive mutually acceptable language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25 and 27-30 stand rejected under 35
U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0143852, applied
for by Meyers (“Meyers”) in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0054402,
applied for by Noguchi (“Noguchi”).

Claims 10, 17, and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over Meyers
and Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0288794, applied for by
Ando (“Ando”™).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 1-30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over
Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando, this rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 are
the independent claims presently under consideration. Claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 have been amended
to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103, specifically by incorporating the limitations of
dependent claims 10, 17, and 26, now canceled.

As noted above, Meyers and Noguchi are admitted not to teach the limitations of claims

10, 17, and 26, which are instead rejected based on the Ando reference. Ando is cited for its alleged
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recitation of having a start timing and end timing of each of the first term and second term be

determined based on a start timing of the battle game. This is based on a mixture of the disclosure
in the Ando background (paragraph [0007]) and the Ando summary (paragraph [0011]).

Ando specifically discloses a timer related to an Active Time Battle System, which
Applicant notes is different from a match timer. For reference, an Active Time Battle System is a
system whereby an individual battle may have inconsistently-timed turns for each character or
player, such that, when a defined time for one character has elapsed, the character’s action may be
taken next. This may allow a turn-based battle in which characters with different speeds perform
at different rates; for example, a high-speed character may have an ATB gauge that fills twice as
quickly.!

As contemplated in Ando, an attack may have certain attack conditions, and Ando may
provide an attack determiner used to determine whether the attack conditions are satisfied within
a predetermined time interval, as provided in paragraph [0013]. (It appears to primarily be
contemplated to have the “attack condition” be “the user has waited for a certain amount of time,”
as per paragraph [0100] of Ando and the like.)

This means that Ando does not teach distinct “first terms” and “second terms,” since the
command progression of an ATB system isn’t separated into “terms.” In an ATB-based game, the
game may simply operate continuously, from a start to an end, with players executing commands
as their character’s turn comes up. Since the actual progression of the game in an ATB-based

system will be based on how quickly the characters can build up ATB gauge levels (for example,

1 See, for example, “Active Time Battle,” GiantBomb (accessed October 24, 2019), available at
https://www.giantbomb.com/active-time-battle/3015-95/.
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based on the speed of the character or a similar quality), it may be contemplated that, in an ATB-

based system, there may never be a defined end timing of either term or a defined start timing of
the second term, since each character’s individual actions may take a different amount of time.

For example, even if a first term can be ended when a player character makes a certain
number of attacks, such as ten attacks, against a target character, each player character may take a
different amount of time to make attacks — or different attacks may take a different amount of time
to prepare or execute -- and as such the end time may always be different.

Accordingly, then, Ando does not teach the limitations of these dependent claims (now
incorporated into the independent claims), and, accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverses, and
requests reconsideration of, this rejection based on these patents.>

As a result, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 are
patentable over Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando. As claims 2-9 and 11-12 depend from independent
claim 1, claims 14-16 and 18-21 depend from independent claim 13, and claims 23-24 and 27-30
depend from independent claim 22, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 2-9, 11-12, 14-16,
18-21, 23-24, and 27-30 are likewise patentable over Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests that

the §103 rejections of claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 be withdrawn.

2 See MPEP 2142 stating, as one of the three "basic criteria [that] must be met" in order to establish a
prima facie case of obviousness, that "the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest
all the claim limitations,"” (emphasis added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered in
judging the patentability of that claim against the prior art.”
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CONCLUSION
Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion, the
outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as
amended, is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable action to that effect

is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/

Maier & Maier, PLL.C Timothy J. Maier
345 South Patrick Street Attorney of Record
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Reg. No. 51,986

(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TIM/COH/ks

October 31, 2019
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reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Applicant requested an interview with the Examiner to discuss ways in overcoming outstanding objections and
rejections. Consequently, the Examiner agreed that the proposed amendments to the specification, drawings, and
claims would overcome the outstanding rejections..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview.

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

O Attachment

/DAMON J PIERCE/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20191008
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C.
132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any
alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiners responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing out
typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the conclusion of
the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicants correspondence address either with or prior
to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other circumstances dictate, the
Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

- Name of applicant

- Name of examiner

- Date of interview

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

- Name of participani(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed

- Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless
it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the substance of the
interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,-
) an identification of the claims discussed,
) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on
the Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed

by the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicants record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and accurate,

the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiners version of the statement
attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, Interview Record OK on the paper recording
the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiners initials.
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
PLEASE DO NOT ENTER

Interview Agenda for U.S. Patent Application No. 16/445,642

{Tuesday, Oct. 8", 2:00 PM EST)

I. Objections to the Drawings/Title — We think we can amend Figure 4 to show this, but please make
sure that you would consider our proposed amendments to be supported.

A. The drawings are objected to based on the proposition that the cards do not show parameters (e.g.
“conducting a battle using a parameter based on a card selected by a player”) and based on the
proposition that the more specific parameter of a “life force” is also not shown.

B. There is believed to be support in paragraph [0022] of the present disclosure as filed (for example) for
the proposition that cards 601, 602, 603 have a stored parameter such as a skill type listed on the card or
an attribute of the card, and in paragraph [0036] of the present disclosure as filed for the proposition that
cards 601, 602, 603 may have attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack), defense
points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like) set for each card.

C. Our proposal would be to amend Figure 4 (likely as new Figure 4B) with an amendment similar to the
following:

1
1
601 602 603

Above: The cards of new Figure “4B.”

D. To the extent that the specification would need to be amended, we believe that the following would
be supported:

[0036] The palette 202 is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be used when
each character attacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a stack of virtual
cards, and a plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the deck 600 are displayed
on the palette 202. A display (an illustration or letter) indicating the type of skill and a
particular item related to the skill are depicted on each card. Attack points (such as points
for the skill or the invoked attack), defense points (stamina, life force, or the like), and
attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like) are set for each card. In the example shown
in FIG. 4B, the illustration of a first card 601 showcases attribute information (fire, water,
tree, earth, or the like), the illustration of a second card 602 showcases skill information
(which may include, for example, attack points such as points for the skill or the invoked

1
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attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points (stamina, life
force, or the like), though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each card
as explained above. Likewise, it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated
in each of the cards.

E. We also think the title amendment proposal is fine, but would prefer “Changing battle card game
conditions during different terms.”

I1. 35 U.S.C. 112(b) — We do want the phrasing of the claims to apply to both circumstances (e.g. “the
opponent characters are the same” and “the opponent characters are different”).

A. The claims are rejected on the grounds that they recite more than one instance of “an opponent
character,” “a parameter,” “a card,” and “a player” (for example, in claim 1).

”ou

B. We note that there don’t actually appear to be recitations of more than one instance of the player (“a
player” is recited once in claim 1, with the subsequent recitation being “the player,” which is believed to
be clear).

C. The claim term “opponent character” is actually part of a larger noun phrase in both cases: “an
opponent character appearing in the first term” and “an opponent character appearing in the second
term.”

1. Since the same character could theoretically be fought in both terms — for example, as per
p.[0034], this could be a “guild vs guild” battle where the opponent characters belong to enemy
players, such that the characters are used over both rounds — the claims may thus cover both a
circumstance where they are the same and a circumstance where they are different. (More
restrictive language like “a first opponent character” and “a second opponent character” might
mean that the two characters had to be different.)

2. We could consider alternative phrasing like “a first-term opponent character” if this would be
a clearer rearticulation of the limitations.

D. We can consider similar phrasing for the parameter and card if necessary.

1. Since it's a card-based game, the user could draw the same card for both rounds or have
multiple copies of the same card in a deck, so we likewise don’t want to use “a first card” and “a
second card.” But “a first-term card parameter of a first-term card...” or something like that
seems like it should work.

E. We do note that the MPEP cautions that breadth is not indefiniteness (MPEP 2173.04). If the main
issue is that our claims cover both instances where the limitations are referring to the same characters,
parameters, cards, etc., and instances where the limitations are referring to different characters,
parameters, cards, etc., then this is as intended.

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 222



Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY
PLEASE DO NOT ENTER

lll. 35 U.S.C. 103 — We think the rejection based on Ando is misplaced, and propose to amend based
on this.

A. The Meyers and Noguchi reference previously provided for the parent are also used as the basis for
rejection here, apart from the rejections of 10, 17, and 26, which are rejected based on Meyers in view of
Noguchi and further in view of US 2013/0288794 to Ando. The Ando reference, which appears to be new,
is cited for its alleged recitation of having a start timing and end timing of each of the first term and second
term be determined based on a start timing of the battle game. This is based on a mixture of the disclosure
in the Ando background (paragraph [0007]) and the Ando summary (paragraph [0011]).

B. Ando specifically discloses a timer related to an Active Time Battle System, which is not quite the
same thing as a match timer.

1. An Active Time Battle System is a system whereby an individual battle may have
inconsistently-timed turns for each character or player, such that, when a defined time for one
character has elapsed, the character’s action may be taken next. This may allow a turn-based
battle in which characters with different speeds perform at different rates; for example, a high-
speed character may have an ATB gauge that fills twice as quickly.

2. As contemplated in Ando, an attack may have certain attack conditions, and Ando may
provide an attack determiner used to determine whether the attack conditions are satisfied
within a predetermined time interval, as provided in paragraph [0013]. (It appears to primarily
be contemplated to have the “attack condition” be “the user has waited for a certain amount of
time,” as per paragraph [0100] of Ando and the like.)

C. Ando doesn’t really teach distinct “first terms” and “second terms,” since the command progression
of an ATB system isn’t separated into “terms.”

1. In an ATB-based game, the game may simply operate continuously, from a start to an end,
with players executing commands as their character’s turn comes up. Since the actual
progression of the game in an ATB-based system will be based on how quickly the characters
can build up ATB gauge levels (for example, based on the speed of the character or a similar
quality), it may be contemplated that, in an ATB-based system, there may never be a defined
end timing of either term or a defined start timing of the second term, since each action may
take a different amount of time.

2. For example, even if a first term can be ended when a player character makes a certain
number of attacks, such as ten attacks, against a target character, each player character may
take a different amount of time to make attacks — or different attacks may take a different
amount of time to prepare or execute -- and as such the end time may always be different.

D. Also, Ando is alleged to be combined with the remaining references “in order to have different times
when players can make game commands which would add to strategic play of the game such as timing
when to make specific game commands.”
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1. However, Ando’s own disclosure notes that the purpose of the system that it discloses is to
provide a battle game where operations to input a command or the like are not required after
start of the fighting (paragraph [0104]), and appears to have any commands cause the system to
stop proceeding/pause the game (“the video game processing apparatus 100 may be configured
so as to require an instruction by the player such as an instruction regarding usage of an item in
the video game, for example, in order to cause the fighting to proceed”).

2. Therefore, it would not seem that Ando’s system would actually allow for this advantage.
Based on [0104], Ando’s two modes seem to be “the game battles automatically” and “the game
pauses to allow players to execute commands, which are then executed instantaneously so the
game can go back to battling automatically.” The player wouldn’t seemingly be able to use their
own timing to any particular benefit.

E. Since we think that Ando can be overcome, we would propose an amendment based essentially on
claim 10 (with some rephrasing of the claim terms):

1. A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game
screen and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards
selected from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle
condition, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term
using a parameter based on a card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of
the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;
and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on

the start timing of the battle game, and during a second term after the first term, in the

second field, under a second battle condition which is different from the first condition,

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based on a card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the

battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle
ame.

IV. Any Other Matters
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DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AlA or AIA Status
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the first

inventor to file provisions of the AlA.

Information Disclosure Statement
2. The information disclosure statements filed 6/19/2019 fails to comply with the provisions of 37
CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because they include NPL documents not in the English language or
corresponding English translations (see listing of citations with line through). It has been placed in the
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits.
Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this
information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of
submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing
the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP

§ 609.05(a).

Drawings
3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every feature of
the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following must be shown or the feature(s) canceled
from the claim(s).
- (claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in

the first term using a parameter based on a card selected by a player;
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- conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based on a card selected by a player;

- (asrequired by claims 3, 15, 24, and 30) conducting a battle against an opponent character

appearing in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by a player;

- (claims 6 and 20) wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force; and

- (claims 12, 21, and 29) modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player

(emphasis added).

No new matter should be entered.

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as
“amended.” If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either
“Replacement Sheet” or “New Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next

Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance.
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Title Objection
4, The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of
the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is suggested: “Changing battle card

game conditions during different times”.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):

(b) CONCLUSION.—The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor regards as the
invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

6. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph, as
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the
inventor or a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA the applicant regards as the invention.

» o wou

7. Claim 1 recite the limitations “an opponent character”, “a parameter", “a card”, and “a player”
inlines 6, 7,9, and 10 of the claim. However, because there are separate recitations of each of the
above claim limitations it is unclear whether the limitations are referring to the same or different
characters, parameters, cards, and players, thus deemed indefinite. Also claims 13, 22, and 30 has the
same issues as claim 1 as stated above.

» wou

8. Claim 3 recites the limitation “an opponent character”, “a parameter", “a card”, and “a player”
in lines 4 and 5 of the claim. However, because there are separate recitations of each of the above claim
limitations (aforementioned in claim 1) it is unclear whether the limitations are referring to the same or

different characters, parameters, cards, and players, thus deemed indefinite. Also claims 15, 24, and 30

has the same issues as claim 3 as stated above.
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9. All other dependent claims are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA),

second paragraph, as being indefinite because of their respective dependence on claims 1, 13, and 22.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
10. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102
and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the statutory
basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art relied upon, and
the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status.
11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections
set forth in this Office action:

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed invention is
not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the claimed invention
and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious before the
effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the
claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the invention
was made.

12. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966),
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103 are
summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or
nonobviousness.
13. Claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over

US Pub. 20040143852 to Meyers in view of US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi).

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 231



Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 6
Art Unit: 3715

Claims 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, and 30. Meyer discloses (as required by claims 13) a game
apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a plurality of players, comprising a
communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of client devices, and a rendition
processing module comprising a battle processing unit (112-6, 12, 17 discloses computerized systems,
i.e., a server, for online computer gaming, specifically for use in multiplayer online games which
inherently includes game software stored on some form of electronic storage medium, the type of
games are MMORPG’s which include fighting among video game characters, also see Fig. 3 and 942 and
140 discloses basic program logic and game server software related to the game);

(as required by claims 22 and 30) a computer program product embodied on a non-transitory
computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game
apparatus provided with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a
plurality of players (112-6 and 12 discloses computerized systems for online computer gaming,
specifically for use in multiplayer online games which inherently includes game software stored on some
form of electronic storage medium, the type of games are MMORPG’s which include fighting among
video game characters, also see Fig. 3 and 942 and 140 discloses basic program logic and game server
software related to the game),

(as required by claim 13) wherein the rendition processing module (Fig. 3, and 917, 42, and 140
discloses a server to provide battle video game play, where there is programming within the server to
assist in displaying the battle video game to a plurality of players over the Internet) which is configured
to

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) displaying a game screen comprising a field (1118-21
discloses players in game areas, zones, and realms all of which require displaying of game features for

players to interact with game play);
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(as required by claim 13) wherein the battle processing unit (Fig. 3, and 917, 42, and 140
discloses a server to provide battle video game play, where there is programming within the server to
assist in providing the battle video game features to a plurality of players over the Internet) is configured
to,

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) during a first term of the battle game (945 discloses
sites, terrain, “place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as terms as related to location
of game characters, i.e. a game character travels to a first location; and 945 and 46 discloses various
times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as terms as related to timing of gaming
events, i.e. at a first time a first event occurs in the stars to swing the balance of power), under a first
battle condition, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a
parameter (as required by claim 13, 22, and 30) in the plurality of players (945 and 46 discloses spells,
powers, and magic abilities which are modified according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities
have associated parameters related to fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit
and/or bonus effects on the abilities are interpreted as battle conditions); and

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) during a second term after the first term, under a
second battle condition which is different from the first condition (as required by claims 2, 14, 23, and
30) and is predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term (145 discloses sites, terrain,
“place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as terms as related to location of game
characters, i.e. a game character moves from a first location to a second location; and 9146 discloses
various times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as terms as related to timing of
gaming events, i.e. at a second time a second event occurs in the stars to swing the balance of power
such that different game effects occur at different locations and different times/events regardless of
what happened during battle at other locations and times), (as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30)

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a parameter
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(1145 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified according to a special
benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parameters related to fighting with other game
characters, and the special benefit and/or bonus effects on the abilities are interpreted as battle
conditions);

(as required by claims 3, 15, 24, and 30) during a third term after the second term (145
discloses sites, terrain, “place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as terms as related to
location of game characters, i.e. a game character moves from the second location to a third location;
and 9146 discloses various times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as terms as
related to timing of gaming events, i.e. at a third time a third event occurs in the stars), under a third
battle condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on
a battle result in the second term (978-85 and 87-91 discloses skill level where the increase in a skill
level depends on how player characters performed in previous game battles in this case while in the
second location or in during the second event), conducting a battle against an opponent character
appearing in the third term using a parameter (9145 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities
which are modified according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parameters
related to fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonus effects on the
abilities are interpreted as battle conditions).

However, Meyers fails to explicitly disclose:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a

second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which

is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction; and

using a parameter based on_a card selected by a player's operation (emphasis added).

Noguchi teaches displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game

screen (Fig. 2, element 12, i.e. card area) and a second field above the first field (Fig. 2, elements 8a, 8b,
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10a, and 10b, i.e., game characters area), wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a
deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction (Fig. 2, and 9126, 27, 41, 42
discloses cards laid out in a horizontal manner in a first area, and displaying game characters in another
area above the cards); and a card selected by a player's operation (Fig. 3, and 930-32 and 41-44
discloses card selections). The gaming system of Meyers would have motivation to use the teachings of
Noguchi in order to allow additional commands using player selected cards during a game battle in
doing so would make the game play more strategic in hopes of making the game more fun for a specific
demographic of game players.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date
of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of Meyers with the teachings of Noguchi in order
to allow additional commands using player selected cards during a game battle in doing so would make
the game play more strategic in hopes of making the game more fun for a specific demographic of game

players.

Claims 4. Meyer discloses wherein the third battle condition is a condition for

giving a reward to the player (178-85, 87-91 discloses improving skill level).

Claims 5, 19, and 28. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches wherein an attack strength
against at least one opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an
attack strength against at least one opponent character under the first battle condition (see
Meyers 945 and 46, and see Noguchi 948, 52-60, 74, and 78 during a continued battle yet a

different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy character).
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Claims 6 and 20. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches wherein the parameter comprises
an attack strength and a life force (see Meyers 960, and see Noguchi 948, 52-60, and 77

discloses level of effect and damage).

Claims 7, 16, and 25. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle condition is dependent
on a battle result of the first term (178-85 and 87-91 discloses skill level where the increase in a
skill level depends on how player characters performed in previous game battles in this case

while in the first location or in during the first event).

Claims 8, 18, and 27. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle condition is
dependent on an attack status in the first term (978-85 and 87-91 discloses skill level
where the increase in a skill level depends on how player characters performed in

previous game battles in this case while in the first location or in during the first event).

Claims 9. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a

reward to the player (178-85, 87-91 discloses improving skill level).

Claims 11. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step (Noguchi 930-32 and 41-46 discloses card
selection);

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game (Noguchi Fig. 2 element
15, and 9126 status information such health points of game characters) and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element (see Meyers 60, and see Noguchi

9148, 52-60, and 77 discloses level of effect and damage);
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wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the
player card selection step (see Meyers 9160, and see Noguchi 948, 52-60, and 77 discloses level

of effect and damage).

Claims 12, 21, and 29. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches wherein the rendition
processing unit is configured to, during at least one of the set of:

conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the first term,
conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the second term, and (as
required by claim 21) conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the
third term (Meyers 945 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified
according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parameters related to
fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonus effects on the abilities
are interpreted as battle conditions), perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection step (Noguchi 930-32 and 41-46 discloses card
selection);

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group
comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters (Noguchi Fig. 2, and 926
discloses a plurality of game characters; and Meyers 9111-119 discloses formation of game
characters); and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player (Meyers 9111-119
in view of Noguchi Fig. 2, and 926 such that characters abilities within the group are modified
accordingly);

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player

character in the player group and the at least one of the set of:
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(as required by claim 21) the opponent character appearing in the first term, the
opponent character appearing in the second term, and the opponent character appearing in the
third term (9145 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified
according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parameters related to
fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonus effects on the abilities
are interpreted as battle conditions); and

(as required by claims 21 and 29) wherein the rendition processing unit is further
configured to maintain, on the game screen, an interface gauge element during the battle game
(Noguchi Fig. 2 element 15, and 9126 status information such health points of game characters),
and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the
interface gauge element takes place after the player card selection is received (see Meyers 60,

and see Noguchi 148, 52-60, and 77 discloses level of effect and damage).

14. Claims 10, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over US Pub.
20040143852 to Meyers in view of US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchi et al (Noguchi) as applied to claims

19 and 26 above, and further in view of US Pub. 20130288794 to Ando et al (Ando).

Claims 10, 17, and 26. Meyers discloses wherein a start timing and an end timing of each
of the first term and the second term (1145, 46, and 109 discloses various times, temporarily, and
duration which are also interpreted as terms as related to timing of gaming events).

However, Meyers fails to explicitly disclose wherein a start timing and an end timing of

each of the first term and the second term are determined based on a start timing of the battle

game (emphasis added).
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Ando teaches timings are determined based on a start timing of the battle game (5 and
11 discloses a timer related to an Active Battle System which is based on start of battle game).
The gaming system of Meyers in view of Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of
Ando in order to have different times when players can make game commands which would add
to strategic play of the game such as timing when to make specific game commands at the most
effective time.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art before the effective
filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of Meyers in view of Noguchi
with the teachings of Ando in order to have different times when players can make game
commands which would add to strategic play of the game such as timing when to make specific

game commands.

Double Patenting
15. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded
in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise
extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple
assignees. A nonstatutory double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not
identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference
claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious
over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); Inre
Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed.
Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164

USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).
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A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may be used to
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory double patenting provided the
reference application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with the examined application,
or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research
agreement. See MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file
provisions of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §§ 706.02(1)(1) - 706.02(1)(3) for
applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA. A terminal
disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(b).

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be used. Please visit
www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. The filing date of the application in which the form is filed
determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26, PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A
web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal
Disclaimer that meets all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission.
For more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to
www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-l.jsp.

16. Claims 1-10, 13-20, and 22-30 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 19-38 of copending Application No. 14631221 (reference
application). Although the claims at issue are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each
other because the instant application recites the same concept (specifically limitations) relating to a
computing game system to provide a battle card game including a game screen with different fields for
virtual cards and conducting a battle, different terms (1-3) having different battle conditions, and a
parameter based on card selection.

This is a provisional nonstatutory double patenting rejection because the patentably indistinct

claims have not in fact been patented.
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Conclusion

17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to DAMON J PIERCE whose telephone number is (571)270-1997. The examiner can
normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm.

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a
USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use
the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/DAMON J PIERCE/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date:

06/19/2019 16/445,642 ~ cpu: 3715
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
U.S. Patent Application
No: Unassigned
U.S. Filing Date: June 19, 2019 Group Art Unit: Unassigned
Applicant: GREE, Inc. Examiner: Unassigned
Attorney Docket: 9850001COA
For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
June 19, 2019
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir:

It is respectfully requested that the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08a
forms be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent
application. Copies of the listed references were cited and/or filed in prior parent application
Serial No. 14/631,221 filed February 25, 2015. Submission of the present Information
Disclosure Statement should not be taken as an admission that the cited references are legally
available prior art or that the same are pertinent or material.

Respectfully submitted,
[Timothy J. Maier/
Timothy J. Maier
Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 51,986
Customer Number: 62008
Maier & Maier, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-740-8322
/DBMON J PIERCE/
07/28/2019
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Receipt date:

Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed

06/18/2019

16/445,642 ~ GAU: 3715
PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

Filing Date P019-06-19
First Named Inventor ‘I(oichi SUZUKI
Art Unit | 18D
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
. N . L . Pages,Columns,Lines where
Examiner| . Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
I Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document .
Figures Appear
/D.3.B/ 1 0070066403 A1l PO07-03-22 ONKWRIGHT, GEORGE C.
B.J.R/ 2 20130344940 A1 P013-12-26 URABAYASHI, SHUICHI et al.
/D.3.p/ 3 20070265046 A1 PO07-11-15 ATO, YASUHIRO
/D.I.R/ |4 20140213356 A1l P014-07-31 'WANO, HIROAKI et al.
/D.J.p/ |5 20050054402 A1 P005-03-10 OGUCHI, SHINJI et al.
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445% 642 ~ apu: 371

Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uni
L nit |TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

/D.J.B/ |6 0080254849 Al D008-10-16 OMURA, TETSUYA et al.
b .5.p/ 7 00140295973 A1 D014-10-02 NAGAWA, MASATOSHI et al.
D.J.P/ |g 0040143852 Al D004-07-22 EYERS, PHILIP G.

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Applicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2j Code?| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document -
Figures Appear
D.I.p ey KONAMI DIGITAL Cited in Specification;
ak p013244126 P A 20131209 ENTERTAINMENT Abstract attached

Cited in the JPOA dated
/D.5.®/ ) D003-123089 P A 2003-04-25 |Konami Co., Ltd. 04/21/2015; English
abstract provided

Cited in the JPOA dated
September 8, 2015;
‘'D.J.9/ |3 P015-157002 P A 2015-09-03 |[Gree, Inc. English abstract of
corresponding US
2015/238862A1

Cited in the JPOA dated
D.J.B/ |4 P001-129254 P A 2001-05-15 KONAMI CO., LTD. April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated
5 014-226408 P A 2014-12-08 DNA KK April 4, 2017; English
/b.T.»/ abstract provided.

The reference provided

6 |poo2-301264 ip A |2002-10-15 |[BEGA CORPORATION | hereinis based ona
/ID.J.2/ concurrent in a foreign

jurisdiction.

EFS Web 2.1.18

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 255



aceipt date:

06/19/2019 16/44% . 642 ~ @GAU: 371
Application Number
Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT  —— — 7o
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
. 3.0/ 7 P005-034276 P A 2005-02-10 NAMCO LTD Cited in NPL Cite No. 16| X
The references provided
/D.J3.p/ herein are based on a
8 P008-113858 P A 2008-05-22 ARUZE CORP. concurrent proceeding | [X]
in a foreign jurisdiction;
machine-generated
The references prowde?
herein are based on a
9 P006-014956 P A 2006-01-19 ARUZE CORP. concurrent proceeding | [X]
D.J.®/ in a foreign jurisdiction;
machine-generated

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite S - . )
e (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No . - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
D.J.®/ 1 Papanese Office Action dated April 21, 2015, in connection with JP Application No. 2014-034003 (7 pgs). pd
2 Papanese Office Aclion dated September 8, 2015, in conneclion with corresponding JP Application No. 2015-158515 El
/p.3.®/ 7 pgs, including English translation)
D.J.P/ |3 Official Decision of Refusal of corresponding JP2015-158515 dated January 19, 2016. 5 pgs. &
D.J.p/ Papanese Office Aclion dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10
.J.P/ |4 jese X . : X
bgs., including English translation).
5 [QBIST Inc., The PlayStation2 BOOKS Iron Fist 5 PERFECT GUIDE, Softbank Publishing Inc., June 30, 2005, Second D
D.J.B/ Edition, p. 27 (4 pgs.).
6 Studio BentStuff Co., Lid., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March 6, 2007, First Edition, p. D
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Raeceipt date: 06/19/2019 16/44% . 642 ~ @GAU: 371
Application Number
Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT | 780
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
p.3.2/ |7 |Japanese Office Action dated August 15, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (8 Xl
U bgs., including English translation).
8  Ruvopuye-Tetris-Manuallpages-1-20-SEGA-CORRORATION Rublished:-Fobmial 252044 -
& S HES -
o 1
6 7
ished: Qcloher 28
" Tpooo L
47 o 000 j—
= v N | -
417 L1
~ |
14 'Japan Football Association Homepage, "V-goal system™, Japan Football Association, Published: September 21, 2017 |:|
SOCCERRUES & ReT
15 December 20, 2001 D
/D.J.8/ 16 Dffice Action issued on May 22, 2018 in corresponding Japanese Application No. 2018-025731; 13 pages. X
17 KYU; Dragon's Shadow; BoomApp Games; [online] URL; http://boom-app.com/etry/dragons-shadow-event02; June 3, |:|
/DLJ.p/ P013; search on May 7, 2018; 7 pages.
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Raeceipt date: 06/19/2019 16/44% . 642 ~ @GAU: 371
Application Number
Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT | 780
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
D.J.%/ |18 [GPARA.COM; GREE "Tanken Driland", The 2nd Guilde Battle Event "Guild League"; [online] URL; http/fwww gpara. |:|
bom/infosiview/3235; June 27, 2013; search on May 7, 2018; 4 pages.
19 IJapanese fi Ilng of opposmons to grant of patenl daled June 14, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. o
<Y ||patent No. 6043844 © pgs) L
21 Papanese Notice of Reasons for Revocation of a Patent dated October 4, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case Xl
/p.7.B/ No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (4 pgs., including English translation).
22 llapanese ertten Oplnlon dated December 1, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP m
23 Papanese Notice of Reasons for Revocation of a Patent dated January 15, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition zl
/D.T.p/ [Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (22 pgs., including English translation).
Pof =
2 Patent No 6043844 (2 pgs. ) L
=% |fPatent No. 6043844 (20 pgs.). (.
N apanese Description of Evidence dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of | —
Patent NO. 6043844 {2 pgs. ). =
s nese- ' G 1 =
[Case No 2017 700609 of JP Patent No 6043844 (1 pgs )
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aceipt date:

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

06/19/2019 16/445% 642 ~ apu: 371

Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TBD

Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

/.

Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 {16 pgs.).

4l

J.P/

30

Papanese Decision on Patent Opposition dated June 19, 2018, received on July 3, 2018, in connection with JP
[Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (26 pgs., including English translation).

TIPS

31

Papanese Omihara watersweight fight - fighting cap (web page) dated October 24, 2013 (search on May 11, 2017), in
Fonnection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (108 pgs., including a partial English
ranslation). hittp://seesaawiki.jpffantasica/d/%C2%E7%B3%A4%B8%B6%BF%E5%BE%ES%C0%EF

32

apanese [Exclusive Information] Finally "Dolly" to Famitsu App (web page) dated August 22, 2012 {saved on August
7, 2012, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No.
043844 (11 pgs., including partial English translation). http://web archive org/web/20120827001459/http-/fapp.
amitsu.com:80/20120822_84305/

D.JI.P/

33

IJapanese {Dr. X Department) Dedicated to beginners! Explanation about "Drago Leagues” (Capture 4th Baron Masarl
Hen} (web page) dated March 25, 2013 (saved on March 27, 2013, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP
[Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (19 pgs., including partial English translation). http://
veb.archive.orgiweb/20130327024836/https://app.famitsu.com/20130325_143480/

/BD.r.e/

34

Enterbrain Inc., "Great collision guardian break”, Weekly Famitsu {(Famitsu mobage) (web page) dated January 10,
013, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (5pgs., including partial
English translation).

b.J.8/

[Great clash! Guardian Break Characteristic Event Bonus Game Strategy Information (GREE Mobage - Other), dated
[October 21, 2012 (search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No
p043844 (7 pgs., including partial English translation). http:/barbarossa’_doorblog jp/archives/19185151 html

D.J.®/

36

Ixion Saaga" Posted a Tactical Battle Test play report. What is the evaluation of the newly added online matchup
'base battle” (Crush or Build)? (web page) dated June 6, 2012 (saved on June 5, 2012, search on May 31, 2017}, in
Fonnection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (23 pgs., including partial English
ranslation.). https:/fweb.archive.org/wab/20120605172904/http-fiwww 4gamer.nel:80/games/136/
(5013604/20120601030/

D.J.B/

37

'State-of-the-art online action RPG C9 (Continent of the Ninth) Pmang Official Site Game Guide (web page) dated
Beptember 1, 2013 (saved on September 1, 2013, search on May 31, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case
No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (25 pgs., including partial English translation). https://web archive org/
wveb/201309012357 16/http:/c9 pmang jp/game_guides/266

28,

[5zbrain Inc. "Dellverlng agame gwde of Slmulatlon RPG" Strlklng Fantasy "that marveled 4 million people
unrlrlunrlol" | mr d »

[

PP R ataYal

39

TarTar, ik

Lonnection with JP Opposmon Case No 2017 7(}0609 of JP Patenl No 6043844 (3 pgs ).-’
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seeipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445% 642 ~ apu: 371

Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uni
L nit |TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

U

0l

A1

]

P

T

Gl

4.3,

H

44

COURIOF (LT |:|

45

1

46

a1

A8

(]

N Manual March262 09 (24 pgs.). ]

50 ITsubasa YAMAMOTO, A Repon on the configuration of Yu-Gi-Oh 5D's, submitted May 21, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO |:|
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sceipt date: 06/18/2019

16/445% 642 ~ apu: 371

Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT - 7o
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature /DAMON I PIERCE/

Date Considered ‘

07/28/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.
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seeipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445% 642 ~ apu: 371

Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘ Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Art Unit TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) n |

Examiner Name ‘ TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature [Timothy J. Maier/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 06/18/2019 16/445,642 - caU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMS I IND CLAIMSl
16/445,642 06/19/2019 3715 3180 09850001COA 30 4
CONFIRMATION NO. 9486
62008 FILING RECEIPT

545 South patrch So 0 A

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
Date Mailed: 06/25/2019

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)

Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Applicant(s)

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Assignment For Published Patent Application

GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 62008

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 14/631,221 02/25/2015

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

page 1 of 3
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/21/2019

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/445,642

Projected Publication Date: 10/03/2019
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

Preliminary Class
463
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/445,642
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
e N/A N/A N/A N/A 300
SEARCH FEE
o e ) N/A N/A N/A N/A 660
EXAMINATION FEE
T FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 760
TOTAL CLAIMS ' *
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 30 minus 20= 10 OR [x 100 1000
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
D 4 minuss - 1 x 460 460
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL 3180
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i w =
> 37 CFg ?.15(\)) Minus = OR |«x
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = OR X
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE®) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
w Total . Minus A = =
= (37 CFg ?.15(\)) OR |x
% Independent * Minus | *** = _ OR .
w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) B
E: Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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oo UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486
62008 7590 06/25/2019 |

EXAMINER |
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC

345 South Patrick Street
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3715
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
06/25/2019 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

patent@maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi
Decision Granting Request for
Prioritized Examination (Track /) |Examiner Art Unit AIA (FITF) Status
BRIAN W BROWN OPET Yes

THE REQUEST FILED 19 June 2019 IS GRANTED .

The above-identified application has met the requirements for prioritized examination
A. for an original nonprovisional application (Track I).
B. (J for an application undergoing continued examination (RCE).

The above-identified application will undergo prioritized examination. The application will be
accorded special status throughout its entire course of prosecution until one of the following occurs:

A. filing a petition for extension of time to extend the time period for filing a reply;

B. filing an ame ppli
claims, more Ihan thlrly !QI& glalmg ora muItlpIe dependent clalm

filing a request for continued examination ;
filing a notice of appeal;

filing a request for suspension of action;
mailing of a notice of allowance;

mailing of a final Office action;

I o mmoO o

completion of examination as defined in 37 CFR 41.102; or

I abandonment of the application.

Telephone inquiries with regard to this decision should be directed to BRIAN BROWN at (5671)272-5338.

In his/her absence, calls may be directed to Petition Help Desk at (571) 272-3282.

/BRIAN W BROWN/
Petitions Examiner, OPET

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-2298 (Rev. 02-2012)
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PTO/AIA/15 (10-17)

Approved for use through 11/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

UTILITY Attorney Docket No. 09850001 COA N

PATENT APPLICATION First Named Inventor KO|Ch| SUZUK'
TRA N S M ITTA L Tlt/e GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUT ER-READ]

-

Priority Mail Express®
\ {Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) Label No. j
APPLICATION ELEMENTS Commissioner for Patents
See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. ADDRESS TO P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
1.[ ] Fee Transmittal Form ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PAPERS

(PTO/SB/17 or equivalent)

2. |:| Applicant asserts small entity status. 10. I:I Assignment Papers
See 37 CFR 1.27 (cover sheet & document(s))

Name of Assignee

3. D Applicant certifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.
Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/15A or B or equivalent.

4, Specification [Total Pages 25 ] 11. I:‘ 37 CFR 3.73(c) Statement Power of Attorney
Both the claims and abstract must start on a new page. (when there is an assignee)
(See MPEP § 608.01(a} for information on the preferred arrangement) 12. I:' English Translation Document
5.[“] Drawing(s) (35 U.S.C.113)  [Total Sheets 7 ] (if applicable)
6. Inventor’s Oath or Declaration [Total Pages 3 ] 13. Information Disclosure Statement
(including substitute statements under 37 CFR 1.64 and assignments (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449)
serving as an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63(e)) I:‘ Copies of citations attached
a. D Newly executed (original or copy) 14, I:‘ Preliminary Amendment
bA A copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)) 15, I:‘ Return Receipt Postcard
7. Application Data Sheet  * See note below. (MPEP § 503) (Should be specifically itemized)
See 37 CFR 1.76 (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent) 16. I:' Certified Copy of Priority Document(s})
8. CD-ROM or CD-R (if foreign priority is claimed)
in duplicate, large table, or Computer Program (Appendix) 17. I:l Nonpublication Request

|:| Landscape Table on CD Under 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35

9. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission or equivalent.

(if applicable, items a. — c. are required) 18. Other: |DS-Statement

a D Computer Readab|e Form (CRF) CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e)

b‘|:| Specification Sequence Listing on:
i. |:| CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or
ii‘|:| Paper

[ |:| Statements verifying identity of above copies

*Note: (1) Benefit claims under 37 CFR 1.78 and foreign priority claims under 1.55 must be included in an Application Data Sheet (ADS).
(2) For applications filed under 35 U.S.C. 111, the application must contain an ADS specifying the applicant if the applicant is an
assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary
interest in the matter. See 37 CFR 1.46(b).

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

The address associated with Customer Number; 62008 OR |:| Correspondence address below
Name
Address
City State Zip Code
Country Telephone Email
o - - <
signature | /Timothy J. Maier/ Date June 19, 2019
Name . . Registration No.
\_(Print/Type) TImOthy J Maler (Attorney/Agent) 51 ’986 )

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.53(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {(and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination
of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that
agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs,
under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine
use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an
application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 271



PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

Title of Invention MEDIUM

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Cffice in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Crder pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

R
Inventor ‘1

Legal Name
Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
| [] [oioni | Buzuki | [
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency e Non US Residency Active US Military Service
City ‘Fokyo |‘Country of Residence | ‘IIIP |

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 t/o GREE, Inc.

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

City ‘ Il'okyo I State/Province | |
Postal Code | [106-6112 | Countryi | P

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.

For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number 52008

Email Address patent@maierandmaier.com | | AddEmail | [Remove Email
Application Information:

Title of the Invention ECORDING MEDIUM

Attorney Docket Number| 09850001COA Small Entity Status Claimed [ |

Application Type Nonprovisional -

Subject Matter tility -

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 7 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. . Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

Title of Invention MEDIUM

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.5.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of afiling date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previously Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Publication Information:

[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Req uest Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

] 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application {see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: ® Customer Number US Patent Practitioner | (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)
Customer Number 52008

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status | Pending - Remove
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
Continuation of ~] 14631221 R015-02-25

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form

by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

" . GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the FDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g){1).

Remove

Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable)
po14-034003 e po14-02-25
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and {2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

Title of Invention MEDIUM

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX)} - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {(opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (Eurcpean Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

Title of Invention MEDIUM

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant |1

If the applicant is the inventor {or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this secticn is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {(assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or perscn who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

® Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.8.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

R

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Crganization check here. X

Organization Name GREE, Inc.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 -10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

Address 2

City okyo State/Province

Countryl | P Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

Title of Invention MEDIUM

Assignee (1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information™ section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. X
Organization Name GREE. Inc.
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:
Address 1 5-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
Address 2
City ‘ Irokyo State/Province
Countryi | lIP Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number
Email Address
Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by o

selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or assaciation). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature |fTimothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| P019-06-19
First Name 'Timothy Last Name ‘ Naier Registration Number 1,986
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

L Attorney Docket Number
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

09850001COA

Application Number

Title of Invention MEDIUM

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTQO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1674 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission cf the attached form related tc a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.5.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/cr examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1 Theinformation on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3 Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.5.C.
552a(m).

5. Arecordrelated to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

6.  Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.5.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.5.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the G5A regulations governing inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or Commerce)} directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8.  Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enfcrcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc Code: TRACK1.REQ

Document Description: TrackOne Request
PTO/AIA/424 (04-14)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e) (Page 1 of 1)

First Named . . Nonprovisional Application Number (if
Inventor: K0|Ch| SUZUK' known):
Et:gn(:ifon: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION FOR
THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

1. The processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1) and the prioritized examination fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(c) have been filed with the request. The publication fee requirement is met
because that fee, set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d), is currently $0. The basic filing fee, search fee,
and examination fee are filed with the request or have been already been paid. | understand
that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must be paid for the application.

2. | understand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four
independent claims, more than thirty total claims, or any multiple dependent claims, and that
any request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding Track | request to be dismissed.

3. The applicable box is checked below:

1. [v] Original Application (Track One) - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(1)

i. (a) The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web.
---OR---
(b) The application is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the plant application in paper.

ii. An executed inventor’s oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63 or 37 CFR 1.64 for each
inventor, or the application data sheet meeting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i) is
filed with the application.

II. [ ] Request for Continued Examination - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(2)

i. A request for continued examination has been filed with, or prior to, this form.

ii. If the application is a utility application, this certification and request is being filed via EFS-Web.

iii. The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), oris
a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371.

iv. This certification and request is being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive
to the request for continued examination.

v. No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status
under 37 CFR 1.102(e)(2).

signare’/ 11MoOtHY J. Maier/ saedune 19,2019
mimype 1 IMOthy J. Maier Practioner nper D 1,986

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications.
Submit multiple forms if more than one signature is required.*

D *Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of
the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2)
furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or
patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the
application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. Avrecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from
the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arrecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of
44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing
inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such
disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record
was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which
application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued
patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc Code: PA..
PTO/AIA/82A (07-13)

Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B) to identify the application to which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is
directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

Application Number

Filing Date June 19, 2019
Koichi SUZUKI

First Named Inventor

Title GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

Art Unit

Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA
SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner
Signature /Timothy J. Maier/ oee @ven® | June 19, 2019

Name Timothy J. Maier Registration | 51,086
Number

Title (if Applicant is a
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity)

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If
more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

*Total of __1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No.
14/631,221, filed February 25, 2015, entitled “GAME CONTROL METHOD,
SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM,” which claims benefit of priority to Japanese Patent Application No.
2014-034003 filed February 25, 2014, the entire contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference.

FIELD
[0002] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a game
control method, a system, and a non-transitory computer-readable recording

medium for providing client devices with a battle game over a network.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In recent years, online game services provided to client devices by a
server device over a communication network have grown popular, and many game
titles have been released on multiple platforms. These games are available in a
variety of types and categories. Among such games, social games that allow
multiple players to participate in the same game are especially booming.

[0004] One type of social game that has been proposed is a game in which a
group (i.e. a guild) is formed whose members are characters each controlled by a
player. The group then battles monster characters or the like (for example, JP2013-
244126). Besides a “guild”, such a group may be referred to as a “party”, “team”,
“community”, or the like depending on the game.

[0005] Recently, games with a function to allow groups of players to battle each
other have been proposed. This function is particularly referred to as “Guild vs
Guild”, abbreviated as “GvG”. In GvG, a predetermined time slot within a day is
set, such as one hour from 20:00 to 21:00 (a shorter time slot being 30 minutes, and
a longer time slot being two hours). The assembled groups then battle during this

time slot (e.g. a “guild battle”). In some games, a plurality of time slots is set for
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holding a group battle.

[0006] A group battle during a predetermined time slot (i.e. a time slot group
battle) is, for example, held as follows. One way is for a player who has entry
authority, such as the master who is the leader of the group or the junior master who
is the sub-leader, to enter the battle by selecting a predetermined time slot from
among a plurality of set battle time slots. The group can thus participate in the group
battle. Another way is for all groups to be randomly combined in time slots set in
advance (such as one battle in the afternoon and another in the evening), with battles
proceeding in accordance with the arbitrary combinations.

[0007] There is also a variety of types of battles. Examples include determining
victory based on the total number of times characters of the opponent group are
defeated, determining victory based on whether all of the participating characters
in the opponent group are eliminated, and determining victory based on the amount
of points, with a large number of points being awarded for defeating the boss of the

opponent group.

SUMMARY

[0008] In a time slot group battle, the participation rate of group members in the
battle tends to increase in the last half of the time slot. One reason is that players
intentionally concentrate their attacks near the end of the time slot. This strategy
does not provide the opponent time to counterattack and allows for an effective
attack by augmenting the attack strength through consecutive attacks by multiple
players in a short period of time in the last half (i.e. a combo). Another reason is
that subduing the boss in the last half earns a high number of points, whereas even
if players actively participate in the battle and attack the enemy in the first half,
they may easily suffer a reverse in the last half. Other reasons include how limits
are often placed on the number of attacks in the group battle, the battle points
provided at the start of the battle, and the like, so that if players actively participate
in the first half, they may use up their battle points, i.e. run out of ammo, in the last
half and be unable to attack.

[0009] The game provider, however, wants players to participate actively in the
battle throughout the entire time set for the group battle and to enjoy the game

during the entire set time.

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 286



10

15

20

30

09850001COA
-3 -

[0010] Another issue is that groups include players ranging from experienced
game players to beginners with a low level and attack strength who have just started
the game. Time slot group battles, however, are often not divided up by level, as is
a battle with a strong enemy (raid boss) that appears during a quest. Hence, a battle
may be fought with opponents having vastly dissimilar attack strengths. In this case,
beginners not experienced with the game cannot fully understand effective attacks,
such as combos, or the “unwritten rules” of an experienced group such as the timing
within the guild for attacks. Beginners may therefore be unsuccessful. As a result,
beginners may end up passively participating in a group battle. Under these
circumstances, is therefore preferable to provide a game that allows players with a
wide range of levels to enjoy a time slot group battle without regard for level.
[0011] Embodiments of the present disclosure have been conceived in light of
these circumstances and provides a game control method, a system, and a non-
transitory computer-readable recording medium that allow a wide range of players
to enjoy a group battle without regard for difference in level, degree of attack
strength, or the like and that, in a group battle limited to a time slot, improve the
participation rate throughout the set time slot.

[0012] A game control method according to an exemplary aspect of the present
disclosure can include the steps of: (a) dividing a battle time into a plurality of time
slots in a battle game between groups with a battle time managing unit stored in a
memory, the battle time managing unit further comprising a timer, and members of
a group being characters stored in the memory, each character controlled by a player
via a client device sending requests to a server; (b) setting a battle condition of at
least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots with a battle condition
changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of a second time slot
in the plurality of time slots based on data from a battle condition extraction unit in
the memory and a target changing unit in the memory; and (c) conducting the battle
game on the server by a battle rendering unit in the memory based on the battle
condition whereby at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is
different from the second time slot in the plurality of time slots.

[0013] According to exemplary embodiments, a battle game played in a
predetermined time slot is divided into a plurality of time slots, such as a first

portion, middle portion, and last portion, and a battle condition is changed in at
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least one of the subdivided time slots. By dividing the time slot of the battle game
into a plurality of time slots and setting the battle condition for each time slot, a
battle game that has conventionally been played under certain rules can be changed
during the set time. In particular, by setting a battle condition that is advantageous
for a certain target and by changing the battle condition in the time slot for the first
half, for example, in which the participation rate in the time slot battle game is not
high, an increase in the participation rate of characters throughout the time slots
can be expected. Furthermore, circumstances that allow beginners to enjoy the battle
can be created by setting the battle conditions for example to increase the attack
strength of low-level characters, which correspond to beginners, and to favor
beginners in the first half in which the participation rate in the battle is not very
high.

[0014] The exemplary embodiments can provide a game control method, a
system, and a non-transitory computer-readable recording and/or storage medium
that allow a wide range of players to enjoy a group battle without regard for
difference in level, degree of attack strength, or the like and that improve the

participation rate in a group battle throughout the set time slot.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
[0015] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be further
described below with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the network structure of a game system according to the
present embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a server device according
to the present embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a client device according
to the present embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a game screen according to the present
embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram illustrating the structure of battle
processing according to the present embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating time management of a group battle

according to the present embodiment;
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FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are conceptual diagrams illustrating examples of battle
conditions and targets of change in a group battle according to the present
embodiment; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating battle processing according to the present

embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] The following describes an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure (the present embodiment) with reference to the drawings.

[0017]

FIG. 1 illustrates the network structure of a game system 100 according to the
exemplary embodiment. The game system 100 includes a server device 10 that
provides a battle game service to a plurality of client devices 30 over a network 20.
The server device 10 is a network node having a function to provide the battle game
service and is, for example, configured using a host computer with high computing
power. The server device 10 is not, however, limited to this example and may be
configured using a general-purpose communication terminal device. The client
device 30 is a network node having a function to receive provision of the battle
game service and 1is, for example, configured using a general-purpose
communication terminal device. In the present disclosure, the network node that
provides the battle game service is referred to as the “server device”, and the
network node that receives provision of the battle game service is referred to as the
“client device”, regardless of computing power. The online game service is provided
by the server device 10 responding to a request from the client device 30.

[0018] The host computer constituting the server device 10 need not be only one
computer and may be configured using a plurality of computers distributed over the
network 20. Furthermore, the general-purpose communication terminal device
constituting the server device 10 or the client device 30 also refers to a desktop
computer, a notebook computer, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, and a mobile
phone. The mobile phone may, for example, be a handheld mobile terminal such as
PDC (Personal Digital Cellular), PCS (Personal Communication System), GSM®
(Global System for Mobile communications), PHS (Personal Handy phone System),

PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), or the like, capable of data communication under
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a standard such as W-CDMA (Wideband Code Division Multiple Access), CDMA-
2000 (Code Division Multiple Access-2000), IMT-2000 (International Mobile
Telecommunication-2000), Wibro (Wireless Broadband Internet), or the like. The
network 20 is a communication network combining wired networks (such as a LAN
(Local Area Network), WAN (Wide Area Network), or VAN (Value Added
Network)) and wireless networks (such as a mobile communication network,
satellite communication network, Bluetooth, WiFi (Wireless Fidelity), or HSDPA
(High Speed Downlink Packet Access)), and the like. Between the server device 10
and the client devices 30 there may be provided a gateway server that converts the
communication protocol between these devices.

[0019] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the server device
10 according to the present embodiment. The server device 10 includes a processor
11, a communication interface 12, and a memory resource 13. The processor 11 is
formed by an arithmetic logic unit, which performs arithmetic operations, logic
operations, bit operations, and the like; various registers (program counter, data
register, instruction register, general-purpose register, and the like); and a timer.
The processor 11 decodes and executes a computer program 40 stored in the memory
resource 13 and responds to requests from the plurality of client devices 30.
[0020] The computer program 40 is a program for executing game processing in
response to requests from the plurality of client devices 30 and includes a plurality
of software modules that are called and executed within a main program. Such
software modules are each modularized subprograms for executing particular
processing (processing for game operations, image display, communication, and the
like) and are created using, for example, procedures, subroutines, methods,
functions, data structures, and the like. A module is a unit that can be compiled
independently.

[0021] As one such modularized subprogram, the computer program 40 includes
a rendition processing module 50 provided with the function of the battle processing
unit 60 (described below) that executes rendition processing for a battle between
groups. In addition to the battle processing unit 60, in accordance with game
specifications, the rendition processing module 50 for example includes functions
such as a quest processing unit 51 that implements a quest, which is a search game,

a gacha processing unit 52 that executes processing for a gacha (dispensing items
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that are part of a set), a integrating unit 53 that combines cards, and a secondary
battle processing unit 54 that executes processing to battle an enemy character other
than in the main battle, such as a raid boss that appears during a quest. The battle
processing unit 60 is described in detail below, whereas details on the other
processing units 51 to 54 are omitted, since these units are not specific to the
exemplary embodiment.

[0022] The memory resource (memory unit) 13 stores parameters 70 for each
character. Examples of the parameters 70 include a variable related to the attack
strength of the character (specifically, a variable that conforms to changes in the
character’s “attack points” or the like), “skill types” listed on cards (described in
detail below) used when attacking a character in the opponent group during a battle
between groups, or particular “items” related to skills, and “attributes” of items or
cards, yet the parameters 70 are not limited to these examples.

[0023] For example, a variable related to “defense points” or the like may be
included, as may a variable indicating a “reward” obtained in the battle game. The
value concept behind the reward is that a higher value yields a greater advantage
against an opponent as the battle game progresses. The reward may, for example,
be currency used to purchase an item within the game, an item that increases the
character’s attack strength, an item that heals the character’s stamina or damage, or
points that are added by inflicting damage on an enemy character. The reward may
also have a value tradable between characters. Furthermore, the parameters 70 may
include a variable indicating the length of time since the day the player participated
in a battle game.

[0024] The memory resource 13 is, for example, a logical device that provides
a memory area of a physical device (for example, a computer-readable recording
and/or storage medium such as a disk drive, semiconductor memory, or the like). A
plurality of physical devices may be mapped onto one logical device, or one
physical device may be mapped onto a plurality of logical devices. Data, logs, and
the like indicating the access history, play conditions, game progress status, and the
like of each client device 30 are stored in the memory resource 13. The
communication interface 12 is a hardware module for connecting to the client
devices 30 over the network 20, such as an ISDN modem, ADSL modem, cable

modem, or the like.
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[0025] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the client device
30 according to the exemplary embodiment. The client device 30 includes a
processor 31, an audio output device 32, a communication interface 33, a memory
resource 34, an input device 35, and a display device 36. The processor 31 is formed
by an arithmetic logic unit, various registers (program counter, data register,
instruction register, general-purpose register, and the like), and a timer. The
processor 31 decodes and executes a computer program 80 stored in the memory
resource 34, transmits a request to the server device 10 in accordance with operation
information input into the input device 35, and receives a response from the server
device 10. The computer program 80 is an application program for connecting to
the server device 10 and receiving provision of the battle game service. This
application program can be distributed over the network 20 by the server device 10.
[0026] The memory resource 34 is a logical device that provides a memory area
of a physical device (for example, a computer-readable recording and/or storage
medium such as a disk drive, semiconductor memory, or the like) and also stores
operating system programs, driver programs, various data, and the like used for
processing by the client device 30.

[0027] Examples of driver programs include an input device driver program for
controlling the input device 35 and output device driver programs for controlling
the audio output device 32 and the display device 36. Examples of the various data
include image data for objects, backgrounds, and the like that appear in the game
screens.

[0028] The audio output device 32 is, for example, a sound player that can
reproduce sound data such as game sound effects. The communication interface 33
provides a connection interface with the server device 10 and is configured using a
wireless communication interface or a wired communication interface.

[0029] The input device 35 provides an interface that receives input operations
from the player and is, for example, a touch panel, keyboard, mouse, or the like.
The display device 36 provides a player with an image display interface for game
screens or the like and is, for example, an organic EL display, liquid crystal display,
CRT display, or the like.

[0030] When the player logs into the game service of the server device 10 by

operating the input device 35 to input authentication information (an ID, password,
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or the like), a personalized screen associated with the player’s authentication
information is displayed on the display device 36.

[0031] On the personalized screen, a menu screen related to the group to which
an individual player belongs is displayed. A “group” can be a virtual collection
whose members are characters each controlled by a player via the client device 30.
Such groups may be created and established for each game title or may be common
to a plurality of game titles. In the field of social games, a group established for

9 e LERNTS

such a purpose is also referred to as a “guild”, “party”, “team”, “community”, or
the like. A character can refer to a virtual object that obeys a player’s instructions
and acts in a virtual space on the player’s behalf.

[0032] A character controlled by a player with experience participating in the
game service provided by the server device 10 belongs to a group as a general rule,
and the character’s history is associated with the authentication information for the
player and stored in the memory resource 13 of the server device 10. An editing
menu screen related to the group is displayed on the display device 36 based on this
history.

[0033] On the other hand, the character controlled by a player participating in
the game service provided by the server device 10 for the first time does not belong
to a particular group as a general rule, and therefore a menu screen belonging to
any group (for example, a screen to search for a group or to establish a new group)
is displayed on the display device 36. After the group to which the player belongs
is determined or selected and the player selects to participate in the game service,
a screen for a game event underway at that point in time is displayed on the display
device 36.

[0034] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a game screen 200 according to the
exemplary embodiment. The game screen 200 includes an event field 201 and a
palette 202. The event field 201 is a virtual field on which the battle game
progresses between groups 300 and 400. Characters 301, 302, and 303 belonging to
one group 300 and characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the other group 400
are displayed in the event field 201.

[0035]  The battle between groups is referred to as a “guild war” or “guild battle”,
or as “GvG” in reference to the initial letter of the word “guild”. While

communicating with each other, characters belonging to the same group attack
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opponent characters belonging to the opponent group.

[0036] The palette 202 is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be
used when each character attacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a
stack of virtual cards, and a plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the
deck 600 are displayed on the palette 202. A display (an illustration or letter)
indicating the type of skill and a particular item related to the skill are depicted on
each card. Attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack), defense
points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the
like) are set for each card.

[0037] Each player flips over the cards 601, 602, and 603 from the deck 600 and
attacks the opponent character in accordance with the combination of the skills,
attack points, specific items, defense points, and the like displayed on the cards 601,
602, and 603. The damage inflicted on the opponent character and the damage the
player sustains are then calculated.

[0038] The gauge 501 indicates the number of times that characters 301, 302,
and 303 belonging to the group 300 have consecutively attacked the opponent
characters 401, 402, and 403. Similarly, the gauge 502 indicates the number of times
that characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the group 400 have consecutively
attacked the opponent characters 301, 302, and 303. The number of consecutive
attacks is referred to as the “number of combos™, and the gauges 501 and 502
displaying the number of combos are referred to as a “combo gauge”.

[0039] As illustrated by the functional block in FIG. 5, the battle processing unit
60, which is one functional unit in the rendition processing module 50, includes a
battle time managing unit 61, a battle condition extraction unit 62, a target changing
unit 63, a battle condition changing unit 64, a battle result tallying unit 65, and a
battle rendering unit 66.

[0040] The battle time managing unit 61 refers to the timer and the memory
resource 13 to manage the time of a battle between groups. In addition to a start
time S and an end time E, when the time managed by the battle time managing unit
61 is divided into a plurality of battle times BT (such as a three-way division into
a first portion F, a middle portion M, and a last portion L), as illustrated in FIG. 6,
the battle time managing unit 61 manages the start time (MS) and the end time

(ME/LS) of the subdivided times. In other words, the battle time managing unit 61
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has the functions of determining whether each start time and end time has been
reached, of determining the end of the battle time, and of inputting the results of
these determinations to the other functional units in the battle processing unit 60.
[0041] Various patterns depending on the game specifications are possible for
the interval between the start time and the end time of the battle time slot, such as
30 minutes, one hour, two hours, and so forth. The battle time slot may also be
divided in a variety of patterns, such as dividing in two, into a first half and a last
half, or dividing into four or more time slots. An appropriate selection may be made
in accordance with game specifications. Such information is stored in the memory
resource 13.

[0042] The battle condition extraction unit 62 refers to the memory resource 13
to determine whether to change the conditions of the battle (the battle condition) as
the battle takes place in a predetermined time slot. In other words, the battle
condition extraction unit 62 is a manner of invoking a function to change a battle
condition during the time slot group battle.

[0043] In this context, the term “battle condition” broadly includes additional
conditions added on during a group battle. While also described in detail below, a
battle condition can include changing the ability value of an individual character,
such as changing the parameters 70 (see FIG. 2) that allow a character to exercise
certain abilities during a battle, such as a character’s attack strength, defense
strength, or the like. Battle conditions also can include any sort of condition applied
during a battle, such as providing a reward to the player controlling a character or
tallying the battle result during the first portion of a subdivided time slot and
reflecting the battle result in a subsequent portion of the subdivided time slot.
[0044] The target changing unit 63 refers to the memory resource 13 to set the
target of change based on the extracted battle condition. For example, if the battle
condition is to increase the level, attack points, or defense points of the lowest
ranked n characters in the group, the target changing unit 63 extracts the n
characters with the lowest level, the n characters with the lowest attack points, or
the n characters with the lowest defense points as the target of change from a data
table that lists the characters in the group, setting these characters as the target of
change.

[0045] When the battle condition is, for example, to increase the attack points
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by 30% for characters or items such as cards classified under a predetermined
attribute, such as fire, water, wind, tree, earth, or the like, the target changing unit
63 sets the characters or items with the attribute as the target of change from among
the characters belonging to the group and from among a data table that lists the
attributes of cards included in characters’ decks, setting these characters or items.
[0046] The battle condition changing unit 64 changes the battle condition for
the target of change that was selected by the target changing unit 63. Specifically,
the battle condition changing unit 64 changes the parameters 70 (see FIG. 2) of the
character or item that is the target of change. The parameters referred to here include
an index of a character’s strength in the battle, such as the attack points or defense
points. For example, when the battle condition is to increase attack points of 10,000
points by 30%, the increased attack points become 13,000 points.

[0047] When, for example, the battle condition for the target changing unit 63
is to increase the level, attack points, or defense points of the lowest ranked n
characters in the group by 30%, the battle condition changing unit 64 executes
processing to increase the attack points of each extracted character by 30%. When
the target of change is any character or card classified under the fire attribute, the
battle condition changing unit 64 for example executes processing to increase the
attack points of items with this attribute by 30%.

[0048] When the battle condition is to reflect a battle result tallied during the
first portion of a subdivided time slot in later portions of the time slot, the battle
result tallying unit 65 tallies the battle result during the corresponding portion of
the time slot and outputs the result. In other words, as a battle condition for the first
portion of a battle, the battle result tallying unit 65 has a function to tally the number
of attacks, for example, by a character in the first portion. Based on the tallied result
for the first portion, the above-described battle condition changing unit 64 then
provides a predetermined reward as the battle condition for the last portion. Other
than the above example of the number of attacks by a character, the total attack
points or damage inflicted may be the battle result that is tallied. The participation
rate or the like of group members may also be the target of tallying.

[0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66
executes rendition processing for the game related to the battle. This function is not

specific to the exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any
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desired method. For example, a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen
example illustrated in FIG. 4.

[0050] Next, examples of battle conditions and targets of change are described
in detail with reference to FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b). Two types of examples are described
below. In the first example, the battle condition is changed randomly or by a
predetermined setting in each of the subdivided time slots (see FIG. 7(a)). In the
second example, among the subdivided time slots, battle participation and battle
results are tallied during an earlier time slot, and the tallied results are reflected in
the battle conditions of time slots after the earlier time slot (see FIG. 7(b)).

[0051] Example of changing the battle condition as time progresses

(1) Increasing attack strength of lowest ranked n characters in group: for example,
among the characters that are members of the group, several of the characters with
the lowest abilities available or necessary in the battle, such as level, attack points,
or defense points, or the lowest 30% of the group members in terms of attack points
are increased by 30%.

(2) Increasing item attribute attack points: for example, the attack points of
characters or items such as cards classified under the attributes of fire, water, wind,
tree, earth, or the like is increased by 10%.

(3) Increasing the attack points in accordance with player attribute: for example,
depending on whether the gender of the registered player is male or female, the
attack points are increased by 20%.

(4) Increasing the combo effect: the combo effect is changed by time slot. For
example, in a time slot with a poor participation rate, such as the first portion of a
group battle time, the regular increase in attack points of 10% each for consecutive
attacks is boosted to 15% each.

[0052] The above changes in battle conditions are modified freely by time slot.
FIG. 7(a) is a conceptual diagram for this example. As illustrated in FIG. 7(a), for
example in the first portion of the battle, the battle condition is to “increase the
attack points of the five members with the lowest battle ability by 30%”. The battle
condition for the middle portion of the battle is to “increase the attack points of
cards classified under the water attribute by 30%”. Furthermore, the battle condition
for the last portion of the battle is to “increase the attack points of female players

by 30%”. The above-described percentage of the increase in attack points is merely
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an example and may be defined in accordance with game specifications.
Furthermore, the target of change is not limited to the attack points in the above
example and broadly includes the parameters 70 set for characters and items,
including defense points, level, and the like.

[0053] In this way, circumstances that allow beginners to enjoy the battle can
be created by favoring beginners in the first portion in which the participation rate
in the battle is not very high. Furthermore, by changing the parameters that increase
the attack points in the middle portion and the last portion, characters that satisfy
these parameters are encouraged to participate. Hence, an increase in the
participation rate in the battle can be expected.

[0054] The following is an example of changing battle conditions in accordance
with battle participation and battle results:

Another example of changing battle conditions is to tally the battle
participation by the group or to tally the results of the battle in an earlier time slot
among the subdivided battle time slots. Furthermore, in the battle during a time slot
after the earlier time slot, a predetermined battle condition may be set based on the
tallied result. Examples are as follows.

[0055] (1) Providing an incentive based on an intermediate tally: for example,
as a battle condition for the first half of the battle, the number of attacks by
characters in the first half is tallied, and as a battle condition for the last half of the
battle, a predetermined reward is provided based on the result for the first half.
When the reward is a card usable in the last half of the battle, the reward may be
made useful by, for example, providing an event bonus for the card and doubling
the attack strength during the last half of the battle.

(2) Change in battle condition based on an intermediate tally: for example, each
group’s participation rate or number of participants in the first half of the battle is
extracted. The attack strength during the last half is increased uniformly by 10% for
a group that, in the first half, has a participation rate of at least a predetermined rate
or a large number of participants.

[0056] In the conceptual diagram for this example in FIG. 7(b), the battle results
in the earlier time slot (first half F) are tallied, and the results are reflected in the
subsequent time slot (last half L). In this way, in order to have an advantage in the

last half L, which determines victory, it becomes necessary to participate and to
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battle actively in the first half F. Therefore, an increase in the participation rate
across the entire time slot from the first half through the last half can be expected.
[0057] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating rendition processing by the battle
processing unit 60 according to the present embodiment. The rendition processing
module 50 is a subprogram written with a command set for causing the server device
10 to execute the function of the battle processing unit 60 via the processing from
step 101 to step 110.

[0058] In the battle processing unit 60, the battle time managing unit 61 refers
to the timer and the memory resource 13 and determines whether the time to hold a
battle between groups, i.e. the start time of the battle, has been reached (step S101).
In other words, the battle time managing unit 61 determines whether the start time
S illustrated in FIG. 6 has been reached.

[0059] When determining that the start time of the battle has not been reached
(step S101: NO), the battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step
S101. Conversely, when the battle time managing unit 61 determines that the start
time of the battle has been reached (step S101: YES), the battle condition extraction
unit 62 refers to the memory resource 13 to check whether a flag indicating a change
in the battle condition during the battle is set (step S102).

[0060] When determining that a flag indicating a change in the battle condition
during the battle is set (step S102: YES), the battle condition extraction unit 62
reads the battle condition to change from the memory resource 13 (step S103).
Conversely, when determining that a flag indicating a change in the battle condition
is not set (step S102: NO), the battle condition extraction unit 62 determines not to
change the battle condition during the battle time slot, and processing proceeds to
step S109.

[0061] Based on the battle condition read in step S103, the target changing unit
63 refers to the memory resource 13 to determine whether there is a character, or
an item such as a card held by a character, that is the target of change in the battling
groups (step S104). When determining that there is a target of change (step S104:
YES), the target changing unit 63 extracts and sets the target of change (step S105).
[0062] The battle condition changing unit 64 changes the battle condition for
the character or item set as the target of change (step S106), and processing proceeds

to step S109.
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[0063] On the other hand, when the target changing unit 63 determines that there
is no character or item that is the target of change (step S104: NO), processing
proceeds to step S107.

[0064] In step S107, it is determined whether the battle condition is not a target
of change, i.e. whether the battle condition is not a character, or an item such as a
card held by a character, that is the target of change in the battling groups, but rather
to “tally battle results”. When it is determined that the target condition is to tally
battle results (step S107: YES), the battle result tallying unit 65 tallies the number
of attacks by a character, the total attack points or damage inflicted, the
participation rate of group members, or the like during the battle (step S108). When
the target condition is determined not to be the tallying of battle results (step S107:
NO), processing proceeds to step S109.

[0065] In step S109, the battle rendering unit 66 executes rendition processing
based on the changed battle condition.

[0066] Next, in step S110, the battle time managing unit 61 determines whether
there is a next subdivided time slot. As illustrated in FIG. 6, this is the case of
determining whether there is a start time (MS) of a time slot yielded by dividing the
battle time BT into a plurality of time slots.

[0067] In step S110, when determining that the next subdivided time slot (for
example, MS in FIG. 6) exists (step S110: YES), the battle time managing unit 61
determines whether that subdivided time slot has been reached (step S111). When
determining that the subdivided time slot has not been reached (step S111: NO), the
battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step S111. Conversely, when
the battle time managing unit 61 determines that the subdivided time slot has been
reached (step S111: YES), processing returns to step S102, and processing from step
S102 to step S109 is repeated. As a result, processing to change the target condition
for the next subdivided time slot (for example, the time slot “ME/LS” in FIG. 6) is
executed.

[0068] On the other hand, when determining that there is no next subdivided
time slot (step S110: NO), the battle time managing unit 61 then determines whether
the end time has been reached (step S112). In other words, when determining that
the end time of the battle (time “E” in FIG. 6) has not been reached (step S112: NO),

the battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step S112. Conversely,
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when the battle time managing unit 61 determines that the end time of the battle has
been reached (step S112: YES), processing to end the battle is executed (step S113),
thus ending the process (END).

[0069] According to the above embodiment, a battle game played in a
predetermined time is divided into a plurality of time slots, such as a first portion,
middle portion, and last portion, and a battle condition is changed in at least one of
the subdivided time slots. By thus dividing the time slot of the battle game into a
plurality of time slots and setting the battle condition for each time slot, a battle
game that has conventionally been played under certain rules can be changed during
a predetermined time when the battle game is played. In particular, in the first half
of the battle, a battle condition that is advantageous for a certain target is set, for
example by increasing the attack strength of low-level characters. The battle
condition in the time slot for the first half, for example, in which the participation
rate in the time slot battle game is not high, is also changed. By thus changing the
battle condition by time slot, an increase in the participation rate of characters
throughout the time slots can be expected.

[0070] In particular, setting the target of change for the battle condition to be
an ability value that group members can exercise in the battle, such as attack
strength or defense strength, allows for the changing of a rapid response parameter
that yields an advantage in the battle. Players are thus stimulated to participate in
the battle.

[0071] As described above, circumstances that allow beginners to enjoy the
battle can be created by setting the battle conditions to increase the attack strength
of low-level characters, which correspond to beginners, and to favor beginners to
the game in the first portion of the battle in which the participation rate in the battle
is not very high. Furthermore, by making changes to increase the attack points in
the middle portion and the last portion, characters that satisfy these parameters are
encouraged to participate, thereby leading to an increase in the participation rate in
the battle and eliminating a sense of unfairness. A game that, without regard for
level, is enjoyable and accessible can be provided for players with a wide range of
levels.

[0072] As another battle condition, battle results in an earlier time slot (for

example, the first half) are tallied, and the results are reflected in the battle
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conditions of time slots after the earlier time slot (for example, the last half). In this
way, in order to have an advantage in the last half, which determines victory, it
becomes necessary to participate in the first half and to be active in the battle by,
for example, actively attacking the enemy in the first half as well while using up
battle points. Therefore, an increase in the participation rate across a long time
period from the first half to the last half can be expected.

[0073] The processing of the above-described embodiment is implemented by
coordination between the rendition processing module 50 and the processor 11, yet
similar rendition processing may be executed by a dedicated hardware resource
(such as an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)) or by firmware.

[0074] The computer program 40 may, for example, be written in an object-
oriented language. In an object-oriented language, battle game processing is made
possible by treating each character 301 to 303 as an object, defining the parameters
70 as “attributes” of the characters 301 to 303, and defining the behaviors of the
characters 301 to 303 (such as attacking) as “methods” of the characters 301 to 303.
Image display can be controlled by treating not only the characters 301 to 303 but
also the gauges 501 and 502, the cards 601, 602, and 603, and the like displayed on
the game screen 200 as objects and defining their “attributes” and “methods”.
[0075] The computer program 40 is not, however, limited to an object oriented
language and may be written in a procedural language, for example. The computer
program 40 can be encoded into a predetermined signal format and transmitted
between nodes over a transmission medium (wired communication network) or a
transmitted wave (radio waves).

[0076] The above-described exemplary embodiment is only an example for
describing aspects of the present disclosure, and the present disclosure should not
be interpreted as limited to the above exemplary embodiment. Furthermore, various
modifications may be made without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure. For example, a person of ordinary skill in the art could replace the
resources described in the embodiment (hardware resources and software resources)
with equivalents, and such replacements are also included in the scope of the present
disclosure.

[0077] The battle game described in this specification can also be controlled by

a server system including more than one server device 10.

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 302



09850001COA
- 19 -

CLAIMS

1. A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen
and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected
from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a parameter
based on a card selected by a player; and

during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle
condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against an opponent

character appearing in the second term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined regardless

of a battle result in the first term.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second term, in the second
field, under a third battle condition which is different from the first condition and second
condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an
opponent character appearing in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by

the player.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving a

reward to the player.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength against at least one opponent character
under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least one opponent

character under the first battle condition.

6.  The method of claim 1, wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength and a life

force.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle result

of the first term.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an attack

status in the first term.

9.  The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a

reward to the player.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the first term

and the second term are determined based on a start timing of the battle game.

11.  The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving a player card selection step;
maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and
dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;
wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player

card selection step.

12.  The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against
the opponent character appearing in the first term and conducting the battle against the
opponent character appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of the card;

displaying a player group on the second field, the player group comprising a formation
including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at
least one of the set of: the opponent character appearing in the first term and the opponent

character appearing in the second term.

13. A game apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a plurality of players,
comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of client

devices, and a rendition processing module comprising a battle processing unit;
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wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen
comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a second field above the first
field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of
virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a first term of the battle game,
in the second field, under a first battle condition, conduct a battle against an opponent character
appearing in the first term using a parameter based on a card selected by a player in the plurality
of players;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a second term after the first
term, in the second field, under a second battle condition which is different from the first
condition, conduct a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based on a card selected by the player.

14. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.

15. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit is configured to,
during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle condition
which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a battle
result in the second term, conduct a battle against an opponent character appearing in the third

term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

16. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a

battle result of the first term.

17. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the

first term and the second term are determined based on a start timing of the battle game.

18.  The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an

attack status in the first term.

19.  The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against at least one opponent

character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least one
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opponent character under the first battle condition.

20. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength and

a life force.

21. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing unit is configured to,
during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing
in the first term, conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the second
term, and conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the third term,
perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group
comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player
character in the player group and the at least one of the set of: the opponent character appearing
in the first term, the opponent character appearing in the second term, and the opponent
character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the game
screen, an interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface
gauge element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after

the player card selection is received.

22. A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-readable medium
and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided with a
memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a plurality of players, the
game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen
and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected
from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a parameter

based on a card selected by a player in the plurality of players;
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during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle
condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against an opponent

character appearing in the second term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

23.  The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

24.  The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-
readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to perform
the steps of:

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle
condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on
a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing

in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

25. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on a battle result of the first term.

26. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein a start timing and an end timing of
each of the first term and the second term are determined based on a start timing of the battle

game.

27. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on an attack status in the first term.

28. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein an attack strength against at least
one opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength

against at least one opponent character under the first battle condition.

29. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-
readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to, during at
least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the

first term and conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the second term,
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perform the steps of:

receiving a player card selection;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group
comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and the at
least one of the set of: the opponent character appearing in the first term and the opponent
character appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatus is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an
interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge
element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the

player card selection is received.

30. A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-readable medium
and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided with a
memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a plurality of players, the
game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the steps of:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen
and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected
from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,
conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a parameter
based on a card selected by a player in the plurality of players;

during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle
condition which is different from the first condition and is predetermined regardless of a battle
result in the first term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the
second term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player;

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a third battle
condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on
a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing

in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.
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ABSTRACT

Players with a wide range of levels or attack strength can enjoy a time-limited group
battle, and the participation rate can be expected to improve throughout the set time slot. A
battle time managing unit refers to a timer and a memory resource to manage the time of a
battle between groups. A battle condition extraction unit refers to the memory resource and
checks whether to change a battle condition during the time of the battle. A target changing unit
refers to the memory resource to set a target of change based on the battle condition. A battle
condition changing unit changes the battle condition for the target of change that was selected
by the target changing unit. Based on the changed battle condition, a battle rendering unit

executes rendition processing for the game related to the battle.
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
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Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

6 20080254849 Al P008-10-16 NOMURA, TETSUYA et al.
7 0140285973 Al P014-10-02 INAGAWA, MASATOSHI et al.
8 20040143852 Al P004-07-22 IMEYERS, PHILIP G.

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No [Number3 Code?j Code4| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
KONAMI DIGITAL Cited in Specification;
1 |po13244126 d A | 20131209 ENTERTAINMENT Abstract attached

Cited in the JPOA dated
2 P003-123089 P A 2003-04-25 Konami Co_, Ltd. 04/21/2015; English
abstract provided

Cited in the JPOA dated
September 8, 2015;

3 P015-157002 P A 2015-09-03 Gree, Inc. English abstract of
corresponding US
2015/238862A1

Cited in the JPOA dated
4 P001-129254 P A 2001-05-15 KONAMI CO., LTD. April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated
5 P014-226408 P A 2014-12-08 DNA KK April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

The reference provided
herein is based on a

6 P002-301264 P A 2002-10-15 BEGA CORPORATION - ;
concurrent in a foreign
jurisdiction.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TBD

Examiner Name | TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

7 P005-034276 P A 2005-02-10 NAMCO LTD Cited in NPL Cite No_ 16| X
The references provided
herein are based on a
8 P008-113858 P A 2008-05-22 ARUZE CORP. concurrent proceeding X
in a foreign jurisdiction;
machine-generated
The references prowde?
herein are based on a
9 P006-014956 P A 20086-01-19 PRUZE CORP. concurrent proceeding X
in a foreign jurisdiction;
machine-generated
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . '
1w (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), T8
Initials No . . .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
1 Japanese Office Action dated April 21, 2015, in connection with JP Application No. 2014-034003 (7 pgs). hd
5 lapanese Office Action dated September 8, 2015, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2015-158515 El
7 pgs, including English translation)
3 Dfficial Decision of Refusal of corresponding JP2015-158515 dated January 19, 2016. 5 pgs. @
4 lapanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10 El
bgs., including English translation).
5 [QBIST Inc., The PlayStation2 BOOKS Iron Fist 5 PERFECT GUIDE, Softbank Publishing Inc., June 30, 2003, Second D
Fdition, p. 27 (4 pgs.).
6 Btudio BentStuff Co., Ltd., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March 6, 2007, First Edition, p. D
K26 (3 pgs.).
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Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

7 lapanese Office Action dated August 15, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (8
bgs., including English translation).

8 'Puyopuyo Tetris Manual” pages 1-29, SEGA CORPORATION, Published: February 6, 2014
9 'NICO NICO PEDIA, "Puyopuyo™, Daihyakka NEWS, Inc_, Published: October 9, 2017
10 'Nintendo Homepage, "Rules for Tetris™, Nintendo Co., Ltd_, Published: October 9, 2017
11 'KONAMI OFFICIAL GUIDE Winning Eleven 2000" pages 4-13, KONAMI CORPORATION, Published: October 28,

PO00
12 "Winning Eleven 2000 Manual” pages 1-38, KONAMI CORPORATION, Published: October 28, 2000
13 'J League soccer PRIME GOAL 3 winning strategy” pages 4-11, Futabasha Publishers Ltd., Published: 1995
14 'Japan Football Association Homepage, "V-goal system™, Japan Football Association, Published: September 21, 2017
15 'SOCCER Rules & Referee's officiating Techniques” pages 160-163, TAISHUKAN Publishing Co., Ltd., Published:

PDecember 20, 2001
16 Dffice Action issued on May 22, 2018 in corresponding Japanese Application No. 2018-025731; 13 pages.

Y U; Dragon's Shadow; BoomApp Games; [online] URL; http://boom-app.com/etry/dragons-shadow-event02; June 3,
17 . .

P013; search on May 7, 2018; 7 pages.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19
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Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

18 [GPARA.COM; GREE "Tanken Driland”, The 2nd Guilde Battle Event "Guild League”; [online] URL; http//www gpara.
bomfinfosiview/3235; June 27, 2013; search on May 7, 2018; 4 pages.

19 lapanese filing of oppositions to grant of patent dated June 14, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case No.
P017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (51 pgs.).

20 lapanese description of evidence dated June 14, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP|
Patent No. 6043844 (9 pgs.).

21 lapanese Notice of Reasons for Revocation of a Patent dated Cctober 4, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case)
No. 201 7-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (4 pgs._, including English translation).

22 Japanese Written Opinion dated December 1, 2017, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP
Patent No. 6043844 (9 pgs.).

23 lapanese Notice of Reasons for Revocation of a Patent dated January 15, 2018, in connection with JP Cpposition
Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (22 pgs., including English translation).

24 Japanese Correction Request dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP
Patent No. 6043844 (7 pgs.).

05 lapanese Corrected Claims dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP
Patent No. 6043844 (2 pgs.).

26 lapanese Written Opinion dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP
Patent No. 6043844 (20 pgs.).

27 Japanese Description of Evidence dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of
P Patent No. 6043844 (2 pgs.).

28 lapanese notification of duplicate copy of the Written Opinion dated July 2, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition
Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (1 pgs.).
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29

lapanese duplicate copy of the Written Opinion issued on May 9, 2018, mailed on July 2, 2018, in connection with JP
Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (16 pgs.).

30

lapanese Decision on Patent Opposition dated June 19, 2018, received on July 3, 2018, in connection with JP
Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (26 pgs., including English translation).

31

lapanese Omihara watersweight fight - fighting cap (web page) dated October 24, 2013 (search on May 11, 2017), in
Connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (108 pgs._, including a partial English
ranslation). http://seesaawiki.jp/fantasica/d/%C2%E7%B3%A4%B8%B6%BF %E5%BE%ES%C0%EF

32

Japanese [Exclusive Information] Finally "Dolly” to Famitsu App (web page) dated August 22, 2012 (saved on August
P7, 2012, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No.
6043844 (11 pgs., including partial English translation). http://iweb archive org/web/20120827001459/http-//app.
famitsu_com:80/20120822_84305/

33

lapanese (Dr. X Department) Dedicated to beginners! Explanation about "Drago Leagues” (Capture 4th Baron Masarl
Hen) (web page) dated March 25, 2013 (saved on March 27, 2013, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP
Dpposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (19 pgs., including partial English translation). http//
web.archive.orgiweb/20130327024836/https://app.famitsu.com/20130325_143480/

34

Enterbrain Inc., "Great collision guardian break”, Weekly Famitsu (Famitsu mobage) (web page) dated January 10,
013, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (5pgs., including partial
Fnglish translation).

35

[Great clash! Guardian Break Characteristic Event Bonus Game Strategy Information (GREE Mobage - Other), dated
Dctober 21, 2012 (search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No
p043844 (7 pgs., including partial English translation). http://barbarossa’ _doorblog.jp/archives/19185151_html

36

Iaon Saaga” Posted a Tactlical Batile Test play report. What 1s the evaluation of the newly added online matchup
'base battle” (Crush or Build)? (web page) dated June 6, 2012 (saved on June 5, 2012, search on May 31, 2017), in
Lonnection with JP Opposition Case No. 201 7-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (23 pgs., including partial English
ranslation.). https://web archive orgiweb/20120605172904/hittp-/iwww 4gamer.net. 80/games/136/
(5013604/20120601030/

37

'State-of-the-art online action RPG C9 (Continent of the Ninth) Pmang Official Site Game Guide (web page) dated
Beptember 1, 2013 (saved on September 1, 2013, search on May 31, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case
No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (25 pgs., including partial English translation). https://web archive org/
web/20130901235716/http-/c9 pmang.jp/game_guides/266

38

[5zbrain Inc., "Delivering a game guide of Simulation RPG" Striking Fantasy "that marveled 4 million people
worldwidel”, Famitsu App, dated June 25, 2013, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent
No. 6043844 (19 pgs.). https:/fapp.famitsu.com/20130625_ 180640/

39

Banseido Co., Ltd., "Daijirin" (Dictionary), Second Edition, published by Sanseido Co., Ltd., dated October 1, 1999, in
bonnection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (3 pgs.).
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40 |Takaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Virtua Striker, submitted October 17, 2017, in Case No. H29 YO
2040 of JP Patent No. 5793592 (11 pgs.).

41 Bupercell's First Brief, submitted August 22, 2017, in Case No. H29 YO 22040 of JP Patent No. 5793592 (39 pgs.).

42 Bupercell's Third Brief, submitted October 17, 2017, in Case No. H29 YO 22040 of JP Patent No. 5793592 {27 pgs.).

43  |[nswer, submitted September 20, 2017, in Case No. H29 YO 22175 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (37 pgs.).

44 BSupercell's Second Brief, submitted November 14, 2017, in Case No. H29 YO 22175 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (29
pgs.).

45 Bupercell's Second Brief, submitted June 8, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (42 pgs.).

46 vikipedia page, Yu-Gi-Ohl 5D's STARDUST ACCELERATOR-WORLD CHAMPOINSHIP 2009-, printed May 15, 2018
5 pgs.).

47 Konami Digital Entertainment, "Yu-Gi-Ohl ZEXAL Official Card Game" Official Rulebook, dated March 19, 2011 (32
pgs.).

48 BIGLOBE News, Yu-Gi-Ohl! card certified as Guinness, June 16, 2011 (4 pgs.).

49 Konami Digital Entertainment, Yu-Gi-Ohl 5D's STARDUST ACCELERATOR WORLD CHAMPOINSHIP 2009 Owner's
Manual, March 26, 2009 (24 pgs.).

50 ITsubasa YAMAMOTO, A Report on the configuration of Yu-Gi-Oh 5D's, submitted May 21, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO
2006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (8 pgs.).
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Filing Date 2019-06-19
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If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered “

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI

- Art Unit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 ,986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

Filing Date P019-06-19
First Named Inventor |I(oichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TeD
Examiner Name | TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner
Initials™

Cite
No

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(bock, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19
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Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

1 Fight Senses, PC GAME SOFT "BATTLE LINE" package cover, June 30, 2009 (1 pg.).

2 BATTLE LINE Rule Manual, printed May 10, 2018 (30 pgs.).

3 K Gamer. Net, "Professioinal Baseball Famista Online" is undeniably "Famista”, August 17, 2006 {5 pgs.).

KONAMI CORPORATION, Game Boy Advance "Captain Tsubasa The path of glory" Instruction Manual, February 21,
P002 (35 pgs.).

JTakaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Captain Tsubasa's configuration, submitted July 12, 2018, in
[Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (14 pgs.).

6 [GREE's Third Brief, submitted July 30, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (28 pgs.).

7 Bupercell's Fourth Brief, submitted August 31, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (34 pgs.).

ITsubasa Yamamoto, Second Report on the Configuration of Yu-Gi-Oh 5D's, submitted August 31, 2018, in Case No.

8 H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (4 pgs.).
9 Eakaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Captain Tsubasa's configuration "Shoot scene”, submitted
ugust 31, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (6 pgs.).

10 Nippon Professional Baseball, 2013 Official Baseball Rules, April 1, 2013 (4 pgs.)

11 IToshiki Algawa, Net back relay - Toshiki Aigawsa’s Netterland, printed August 22, 2018 (4 pgs.).
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI
Art Unit | TBD

Examiner Name | TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

12 |puper-famicon jp, Tecmo Super Baseball, printed August 22, 2018 {1 pg.).

13 Bupercell's First Brief, submitted July 12, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22036 of JP Patent No. 6295002 (30 pgs.).

14 [GREE's Second Brief, submitted September 7, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22036 of JP Patent No. 6295002 (18 pgs.).

15 lapanese document Case for Canceling Patent Cancellation Decision-Defendant's First Brief dated December 5,
P018, in connection with JP Court Case No. H30-10109 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (29 pgs_).

16 Revocation Decision of the JIPO Judgment to Cancel Patent dated March 26, 2019, in connection with JP Court Case
No. H30-10109 of JP Patent No. 6043844; 57 pages.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered “

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor | Koichi SUZUKI

- Art Unit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | TBD

Attorney Docket Number |09850001COA

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

X A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19
Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number |51 986

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

U.S. Patent Application
No: Unassigned

U.S. Filing Date: June 19, 2019 Group Art Unit: Unassigned
Applicant: GREE, Inc. Examiner: Unassigned
Attorney Docket: 9850001COA

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

June 19, 2019
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Sir:
It is respectfully requested that the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08a
forms be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent

application. Copies of the listed references were cited and/or filed in prior parent application

Serial No. 14/631,221 filed February 25, 2015. Submission of the present Information

Disclosure Statement should not be taken as an admission that the cited references are legally

available prior art or that the same are pertinent or material.

Respectfully submitted,

[Timothy J. Maier/
Timothy J. Maier
Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 51,986

Customer Number: 62008
Maier & Maier, PLLC

345 South Patrick Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-740-8322
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Yuriko Stankich

Attorney Docket Number:

09850001COA

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Track| Prioritized Examination - Nonprovisional Application under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sul:j;l’;(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
UTILITY APPLICATION FILING 1011 1 300 300
UTILITY SEARCH FEE 1111 1 660 660
UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE 1311 1 760 760
REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION 1817 1 4000 4000
Pages:
Claims:
CLAIMS IN EXCESS OF 20 1202 10 100 1000
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS IN EXCESS OF 3 1201 1 460 460
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous-Filing:
PUBL. FEE- EARLY, VOLUNTARY, OR NORMAL 1504 1 0 0
PROCESSING FEE, EXCEPT PROV. APPLS. 1830 1 140 140
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 7320
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 36344197
Application Number: 16445642
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 9486

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Koichi SUZUKI

Customer Number:

62008

Filer:

Timothy Joseph Maier/Yuriko Stankich

Filer Authorized By:

Timothy Joseph Maier

Attorney Docket Number: 09850001COA
Receipt Date: 19-JUN-2019
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 13:38:46

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $7320

RAM confirmation Number

061919INTEFSW13391700

Deposit Account

505976

Authorized User

Yuriko Stankich

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)
37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)
File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y )V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
280228
1 Transmittal of New Application Transmittal.pdf no 2
89e288baBe76a13db7fd205053eb4decald|
eaf02
Warnings:
Information:
1256070
2 Application Data Sheet ADS.pdf no 8
6fb1982712c96b4c74cf4d445bf39725fcd 1
e278
Warnings:
Information:
114011
3 TrackOne Request TrackOne_Request.pdf no 2
f5efe4d6529d81457f69e6a372a78db48d40)
Warnings:
Information:
306712
4 Power of Attorney POA.pdf no 3
45a75dc4b12f500c530552b34fafbae1a2cs)
9a65
Warnings:
Information:
178994
5 Specification.pdf yes 25
8f708fe92bcbeaelf1b64a76ea37f2beBddS)
1f5a
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Specification 1 18
Claims 19 24
Abstract 25 25
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Warnings:

Information:

167520
Drawings-only black and white line .
6 9 Y bla Drawings.pdf no 7
drawings
€753855ba00f4045aa95ef04c7523b4ea7 2¢f
Warnings:
Information:
1038485
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
7 IDS.pdf no 10
Form (SB08) P
beec0655e1d296d885d0165434¢37c8938|
e738e
Warnings:
Information:
1035402
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
. no 5
8 Form (SBOS) IDS2.pdf
9ch85efob5c454300bb5e0d6d3e1bf03aa7|
d2ea2
Warnings:

Information:

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent

Documents or Non Patent Literature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

19496
9 Information DF|scIosuSr|§_~O§3tatement (IDS) IDS_Statement.pdf no 1
orm ( ) 72f8ac9024edfa856d88009e1a0927eeb26/
cdel
Warnings:
Information:
This is not an USPTO supplied IDS fillable form
43376
10 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
1d38d876e228cb64218416e2bcc69cSaacc|
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 4440294
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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505533372 06/19/2019

PATENT ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET

Electronic Version v1.1 EPAS ID: PAT5580169
Stylesheet Version v1.2
SUBMISSION TYPE: NEW ASSIGNMENT
NATURE OF CONVEYANCE: ASSIGNMENT
CONVEYING PARTY DATA
Name Execution Date
KOICHI SUZUKI 06/02/2015

RECEIVING PARTY DATA

Name: GREE, INC.

Street Address: 6-10-1 ROPPONGI, MINATO-KU
City: TOKYO

State/Country: JAPAN

Postal Code: 106-6112

PROPERTY NUMBERS Total: 1

Property Type

Number

Application Number:

16445642

Fax Number:

Email:
Correspondent Name:
Address Line 1:
Address Line 4:

CORRESPONDENCE DATA

(703)991-7071

Correspondence will be sent to the e-mail address first; if that is unsuccessftul, it will be sent
using a fax number, if provided; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent via US Mail.

patent@MAIERANDMAIER.COM
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC

345 SOUTH PATRICK STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER: 09850001COA

NAME OF SUBMITTER:

TIMOTHY J. MAIER

SIGNATURE:

/Timothy J. Maier/

DATE SIGNED:

06/19/2019

This document serves as an Oath/Declaration (37 CFR 1.63).

Total Attachments: 3

source=Combined_Declaration_Assignment#page1.tif
source=Combined_Declaration_Assignment#page?2.tif
source=Combined_Declaration_Assignment#page3.tif
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Docket No.: 05850002US
Only After Sept 16, 2012
US Rights Only

ASSIGNMENT WITH DECLARATION FOR PATENT
APPLICATION (37 CFR 1.63)

KFHBEES &M & 38EE (37 CFR 1.63)

Japanese Language Assignment with Declaration

Whereas, I/We, the undersigned inventor(s) hereinafter called
assignor(s), have invented certain improvements described in the
application identified below; and

Whereas, GREE, Inc. of 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo
106-6112 Japan, (assignee), desires to acquire the entire right,
title, and interest in the application and invention, and to any
United States patents to be obtained therefor;

Now thercfore, for valuable consideration, receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged,

I/We, the above named assignoi(s), hereby sell, assign and
transfer to the above named assignee, its successors and assigns,
the entire right, title and interest in the application and the
invention disclosed therein for the United States of America,
including alf divisions, and continuations thereof, and all Letters
Patent of the United States that may be granted thereon, and all
reissues thereof, including the right to claim priority under 35
USC 119 and the right to sue for past damages, and {fwe request
the Director of the U.S, Patent and Trademark Office to issue any
Letters Patent granted upon the invention set forth in the
application to the assignee, its successors and assigns; and I/we
will execute without further consideration all papers deemed
necessary by the assignee in connection with the United States
application when called upon to do so by the assignee,

{Legalization not required for recording but is prima facie
evidence of execution under 35 USC 261)

As the below named inventor, [ hereby declare that:

This assignment with declaration is dirccted to:

[] The attached application, or

X]  United States Application or PCT International Application
Numbe#4/631.221filed onFebruary 25, 2015
(Confirmation No. 9188__)}.

The application is entitled:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

[Page 1]
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Japanese Language Assignment with Declaration

The above identified application was made or was authorized to
be made by me.

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint
inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the application for
which this assignment with declaration is being submitted.

I am aware of the duty to disclose to the Office all information
known te me to be material to patentability as defined in
37 CFR 1.56.

1 hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in
this assignment with decloration is punishable under 18 USC
1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or
both.

STATEMENT OF ACCURATE TRANSLATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH 37 CFR 1.69(b):

The assignment with declaration is an accurate translation of
the corresponding English language assignment with
declaration.

Signature

[’
Date March 11,2014

[Page 2]

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 341



NAMLE OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR:
Ne—3 2B OREHER

Given Name {first and middle [if any]) Family Name or Sumame

SETES Fobdi— AEEY B8 A
B (HBLUT FAZ— MY 5AT) Koichi

Suzuki

Taventor's signature //D\, \gf Date
Bl#H D a7 Aft
BAKOEA / ,Lﬁ% W June 2, 2015

Residence;
ERT: .
Minato-ku, Tokyo Japan
Mailing Address:
ke

c/o GREE, Inc. 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 186-6112 Japan
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