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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www, uspto, gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445,642, 03/10/2020 10583362 09850001COA. 9486

 
62008 7590 02/19/2020

MATER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA,VA 22314

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent numberand issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustmentis 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identitied application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) wasfiled in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustmentis the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEBsite (http://pair-uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM)at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please sec PAIR WEBsite http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

GREE,Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USAis the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
1R103 (Rev. 10/09)
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Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

card 602 showcasesskill information (which may include, for cxamplc. attack points such as points
 

for the skill or the invoked attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points

stamina, life force. or the like), though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each
 

card as explained above. Likewise. it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated in

each of the cards. --

Change(s) applied 12-13, paragraph 49
to document, Page"S~parasraph-[ees], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following

/MJS.D/

1/28/2020 Paragraph:

-- [0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66 executes

rendition processing for the game related to the battle. This function is not specific to the

exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any desired method. For example,

a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen example illustrated in FIG. 4{a).--

TITLE OF THE INVENTION

Please amend the tle of the invention as shown below:

 

READABEE-RECORDINGMEDIGMCHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS

DURING DIFFERENT TERMS
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto. coy 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

MA IER mone

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

3715

NOTIFLCATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

02/10/2020 ELECTRONIC
 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date” to the
following e-mail address(es):

patent @ maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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. . 16/445 642 SUZUKI, Koichi

DAMON J PIERCE 3715 Yes

~ The MAILING DATE ofthis communication appears on the coversheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDin this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENTRIGHTS.This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4] This communication is responsive to 10/31/19, 11/27/19, and 1/15/2020.
OA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2.( An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3.1¥! The allowed claim(s) is/are See Continuation Sheet . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may beeligible to benefit from the
Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more
information, please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to
PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.{¥] Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a) IAI b)( Some=*c) () None ofthe:

1.¥)Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. [1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

  

3. [1 Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

*“ Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE"of this communicationto file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIODIS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.7] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as"replacementsheets") must be submitted.
(1) including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentor in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.7] DEPOSIT OFand/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)
2.) Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (1) Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

Paper No./Mail Date 1/15/20.
3.2 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirementfor Deposit 7. C) Other .

of Biological Material
4.7) Interview Summary (PTO-413),

Paper No./Mail Date.
/DAMON J PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev, 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20200205
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 16/445,642

Continuation of 3. The allowed claim(s) is/are: 1-9,11-16,18-25 and 27-30
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/O.7.B/ 1 2011-05-19 OPCOM CO LTD English Abstract
provided.

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated

5 oa.b/ 2 2014-01-08 REE ING English Abstract
“—“ provided.

Cited in NPLcite No. 1;
Z machine-generated

I.B/ 3 2013-02-21|BANDAI CO English translation and xf/D.

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)ran a. . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

| 6445642
promSSCS

3715

 

 
   

  
 

Application Number

 Filing Date 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

Art Unit

 

 

Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
     
 

 

U.S.PATENTS Remove 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

 

 
 

 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Examiner] ,. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
ate Cite No . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code’) Date of cited Document

Figures Appear     
 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove 
 

   

  
  

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Name of Patentee or

Applicant of cited
Document

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication
Initial* No|Number? Code?| Code*| Date

 Ts

  

 
  

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;
machine-generated

  

 

 
   
  
  

 

Abstract provided.

      
  
 

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16445642
 
Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 
First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 3715
 

  Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)
 
 

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

 

  

 
 

. .,_|Include nameof the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the itemExaminer] Cite  
 
Initials |No (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc}, date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.

/D.o.P/|4 lapanese Office Action issued on January 7, 2020, in connection with counterpart JP Application No. 2018-236124 (5
bgs., including machine-generated English translation). 

 

If you wish te add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whether cr notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

 

 
1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicantis to place a check mark hereiff
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16445642 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENTBY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)   
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
>. from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

<The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2020-01-15

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1,986

 
  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Bax 14450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwuspto gov
APPLICATION FILING or GRP AR’

NUMBER 371(¢) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMSIND CLAIMS

 
 

16/445,642 06/19/2019 3715 3180 09850001COA CONFIRMATION NO.9486
62008 CORRECTEDFILING RECEIPT

345SouthPatick Street (NO)00
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

Date Mailed: 01/29/2020

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR,and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subjectto collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a responsefor this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;

Applicant(s)
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;

Assignment For Published Patent Application
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

Powerof Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 62008

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 14/631 ,221 02/25/2015 PAT 10518177

Foreign Applications (You maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http:/Awww.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/89 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/21/2019

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/445,642

Projected Publication Date: Not Applicable

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

CHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS DURING DIFFERENT TERMS

Preliminary Class

463

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughoutthe territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-membercountry. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in membercountries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and doesnoteliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almostevery country hasits own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patentin a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application'sfiling receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents”) for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http:/Awww.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on howto protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

page 2 of 3
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Suchlicenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 GFR 5.13 of 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and may be usedat any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
itis revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license does notin any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Departmentof Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been grantedat this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
 

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
businessinvestment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsmanforexisting and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic developmentorganizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business,visit htto:/Awww.SelectUSA.govorcall
+1-202-482-6800.
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PARTB - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and sendthis form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:=(571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be usedfortransmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE(if required). Blocks 1 through5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenancefees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
belowor directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS"for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Tee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its ownccrtificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

62008 7590 12/12/2019 Certificate of Mailing or ‘Transmission
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC T herchy certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is hcing deposited with the United

; , States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
345 South Patrick Street addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above,or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 the USPTO via EFS-Webor byfacsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.(Typedorprinted name}

(Signature}} 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 APPLN. ‘TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PALD ISSUB FEE ‘TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS

PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH 3715 463-031000

2. For printing on the patent front page, list
(1) The namesofup to 3 registered patent attorneys : :
or agents OR,alternatively, 1_ Maier & Maier, PLLC
(2) The nameof a single firm (having as a member a
tegistered attorney or agent) and the names of upto=—«_2
2 registered palent allorneys or agents. If no nameis
listed, no name will be printed.

CFR 1.363).

I Changeof correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 
J “Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Numberis required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATATO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(printor type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless anassigneeis identified below, no assignee data will appear onthe patent. If an assigneeis identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded,orfiled for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion ofthis form is NOTa substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE:(CITYand STATE OR COUNTRY}

GREE,Inc. Tokyo, JAPAN

 
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : L} individual Corporation or other private group entity J Government 

Aa. Fees submitted: [Xlissue Fee (publication Fee (if required) Ldadvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paidfee shown above)

(XI Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (J Enclosed check 4 Non-electronic paymentbycredit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

XJ The Directoris hereby authorized to charge WAXNKNKIEN(SX any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 30-5976

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE:Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee paymentin the micro entity amount will not be acceptedat the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE:If the application was previously undcr micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entitystatus.
NOTE:Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

I Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

I Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 
I Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE:This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CTR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CER 1.4 for signature requirements andcertifications.
 

Authorized Signature /Timothy J. Maier/ Date January 24, 2020

Typed or printed name TimothyJ. Maier Registration No. 31,986
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 19-Jun-2019 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Koichi SUZUKI

fleeTimothy HosePh Mater/Kell Hares
Attorney Docket Number: 09850001COA

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Sub-Totalin

USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Description Fee Code

 

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE
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_ Sub-Totalin

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous: 
Total in USD (S$) 1000
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16445642

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9486

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Date: 19-JUN-2019 

Time Stamp: 18:14:53

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number E20201NI15139421

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Kelli Harris

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges) 
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File Listing:

Document eas . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.) 

115637

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf Idafa9ecbe 1bS0d 18677 13913a1a3f5e8ed
dfdeo

Information:

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 3477d20e318907b302a7d65c212bdc4a6fs

 

Warnings: 

Information:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
nationalstage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
andofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Dec code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
ve - . - Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

feeCSC~S
|
 

  
Application Number   

 
 

 2019-06-19

3715

Damon Joseph Pierce (9486)

09850001COA

Filing Date 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

Art Unit 

Examiner Name   
 Attorney Docket Number

 
 

U.S.PATENTS

. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
Examiner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial No Code’ of cited Document

Figures Appear   
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Examiner] ,. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
“ey Cite No . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code'| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear  
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS [Remove]

Nameof Patentee or Pages,Columns, Lines
Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Publication where Relevant
Initial* Number? Code?i Date Applicantofcited Passages or Relevant

Document Figures Appear

P01 1-098013

 

 

Cited in NPLcite No. 1;
machine-generated

2011-05-19 |[COPCOM CO LTD English Abstract
provided.

Cited in NPL cite No. 1;

2013-02-21 |IBANDAICO machine-generated
English translation and
Abstract provided.

    Cited in NPLcite No. 1;
machine-generated

5382896 2014-01-08 REE INC English Abstract
provided.

P013-034828

EFS Web 2.1.18
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16445642

2019-06-19

Application Number 

 Filing Date

First Named Inventor

Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A

 
 
 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Koichi SUZUKI

  
 

Damon Joseph Pierce (9486) 

 

 

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add
NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS

 
 

 
  

Include nameof the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s),
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner Cite
Initials*

lapanese Office Action issued on January 7, 2020, in connection with counterpart JP Application No. 2018-236124 (5
pgs., including machine-generated English translation).

If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark hereiff
English languagetranslation is attached.

  
EFS Web 2.1.18
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16445642

2019-06-19

Application Number  
 

 
 

 
 

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A
Damon Joseph Pierce (9486) 

  
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
X_ from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the

information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2020-01-15   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et ,986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Vd220 Eapacenel-- search resulls

_EaeS   

Ae Espacenet
JP20110980154 COMPUTER PROGRAM, RECORDING MEDIUM, AND GAME DEVICE

Applicanis: COPCOM GO LTD
mentors: OTAKU RUIN, TAKAWA TOMGHIRG

IPC ASSUME Q9SPINGS ASSPIVSS, AGSPIZGG, ASSPIRTSES; ASIFINTSE; AGSPIMES;

%

Application number: JP2O082538504,

Priority numbers: JP20092535804 2009-74-04
Publication date: 2071408-19

Fling date: 2008-11-04

Priority date: 2000-11404
Published ag: JP20710860 134)IP$8437S582

Abstract: COMPUTER PROGRAM, RECORDING MEDIUM, AND GAME DEVICE

<P>PROBLEM TOBE SOLVED: To prmvide a game program capable of allowing a fighting games among teams campoged of

an appropriate number of players despite of imbalance of the number of the players who belong to a group or teke part in the

fighting from each group, so 4s to let the participating players actually feel the fin. <P>SOLUTION: The game program 16

makes a computer function as a group registration means, a team organization means, and a tearn match-up control means. Ag

for the players who fake part in the fighting among the olayers registered in the seach group, the tram organization means allows

ail the players registered In the same group fo belong to the same team and the players registered In diflgrent groups to belong

ta the same team, <P>COPYRIGHT32071, JPOSINPIT

hiins/Aanridaviceaspacenst.comnatant/searchinmlwikia1 8o8G2fnublicationUP20THSAPq =[neI GOSOTS 4
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Abstract SERVER DEVICE, CONTROL METHOD THEREOF, PROGRAM, AND GAME SYSTEM

SUBJECT OF THE INVENTEON The server apparatus ofc. which provide the garne which the Interest properly and interesting

property of a batileicompetiticn event can be Improved, and can puff up the interest and the real thrill of the whole game are

Implomantiachieved, PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED The sener apparatus by this invention accesses the relevant information on

ihe game containing one or more baftielcompetition events, performa various calculation, and is provided with the control part

which displays a gare image on a terminal device. Far example, in each tum of 4 battielcompetition event, the alignment

display of the some character card efc. is once given at the pallet Fp, and a player selects from them the character card used

for a batilelcompeatition with enemy characters. The pallat Fp is replenished with another character card at any time. When the

eum total of the soint Gor example, AP) set io the character card which a player selects at this thne becomes below in that

upper limit set separately, selection of those character cards is permited,

hiins/Aanridaiceaspacenst.connatent/searchifamlyOSG038678aublioatoryJPSSa28GG1Pas| pRARsass 4
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JP201350348284 GAME SYSTEM, CONTROL METHOD THEREOF, AND PROGRAM

Applicants: BANBAI GO
mentors: NAKAMURA YASUYOSHL SEKIOKA DAISUKE

 %

IPC ASIPIMIG, AGSPISTE AGRPISES, AGIPIDGE AGSPIMS, AGSPIDPOE, AGSPISTSS;

Application number: JP2O112427834

Priority numbers: JP200¢24627934 2041-4 1-404
Publication date: 23-02-21

Fling date: 2011-1144

Priority date: 2041-17-04
Published ag: JP20 1S0GdS284JPS12938581

Abstract: GAME SYSTEM, CONTROL METHOD THEREOF, AND PROGRAM

PROBLEM TOBE SOLVED: Yo create a deck for every pluralily of game modes, or io smoothly start a network

match SOLUTION: A game system recelvas a registration request, and relates a unique user ID to a user who has serformed the

ragistration request for nagistering In @ user management database. Also, the garne system adds a card ID of not fess than ons

card fo a deck table fom arnorg a plurality of cards related to a user 1D of a user for each of the registered users, and creales 2

deck having 4 diferent deck ID In relation te eliher game [> In a plurality of gare fnrmats. in reception of a selection request of 4

game format from a user terminal, the game system displays a deck table related to the game 1D in the game format concemed.

hiins./Asnridaiceaspacenst.connatent/searchiiamlid78o2G80/oublicationUP201 SG4a284PasJPARas, i)
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Notice
This translation is machine-generated. It cannot he guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate,

complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisians, such as commercially relevant ar

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output,

CLAIMS JPZ2013034828

i,

A game system that uses a deck, which is a card graup composed of one or more cards registered

in advance in @ game system, and in which a game progresses when users exchange cards in the

deck. User registration means for receiving a registration request of the user, assigning a unique

user [D to the user who made the registration request, and registering the user in the user

menagement database, and for cach of the users registered in the user management database, A

login management unit that manages the date and time of receiving a login request to the game

system in association with a user ID, and adding the registered user 1D to a battle list that is a list

of users who can participate in the game. List displey means for displaying, wherein the lst

display means comprises: Gaming system, wherein the log management unit is managed by, the

date andtime when receiving a login request to the user [D of the user is within the

predetermined time period from the current date, and displays in addition to the higher of the

battle lst.

2

The list display means divides the hattie list into a plurality of pages, displays the battle list on a

page-by-page basis, and executes an uwodaete process of ihe battle list ta determine a user who can

participate inthe game. The game system according to claim 1, wherein the user TD included in

the first page in the immediately preceding update process among the user [Ds is not Included in

the first page after the update process.

3.

For each of the registered users, a class ID, which is a class that fluctuates according to a result of
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a battle between the users and indicates one of predetermined classes, is associated with the user

if} of the user, in addition, the first page ofthe battle list displayed for each of the registered

users has a class [D higher than the class [D associated with the user. 3. The game system

according to claim 2, wherein at least one user ID associated with the assigned user ID and at

least one user ID} assoeisted with the lower class ID are included.

4.

A plurality of cards each having a different card ID, a possessed card assaciated with the user ID

of the registered user by registering a real card purchased in the real world with tae game

system, The game svstem according to any ane of claims L te 3, further comprising a rental card

thal is temporarily associated with the user [D of the user when the user purchases the game in

the game.

3.

Along with e plurality of different display effects on the display device ofthe user terminal,

further comprising a selling means for selling the rental card, and an input meana for receiving a

point input made on the user terminal, the plurality of display effects at least And changing the

exposure slate of the card image according to the number of times of the point Inpul on the

image of the ecard eiectian device, and notifying that the rental card has been purchased when the

card image is completely exposed. By the first effect and the potnt input on the image in which

the card is wrapped, atransition is made to the image in which the wrapping is broken, and the

card image is exposed from the wrapping and the purchase of the rental card is performed. The

second effect ta be notified and the point insertion on the image of one confectionery bag among

the images of the plurality of confectionery bags In which the cards are enclosed, Athird effect of

notifying that the card image is exposed from the one confectionary bag tegether with the

mastication saund of the confectionery after the image of the one confectionary bag has moved,

and that the rental card has been purchased. The game system according to claim 5, wherein the

game system includes any one ofthe above.

&,

A method for controlling a game system in which a game is advanced by using a deck, which is a

card group composed of one or more cards registered in advance in a game system, and users

play cards in the deck. A user registration step of receiving a user registration request from a

user terminal, assigning a unique user [ID ta the user who has made the registration request, and

registering the user (D in a user managemont database: and alogin management means of ine

gaine system. A login management step of managing a date and time when a login request to the

game system is received from a user terminal in association with a user ID for each of the users

registered in the user management database, and a Hst display unit of the game system [s the
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user J of the registered user And a list dispfay step of adding and displaying the Hst to a battle Het

thai is a list of users who can participate in the eame, wherein the list display means is managed

by the login management step in the list display stes. A method of controlling the game system,

wherein a user 1D of a user whose login date and time is received within a predetermined periad

oftime from the current date and time is added to a higher rank of the battle list and displayed,

oy
é.

A program for causing a computer to function as each means ofthe game system according to

claim 1.

8.

A gaine system in which @ game progresses by using a deck, which is a card group composed of

ong or more cards registered in advance in the game system, and users exchanges cards inthe

deck, wherein the game system includes: In the user interface displayed on the display means, a

user ID display unt indicating a unique user [Din the user management database assigned to the

user who has made the registration request, and a user who has logged in among the users

registered in the game system. A game display system comprising: a user display unit that

displays a list of users who can participate in the game, in which users whose date and time are

within a predetermined period from the current date and time are ranked higher.
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Notice
This translation is machine-generated. It cannot he guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate,

complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisians, such as commercially relevant ar

financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output,

DESCRIPTION JPZO13034828

A deck is created for each of a plurality of game modes, or a network battle is started smoothiy. A

game system receives a registration request, associates 4 user who has made the registration

request with a untaue user ID, and registers the user [D In a user management database, in

addition, the game system adds, for each of the registered users, card [Os of one or more cards

among a plurality of cards associated with the user ID of the user to the deck table, and

generates a plurality of game formats. A deck having a different deck ID is created in association

with one ofthe game IDs. When the game system receives a game format selection request from

the user terminal, the game system displays a deck table associated with the game type game ID.

‘Selection diagram! Fig. 1

Game system, control method thereof, and program

[eout]

The present invention relates to a game system, a control method thereof, and a program, and

more particularly, to a game system for realizing a battle between users using cards in a game, a

control method thereef, and a program.

(0002)

There is a game system that allows e user to register a card Weal card} on which characters or

the like are actually purchased or obtained in the real world end draw the character, and use the

card in a game expressing a virtual world...
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in many of such game systems, network battles are performed between users, and asin Patent

Document 1, the user creates @ card group called a deck composed of a plurality of cards

according tc game rules, You can take part in battles.

Po0g3]

The game svatemusing the real card not aniv allows the user to anioy the battle in the game as

usual, but also enjoys collecting the real cards. Por example, an attractive character is decorated

and drawn ona resl card, andthere is a way of enioying viewing the card, in addition, so-called

rare cards or the like, which have a small number of issued cards, are difficult to obtain, and have

an added value capable of developing the game advantageously, are provided. It is expected that

you will experience the game continuously. That is, such a game system can be used by long

term fixed users by synergistically raising both the users ambition to increase the game record

in the game and the user's desire te obtain rare cards, Ik is expected to be dane.

(6004)

JP 2007-330807 A

[O008]

in such a game system, a plurality of game modes Gorms) such as an official league made

performed in aceardance with official rules and a free battle mode performed in accordance with

rules determined by users are provided so as not te bore the user. is done.

fooos]

In a conventional game system, a user creates a plurality af decks in advance, and selects a deck

to be used for 4 match from the plurality of decks created in advance, and performs a mateh.

When multiple game mades are prepared, the strategy is different depending on the game mode,

such as differences in rules, so users prefer to create decks for each game made. When selecting

a deck te be played, an Incorrect deck other than the deck created forthe game mode may be

selected,

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 87



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 88

(0007)

On the other hand, in a game system in which a deck Is created from a limited type of cards and

a match is played, ifthe game system is operated for a certain period fram the start of the

service, combinations of decks used by a user may be limited. .

This is because information sharing such as game capture between users and decks imitating

users with a high winning rete increase. When the combination of the decks used by the user is

liraited, the battle with the user using the same deck may be continued, which may distract the
user,

roooa]

Por this reason, some game systems sell new real cards in conjunction with soflware version

upgrades as a measure to keep the user bored, The user can crente more various decks by

gurchasing a new real card and registering lt in the game system. That ds, since the overall user's

interest can be guided to a game capture method using a deck including a new card, continuous

introduction of a new card results in an increase in iong-term users.

Pooag]

in the online match card game, each user registers the created deck, so that when another user

requests a match, the game system can register the registered deck with another user. Same

automatically use the match you used. In such a game system, for example, the user can select a

user to compete with fram a Het of users registered in the game system, and can compete with

each other. However, such a list includes users who have been registered in the game system and

have not used it for a long time. Por this reason, when a user desires a match between decks

using a new card, it may take time to find a user using the corresponding deck.

feoig]

An object of the present invention is to sclve at least one of the above problems.
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fool.

in order to achieve one of the above oblects, a game system ofthe present invention has the

following configuration.

[012]

A game system that uses a deck, which is a card group composed of one or more cards registered

in advance in a game system, and in which a game progresses when users exchange cards in the

deck. User registration means for receiving a registration request of the user, assigning a uniane

user [D ta the user who made the registration request, and registering the user in the user

management database, and for each of the users registered in the user management database, A

login mansgement means for managing the date and time of receiving a login request ta a ager

[Din association with a user 1D, and a Ust in which the registered user [De are added to a battle

Hist, widch is a list eof usera who can participate in the game, and displayed. Dienlay means, and

the Hst display means includes a login management It is managed by the date and time that

received the login request the user ID ofthe user is within the predetermined time period from

the current date, and displaying in addition to higher battle list.

fG013]

According ta the present invention with such a configuration, a network battle can be started

smoothly.

(0014)

The figure which shaws the exampis of the battle screen displayed on the display device of a user

terminal in the online battle card game which concerns on embodiment of this invention The

figure which showed the system canfiguration of the game system which concerns on

embodiment of this invention A diagram showing a functional configuration of the game server

201A diagram showing an example of a screen displayed when a free battle is selected in the

online battle card game according te the embodiment of the sresent invention In the online

battle card game according to the embodiment of the present invention, an official league A

diagram showing information defined for each class and a flowchart of a deck knitting process

according ta the embodiment of the present invention A diagram showing a sereen example for

creating, editing, and registering a deck accarding ta the embodiment of the present invention

Flow chart of deck registration processing according ta the embodiment Selection of a shop

mnenu according to the embodiment of the present invention A diagram showing an example ofa

screen displayed on a diagram for explaining a rental card purchase effect according to the

embodiment ofthe present invention Ancther diagram for explaining a rental card purchase

effect secording to the embodiment of the present invention Embodiment of the present

invention Still another disgram for explaining a rental card purchase effect according to the
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present invention. A flowchart of a free battle list update process accarding to the embadimentof

the present invention. A diagram showing a data structure according ta the embodiment of the

present invention,

[oo15]

<Game Overview> The game system according to one embodiment ofthe present invention

executes a simulationtype online battle card game that realizes a battle between users using a

deck composed of a plurality of cards registered In advance by each user. I do.

reoLg]

FIG. | shows a screen configuration of a battle screen displayed on a display device owned by

each user when the users battle each other.

The match screen 106 includes an opponent area LOL on which an opponent's hand-held cards

are displayed, an own area 102 on which owochand cards are displaved, and cards of each user,

which are arranged accarding to parameters set for each card. And a battle area LOS where

characters crawn onthe card battle each ather.

[OO17,

Inthe opponent area 101 andthe own area 162%, an avater 104 serving as a user's alter ego, a

ecard pile 165 in which cards constituting a deck to be used for a match are stacked in a

randomly set order, and a card arranged in a battle area 103, respectively. , A disposal area 167

in which cards that have become unusable are placed, and a gauge LO8 including a physical

strength gauge of the avatar 104.

fao1s)

The battle between the users is performed on a turn-by-turn basis, in which each user acquires

one card at a time from the card pile 105 in his or her area.

After a card obtained from the card pile 105 is placed in the standby area 106, the card is moved

to the battle area 103 after a predetermined number ofturns have elapsed, and the character
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drawn on the card is ready for battle,

Note that the cards stacked on the card pile 105 are displayed in a reversed state, for example, so

thai the card to be obtained next is not known.

Each card is set with a standhy time Giumber of turns) according to the drawn character, and

after the standhytime according to the card has elapsed after being placed in the standby area

LO6, the card is placed in the battle area 103, Be moved.

[0013]

When the card is moved to the battle area 105, 4 battle event between the drawn characters is

executed between the card and the card of the opponent user who is also placed in the battle

area 103,

As aresult of the battle event between the characters, the card ofthe character whose physical

strength has been lost becomes unusable, and is moved to the disposal area 107.

When the card of the opponent user is not placed in the battle area 105, the attack target ofthe

character drawn on the card moved to the baitle area 103 is the avatar 104 of the opponent
user,

foo2a]

In this way, the battle progresses as the users put out the cards inthe battle area 103, and allthe

cards in the deck have been moved to the discard area 107, or the user whose avatar 104’s

physical strength gauge has become @ is considered to be in the battle. Recome a loser,

Poo2h]

<System Configuration> A system configuration of = game system that executes 4 game program

of en online card game between users as described above will be described,
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FIG. 2 shows an exemplary configuration of the game system according to the present

embodiment,

foo23]

In the game system according to the present embodiment, a user terminal 202 a or b suchas a

PC used by each user connects to the game server 201 via the network 203.

Each user activates, for example, an Internet browser on the user terminal 202, accesses the URL

provided by the game server 201, and performs a login nrocess onthe game server 201,

thereby using the service of the online battle card game described above. be able to.

Poog3]

The game server 201 manages users registered In the anline match card game and executes a

game program related to the online match card game. The game server 201 outputs information

via the network 203 such that « pradetermined display is performed on a browser executed on

the user terminal 202 according to the game program. By executing the game program inthe

game server 2Q1, the deck organization of each user using the user terminal 202 and the battle

between the users are realized, Each of the user terminals 202 may be, for example, a PC having

a display device and a pointing device.

(e024)

(Functional Configuration of Game Server 201) Here, the functional configuration ofthe game

server 201 will be described in detail with reference to FIG,

(0025)

The CPU 361 controls the operation of each block included in the game server 201,

Specifically, the CPU 301 controls the operation of each block by reading out the game program
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ofthe online match card game of the present embodiment stored in, for example, the ROM 302,

developing the program in the RAM 303, and executing the program,

(0026)

The ROM 302 is a non-volatile memory and steres, for example, the operation of cach block and

operation parameters used in the game program, in addition to the game program of the online

battl: card game of the present embodiment.

[oo27]

The RAM 303 is a volatile memory, and is used net only as a development area for ihe game

program but aleo as a temporary storage area for intermediate data output in the operation of

each block, for examopie.

(0028)

The network [| / F $66 is an interface for connecting the game server 201 to the network 205,

and realises a communication connection conforming to 4a predetermined protocal.

The game server 2G1 is connected ta the network 205 via the network 1 / F 306, and receives a

login request from the user terminal 202 also connected to the network 263,

The game server 201 transmits and reesives information to and fram the user terminal 202 that

has logged in to the game server 261 vie the network i/P 9606.

foo29]

For example, when transmitting information from the game server 201 te the user terminal 202

used by one user, first, when the user logs in to the game server 201. an address specifying the

user terminal 202 used is The CPU 301 associates the information with the user [D ofthe user

Udentification information unique to each user} and stores the information in a user management

datebase 364 described later. The CPU 301 transmits information generated for the user [D in

the execution of the game program to the user terminal 202 using a communication path defined

by address information associated with the user [D,
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[6030]

As described above, the user management database 304 manages all users who log inte the

gaine server 201 by easigning a unique user ID to each user. information duser data) managed in

the user management database 304 is not limited ta the user ID. Por examoile, as shown in FIG.

L4A, 4 class [1D 1402 Indicating a class of each user, information 1405 ofa card owned by each

user And user information such es created deck information 1406, The user information is

managed in association with each user ID.

foo3il

The registration of a new user inthe user management database 304 is performed by the CPU

301 when 4 registration request via the network 203 from the user terminal 202 is received at

the network [/ F 466. The CPU 801 acquires information included in the registration request

received at the network 1/F 306, assigns a unique user ID to the user who made the registration

request, and, for example, user name 1403, connection terminal address information 1404, and

the like. Is stored in association with the user [D. Note that the user 1D may be generated by the

CPU 201 according to a predetermined rule so as ta include information on the order of

registration in the user management database 304, or may be information on a character string

specified by the user. When character string information specified by the user is used, lf is

assumed that an [D indicating the arder of registration is further assigned as an internal [0 of the

user management database 304 to the user ID.

foga3]

The card delabase 205 manages infarmation on alltypes of cards used in the online battle card

game of the present embodiment. The cards are managed as card data io which different card IDs

are assigned. For example, as shown in FIG. 14D, the card data includes information on a

character name 1441 of a character drawn on the card and parameters 1442 such as the attack

power and defense power ofthe character in the game.. The parameter 1442 Is associated with

the card 1D 1440 of each card. The card information 1405 owned by each user described above

is, for examele, information of a logical tvpe indicating whether or not the card is owned by all

types of card [Ds, information indicating the number of cards owned, and the like. And stored in

the user management database 304.
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[6033]

The graphic database 307 stores a data group for generating a graphieal user interface (GUD ta

be displayed on the display device of the user terminal 202 in the online battle card game of the

present embodiment. The CPL] S01] reads a user input at the user terminal 202 and a data group

for generating a GLaccording to the progress of the gamefrom the granhic database 307, and

transmits the data to the user terminal 202 of each user from the network 1 / F 206 via the

network 208.

foo34]

The group database 308 manages a groun table created for each “group”, which is a unit of

user allocation in an official league to be described later, in the online battle card game of the

present embodiment. The user 1D of the user assigned to the group is added to the group table.

Each group table is managed by assigning 4 unique group ID 1434, for example, as shown in PIG.

inthe online match card game according to the present embodiment, users who oarticipate in

the official league are assigned so that a group is formed by users who have been assigned the

same class as described below. Therefore, each group table inchides the class 1D 1431] and

information (1432, 1433} ofthe user to which the same class ID as the class ID is assigned.

[oo3s]

In the game system of the present embodiment configured as deseribed above, the game

provided to the unser and the processing thereof will be described below.

Pog3g]

<Game Type> When the user logs in to the game server 201, a scroen having a menu tab as

shown in FIG. 4 is displayed on the display device of the user terminal 202.

As shown in the menu tabs 401ato 401d, in the online battle card game of the present

embodiment, the user is provided with “free battle” (4018), “ original league” (4016),

“ official league ° (40 1c¢), "Intercent” (44014).
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fog37]

The provided games each have the following features. Free Battle: The user arbitrarliy selects 2

fighting user from other users currently registered in the game system, and plays against a deck

previously set for a free battle by the fighting user (free battle} In order to save the trouble of

deck construction, the deck set for the ariginal league ar the official league may be used instead.)

“Original League: A league match in which one user acts as a host and recruita multiple users

according to the regulations set by the host. ° Official league: A league battle held on the game

system, in which all users whe have organized official league decks, ranked according ta the

user's performance, participate. All users are divided ints one or more groups and play a match

so that the period of the league match is net prolonged. Interception: The content and the result

of the battle when the other user is selected as a free battle campetitor are displayed.

[6038]

in the present embodiment, the “league match” will be described as performing a round robin

maich between users participating in one group in the league match, For example, a tournament

imatch or a predetermined period And a predetermined number of battles that can be executed in

the game.

fooag)

<Deck Formation / Registratian? As shown in FIG. 14A, in the online battle card gameof the

present embodiment, the user forms a “deck” composed of one or more cards for each tyne of

game. Can be.

The deck information 1406 is managed in the user management database 304 in association

with the user ID. As shown in PIG. 148, the deck table indicating the information of the deck

includes a deck 1D 1420 for identifving the deck managed by the user,a game ID 1421 for

indicating the type of game, and one or more cards constituting the deck. [D 1422 is included. In

the present embodiment, one user can form a plurality of decks by using the cards owned by the

user by the following deck forming process. Furthermore, by selecting and registering a game

that uses the organized deck by a deck registration process described later, the user can

associate the deck associated with the game ID indicating the selected game with the user ID of

the user, and It can be stored in the mansgement database 304,
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fo04g]

(Deck formation process} Here, in the game system ofthe present embodiment, each of the users

(hereinafter, operation users) added to the user management database 304 in response to the

registration request from the user terminal 202, stores a deck for each game. The deck knitting

process executed at the time of knitting will he described with reference te the flawchart of PIG.

The processing corresponding te the flowchart can be realised by the CPU S01 reading outa

corresponding processing program stored in, for example, the ROM 302, expanding the program

in the RAM 303, and executing the program. In the present deck knitting process, the “deck ”

menu 402 ts selected hy the operating user on the display screen shawn in FIG. 4 to transit to the

deck menu display screen. The description will be given on the assumption that the information

indicating that the “create / edit” menu is selected is started when the CPU 301 receives the

information via the network 1/ PF 306.

fGo4h]

PIG. YA shows a dianley screen displayed on the disnlay device of the user terminal 202 when the

“ deck creation / edit” menu of the pull-down menu 701 is selected. The display screen for

creating / editing the deck includes 6 pulfdown menu 701, a deck Hst 702, 6 new creation

button 703, a deck formation srea 704, a possessed card ares 705, a total cost 7O6, and a

maximum cast 7O7,

[0042]

Apul-dewn menu 70f Includes a “create / edit deck” menu for creating a new deck or editing

an already created deck, or a “register deck” menu for registering the craated deck in each

game, It is a selection type menu lst.

(0043)

The deck list 762 is a Uist of decks created by the operating user, and each deck is arranged so as

to be selectabia.
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The information of the deck displayed In the deck list 702 is stared in the user management

database 304 as knitting deck information in association with the user [D ofthe operating user,

In the deck list 762, each deck is displayed, for example, as an icon composed of graphic data

corresponding to one representative card among the information of the cards included in the

deck. Specifically, ihe CPU 301 obtains the card ID of the representative card included in the

deck, reads graphic deta associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307, creates an

icon, and displays the icon,

(0044)

The representative card may be, for example, a leader card selected as a reference (base) for

determining the attribute of the deck, 2 card first registered in the deck, or a card arbitrarily

selected by the operating user.

ro045]

The new creation button 703 is a GUI for the operating user to issue a new deck creation

instruction.

When the operating user selects the new creation button 703 using the pointing device ofthe

user terminel 202 to be used, a new deck creation request is transmitted fram the user terminal

202 to the game server 201 via the network 203,

(0046)

The deck formation area 704 is an area in which a card added tothe deck is displayed when a

rew deck is created or an already created deck is edited. The operating user can create a deck by

selecting a card to he added te the deck from the owned card area 705 desertbed later and

dragging and dropping the ican of the card to the deck composition area 704.

(0047)

The possessed card area 705 is an area where a list of cards owned by the aperating user is

displayed, Information on a card owned by the operating user is stored in the user management
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database 304 in association with the user ID of the operating user, For example, when displaying

the deck creation / editing display screen, the CPU S01 reads the owned card information

associated with the user ID. As described above, the possessed card information includes, for

each of the card [Ds of allivpes of cards, information on the logical type of possession or not and

information indicating the number of possessed cards. The CPU 391 reads the graphic data

associated with the card ID fram the graphic database 307 and draws the graphic datain the

owned card area TO5 in accordance with the card 1D of the card including the information

indicating possession and the information on the number of cards. .

feo4g]

Note that cards that are already registered in the deck may nat be displayed in the owned card

area 705 without allowing cards to be duplicated between decks created by the operating user.

Por example, when displaying a deck creation / editing display screen for one user, the CPU 301

refers to the knitting deck information stared in the nser management database 304 in

association with the user [D of the user, and The information of the organized card 1D, which ts

the card TE included in the deck table, is obtained. Then, among the card [Qs of the cards owned

by the CPU S01, for the card Ws other than the organized card [Ds, the CPU 301 reads out the

graphic data associated with the card [Ds fram the graphic database 307 and drawa them onthe

owned card area 705. inthis way, by not displaying the cards already registered in the deck in

the owned card area 705, it is possible to avoid duplication of cards in the deck created by the

operating user.

(0049)

Note that the cards already registered in the deck are displayed in the owned card area 705, but

when the card selected in the area is added to the deck, the card ID of the card is included in the

organized card ID. In such a case, the configuration may not be added. Cards elready registered

in the deck are disslayed in the owned card area 765, but may be displayed in a nonvselectahie
MBANeL.

faosal

The total cost 796 and the maximum cost 707 are information indicating conditions for a deck to

be created. In the online battle card game, the concept of “cast” is provided so that the battle
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between users can be performed fairly, Hach card is provided with a point set in advance as

“sost” . The operating user needs to organize one deck so that the total cast (otal east) of the

cards included in the deck is equal to or less than a preset maximum cost. The cost is set higher

as the value of the card, such as a rare card, has an added value that allows the gameta be

developed advantageously, In addition, by setting the maximum cost so that a large number of

rare cards cannot be included in ane deck, it is possible to prevent the develonment of the battle

situation in the hattle between the users from becoming unilateral

Poosi]

As described above, allthe cards in the online battle card game of the present embodiment are

stared in the card database 305 in association with different card [Ds and information on the

parameters ofthe characters drawn onthe cards. Bach of the cards has a cost set according to

the character being drawn, and the CPU 301 adds up the coste of the cards added to the deck

being created or edited, and displays the total cost 706 to he displayed in the lotal cost TOs.

Obtain information indicating cost.The information of the maximum cost 707 is the maximum

value of the total cost of the cards constikuting the deck. The value of the maximum cost may be,

for example, a value determined according to the card selected as the base of the deck, may be

fixed according to the game, or may be a value that does not change in the online battle card

game. .

fd082)

The save buttan 708 is a GUi for the operating user to give an instruction to register a card

added to the deck formation area 704 as a deck. When the operating user selects the save button

7O8 using the pointing device of the user terminal 202 to be used, a deck registration request is

transmitted fram the user terminal 202 to the game server 201 via the network 203.

[6053]

In the follawing deacription of the deck knitting processing, processing when a new deck is

created will be described. However, the following processing is also performed when editing a

deck that has already been created, except far the processing of S601 and 56032. Antiicable.

foo54]
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in step S601, the CPU 301 determines whether a new deck creation request has been made from

the user terminal 202 used by the operating user.

Speelfically, the CPU 201 determines whether orp not information indicating that the operating

user has selected the new creation button 703 has heen received vie the network 1 / F306 on

the display screen for deck crastion / editing. Ifthe CPU 341 determines thet a new deck

ereation request has been received, the process proceeds to S602: otherwise, the CPL 301

repeats the process of this step.

Pegss!

In 8602, the CPU 30] assigns an unassigned deck [Dto a newly created deck, and creatas a deck

table associated with the deck [Din the RAM 303. The unassigned deck [D may be any deck IB

thai has not been assigned to the operating user.

[oos6]

in $693, the CPU 301 determines whether an instruction to add a card to the deck has been

issued, Specifically, the CPU 301 receives, via the network | / FP $06, information indicating that

the card displayed in the owned card area 705 has been selected by the operating user and

dragged and dropped inte the deck organization area 704. tis determined whether or not an

instruction to add a card to the deck has been issued. Ifthe CPU 301 determines that an

instruction to add a card ta the deck has been issued, the process proceeds to $5604, and ifthe

CPU 301] determines that the Instruction to add a card has not been issued, the process proceeds

to S6G5.

[0057]

When the CPU 301 determines that an instruction te add a card to the deck has been issued, it is

assumed that information indicating the card ID of the selected card is obtained fram the

network 1 / F306.

fo058]
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in S604, the CPU 301 adds the card ID information of the selected card to the deck table created

in S602,

Further, the CPI 301 acquires information on the cost of the added card [Df fram the card

database 365 and adds the information to the total cost value stored in the RAM 303, far

example, to update the display of the corrasponding total cast 706.

(e059)

In S605, the CPU 301 determines whether or nat a request for registering a deck has been made

fram the user terminal 202 used by the operating user. Specifically, the CPU 301 determines

whether or not Information indicating that the operating user has selected the save butten 708

has been received via the network | / PF 966. When determining that the registration request of

the deck has been received, the CPU) 301 shifts the processing to S606, and when determined

that the registration request has not been received, returns the processing te $604,

foo6o!

In S606, the CPU 301 determines whether or not the total cost Gotal cost} of the cards added ta

the deck table created in S862 is equal to or less than the value of the maximum cost,

Specifically, the CPU 361 obtains the value of the total cost and the value of the maximum cost

stored inthe RAM 365, for examale, and compares them. When determining that the total cost is

equal to or less than the maximum cost, the CPL 301 stores the Information of the deck ID and

the deck table stored in tae RAM 303 in the user management database 364 in association with

the user ID of the operating user, and Complete the knitting process. [fthe CPU 301 determines

that the total cost is greater than the maximum cost, the CPU 301 transmits 4 notification

indicating that the total cost exceeds the maximum cost to the user terminal 202, and shifts the

processing to 5603. Specifically, the CPU$01 reads, from the graphic database 307, graphic data

of a notification indicating that the total cost exceeds the maximum cost, for example. Then, the

CPU 201 transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 via the network [ / F 306 together

with an Instruction to superimpose the graphic data on the current display screen.

[oo6t]

In this way, each of the users can create a deck including one or mare cards owned by the user.
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[6062]

(Deck Registration Process} Next, the deck registration process of registering the deck created by

the deck formation process as a deck to be used for an arbitrary game of the online battle card

game of the present embodiment will be described with reference to the flowchart of FIG. I da.

The processing corresponding to the flowchart can be realized by the CPU 301] reading out a

corresponding processing program stered in, for example. the ROM 302, expanding the program

in the RAM 305, and executing the program. In this deck knitting processing, the “deck” menu

402 is selected by the operating user on the display screen shawn in FIG. 4 to transit to the deck

menu display screen, andthe “deck registration” of the pulldown menu 701 is further

displayed an the transition screen. The description will be made assuming that the information is

started when the CPU S01 receives the information indicating that the menuis selected via the

network 1 / P 206,

ro06a]

FIG. 75 is a display screen displayed on the display device of the user terminal 202 when the

“ deck registration” menu ofthe pulldewn menu 701 Is selected. The display screen for

registering the deck includes a pulldown menu 701, a game selection list 710, a deck candidate

area 7i1, a registration butten 712, a deck selection area 713, a selected deck 714, and a deck

configuration display area 715.

fa064)

The game selection list 716 is a pulldown Hal for selecting a game for registering a deck. in the

present embodiment, the pulldown list of the game selection list 719 includes the above-

montioned “free battle”, “originalleague”, “official league”, and “interception” as

selectable games.

[O06]
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The deck candidate area 711 is an area for stocking the registered candidate deck, The operating

user selects a deck as a registration candidate from a deck selection area 713 described later,

and drags and drops an icon of the deck ta the deck candidate area 711 to display the deck as a

registration candidate in the deck candidate area 711. Can be.

foosé]

The registration button 712 is a GUI for the operating user to give an instruction to register a

deck (group) of registration candidates stocked in the deck candidate area T11 as a deck to be

used in the game selected in the game selection Het 710... When the operating user selects the

registration button 712 using the pointing device of the user terminal 202 to be used, a

registration request for a registration candidate deck is transmitted from the user terminal 202

to the game server 201 via the network 203. Note that the registration butten 712 is used, for

exainple, when the decks ta be registered are not stocked in the deck candidate area 711 or

when the decks stocked in the deck candidate area 711 do not satisfy the regulation of the game

to be registered. It may be displayed in an unselectable state.

fOos 7]

The deck selection area 713 is an area created by the above-described deck knitting processing

and in which a deck stored in the user management database 304 in association with the user [D

ofthe operating user is selectably displaved. In the present embodiment, the decks displayed in

the deck selection area 713 are decks that have not been registered in any of the above:

mentioned “Free Battle”, “ Original League”, “Official League”, and “Interception Battle ”

games, is displayed. Specificaily, the CPU $61 reads the information of the deck table stored in

the user management database 304, out of the decks associated with the user [D of the operating

user, which is not associated with the information ofthe game ID using the deck. . In the present

embodiment, a description will be given assuming that anly decks that have not been registered

in the game are displayed in the deck selection area 719, bul the present Invention is not limited

to this. Far example, in the deck selection area 713, a deck already registered in the game may be

displayed together with a notification indicating that it has already been registered, or may be

displayed in a state where it cannot be selected. Then, similarly to the deck list 7062, the CPU 301

obtains the card ID af one representative card from the card [Ds included in the deck table ofthe

deck, and the graphic data associated with the card [D from the graphic database 307. The icon

is read out, an icon is created, and displaved in the deck selection area 715.
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(0068)

The selected deck 714 indicates a deck selected by ihe operating user in the deck selection area

713. Inthe deck configuration display area 715, cards constituting the selected deck 714 are

displayed,

10069)

in 8801, the CPU S01 determines whether or not an instruction to select a deck has been issued

from the user terminal 202 used by the operating user. Specifically, the CPU 301 receives, via

the network I/F 206, information indicating that the operating user has selected the deck

associated with the user ID of the cperating user displayed in the deck selection area 713. Thus,

His determined whether or not an instruction to select a deck has been issued. [fthe CPU 361

determines that an instruction to select a deck has been issued, the process proceeds ta SROZ. If

the CPU 301 determines that an instruction to select a deck has not been issued, the process

proceads to S803. In step $8 <b? 802, the CPU 801 sequires information an the deck [D indicating

the deck selected by the operating user, and reads from the user management database $04 a

deck table associated with the operating user's user [D and to which the deck ID is assigned. .

Then, the CPU 301 refers to each card [D included in the read deck table, reads graphic data

associated with the card ID from the graphic database 307, and draws the graphic data in the

deck configuration display area 715.

fO07 0]

In S803, the CPU 201 determines whether or not an instruction has been given to make the

selected selected deck 714 a registration candidate. Specifically, the CPU G91 transmits

information indicating thet the selected deck 714 among the decks displayed in the deck

selection area 713 has been dragged and dropped to the deck candidate area 711 by the

operating user to the network 1 / PF 306. tis determined whether or not an instruction to select

the selected deck 714 as a registration candidate has been made based on whether or not the

information has been received via the selected deck. IP CPU $61 determines that an instruction

has been given to select deck 714 as a registration candidate, it moves the process to SRO4, and

if it determines that no instruction has been given, it moves the process fo S805.
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ives

In step 5804, the CPU 301 stores the deck ID of the selected deck 7id in the RAM 303 as a deck

[D of a registration candidate. ILis assumed that a plurality of registration candidate deck [Ds can

be set, and information on the repistration candidate deck [Ds may be stored In the RAM 303 as

a list.

Poo72]

in 8805, the CPU S01 determines whether or not a registration request has been made ta make

the registration candidate deck a deck to be used in the game selected in the game selection list

710. Specifically, the CPU 361 determines whether a registration request for a registration

candidate deck has been made based on whether information indicating that the registration

button 712 has been selected by the operating user has been received via the network 1/ F 366,

ido. ifthe CPU 301 determines that a registration request for 6 registration candidate deck has

been made, the process proceeds te SBQ8. Ifthe CPU 301 determines thal a registration request

has not been made, the process returns ta S801,

fG073]

in S806, the CPU 301 reads oui information on the deck ID of the registration candidate stored

in the RAM 303. Further, the CPU 301 acquires information of a game ID corresponding to the

game selected in the game selection Hst 714. Then, the CPU 301 stores the game ID in the user

management database 304 in association with the deck table correspanding ta the registration

candidate deck ID, and completes the deck registration processing. Note that the information of

the game [D corresponding ta the game selected in the game selection list 710 may be updated

in accardance with the game selected in the game selection list 710 and stored in the RAM 395,

orin this step A game [D associated with the item selected from the game selection list 710 may

be acquired from the ROM 3902.

fao74]

By doing so, the operating user can register the deck created in the deck knitting precess for

each game to be used. The deck registered for each game is selected by the operating user from a
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Hist when starting each game, or is automatically selected.

fOOTS]

in the present embodiment, the operation user has been described as performing “creation /

editing ofa deck“ and “ registering a deck ” onthe display screen displayed when the

“deck” menu 402 Is selected. And the registration method is not limited te this. For example,

ona dignlay screen for exch game disnlayed when any one of the menu tahs 40lato 401d

shown in FIG. 4 is selected, a deck for a corresponding game may be created and registered.

Foor]

<Card Tyoe> In the online match card game of the present embodiment, cach user can use two

types of cards for the match. Cme of the card itypesisa “owned card” that can be permanently

obtained by registering a real card purchased by the user in the real world, for example, by an

individual identification number printed on the real card in the game system. is there. The other

type ofcardiga “rental card” that can be temporarily acquired by each neer purchasing at a

“shop” inthe game.

ven

The rental card can be purchased using virtual money inthe game, which can be obtained by

winning the game, for example. The temporarily acquired rental card can be used in the same

manner as anormal owned card, such as being used for deck formation. The rental eard

information obtained by the operating user is stored in the user management database 304

separately fram the owned card information stored in the user msenagement database 304 in

association with the user ID of the operating user, for example. H may be managed in association

with the user ID. The rental card information acquired by the user includes, for example, logiea

type information indicating whether or not the card ID of all cards is owned as a rental card, and

the number of acquired cards as in the case of awned card information. It is. The information of

the rental card may be stored in the user management database 304 in association with the user

ID of the operating user who owns the rental card.

foo7s)
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The period during which the operating user can use the acquired rental card is determined In

advance, such as one match, one login, or a predetermined time.

foo79]

“Shape Hers, the shop where the above-mentionedrental card can be purchased will be

described with reference to FIG,

FIG. 9 shows a shop menu display screen io which a transition is made when the “shop” menu

403 is selected by the operating user on the display screen shown In FIG.

roosal

In the online battle card game of the present embodiment, a similar sales form is realized in the

game in accordance with the sales form of the real card. As shown in the figure, the rental card

acqiisition in the online match card game ofthe present embodiment is performed by acquiring

one card enclosed ina wafer (confectionery) bag, a virtual form such as a so-called Carddas

(registered trademark}. This can be done by selecting one ofthe form of acquiring two cards by

inserting money and turning the dial, or the form of acquiring three cards fram a bag (pack) in

which only cards are enclosed. it can. The selection buitens 901 ta 903 In PIG, 9 correspond ta

three acquisition modes, respectively. When the CPU 301 recaives, via the network [| /F 866,

information indicating that anv one of the selection buttons has been selected by the operating

user, is read out from the graphic database 307, a display screen is drawn, and transmitted to the

user terminal 202.

fOORL]

(Rental Card Purchase Effect} FIGS. 10 to 12 are diagrams for explaining screen transition

corresponding to each acquisition made, The CPU 301 receives from the network I / F 306, for

example, information indicating that point Input has been performed on a predetermined

component on the display screen using the pointing device of the user terminal 2G2 owned by

the operating user. Then, in response to the reception, the CPU 301] acquires the graphic data of

the screen to be transitioned fram the grephic database 307, and sequentially transmits the

graphic data to the user terminal 202 vie the netwark I/F 306.
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[O0R2]

When information indicating that the onerating user has selected the selection butten 9O1 on the

display screan of FIG. Gis received via the network | / F 306, the CPL 301 selects the

confectionery box 1001 (collection of confectionery bags) of FIG, The graphic data of the screen

to be read Is read from the graphic database 907. Then, the CPL 301 tranemits the graphic data

ofthe confectionery box 1GG] to the user terminal 202 used by the operating user via the

network | / F 306 together with an instruction to superimpose and display the graphic date of

the confectionery box LOO] on the display screen of FIG,

P6083]

The confectionery boxes are divided into sets corresponding to the appearance thine of the real

card, such as “first”, “second”, .., from the images of the confectionery bags arranged in one

confectionery box. You can get cards of the same appearance time. The information as to which

of gach set of cards used in the online match card game according ta the present embodiment

belongs to the set corresponding to the appearance time of the real card is, for example, the

number inchided in the card (1D of each card. it may be distinguishable. For exampie, the CPU

301 obtains information of a range of numbers included in the card ID included in the set

corresponding to each appearance time from the card database 305, thereby specifving a card

candidais obtained fram the candy bag of the selected candy box. it can, That is, a card in which

the number in the range is included in the card ID is a card candidate abtained from the

confectionery bag. When the user acquires a rental card of one appearance time, the CPU 301

sets a card [D randamiy selected from the candidate card [Ds as a rental card teniporarily owned

by the operating user, for example. What is necessary is fust te store if in the user management

database 304 in association with the ID.

Peog4]

When the operating user selects the left button 1002 or the right batten 1003, the CPU 301

receives the Information indicating the selection via the network [/ f 306, and stores the graphic

date in which the desired confectionery box is displayed at the center in the graphic database

367. Read from. Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data together with an instruction to

superiinpose the graphic data on the display screen af FIG. 9,
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[COR]

Purther, when the CPU 391 receives via the network | / F 306 that the operating user has

performed the point input te the GUT ofthe confectionery box, the CPU 301 reads out the

graphic dsta of only one confectionery box 1004fram the gersphie database 307. Then, the CPU

S01 replaces the graphic data for selecting the confectionery bax POO] with the instruction to

superimpose the graphic data for only the one confectionery box 1004 on the display screen of

FIG, Send to In the present embodiment, itis assumed that the graphic data of the confectionery

box 1004 includes images of a plurality of confectionery bags, for example, having a layer

structure and being separable,

rooss]

Further, when the operation user receives, through the network 1 / F 306, a point input and

selection of an image of one confectionary bag 1005 Included in the confectionery bax 1004, the

OPU SG] relurns ta 4 state as shown in PIG. An instruction to move the selected canfectianery

bag 1005 se as to hump out of the confectionery box 1004 is transmitted to the user terminal

202, As a result, on the display device of ihe user terminal 262, a transition Hke the selected

confectionery bag 1005 jumping out ofthe confectionery box 1004 is displayed. After maving

the confectionery bag 1005, the CPU GG1 transmits a drawing instruction for superimposing

only the confectionery bag 1005 on the sereen of FIG. 9 to the user terminsl 202 vie the network

i/F 306,

foos7]

Thereafter, on the display screen on which only the confectionery bag 1005 is displayed, when

the operation user receives via the nelwork 1 / F 306 that the point input has been performed on

the confectionery bas 1005,the CPU 801 determines that the confectionery bag is torn. The

graphic data of fc) is read fram the graphic datahase 307. Then, the CPU 301 replaces the

graphic data of only the confectionery bag 1005 with the instruction to superimpose the graphic

data of the confectionery bag on the display acreen of FIG. To the user terminal 202 via the

internet.
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foogs|

Further, at this time, the CPU 301 reads out the graphic data (card image 1006) corresponding

to the randomly determined card ID from the graphic database 307 and transmits the graphic

data to the user terminal 202 via the network I/F 306. The CPU 301 transmits to the user

terminal 202 a drawing instruction for sequentially exposing the card image at a predetermined

speed from below the graphic data in which the confectionery bag is broken. Ry doing in this

wey, as Shown dn FIG, FOC, an effect of exnosing the card image 1406 enclosed from the

confectionery bag is given to the operating user.

(0083)

After the entire card image 1006 is exnosed, the CPU 301 transmits an instruction to

superimpose and display only the card image 1006 on the display screen of FIG. Al this time, the

CRU S01 further reads graphic data notifving that the rental card has been acquired from the

graphic database $07, and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 together with an

instruction to superimpose the graphic data. For example. the CPU S01 reads ont the audio data

ofthe chewing sound of the confectionery stored in the ROM 302, transmits the audio data to

the user terminal 202, and causes the user terminal 262 to reproduce the audio data together

with an instruction to display only the card image 1604. In this way, itis possible to give the

operating user the same effect as in the case of chteining a card by purchasing a confection in

the real world.

(6090)

In addition, when information indicating that the operating user has selected the selection button

902 on the display screen in FIG. 9 is received via the network I/F $06, the CPU 301 returns fo

the card housing 1101 (discharge card} in FIC. Graphic data of a screen for selecting a housing to

be read from the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data of the

card housing LIGH to the user terminal 202 via the network [ / FP 306 together with the

instruction to superimpose the graphic data of 1101] on the display screen of PIG. When the

operating user selects the left button 1102 or the right button 1109, the CPU 301 receives the

information indicating the selection via the network [ / FP 306, and displays the desired card

housing at the center of the graphic data (FIG, 11), (B)) is read from the graphic database 307.

Then, the CPU 301 transmits the graphic data together with an instruction to superimpose the

graphic data an the display screen of FIG. 9.
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feoaL]

When the CPU 201 receives via the network | / P 306 that the operating user has performed a

point input to the GUI of the card casing, the CPU 301 reads out the graphic data of only one

card casing 1104 fram the graphic database 307, Then, the CPU 301 replaces the graphic data

for selecting the card housing 1101 with an instruction to superimpose the graphic data of aniv

the one card housing 1104 on the display screen of FIG, Transmit te terminal 22, In the present

embodiment, the graphic date ofthe card housing 1104 includes two back-facing Gn a state

where the back of the card is drawn) curd images that have a layer structure and ere separable,

for oxamote. I do.

[0092]

Further, upon recelving via the network | / F 306 the fact that the operating user has serformed

a point input to ine dial 1108 of the card housing Lid4, the CPL 301 sets the graphic date ofthe

card housing (104 according te the number of times of the point input. [s transmitted to the user

terminal 202 as shown in FIGS. 11C and iLD.

(6093)

The CPU 301 reads graphic data corresponding to the two randomly determined card [Ds fram

the graphic database 307 and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 via the

network 1 / F 806,

After the entire card image 11066 ts exposed, the CPU 301 issues an instruction to superimpose

the graphic date of the randomly determined card on the display screen of FIG. 9 Instead of the

graphic data ofthe card housing 1104 and the card image 1106. Send. At this time, the CPU 301

further reads graphic data notifving that the rental card has been acquired from the graphic

database 307, and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 together with an

inatruction to superimpose the graphic deta. By daing so, if is possible to pravide the operating

user with the same effect as in the case of obtaining a card in the card housing in the real world.

roog4]
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Also, when information indicating that the aperating user has selected the selection button 9O4

on the display screen of FIG. 9 is received via the network 1 / FP 306, the CPU 801 executes the

eard pack 1201 (card enclosed) of PIG. The graphic date of the screen for selecting the “ bag”

is read out from the graphic database 307. Then, the CPL SG1 transmits the graphic data ofthe

eard pack 1201] to the user terminal 208 viethe network [ / F 206 together with an instruction

to superimpose the graphic data of the card pack 1201 on the displey screen of FIG. When the

operating user selects the left hutton 1202 or the right bution 1203, the CPU 301 receives the

information indicating the selection via the network 1 / F 206, and stores the graphic datain

which the desired card pack is displaved at the center in the graphic database 307, Read fram.

Then, the CPU 301 trensmites the graphic data together with an instruction to superimpose the

graphic data on the display screen of FIG.

P6095]

Also, when the CPU 301 receives via the network 1 / F S06 that the operating user has performed

a point input to the GUI of the card pack, the CPU 361 graphically displays the graphic data of

only one card pack 1204 (PIG. 128Read from the database 307. Then, the CPU 301 converts

the graphic data of only one card pack 1204 into graphic data for selecting the card pack 12901

and superimposes the granhic data on the display screen of FIG. Send.

(dogs)

After that. on a display screen on which only the card pack 1204 is displayed, when the

operation user receives via the network [ / F 366 that a point Input ta the card pack L204 has

been performed, the CPU 301 responds according to the point input. A drawing Instruction to

split the graphic data of the card pack 1204 es shown in FIG. 120 is transmitted te the user

terminal 202. The division of the graphic data of the card pack 1204 gives the operating user an

effect indicating that the packaging of the card pack has heen cut,

fGoe7]

Further, at this time, the CPU 301 reads out the graphic data (card image 1205) corresponding

te the three randomly determined card IDs from the graphic database 307 and transmits the

graphic data to the user termine! 202 via the network 1 /F 806. Note that the CPU $61 transmits
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a drawing instruction for sequentially exposing the card Image af a predetermined speed from

below the graphic data of the divided card pack 1204 to the user terminal 203, In this manner,

as shown in FIG. 12D, an effect in which the card image 1205 enclosed from the card pack is

exposed is given to the operating user.

fogs]

After the entire card image 1205 is exposed, the CPU 301 transmits an instruction to

superimpose and display only the card image 1205 on the display screen of FIG. At this time, the

CPU 301 further reads graphic data notifying that the rental card has been acquired from the

graphic database $07, and transmits the graphic data to the user terminal 202 tegether with an

instruction to superimpose the graphic data. By doing so, it is possible ta give the operating use

the same effect ag in the case of obtaining e card by purchasing a card pack in the real world.

[6099]

As described above, in the online match card game of the present embodiment, the same method

of purchasing a real card in the real world is prepared on the game, so that the intuitive digplay

screen transition for acquiring the rental card is operated. It can be presented to the user.

(O10)

<Class System? In the online battle card game of the present embodiment, s five-stage system as

shown in FIG. SA is provided based on the battle results of the users in the official league.

The upper Emit number of users (Ucrnaxi, Ucmex2, Ucmax3, Ucmax4, and Ucmax4)is set for

each class, Hach of the classes is identified by the class [D, and the class is stored in the user

management database 304 in association with the user ID, so that the useris given a clags,

Po1gL]

In the official league held on the game system, users are distributed te groups, which are units in

which the users are distributed and battles are conducted. Users belonging to sach graup of the

official league are composed of users to which the same class ID has been assigned. In the official
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league, users are grouped for each predetermined period called 6 season, For the grouped users,

the rank is promoted or demoted according to the ranking in the official league atthe end ofthe

season, Specifically, the canditions for promotion or demotion of a class are determined for each

group of the class, for example, as shown in FIG. 5 (b), and the number of users determined for

each season of the official league between cach class is determined, Class fluctuates.

[0102]

For exemple, in C3, which is one of the ranks, in one group of the rank, three users (upgraded

Uup) whose ranks are i to 3 after the end of one season are promoted to C2 of the next higher

rank. | do. In addition, the users of the six ranks Ghe number of demoted persans Udown) of the

Lith ta 18th ranks are demoted to C4 of the next lower grade. In addition, the ranks of the seven

asers ranked 4th to 10th (stay) remain unchanged in the class C3. As shown in the figura, since

the total number of groups of C3 is 1600, after the end of one season, 1600 & 3 = 4800 users

(upgraded total number Lupe) of the entire C3 are promoted te C2 and 1606 & 6 = 9600. Users

who have been demoted to Udownt} will be demoted to C4.

food]

<Pree Battles The details of the free battle provided in the online battle card game of the present

embodiment will be described belaw.

Po1e4]

As described above, in the free battle, the operating user can perform a battle by arbitrarily

selecting another user registered in the game system.

Specifically, the operating user can play against other users registered in the game system whe

have already formed an interception deck. Information on other users te which the operating

user can compete is displayed in a list in the free battle list 404 as shown in FIG. 4, and the

operating user can perform a free battle by selecting another user on the screen...

[O105]
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(Free Battle List Update Processing} Here, the free battle list update processing for updating the

user displayed in the free battle list displaved for each user in the game system of the present

embodiment will be described with reference to the flewchart of FIG. Will be explained. The

processing corresponding to the flawechart can be reslized by the CPU 301] reading outa

corresponding processing program stored in, for example, the ROM 302, expanding the program

inthe RAM 303, and executing the program. The free battle list update process is described as

being started when the free battle menu tab 401a is selected by the operating user.

PO106])

Further, in this embodiment, when a login request of a user is received from the user terminal

202 via the network 1/P 306, the CPU 801 ussocistes the login request with the user ID of the

user whe has reeetved the login request and sets the date and time when the login request was

last received. Information 1408 (FIG. 14.4) is stored in the user management database 304.

[G107]

In step SESOG1, the CPU 801 acquires information on the class assigned to the operating user.

Specifically, the CPU S01 reads, from the user management database 304, information on the

class ID associated with the neer ID ofthe operating user.

[0108]

In step SiaG2, the CPU 401 sorts the users who are registered in the game system and have the

same rank as the rank assigned to the operating user, in descending order of the date and time

when the last login request was received. Create a list. Specifically, the CPU 301 first associates

the user [ID of each user stored in the user management database $04 with the user ID in order

to obtain the user 16) (participating user ID) of the user who can participate in the free battle. Po

obtain the user ID infermation of the user whose deck for the interception battle is registered.

The CPU 301 stores the acquired information on the participation user ID of the free battle in the

RAM 203.

fo109]
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Then, the CPU 361 reads the information of the associated class 1D framthe user management

database 304 for each of the free bettie participating user IDs, and the class [Dis the same as the

class ID assigned to the onerating user acquired in $1301. Ht is determined whether or not there

is. ifthe CPU 341 determines that the information of the class ID is the same, the CPU 361

acguires the participating user ID and the information of the last login date and time associated

with the participating user [> from the usar management database 304, and stores the same

class in the RAM 303. Add to the ist saquentisily, When the determination ss to whether or not

the clase [Ds are the same for alithe participating user [De is completed, the CPU 301 refers to

the Information of the last login date and time to change the same clags list stared Inthe RAM

363 to the login dete and time information. is sorted in descending order.

fe1igl

In step SP303, the CPU 301 sarts the users who are able to participate In the free battle and have

been given arank one rank higher than the rank given to the operating user, in descending order

ofthe date and time when the last login request was received. Create a customized Hat.

Specifically, the CPU 301 acquires the participation user ID of the free battle from the RAM 303.

Note that the user ID) added to the same rank list in S1302 may be excluded from the free battle

participation user TD acquired in this step. Further, the CPL! 301 reads the information ofthe

associated class 1D from the user management database 304 for each of the free battle

participating user [Ds, end the class [D is one rank higher than the class assigned te the

operating user, It is determined whether the ID Is the same asthe ID. ifthe CPU 301 determines

thai the information ofthe class [D is the same, the CPU S01 acquires the particinating user [D

and the information of the last login date and time associated with the participating user IE fram

the user management database 304, and Add te the Hst sequentially. Then, when it is determined

whether or not the class ID) has been asslened te all the participating neer IDs, the class ID of the

class one rank Righer than the class assigned to the operating user is completed, the CPU 301

updates the information of the last login date and time. By referring to the Hst, the upper class

list stored in the RAM 303 is sorted so that the login date and time are in descending order,

[OLLE)

ifthe class assigned te the operating user is Cl and there is no class higher by one, the process

of this step need not be executed. Further, in the present embodiment, a description will be given

assuming that a higher rank list of users who can participate in a free battle, to which e rank

higher than the rank given to the opersting user is assigned, is created. If may be configured hy a
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user ]D of a user who can participate in a free battle to which a higher rank is assigned.

fo1i2)

In step 8 <b> 1364, the CPU 301 sorts the usars who can participate in the free battle, to which

the rank given ta the operating user is lawer by one than the rank given te the operating user, in

descending order of the date and time of the last reception of the login request. Create a

customized list. Specifically, the CPU 301 acaulres the participation user [D of the free battle

from the RAM 303. Note that the user ID added to the same rank Hst in 51302 and the user ID

added ta the higher rank list in SISQ3 mey be excluded from the free battle participation user

[Ds acquired in this step. Further, the CPU 961 reads the information of the associated class ID

from the user management database 404 for each ofthe free battle participating user [Ds, and

the class [D is one rank lower than the class assigned ta the operating user. it is determined

whether the [D is the same as the ID. ifthe CPU 301 determines that the information of the class

ID is the same, the CPU 301 acquires the participating user ID and the information of the last

login date and dime associated with the participating user (D from the user management database

304, and Add to the rank list sequentially. Then, when itis determined whether or not the class

TD has been assigned io all the participating user [Ds, the class If of the class one rank lower

than the class assigned ta the operating user is completed, the CPU 301 updates the Information

ofthe last login date and time. By referring te the list, the lower rank list stored in the RAM 363

is sorted so that the login date and time are in descending order,

Po1ial

if the class assigned to the operating user is C5 and there is no lower class, the process of this

step need not be executed. Further, in the present embodiment, a description will be given

assuming that a lower rank list of users who can participate in a free battle, to which a rank

lower than the rank given to the operating user is assigned, is created. It may be configured with

a user ID of a user who can participate in a free battle ta which a lower rank is assigned.

P6114]

In step 81305, the CPU 301 obtains, from the RAM 303, information on the user [D of the user

included in the first page in the pre-nodate free battle list. In the online battl: card game of the

present embadiment, the CPU 301 stores the information of the user ID includedin the first nage

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 118



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 119

of the free battle st in the RAM 3038 every time it is updated. In the present embodiment, one

page of the free battle list includes information of six users as shown in FIG,

i011)

In 81306, the CPU 361 first determines a user to be displayed on the first page of the free battle

Het using the same rank list, the upper rank Het, and the lower rank Hat created in the RAM 303

in $1302 to SI S04, Snecifically, the CPL 301 first creates an empty free battle table in the RAM

363 corresponding to the free battle Hist. Then, user [Ds are selected and added to the table in the

sart order from the same class list, the upper elass list, and the lower class list. At this time, the

CPL S01 excludes the unser ID ofthe user included in the first page of the free battle list before

the update from the target te ba added to the firat page so that the user is not displayed on the

first page again. I da.

P6116]

For example, ag deseribed above, when six users are included in thefirst page of the free battle

list, the CPU 301 selects user [Ds in the same rank list in the sort order, that is, in descending

order of the login date and time, and adds the user [fs to the free battle Hst.. In this embodiment,

the first page of the free battice list basically includes the operating user so that the operating

user can smoothly start a battle with a user having the same rank as the rank given to the

operaling user. [tis assumed thal users with the same class are displayed. However, for example,

when the operating user wants to try a newly created deck, or when he / she wants to practice a

battle, he / she may want to play against a user who is higher or lower than the operating user.

For this reason, in the online battle card game ofthe present embodiment, it is assumed that the

top page of the free battle st includes at least ane user who has been assigned a rank higher or

lower than the operating user.

P61i7]

That is, for the first page of the free battle table, that is, the fields of the upper six people of the

table, the user (Ds of the four users included in the same rank list, the upper rank list, and the

lower rank list each include one. Add user IDs of two users, At this time, the CPU 301 obtains

free user [Ds of a predetermined number of users from the same class list, the upper class lst,

and the lower class st in which the added user [Ds are sorted in descending order of the login
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date and time. Add to battle tabie, Note that the CPL 291 may delete the user ID added to the

free battle table from each of the same class list, the upper class list, and the lower class list.

(O118)

In 81307, the CPU 361 adds the remaining user [Ds included in each of the same rank list, the

higher rank list, and the lower rank Uist to the free battle table, At this time, the CPLI SO] may add

the user [Ds te the frees battle tabie in the descending order of the login date and time, for

exemple, by referring to the information of the last login date and time associated with each user

TD. Further, on the pages other than the first page. only the user ID assigned the same rank as the

operaling user or the user ID assigned the same rank may be preferentially added to the free

battle table.

fG1i9)

In $1306, the number of user [Ds included in the same rank list, the higher rank list. or the lower

rank Het may be less than the number of users of the corresponding rank added to the fleid for

the first page ofthe free battle table. is there. In this case, the CPL) 301] may add the remaining

user [D to the field for the first page of the free battle table in $1307.

[0120]

In additicn, the user [D added to the free battle table in $1207 has been described as being the

user ID included in the same rank list, the upper rank list, and the lower rank list, but the user

[Ds of aillthe users whe can participate in the free battle are described. The ID may be a user [D

ofa user to which all classes are assigned.

foi2h)

By doing so, when the operating user performs a free battic, the user whose final login date and

time is close to the current time is displayed in the free battle list.

For example, when a new real card is intraduced, a user whose last login date and time is close to

the current time may be using a deck inchiding a possessed card obtained by registering the new
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real card, high. That is, by displaying the user whose final login date and time is close to the

current time on the first page of the free battle list, the user can play against the user who uses

the new card.

(O12)

As described above, the game system according te the present embodiment can create a deck for

each of a plurality of game modes, or can amoothlystart a network battle. Specifically, the game

system receives the registration request and associates the user who made the registration

request with a unique user ID and registers the user [D in the user management database. In

addition, the game system adda, for each of the registered users, card [Ds of ane or more cards

among a plurality of cards associated with the user ID ofthe user te the deck table, and

generates e plurality of game formats. A deck having a differant deck ID is created in association

with one ofthe game IDs. When receiving a game format selection request from a user terminal,

the game system displays a deck table associated with the game format game ID,

(6123)

In this way, when any one of a plurality of game formats is selected by the user, a list of decks

created as decks used in the game type can be presented to the user, Therefore, when playing a

game in one game format, the user can play the game withaut erroneously selecting a deck

created for another game format.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 19-Jun-2019 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

i

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

 
 

Description Fee Code seoepts) in

Pages:

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

Extension-of-Time:
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_ Sub-Totalin

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($) 
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16445642

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9486

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kelli Harris

Filing Date: 19-JUN-2019 

Time Stamp: 17:58:56

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number E20201EH59160736

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Kelli Harris

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges) 
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File Listing:
Document

Number DocumentDescription

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form {SB08)

Information:

File Size(Bytes)/
File Name Message Digest Part /.zip| (ifappl.)

1034654

IDS.pdf 821418c63577<226ac856f201 153e543d94

AU.S. Patent NumberCitation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in orderto correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References. If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

Other Reference-Patent/App/Search
documents

307668

NPL1_JPOA-01072020.pdf 69631 fd904728767a5063046F4d5 9d17bd

 

Warnings:

Information:

Foreign Reference

Information:

Foreign Reference

Information:

3670750

FR1_JP2011-09801 3.pdf 026534bI286eddd67ea605 682 bd 3d 2abAl

1980693

FR2_JP5382896.pdf 7d9adea7a3a1 9cSe26ab4 cfe65 abSd0f1110

 
 

 

 

3473766

5 Foreign Reference FR3_JP2013-034828.pdf no 73944¢063e8604b57dfca49288F4ael a0365a

Warnings:

Information:
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Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf ffOflaccd1a8e22e8e7f8cc5bc2d7749e3 1 Sel

 

Warnings: 

Information:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new applicationis being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
NationalStage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
andof the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.

 

 

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 159



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 160

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www. uspto.gav 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEAND FEE(S) DUE

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street

3715

DATE MAILED: 12/12/2019

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445 ,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI N98SH001ICOA 9486

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEIS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUSTBE PAID WITIIIN TIIREE MONTITS FROMTITE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOTBE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN

THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORMWILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLYTO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUSshownabove.If the ENTITY STATUSis shown as SMALL or MICRO,verify whether entitlement to that
entity statusstill applies.

Ifthe ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY S'TA'TUS is changed fromthat shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (fromstatus indicated above)”.

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

ll. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL,or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and ‘Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE(if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occurdueto the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

II. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communicationsprior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEEunless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenancefees are duein utility patents issuing on applicationsfiled on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More informationis available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
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PARTB - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and sendthis form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:=(571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be usedfortransmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE(if required). Blocks 1 through5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenancefees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
belowor directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS"for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Tee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its ownccrtificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

62008 7590 12/12/2019 Certificate of Mailing or ‘Transmission
MAIER & MAIER, PLLC T herchy certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is hcing deposited with the United

; , States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
345 South Patrick Street addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above,or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 the USPTO via EFS-Webor byfacsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.(Typedorprinted name}

(Signature}} 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 APPLN. ‘TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PALD ISSUB FEE ‘TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 03/12/2020

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS

PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH 3715 463-031000

2. For printing on the patent front page, list
(1) The namesofup to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR,alternatively, 1
(2) The nameof a single firm (having as a member a
tegistered attorney or agent) and the names of upto=—«_2
2 registered palent allorneys or agents. If no nameis
listed, no name will be printed.

CFR 1.363).

I Changeof correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 
J “Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Numberis required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATATO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(printor type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless anassigneeis identified below, no assignee data will appear onthe patent. If an assigneeis identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded,orfiled for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion ofthis form is NOTa substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE:(CITYand STATE OR COUNTRY)

 
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Ld individual LJ Corporation or other private group entity J Government 

Aa. Fees submitted: (hissue Fee (publication Fee (if required) Ldadvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paidfee shown above)

(LI Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (J Enclosed check 4 Non-electronic paymentbycredit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(J The Directoris hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE:Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee paymentin the micro entity amount will not be acceptedat the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE:If the application was previously undcr micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entitystatus.
NOTE:Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

I Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

I Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 
I Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE:This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CTR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CER 1.4 for signature requirements andcertifications.
  

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.
  

Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www. uspto.gav 
 

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

62008 7590 12/12/2019

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
3715

DATE MAILED: 12/12/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applicationsfiled on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to climinate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date ofthe patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issuc and publication fec payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA BurdenStatement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrumentthat will be used to collect the information and (i1) requires the agencyto inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collectionis estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Deparimenit of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,

Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no personsare required to respond to a collection
of information unless 1t displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records fromthis system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedomof Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whomthe record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuantto the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Adminisiralor, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and anyother relevant (i.e, GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the publicif the record wasfiled
in an application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced bycithcr a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issucd patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine usc, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware ofa violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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. . 16/445 642 SUZUKI, Koichi

DAMON J PIERCE 3715 Yes

~ The MAILING DATE ofthis communication appears on the coversheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDin this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENTRIGHTS.This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1{¥} This communication is responsive to 10/31/19 and 11/27/19.
OA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2.( An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3.1¥! The allowed claim(s) is/are See Continuation Sheet . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may beeligible to benefit from the
Patent Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more
information, please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to
PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.{¥] Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a) IAI b)( Some=*c) () None ofthe:

1.¥)Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. [1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

  

3. [1 Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

*“ Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE"of this communicationto file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIODIS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.7] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as"replacementsheets") must be submitted.
(1) including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentor in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.7] DEPOSIT OFand/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)
2.() Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (1) Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

Paper No./Mail Date .
3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. (J Other .

of Biological Material
4.) Interview Summary (PTO-413),

Paper No./Mail Date. 11/27/19.
/DAMON J PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

5. Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev, 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191203
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-37) Application No. 16/445,642

Continuation of 3. The allowed claim(s) is/are: 1-9,11-16,18-25 and 27-30
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 2
Art Unit: 3715

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT

1. An examiner’s amendmentto the record appears below. Should the changes and/oradditions

be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment maybefiled as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure

consideration of such an amendment,it MUST be submitted no later than the paymentof the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner’s amendmentwasgiven in an interview with Christopher

Ohslund on 11/27/19.

The application has been amended as follows:

“1. (Currently Amended) A methodfor controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen anda

second field abovethefirst field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck

whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the secondfield, undera first battle condition,

conducting a battle againsta first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term

parameter based onafirst-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of the battle

gameat a predefined end timing based ona start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on thestart timing

of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term afterthe first term, in the second field, under a

secondbattle condition whichis different from the first battle condition, conducting a battle against a
 

second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based

ona second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the battle game at a

second predefined end timing based on thestart timing of the battle game.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 3
Art Unit: 3715

2. The methodof claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined regardless of a

battle result in the first term.

3. (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second term,in

the second field, under a third battle condition whichis different from the first battle condition and
 

second battle condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle

against a third-term opponent character appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based

ona third-term card selected by the player.

4. The methodof claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving a reward to

the player.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength against at least one second-term opponent

character under the secondbattle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least onefirst-

term opponentcharacter under thefirst battle condition.

6. The method ofclaim 1, wherein at least one ofthefirst-term parameter and the second-term

parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

7. The methodof claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle result of

the first term.

8. The methodof claim 7, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an attack status in

the first term.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 4
Art Unit: 3715

9. The methodof claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a reward to

the player.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step comprising a selection of a card comprising at least one of

the set of: the first-term card or the second-term card;

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;

wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge element takes place after the player card

selection step.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-

term opponentcharacter appearingin the first term and conducting the battle against the second-term

opponentcharacter appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: thefirst-

term card and the second-term card;

displaying a player group on the second field, the player group comprising a formation including

a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted betweena player character in the player group and theat least

oneofthe set of: the first-term opponent character appearingin the first term and the second-term

opponentcharacter appearing in the second term.
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13. (Currently Amended) A gameapparatus configured to provide a battle game between a

plurality of players, comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of

client devices, and a rendition processing module comprising a battle processing unit;

wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen comprising a

first field at a lower position in the game screen and a secondfield abovethefirst field, wherein in the

first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged ina

horizontal direction;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a first term of the battle game, in the

secondfield, under a first battle condition, conduct a battle against a first-term opponent character

appearingin the first term using a first-terrm parameter based on a first-term card selected by a playerin

the plurality of players, and is configured to conclude thefirst term of the battle game at a predefined

end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to start a second term of the battle game ata

predefined start timing based on thestart timing of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term

after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle condition whichis different from thefirst

battlecondition, conduct a battle against a second-term opponentcharacter appearing in the second

term using a second-term parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and conclude

the second term of the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on thestart timing of the

battle game.

14. The game apparatusof claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.
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15. (Currently Amended) The game apparatusof claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit is

configured to, during a third term after the second term, in the secondfield, under a second battle

condition whichis different from thefirst battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent
 

ona battle result in the second term, conduct a battle against a third-term opponent character

appearingin the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the

player.

16. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle

result of the first term.

18. The gameapparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependenton an attack

status in the first term.

19. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against at least one second-term

opponentcharacter under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least

onefirst-term opponent character under thefirst battle condition.

20. The game apparatusofclaim 13, wherein at least one of the first-term parameter and the

second-term parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

21. The gameapparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing unit is configured to, during

at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-term opponent character appearingin

the first term, conducting the battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the
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second term, and conducting the battle against the third-term opponent character appearing in the

third term, perform the stepsof:

receiving a player card selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the first-term

card, the second-term card, and the third-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the secondfield, the player group comprising

a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player

characterin the player group and theatleast one of the set of: the first-term opponent character

appearingin the first term, the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term, and the

third-term opponent character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the gamescreen, an

interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element,

wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge elementtakes place after the player card

selection is received.

22. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-

readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatusprovided

with a memory unit to provide a gamefor executing a battle game betweena plurality of players, the

game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the stepsof:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a

secondfield abovethefirst field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck

whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;
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during a first term of the battle game,in the second field, undera first battle condition,

conducting a battle against a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term

parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term of the battle

gameat a predefined end timing based ona start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on thestart timing

of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term after the first term, in the second field, under a

second battle condition whichis different from the first battlecondition, conducting a battle against a

second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based

ona second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the battle game at a

second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.

23. The computer program productof claim 22, wherein the second battle conditionis

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory

computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to perform

the stepsof:

during a third term after the second term,in the second field, under a secondbattle condition

whichis different from the first battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent ona
 

battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against a third-term opponent character appearing

in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.

25. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

ona battle result of the first term.
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27. The computer program productof claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

onanattack status in the first term.

28. The computer program productof claim 22, wherein an attack strength against at least one

second-term opponentcharacter under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength

againstat least onefirst-term opponent character under thefirst battle condition.

29. The computer program productof claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-readable

medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to, during at least one of the

set of: conducting the battle against the first-term opponent character appearingin the first term and

conducting the battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term,

perform the stepsof:

receiving a player card selection of a card comprising at least one of the setof: the first-term

card and the second-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the secondfield, the player group comprising

a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group and theat least

one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-term

opponentcharacter appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatusis further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an interface

gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element, wherein a
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dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge element takes place after the player card selection is

received.

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-

readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatusprovided

with a memory unit to provide a gamefor executing a battle game betweena plurality of players, the

game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the stepsof:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a

secondfield abovethefirst field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck

whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, undera first battle condition,

conducting a battle againsta first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term

parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concludingthefirst term of the battle

gameat a predefined end timing based ona start timing of the battle game;

starting a second term of the battle gameat a predefined start timing based on thestart timing

of the battle game, and during [[a]]the second term after the first term, in the second field, under a

second battle condition whichis different from the first battlecondition, conducting a battle against a

second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term parameter based

on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term ofthe battle game at a

second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game;

during a third term after the second term,in the second field, undera third battle condition

whichis different from the first battle condition and second battle condition and is dependent ona
 

battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against a third-term opponent character appearing

in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.”
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Conclusion

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner

should be directed to DAMON J PIERCE whose telephone numberis (571)270-1997. The examiner can

normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm.

Examinerinterviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a

USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use

the USPTO AutomatedInterview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,

Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone numberfor the organization wherethis

application or proceedingis assigned is 571-273-8300.

3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained

from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available

through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer

Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/DAMONJ PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 175



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 176

Application No. Applicant(s)

16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi

Examiner Art Unit AIA (FITF) Status

DAMONJ PIERCE 3715 Yes

Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary

 

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) DAMON J. PIERCE.

(2) Christopher Ohslund.

Date of Interview: 27 November2019.

Type: Telephonic (|) Video Conference
C) Personal [copy given to: CJ) applicant CF applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: O Yes No.

If Yes, brief description:

  

   Issues Discussed 1101 ™112 (1102 [1103 M Others
(Foreachof the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed descriptionofthe discussion)

  

Claim(s) discussed: 1,3,13,15,22,24 and 30.

Identification of prior art discussed: n/a.

Substanceof Interview

(For eachissue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Sometopics mayinclude: identification or clarification of a reference
or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied referencesetc...)

The Examinercalled the Applicant to propose claim amendments to overcomepotential 112(b) rejections and
claim objections. Consequently, the Applicant agreed to the proposed claim amendments that can be found in the
corresponding Examiner's Amendment.

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview.

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and properrecordation of the
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and properrecordation including the identification of the general
thrust of each argumentor issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the general results or
outcomeof the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

© Attachment

/DAMON J PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper Na. 20191203
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US Classification - Searched*
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* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTESbox belowto determine the scope of
the search.

a

Interference Search
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Symbol

|=|PG Pubtext search 11/22/2019
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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Issue Classification|6/445 642 SUZUKI, Koichi

| | \| Examiner Art Unit
DAMON J PIERCE 3715

CPC Combination Sets

 

 
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 27

/DAMONJ PIERCE/ 03 December 2019 . . ~
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1+30 TAtB
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Issue Classification|6/445 642 SUZUKI, Koichi

| | \| Examiner Art Unit
DAMONJ PIERCE 3715

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMED

A63F

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

 
 
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 27

/DAMONJ PIERCE/ 03 December 2019 . . ~
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1+30 TAtB
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Issue Classification|6/445 642 SUZUKI, Koichi

| | \| Examiner Art UnitDAMON J PIERCE

(0 Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant © T.D. 3 R1.47
CLAIMS

Final_Original[Final__Original[Final__[Original|Final_|
aee
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|6|6|ta|15|2|aa
Pp7|7ifis|6]23|25|
|26|
|27||

  

eeeeeeee

Original|Final_|
|28|
|29{|
|30|
||

a
||

||
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NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 27

/DAMONJ PIERCE/ 03 December 2019 . . ~
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1+30 TAtB
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PTO/SB/25

Doc Code: DIST.E.FILE U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

DocumentDescription: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer- Filed Department of Commerce

Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A PROVISIONAL DOUBLE PATENTING
REJECTION OVER A PENDING "REFERENCE" APPLICATION

Title of Invention

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

mM Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirementfor response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstandingOffice Action

BX] This electronic Terminal Disclaimeris not being used for a Joint Research Agreement.
 

GREE,Inc.

The owner(s) of percent interest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below,the terminal
part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration date of the
full statutory term of any patent granted on pending reference Application Number(s)
 
14631221 filedon 02/25/2015

as the term of any patent granted onsaid reference application may be shortened by any terminal disclaimerfiled prior to the
grant of any patent on the pending reference application. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant
application shall be enforceable only for and during such period thatit and any patent granted on the reference application are
commonly owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee,its
successorsor assigns.

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent granted on the instant application
that would extendto the expiration date ofthefull statutory term of any patent granted onsaid reference application, "as the
term of any patent granted on said reference application may be shortened by any terminal disclaimerfiled prior to the grant of
any patent on the pending reference application,” in the event that any such patent granted on the pending reference
application: expiresfor failure to pay a maintenancefee, is held unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction,is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321, hasall claims canceled by a
reexamination certificate,is reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior to the expirationofits full statutory term as shortened
by any terminal disclaimer filed priorto its grant.

@ Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)is included with Electronic Terminal Disclaimer request.
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O | certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)
required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application.
 

Applicant claims the following fee status:

© Small Entity

© Micro Entity

@ Regular Undiscounted

| hereby declare thatall statements made herein of my own knowledgeare true and thatall statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge thatwillful false statements and
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 ofTitle 18 of the United States Code and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.
 

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am:

© An attorney or agentregistered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office whois of record in
this application

Registration Number 51986

A sole inventor

A joint inventor; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf ofall of the inventors as evidenced by the
powerof attorneyin the application

A joint inventor; all of whom are signing this request

Signat
imothy : ov

Name

 
Timothy J. Maier 

*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimeris signed by the assignee (owner).
Form PTO/SB/96 maybe used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324.
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Filing Date: 19-Jun-2019 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

preTimothy Joseph Maier/Kaoru Saito

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Sub-Totalin

USD($)

Basic Filing:

Description Fee Code

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
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_ Sub-Totalin

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous: 
Total in USD ($) 160
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Doc Code: DISQ.E.FILE
Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer —- Approved

Application No.. 16445642

Filing Date: 19-Jun-2019

Applicant/Patent under Reexamination:§SUZUKI

Electronic Terminal Disclaimerfiled on October 31, 2019

x APPROVED

This patentis subject to a terminal disclaimer

C] DISAPPROVED

Approved/Disapproved by: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer automatically approved by EFS-Web

U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16445642

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9486

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Kaoru Saito

Filing Date: 19-JUN-2019 

Time Stamp: 10:25:14

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number E20190UA25129455

Deposit Account 505976

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)

37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees) 
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37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document eas . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.) 

34028

Terminal Disclaimer-Filed (Electronic) eTerminal-Disclaimer.pdf 68d 1d8125 bee86d60ea84ff10c 13bd8bb79}
e64d1

Information:

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 70443a2d9ea9ab1 0f9d29873feb8006f5 el al

 

Warnings: 

Information:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of:
GREEInc.

Confirmation No.: 9486

Art Unit: 3715

U.S. Patent Application No.: 16/445,642
Examiner: PIERCE, DAMON JOSEPH

Filed: June 19, 2019

Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA
Title) CHANGING BATTLE CARD

GAME CONDITIONS DURING

DIFFERENT TERMS(as amended)

 
AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE

Commissioncrfor Patents October 31, 2019
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action mailed August 2, 2019, Applicant respectfully requests

reconsideration of the Application in view of the following Amendments and Remarks.

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2.

Amendments to the Drawings begin on page5.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 6.

Remarks follow the above-mentioned amendments.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION

IN THE SPECIFICATION

Please amend the specification as shown below and in the marked-up copy following this

amendment.

Pages 4-5, paragraph [0015], please delete the paragraph andreplaceit with the following

paragraph:

-- [0015] Exemplary embodimentsofthe present disclosure will be further described below

with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. | illustrates the network structure of a game system according to the present

embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a server device according to the

present embodiment;

FIG.3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a client device according to the present

embodiment;

FIG.4(a) illustrates an example of a game screen according to the present embodiment;

FIG. 4(b) illustrates an example of game cards thal may be displayed on a game screen
 

according to the present embodiment;

FIG.5 is a functional block diagram illustrating the structure of battle processing according

to the present embodiment;

FIG. 6 is aconceptual diagram illustrating time managementof a group battle according to

the present embodiment;
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FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are conceptual diagramsillustrating cxamples of battle conditions and

targets of change in a group battle according to the present embodiment; and

FIG.8 is a flowchart illustrating battle processing according to the present embodiment.--

Page 9, paragraph [0034], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following

paragraph:

-- [0034] FIG.4(a) illustrates an example of a game screen 200 according to the exemplary

embodiment. The game screen 200 includes an event field 201 and a palette 202. The event field

201 is a virtual field on which the battle game progresses between groups 300 and 400. Characters

301, 302, and 303 belonging to one group 300 and characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the

other group 400 are displayed in the eventfield 201. --

Page 10, paragraph [0036], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following

paragraph:

-- [0036] The palette 202 is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be used when

each character allacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a stack of virtual cards, and a

plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the deck 600 are displayed onthe palette 202.

A display (an illustration or Icttcr) indicating the type of skill and a particular item related to the

skill are depicted on each card. Attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack),

defense points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like)

are set for each card. In the example shown in FIG. 4(b), the illustration of a first card 601
 

showcases attribute information (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like), the illustration of a second
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card 602 showcasesskill information (which may include, for cxamplc. attack points such as points
 

for the skill or the invoked attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points

stamina, life force. or the like), though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each
 

card as explained above. Likewise. it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated in

each of the cards. --

Page 9, paragraph [0034], please delete the paragraph and replace it with the following

paragraph:

-- [0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66 executes

rendition processing for the game related to the battle. This function is not specific to the

exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any desired method. For example,

a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen example illustrated in FIG. 4{a).--

TITLE OF THE INVENTION

Please amend the tle of the invention as shown below:

 

READABEE-RECORDINGMEDIGMCHANGING BATTLE CARD GAME CONDITIONS

DURING DIFFERENT TERMS
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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are amended as shown onthe (1) replacement sheet of drawings containing

Fig. 4A and marked “Replacement Sheet” and the (1) new sheet of drawings containing Fig. 4B

and marked “New Sheet,” as appended to this paper. The nature of the amendmentsis discussed

below in the remarks.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS/CLAIM LIST

Please AMENDclaims 1, 3, 5-6, 11-13, 15, 19-22, 24, and 28-30 as shown below.

Please CANCELclaims 10, 17, and 26 without prejudice or disclaimer.

The following list of claims replaces any priorlisting of claims:

1. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprisingafirst ficld at a lower position in the game screen and

a second field above the first field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a

deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term parameter based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concludingthe first term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based ona start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based _on the start

timing of the battle game, and during a second termafter the first term, in the second field, under

a secondbattle condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against

[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a sccond predefined end timing bascd on thestart timing of the battle game.

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second

term, in the second field, undera third battle condition which is different from the first condition

and second condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle

against [[an]]a third-term opponent character appearing in the third term using a third-term

parameter based on a third-term card selected by the player.

4, (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving

a reward to the player.

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength against at least

one second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack

strength against at least one first-term opponent character underthefirst battle condition.

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least _one of the first-term

parameter and the second-term parameter comprises an attack strength and a life force.

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent ona battle

result of the first term.

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an

atllack status in the first term.
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9. (Original) The method of claim 1, whercin the second battle condition is a condition for giving

a rewardto the player.

10. (Canceled)

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a playercard selection step comprising a selection of a card comprising at least

one of the set of: the first-term card or the second-term card;

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;

wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the player

card selection step.

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting

the battle against the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and conducting the

battle against the second-term opponent character appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of a card comprising at least one of the set of: the

first-term card_and the second-tcerm card;

displaying a player group on the second field, the player group comprising a formation

including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group andthe at
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Icast onc of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in the first term and the second-

term opponent character appearing in the second term.

13. (Currently Amended) A game apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a

plurality of players, comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a

plurality of clicnt devices, and a rendition proccssing modulc comprising a battle proccssing unit;

wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen comprising

a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a secondfield abovethefirst field, wherein

in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of virtual cards are

arranged in a horizontal direction;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a first term of the battle game,

in the second field, under a first battle condition, conduct a battle against [[an]]a_first-term

opponent character appearing in the first term using a first-term parameter based onafirst-term

card selected by a player in the plurality of players, and is configured to conclude thefirst term of

the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

wherein the battle processing unil is configuredto start a second term ofthe battle game at

a predefined start timing based on the start timing of the battle game, andduring a second term

after the first term, in the second ficld, under a second battle condition which is different from the

first condition, conduct a battle against [[an]]a second-term opponent character appearing in the

second term using a second-term parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player,

and conclude the second term of the battle game al_a second predefined end timing based on the 

start timing of the battle game.
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14. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the sccond battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

15. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit

is configured to, during a third term after the second term, in the secondfield, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a

battle result in the second term, conduct a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character

appearing in the third term using a third-term parameter based on a third-term card selected by the

player.

16. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on a battle result of the first term.

17. (Canceled)

18. (Original) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on an attack status in the first term.

19. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against

at least one second-term opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an

allack strength against at least one first-lerm opponent character under the first battle condition.

10
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20. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, whercin at Icast_onc of the first-

term parameterand the second-term parameter comprises an attack strength andalife force.

21. (Currently Amended) The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing

unit is configured to, during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the first-term

opponent character appearing in the first term, conducting the battle against the sccond-term

opponent character appearing in the second term, and conducting the battle against the third-term

opponent character appearing in the third term, perform thestepsof:

receiving a player card selection_of_a card comprising at least_one of the set_of: the first-

term card, the second-term card, and the third-term card;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group

comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player

character in the player group and the at least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character

appearing in the first term, the second-lterm opponent character appearing in the second term, and

the third-term opponent character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the game serecn,

an interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge

element, wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge elementtakes place after the player

card selection is received.

ll
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22. (Currently Amended) A computer program product cmbodicd on a_ non-transitory

computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game

apparatus provided with a memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a

plurality of players, the game apparatus thereby being configured to performthe steps of:

displaying a game screen comprisingafirst field at a lower position in the game screen and

a second ficld above the first field, wherein in thefirst ficld, a plurality of cards selected from a

deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term parameter based onafirst-term card selected by a player_and concluding thefirst term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game; and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based_on the start

timing of the battle game, and during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under

a second battle condition which is different fromthe first condition, conducting a battle against

[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a second predefined end timing based on the start timing of the battle game.

23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

12
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24. (Currently Amended) The computcr program product of claim 22, wherein the non-

transitory computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game

apparatus to perform thestepsof:

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a

battle result in the sccond term, conducting a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character

appearing in the third term using a third-term parameterbased on a third-term card selected by the

player.

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependenton a battle result of the first term.

26. (Canceled)

27. (Original) The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on an attack status in the first term.

28. (Currently Amended) The computcr program product of claim 22, whercin an attack

strength against at least one second-term opponent character underthe second battle condition is

higher than an attack strength against at least one first-term opponent character under the first

battle condition.

13
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29. (Currently Amended) The computcr program product of claim 22, wherein the non-

transitory computer-readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game

apparatusto, during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle againstthe first-term opponent

character appearing in the first term and conducting the battle against the second-term opponent

character appearing in the second term, perform the stepsof:

recciving a player card sclection_of a card comprising at Icast_ onc of the sct_of: the first-

term card and the second-termcard;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group

comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group andthe at

least one of the set of: the first-term opponent character appearing in thefirst term and the second-

termopponentcharacter appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatus is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an

interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge

element, wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge elementtakesplaceafter the player

card selection is received.

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodied on a non-transitory

computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game

apparatus provided with a memory unil to provide a game for execuling a battle game between a

plurality of players, the game apparatus thereby being configured to perform thesteps of:

14
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displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lowcr position in the game screen and

a second field above the first field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards selected from a

deck which is a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against [[an]]a first-term opponent character appearing in the first term using

a first-term paramctcr based on a first-term card selected by a player, and concluding the first term

of the battle game at a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;

starting a second term of the battle game at_a predefined start timing based_on the start

timing of the battle game, and during a second termafter the first term, in the second field, under

a second battle condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against

[[an]]a_second-term opponent character appearing in the second term using a second-term

parameter based on a second-term card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of

the battle game at a second predefined end timing based onthestart timing ofthe battle game;

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a third battle condition

whichis different from the first condition and second condition and is dependenton a battle result

in the second term, conducting a battle against [[an]]a third-term opponent character appearing in

the third term using a third-term parameter based ona third-term card selected by the player.

15
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REMARKS

Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion, is

respectfully requested. Claims 1-30 were originally presented. Claims 1, 3, 5-6, 11-13, 15, 19-22,

24, and 28-30 have been amended. Claims 10, 17, and 26 have been canceled without prejudice or

disclaimer. Accordingly, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 are pending in the present

Application. Applicant submits that upon entry of the present Response, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-

25, and 27-30 are in condition for allowance. Moreover, the Applicant submits thal no new matter

has been introduced by the foregoing amendments.

Examiner Interview

First, Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview granted to

Applicant's representative on October 8", 2019, at which time the outstanding issues in this case

were discussed. Arguments similar to the ones developed hereinafter were presented and the

Examiner indicated that in light of the arguments, he would reconsider the outstanding grounds

for rejection upon formal submission of a response.

With regard to the objection to the drawings and the objection to the title, Applicant

provided draft revisions for review by the Examiner, which have now been incorporated into the

present response.

With regard to the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. §112, Applicant explained that,

as contemplated by the claims, an opponent character, a parameter and a card in the first term and

the second term (or in the third term) didn’t necessarily have to be the same and didn’t necessarily

have to be different; for example, a game could have characters persist across rounds, or could

16

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 206



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 207

Application No.: 16/445,642
Attorney Docket No.: 09850001COA

Response to Office Action of August 2, 2019

have cards get reshuffled into the deck. However, the Examiner indicated that he thought that

having multiple recitations of “a parameter” or “a card” (and so forth) were still somewhat

ambiguously structured, and that he would like us to clarify the language of the claimsso that it is

clear that Applicant intended the claims to cover both options, and to avoid any potenual

antecedent basis issues. Applicant has thus amended the claimsessentially as discussed with the

Examiner, providing that a character interacted with in the first term may be a “‘first-term”

character and a character interacted with in the second term may be a “second-lerm” character

(even if the character happensto be the same), providing that a card used in thefirst term may be

a “first-term” card and a card used in the second term may be a “second-term” card (cven if the

user happensto draw the sametype of card, or even the very samecard after it has been reshuffled

into a deck) and so forth. Applicant notes that several of the dependent claims have likewise been

amendedin this regard, such as claim 12, which notes that a drawn card can comprise “at least one

of the set of: the first-term card_and the second-term card.” No new matter has been added by the
 

clarification of the claimsin this manner.

With regard to the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. §103, the Examinerindicated

that he understood our arguments regarding the “active time battle” gauges of the cited Ando

reference, and indicated that our proposed amendment would likely overcome the present

rejection, subject to further review.

17
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Double Patentin

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 1-10, 13-20 and 22-30 stand rejected underthe

judicially created doctrine of non-statutory double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 19-

38 of copending Application No. 14/631,221.

Withthis correspondence, Applicant has submitted a terminal disclaimer to overcome these

rejections. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the withdrawal of this double patenting

rejection of claims 1-10, 13-20 and 22-30.

Applicant notes that “[t]he filing of a terminal disclaimer to obviate a rejection based on

nonstatutory double patenting is not an admission of the propricty of the rejection [because] the

filing of a terminal disclaimer simply serves the statutory function of removing the rejection of

double patenting, and raises neither a presumption nor estoppels on the merits of the rejection”

(MPEP §804.02.JI, citations omilled). Hence, the terminal disclaimer included with this reply

serves the statutory function of removing the double patenting rejection without raising a

presumption or cstoppels on the merits of the rejection.

Objections to the Title

In the outstanding Office Action, the title was objected to as being insufficiently

descriptive. In response, the title has been amended as discussed in the Examiner Interview,

essentially as suggested in the Office Action.

18
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Objections to the Drawings

In the outstanding Action, the drawings were objected to as failing to show every feature

of the invention specified in the claims. Specifically, the drawings were alleged not to include

several different features of the cards, such as a card parameter or a specific case where a card

parameteris a “life force.”

In response to the objection to the drawings, Figure 4B has been added, showing a close-

up of the cards provided in Figure 4 (now Figure 4A), which have been amended in order to

provide these features. The specification has likewise been amended based onthe addition of the

new Figure.

Applicant notes that paragraph [0022] of the present disclosure as filed (for example)

provides that cards 601, 602, 603 may have a stored parameter such as a skill type listed on the

card or an attribute of the card, and paragraph [0036] of the present disclosure as filed provides

that cards 601, 602, 603 may have attack points (suchas points for the skill or the invokedattack),

defense points (stamina,life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, carth, or the like) sect

for each card. Applicant further notes that amendments which are supported in the original

description are not new matter, and therefore contends that no new matter has been added by the

present amendmentto the specification and figures.

Rejections under 35_U.S.C, §112(b)

In the outstanding Office Action, claims 1-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) or

35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph as being indefinite, based on the recitation of “an opponent
Ts

character”, “a parameter’, “a card”, and “a player.”

19
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In responseto the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph,

the claims are amended to correct the noted informalities. In view of amended claims 1, 3, 5-6,

11-13, 15, 19-22, 24, and 28-30, it is believed that all pending claims are definite and no further

rejection on that basis is anticipated. If, however, the Examinerdisagrees, the Examineris invited

to telephone the undersigned who will be happy to work with the Examiner in a joint effort to

derive mutually acceptable language.

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103

In the outstanding Action, claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25 and 27-30 stand rejected under 35

U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0143852, applied

for by Meyers (“Meyers”) in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0054402,

applied for by Noguchi (“Noguchr’).

Claims 10, 17, and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over Meyers

and Noguchi in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2013/0288794, applied for by

Ando (“Ando”).

Addressing now the rejection of claims 1-30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as unpatentable over

Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando,this rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 are

the independent claims presently under consideration. Claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 have been amended

to overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103, specifically by incorporating the limitations of

dependentclaims 10, 17, and 26, now canceled.

Asnoted above, Meyers and Noguchi are admitted not to teach the limitations of claims

10, 17, and 26, whichare instead rejected based on the Ando reference. Andoiscited forits alleged
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recitation of having a start timing and end timing of cach of the first term and second term be

determined based onastart timing of the battle game. This is based on a mixture of the disclosure

in the Ando background (paragraph |0007]) and the Ando summary (paragraph [0011]).

Ando specifically discloses a timer related to an Active Time Battle System, which

Applicant notes is different from a match timer. For reference, an Active Time Battle System is a

system whercby an individual battle may have inconsistently-timed turns for cach character or

player, such that, when a defined time for one characterhas elapsed, the character’s action may be

taken next. This may allow a turn-based battle in which characters with different speeds perform

at different rates; for example, a high-speed character may have an ATB gaugethat fills twice as

quickly.

As contemplated in Ando, an attack may have certain attack conditions, and Ando may

provide an attack determiner used to determine whether the attack conditions are satisfied within

a predetermined time interval, as provided in paragraph |0013]. (It appears to primarily be

contemplated to have the “attack condition” be “the user has waited for a certain amountof time,”

as per paragraph [0100] of Ando andthe like.)

This means that Ando does not teach distinct“first terms” and “second terms,” since the

command progression of an ATB system isn’t separated into “terms.” In an ATB-based game,the

game may simply opcrate continuously, from a start to an end, with players cxccuting commands

as their character’s turn comes up. Since the actual progression of the game in an ATB-based

system will be based on how quickly the characters can build up ATB gaugelevels (for example,

| See, for example, “Active ‘lime Battle,” GiantBomb (accessed October 24, 2019), available at
https:/Awww.giantbomb.com/active-time-battle/3015-95/.
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based on the speed of the character or a similar quality), it may be contemplated that, in an ATB-

based system, there may never be a defined end timing ofeither term or a defined start timing of

the second term, since each character’s individual actions may take a different amountof time.

For example, even if a first term can be ended when a player character makes a certain

numberof attacks, such as ten attacks, against a target character, each player character may take a

different amount of time to makeattacks — or different attacks may take a different amountof time

to prepare or execute -- and as such the end time may alwaysbedifferent.

Accordingly, then, Ando does not teach the limitations of these dependent claims (now

incorporated into the independent claims), and, accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverses, and

requests reconsideration of, this rejection based on these patents.”

As arcsult, Applicant respectfully submits that independent claims 1, 13, 22, and 30 are

patentable over Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando. As claims 2-9 and 11-12 depend from independent

claim 1, claims 14-16 and 18-21 depend from independent claim 13, and claims 23-24 and 27-30

depend from independent claim 22, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 2-9, 11-12, 14-16,

18-21, 23-24, and 27-30 are likewise patentable over Meyers, Noguchi, and Ando.

Accordingly, for at least the reasons set forth above, Applicant respectfully requests that

the §103 rejections of claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 be withdrawn.

2 See MPEP 2142 stating, as one of the three "basic criteria [that] must be met” in orderto establish a
prima facie case of obviousness, that "the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest
all the claim limitations,” (emphasis added). See also MPEP 2143.03: "All words in a claim must be considered in
judging the patentability of that claim against the prior art."
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CONCLUSION

Consequently, in view of the present amendment and in light of the above discussion, the

outstanding grounds of rejection are believed to have been overcome. The Application, as

amended,is believed to be in condition of allowance. An early and favorable actionto that effect

is respectfully requested.

Maier & Maier, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22314
(703) 740-8322
Customer No. 62008

TJM/COH/ks

October 31, 2019

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Timothy J. Maier
Attorney of Record
Reg. No. 51,986
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Interview Agendafor U.S. Patent Application No. 16/445,642

(Tuesday, Oct. 8", 2:00 PM EST)

1. Objections to the Drawings/Title - We think we can amendFigure 4 to showthis, but please make

sure that you would consider our proposed amendments to be supported.

A. The drawings are objected to based on the proposition that the cards do not show parameters(e.g.

“conducting a battle using a parameter based on a card selected by a player”) and based on the

proposition that the morespecific parameterof a “life farce” is also not shown.

B. There is believed to be support in paragraph [0022] of the present disclosureas filed (for example) for

the proposition that cards 601, 602, 603 have a stored parametersuchasa skill type listed on the card or

an attribute of the card, and in paragraph [0036] of the present disclosureasfiled for the proposition that

cards 601, 602, 603 may have attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack), defense

points (stamina,life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like) set for each card.

C. Our proposal would be to amendFigure 4 (likely as new Figure 4B) with an amendmentsimilar to the

following:

 
601 602 603

Above: The cards of new Figure “4B.”

D. To the extent that the specification would need to be amended, webelieve that the following would

be supported:

[0036] The palette 202is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be used when

each character attacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a stack of virtual

cards, and a plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the deck 600 are displayed

on the palette 202. A display (an illustration or letter) indicating the type of skill and a

particular item related to the skill are depicted on each card. Attack points (such as points

for the skill or the invoked attack), defense points (stamina, life force, or the like), and

attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the like) are set for each card. In the example shown

in FIG. 4B, theillustration of a first card 601 showcases attribute information(fire, water,

tree, earth, or the like), the illustration of a second card 602 showcasesskill information

(which may include, for example, attack points such as points for the skill or the invoked

1
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attack), and the illustration of a third card 603 showcases defense points (stamina, life
force, or the like), though it is noted that each of these qualities may be set for each card

as explained above.Likewise, it is noted that this information is not necessarily indicated
in each of the cards.

E. We also think the title amendmentproposal is fine, but would prefer “Changing battle card game

conditions during different terms.”

Il. 35 U.S.C. 112(b) - We do wantthe phrasing of the claims to apply to both circumstances(e.g. “the

opponentcharacters are the same” and “the opponentcharacters are different”).

A. The claims are rejected on the grounds that they recite more than one instance of “an opponent

character,” “a parameter,” “a card,” and “a player” (for example,in claim 1).

wa

B. We note that there don’t actually appear to be recitations of more than one instance of the player(“a

player”is recited oncein claim 1, with the subsequentrecitation being “the player,” which is believed to

be clear).

C. The claim term “opponentcharacter”is actually part of a larger noun phrase in both cases: “an

opponent character appearingin the first term” and “an opponentcharacter appearing in the second
term.”

1. Since the same character could theoretically be fought in both terms — for example, as per

p.[0034], this could be a “guild vs guild” battle where the opponent characters belong to enemy

players, such that the characters are used over both rounds — the claims may thus cover botha

circumstance where they are the same and a circumstance wheretheyare different. (More

restrictive languagelike “a first opponent character” and “a second opponentcharacter” might

mean that the two characters had to be different.)

2. We could consider alternative phrasing like “a first-term opponent character”if this would be
a clearer rearticulation of the limitations.

D. We can consider similar phrasing for the parameter and card if necessary.

1. Since it’s a card-based game, the user could draw the same card for both rounds or have

multiple copies of the same card in a deck, so welikewise don’t wantto use “a first card” and “a

second card.” But “a first-term card parameterofa first-term card...” or something like that
seems like it should work.

E. We do notethat the MPEP cautionsthat breadthis not indefiniteness (MPEP 2173.04). If the main

issue is that our claims cover both instances where the limitations are referring to the same characters,

parameters, cards, etc., and instances wherethelimitations are referring to different characters,

parameters, cards, etc., then this is as intended.
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Ill. 35 U.S.C. 103 — We think the rejection based on Andois misplaced, and propose to amend based
on this.

A. The Meyers and Noguchi reference previously provided for the parent are also used as the basis for

rejection here, apart from the rejections of 10, 17, and 26, which are rejected based on Meyersin view of

Noguchiand furtherin view of US 2013/0288794 to Ando. The Ando reference, which appears to be new,

is cited for its alleged recitation of having a start timing and end timing of each of the first term and second

term be determined based ona start timing of the battle game. This is based on a mixture of the disclosure

in the Ando background (paragraph [0007]) and the Ando summary (paragraph [0011)).

B. Ando specifically discloses a timer related to an Active Time Battle System, which is not quite the

same thing as a match timer.

1. An Active Time Battle System is a system whereby an individual battle may have

inconsistently-timed turns for each character or player, such that, when a defined time for one

character has elapsed, the character’s action may be taken next. This may allow a turn-based

battle in which characters with different speeds perform at different rates; for example, a high-

speed character may have an ATB gaugethatfills twice as quickly.

2. As contemplated in Ando, an attack may havecertain attack conditions, and Ando may

provide an attack determiner used to determine whether the attack conditions are satisfied

within a predeterminedtimeinterval, as provided in paragraph [0013]. (It appears to primarily

be contemplated to have the “attack condition” be “the user has waited for a certain amountof

time,” as per paragraph [0100] of Ando and the like.)

C. Ando doesn’t really teach distinct “first terms” and “second terms,” since the commandprogression

of an ATBsystem isn’t separated into “terms.”

1. In an ATB-based game, the game maysimply operate continuously, from a start to an end,

with players executing commandsastheir character’s turn comes up. Since the actual

progression of the game in an ATB-based system will be based on how quickly the characters

can build up ATB gaugelevels (for example, based on the speed of the character or a similar

quality), it may be contemplated that, in an ATB-based system, there may never be a defined

end timing of either term or a defined start timing of the second term, since each action may
take a different amountof time.

2. For example, evenif a first term can be ended when a player character makes a certain

numberof attacks, such as ten attacks, against a target character, each player character may

take a different amount of time to make attacks — or different attacks may take a different

amountof time to prepare or execute -- and as such the end time may alwaysbe different.

D. Also, Andois alleged to be combined with the remaining references “in order to have different times

whenplayers can make game commands which would add to strategic play of the game such as timing

whento makespecific game commands.”
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1. However, Ando’s own disclosure notes that the purpose of the system thatit disclosesis to

provide a battle game where operations to input a commandor thelike are not required after

start of the fighting (paragraph [0104]), and appears to have any commandscause the system to

stop proceeding/pause the game(“the video game processing apparatus 100 may be configured

so as to require an instruction by the player such as an instruction regarding usage of an item in

the video game, for example, in order to causethe fighting to proceed”).

2. Therefore, it would not seem that Ando’s system would actually allow for this advantage.

Based on [0104], Ando’s two modes seem to be “the game battles automatically” and “the game

pausesto allow players to execute commands, which are then executed instantaneously so the

gamecan go backto battling automatically.” The player wouldn’t seemingly be able to use their

owntiming to any particular benefit.

E. Since we think that Ando can be overcome, we would propose an amendmentbased essentially on

claim 10 (with some rephrasing of the claim terms):

1. A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprisingafirst field at a lower position in the game

screen and a secondfield abovethefirst field, wherein in thefirst field, a plurality of cards

selected from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged ina horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, undera first battle

condition, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearingin thefirst term

using a parameter based on a card selected by a player, and concluding thefirst term of

the battle game at_a predefined end timing based on a start timing of the battle game;
and

starting a second term of the battle game at a predefined start timing based on

the start timing of the battle game, and during a second term after the first term, in the

secondfield, under a second battle condition which is different from the first condition,

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based on a card selected by the player, and concluding the second term of the

battle game at a second predefined end timing based on thestart timing of the battle
ame.

IV. Any Other Matters
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Application No. Applicant(s)
16/445 ,642 SUZUKI, Koichi

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit|AIA (FITF) Status
DAMONJ PIERCE 3715 Yes

-- The MAILING DATEofthis communication appears on the cover sheet with ihe correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORYPERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timelyfiled after SIX (6) MONTHSfrom the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED(35 U.S.C. § 133).

Anyreply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)(] Responsive to communication(s)filed on 6/19/19.

(J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on
2a)(J This action is FINAL. 2b)\¥]This action is non-final.

3)(2 An election was madeby the applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on
: the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Fxparte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

 

Disposition of Claims*

5) Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) ___ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

(] Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected.

)

)

} () Claim(s)___ is/are objected to.

} (1 Claim(s)___ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.ijsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers

10)C) The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)(#] The drawing(s)filed on 6/19/19 is/are: a)[] accepted or b){¥) objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 GFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)(¥] Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f}.

Certified copies:

a)¥] All b)L_) Some** c)L] Noneof the:

1..] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.) Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 14631221.

3.1] Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

*“ See the attached detailed Office action fora list of the certified copies not received.

 

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) ([) Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No{s)/Mail Date

2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b} 4) [C] Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 6/19/19 (3).U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Oftice Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20190728
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DETAILED ACTION

Notice ofPre-AlA or AIA Status

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013,is being examined under thefirst

inventorto file provisions of the AIA.

Information Disclosure Statement

2. The information disclosure statementsfiled 6/19/2019 fails to comply with the provisions of 37

CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because they include NPL documentsnotin the English language or

corresponding English translations (see listing of citations with line through). It has been placed in the

application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits.

Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information containedin this

information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of

submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based on the timeoffiling

the statement, including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP

§ 609.05(a).

Drawings

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must showevery feature of

the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the following must be shown or the feature(s) canceled

from the claim(s).

- (claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) conducting a battle against an opponent character appearingin

the first term using a parameter based on a card selected by a player;
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- conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based ona card selected by a player;

- (as required by claims 3, 15, 24, and 30) conducting a battle against an opponent character

appearing in the third term using a parameter_based on a card selected by a player;

- (claims 6 and 20) wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength andalife force; and

- (claims 12, 21, and 29) modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player

(emphasis added).

No new matter should be entered.

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office

action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should

includeall of the figures appearing on the immediateprior version of the sheet, evenif only one figure is

being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as

“amended.” If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the

replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate

changes madeto thebrief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional

replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing

sheet submitted after thefiling date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either

“ReplacementSheet” or “New Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by

the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next

Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance.
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Title Objection

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of

the invention to which the claims are directed. The followingtitle is suggested: “Changing battle card

game conditions during different times”.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112(b):
(b) CONCLUSION.—Thespecification shall conclude with one or more claimsparticularly pointing out
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the inventor or a joint inventor regards as the
invention.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph:
The specification shall conclude with one or moreclaims particularly pointing out and distinctly
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention.

6. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA), second paragraph, as

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the

inventoror a joint inventor, or for pre-AlA the applicant regards as the invention.

wot Woo

7. Claim 1 recite the limitations “an opponent character”, “a parameter", “a card”, and “a player”

in lines 6, 7, 9, and 10 of the claim. However, because there are separate recitations of each of the

aboveclaim limitations it is unclear whether the limitations are referring to the sameor different

characters, parameters, cards, and players, thus deemedindefinite. Also claims 13, 22, and 30 has the

same issuesas claim 1 as stated above.

mae Woo

8. Claim 3 recites the limitation “an opponent character”, “a parameter", “a card”, and “a player”

in lines 4 and 5 of the claim. However, because there are separate recitations of each of the above claim

limitations (aforementioned in claim 1) it is unclear whether the limitations are referring to the same or

different characters, parameters, cards, and players, thus deemed indefinite. Also claims 15, 24, and 30

has the same issues as claim 3 as stated above.
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9. All other dependentclaims are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(b) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-AlA),

second paragraph,as being indefinite because of their respective dependence on claims 1, 13, and 22.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

10. In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 102

and 103 (or as subject to pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103)is incorrect, any correction of the statutory

basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground ofrejection if the prior art relied upon, and

the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same undereitherstatus.

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections

set forth in this Office action:

A patentfor a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed invention is
not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between the claimed invention
and theprior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been obvious before the
effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the
claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the mannerin which the invention
was made.

12. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966),

that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under35 U.S.C. 103 are

summarized as follows:

1. Determining the scope and contentsof the priorart.

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claimsat issue.

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art.

4. Considering objective evidence presentin the application indicating obviousness or

nonobviousness.

13. Claims 1-9, 11-16, 18-25, and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over

US Pub. 20040143852 to Meyersin view of US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchiet al (Noguchi).
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Claims1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, and 30. Meyerdiscloses (as required by claims 13) a game

apparatusconfigured to provide a battle game betweena plurality of players, comprising a

communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of client devices, and a rendition

processing module comprising a battle processing unit (12-6, 12, 17 discloses computerized systems,

i.e., a server, for online computer gaming, specifically for use in multiplayer online games which

inherently includes game software stored on some form of electronic storage medium, the type of

games are MMORPG’s whichinclude fighting among video game characters, also see Fig. 3 and 142 and

140 discloses basic program logic and game server software related to the game);

(as required by claims 22 and 30) a computer program product embodied on a non-transitory

computer-readable medium and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game

apparatusprovided with a memoryunit to provide a gamefor executing a battle game between a

plurality of players (2-6 and 12 discloses computerized systems for online computer gaming,

specifically for use in multiplayer online games which inherently includes game software stored on some

form of electronic storage medium, the type of games are MMORPG’s whichincludefighting among

video gamecharacters, also see Fig. 3 and 4/42 and 140 discloses basic program logic and game server

software related to the game),

(as required by claim 13) wherein the rendition processing module (Fig. 3, and 917, 42, and 140

discloses a server to provide battle video game play, where there is programming within the server to

assist in displaying the battle video game to a plurality of players over the Internet) which is configured

to

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) displaying a game screen comprisinga field (118-21

discloses players in game areas, zones, and realmsall of which require displaying of game featuresfor

players to interact with game play);
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(as required by claim 13) wherein the battle processing unit (Fig. 3, and 917, 42, and 140

discloses a server to provide battle video game play, where there is programming within the server to

assist in providing the battle video game featuresto a plurality of players over the Internet) is configured

to,

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) duringafirst term of the battle game (45 discloses

sites, terrain, “place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as terms as related to location

of game characters, i.e. a game charactertravels to a first location; and 145 and 46 discloses various

times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as termsas related to timing of gaming

events,i.e. at a first time a first event occurs in the stars to swing the balance of power), under a first

battle condition, conducting a battle against an opponentcharacter appearingin thefirst term using a

parameter(as required by claim 13, 22, and 30) in the plurality of players (9/45 and 46 discloses spells,

powers, and magic abilities which are modified according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities

have associated parametersrelated to fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit

and/or bonuseffects on the abilities are interpreted as battle conditions); and

(as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30) during a second term after thefirst term, under a

second battle condition whichis different from the first condition (as required by claims 2, 14, 23, and

30) and is predetermined regardlessof a battle result in the first term (945 disclosessites, terrain,

“place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as termsas related to location of game

characters, i.e. a game character moves fromafirst location to a second location; and 4/46 discloses

various times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as terms as related to timing of

gaming events,i.e. at a second time a second event occursin the stars to swing the balance of power

such thatdifferent game effects occur at different locations and different times/events regardless of

what happenedduring battle at other locations and times), (as required by claims 1, 13, 22, and 30)

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a parameter
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(145 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified according to a special

benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parameters related to fighting with other game

characters, and the special benefit and/or bonuseffects on the abilities are interpreted as battle

conditions);

(as required by claims 3, 15, 24, and 30) during a third term after the second term (945

disclosessites, terrain, “place of power”, and certain areas which are interpreted as terms as related to

location of game characters, i.e. a game character moves from the second location to a third location;

and 946 discloses various times, temporarily, and duration which are also interpreted as terms as

related to timing of gaming events, i.e. at a third time a third event occurs in the stars), under a third

battle condition whichis different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on

a battle result in the second term (478-85 and 87-91 disclosesskill level where the increase in a skill

level depends on howplayer characters performed in previous game battlesin this case while in the

secondlocation or in during the second event), conducting a battle against an opponent character

appearingin the third term using a parameter(945 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities

which are modified according to a special benefit and/or bonus,the abilities have associated parameters

related to fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonuseffects on the

abilities are interpreted as battle conditions).

However, Meyersfails to explicitly disclose:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a

second field above thefirst field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which

is a stack of virtual cards are arranged ina horizontal direction; and

using a parameter based on_a card selected by a player's operation (emphasis added).

Noguchi teaches displaying a game screen comprisingafirst field at a lower position in the game

screen (Fig. 2, element 12, i.e. card area) and a secondfield abovethefirst field (Fig. 2, elements 8a, 8b,
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10a, and 10b,i.e., game characters area), wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected froma

deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction (Fig. 2, and 126, 27, 41, 42

discloses cardslaid out in a horizontal mannerin a first area, and displaying game characters in another

area abovethe cards); and a card selected by a player's operation (Fig. 3, and 9130-32 and 41-44

discloses card selections). The gaming system of Meyers would have motivation to use the teachings of

Noguchi in order to allow additional commandsusing player selected cards during a gamebattle in

doing so would make the gameplay morestrategic in hopes of making the game morefun fora specific

demographic of game players.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinaryskill in the art before the effective filing date

of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of Meyers with the teachings of Noguchi in order

to allow additional commandsusing player selected cards during a gamebattle in doing so would make

the game play morestrategic in hopes of making the game more fun for a specific demographic of game

players.

Claims 4. Meyer discloses wherein the third battle condition is a condition for

giving a reward to the player (178-85, 87-91 discloses improving skill level).

Claims 5, 19, and 28. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches wherein an attack strength

against at least one opponent character underthe second battle condition is higher than an

attack strength against at least one opponent character under thefirst battle condition (see

Meyers 945 and 46, and see Noguchi 9148, 52-60, 74, and 78 during a continued battle yet a

different action by a player affects the health value/points of an enemy character).
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Claims 6 and 20. Meyersin view of Noguchi teaches wherein the parameter comprises

an attack strength and a life force (see Meyers 4160, and see Noguchi 148, 52-60, and 77

discloses level of effect and damage).

Claims 7, 16, and 25. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle condition is dependent

on a battle result of the first term ({/78-85 and 87-91 discloses skill level where the increase ina

skill level depends on how player characters performed in previous gamebattles in this case

while in the first location or in during the first event).

Claims 8, 18, and 27. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle conditionis

dependenton an attack status in the first term (478-85 and 87-91 disclosesskill level

wherethe increasein a skill level depends on how player characters performed in

previous gamebattles in this case while in the first location or in during the first event).

Claims 9. Meyer discloses wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a

reward to the player (178-85, 87-91 discloses improvingskill level).

Claims 11. Meyers in view of Noguchi teaches further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step (Noguchi 930-32 and 41-46 discloses card

selection);

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game (Noguchi Fig. 2 element

15, and 426 status information such health points of game characters) and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element (see Meyers 460, and see Noguchi

148, 52-60, and 77 discloses level of effect and damage);

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 236



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 237

Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 11
Art Unit: 3715

wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge element takes place after the

player card selection step (see Meyers 60, and see Noguchi 948, 52-60, and 77 discloses level

of effect and damage).

Claims 12, 21, and 29. Meyersin view of Noguchi teaches wherein the rendition

processing unit is configured to, during at least one of the set of:

conducting the battle against the opponent character appearingin the first term,

conducting the battle against the opponentcharacter appearing in the second term, and (as

required by claim 21) conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the

third term (Meyers 9145 and 46discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified

according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parametersrelated to

fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonuseffects on the abilities

are interpreted as battle conditions), perform the stepsof:

receiving a player card selection step (Noguchi 930-32 and 41-46 discloses card

selection);

displaying, on the gamescreen, a player group on the second field, the player group

comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters (Noguchi Fig. 2, and 926

discloses a plurality of game characters; and Meyers 4111-119 discloses formation of game

characters); and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player (Meyers 9111-119

in view of Noguchi Fig. 2, and 9126 such that charactersabilities within the group are modified

accordingly);

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player

characterin the player group and the at least oneof the setof:
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(as required by claim 21) the opponent character appearing in the first term, the

opponentcharacter appearing in the second term, and the opponent character appearing in the

third term (9145 and 46 discloses spells, powers, and magic abilities which are modified

according to a special benefit and/or bonus, the abilities have associated parametersrelated to

fighting with other game characters, and the special benefit and/or bonuseffects on the abilities

are interpreted as battle conditions); and

(as required by claims 21 and 29) wherein the rendition processing unit is further

configured to maintain, on the game screen, an interface gauge element during the battle game

(Noguchi Fig. 2 element 15, and 926 status information such health points of game characters),

and dynamically adjust the interface gauge element, wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the

interface gauge element takes place after the player card selection is received (see Meyers 4/60,

and see Noguchi 9148, 52-60, and 77 discloses level of effect and damage).

14. Claims 10, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over US Pub.

20040143852 to Meyers in view of US Pub. 20050054402 to Noguchiet al (Noguchi) as applied to claims

19 and 26 above, and further in view of US Pub. 20130288794 to Ando et al (Ando).

Claims 10, 17, and 26. Meyers discloses wherein a start timing and an end timing of each

of the first term and the second term (45, 46, and 109 discloses various times, temporarily, and

duration which are also interpreted as terms as related to timing of gaming events).

However, Meyers fails to explicitly disclose wherein a start timing and an end timing of

each of the first term and the second term are determined based ona start timing of the battle

ame (emphasis added).
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Ando teaches timings are determined based on a start timing of the battle game (415 and

11 discloses a timer related to an Active Battle System which is based on start of battle game).

The gaming system of Meyers in view of Noguchi would have motivation to use the teachings of

Andoin orderto have different times when players can make game commandswhich would add

to strategic play of the game suchas timing when to make specific gamme commandsat the most

effective time.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinaryskill in the art before the effective

filing date of the claimed invention to modify the gaming system of Meyersin view of Noguchi

with the teachings of Andoin order to havedifferent times when players can make game

commands which would add to strategic play of the game such as timing when to makespecific

game commands.

Double Patenting

15. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded

in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise

extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent and to preventpossible harassment by multiple

assignees. A nonstatutory double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not

identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference

claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious

over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re

Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed.

Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164

USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); in re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).
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A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may be used to

overcome an actualor provisional rejection based on nonstatutory double patenting provided the

reference application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with the examined application,

or claims an invention madeas a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research

agreement. See MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination underthefirst inventor tofile

provisions of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §§ 706.02(I)(1) - 706.02(1)(3) for

applications not subject to examination under thefirst inventor to file provisions of the AIA. A terminal

disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(b).

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be used.Please visit

www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. Thefiling date of the application in which the form is filed

determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26, PTO/AIA/25, ar PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A

web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may befilled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal

Disclaimer that meets all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission.

For more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to

www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-l.jsp.

16. Claims 1-10, 13-20, and 22-30 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double

patenting as being unpatentable over claims 19-38 of copending Application No. 14631221 (reference

application). Although the claims at issue are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each

other becausethe instant application recites the same concept (specifically limitations) relating to a

computing game system to provide a battle card game including a game screen with differentfields for

virtual cards and conducting a battle, different terms (1-3) having different battle conditions, and a

parameter based on card selection.

This is a provisional nonstatutory double patenting rejection because the patentably indistinct

claims have notin fact been patented.
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Application/Control Number: 16/445,642 Page 15
Art Unit: 3715

Conclusion

17. Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner

should be directed to DAMONJ PIERCE whose telephone numberis (571)270-1997. The examiner can

normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm.

Examiner interviewsare available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using a

USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is encouraged to use

the USPTO AutomatedInterview Request (AIR) at http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,

Kang Hu can be reached on 571-270-1344. The fax phone numberfor the organization wherethis

application or proceedingis assigned is 571-273-8300.

18. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained

from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available

through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer

Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/DAMONJ PIERCE/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
16/445 642 Reexamination

. . SUZUKI, Koichi
Notice ofReferences Cited Examiner Art Unit

DAMONJ PIERCE 3715 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 
*A copyof this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYYformat are publication dates. Classifications may be US orforeign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20190728
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes 16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi

MM il | ll anon _
DAMON J PIERCE 3715

CPC - Searched*

A63F 13/44,55, 58, 822 (with keyword search) 07/29/2019

JPA63F2300/638, 807 (with keyword search) 07/29/2019

CPC Combination Sets - Searched*

Symbol

US Classification - Searched*

Class

* See searchhistory printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTESbox below to determine the scope of the
search.

 
Search Notes

See EAST search notes 07/29/2019

Backward and forward searched mostrelevantart 07/29/2019

Interference Search

US Class/CPC

Symbol US Subclass/CPC Group

/D.J.P/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20190728

Page 1 of 1
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445,642 —- GAU: 3715

Dec code: IDS PTO/SB/O8a (02-18)
“age . - . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Dec description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

 
 
 
 

Application Number 
 
 

   
  

 

 

Filing Date p019-06-19
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor cichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Uni. nit TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD 
    Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
 

 
U.S.PATENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

 

 
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Cite No Number Code"'| Date of cited Document

     
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines

 

 
Name of Patentee or

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No|Number? Code?| Code*| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear

 
       

 
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number
 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TBD
Examiner Name TBD

 

  
  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
 

 

 

jlakaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Captain Tsubasa's configuration, submitted July 12, 2018,in
No. H30 ¥O No. 6776 4 pgs-
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019
Application Number 

Filing Date 2019-06-19 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

we Art Unit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
 

Examiner Name TBD 
  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

  
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | /DAMON J PIERCE/ Date Considered | 67/28/2019
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetherornotcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 
 

English language translation is attached.

 
EFS Web 2.1.18

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. © Applicantis to place a check mark hereif
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD   
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

* Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1986

 
  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445,642 —- GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445,642 —- GAU: 3715

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

U.S. Patent Application
No: Unassigned

U.S.Filing Date: June 19, 2019 Group Art Unit: Unassigned

Applicant: GREE, Inc. Examiner: Unassigned

Attorney Docket: 9850001COA

For: GAME CONTROLMETHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

June 19, 2019
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

It is respectfully requested that the referenceslisted on the atlached PTO/SB/08a

forms be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent

application. Copies of the listed references were cited and/or filed in prior parent application

Serial No. 14/631,221 filed February 25, 2015. Submission of the present Information
 

Disclosure Statement should not be taken as an admissionthatthe cited references are legally

available prior art or that the same are pertinent or material.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Timothy J. Maier
Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 51,986

Customer Number: 62008

Maier & Maier, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-740-8322

{DAMON ¢ PIERCE /
07/26/2013
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445,642 —- GAU: 3715

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)ran a. . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

p019-06-19
oichi SUZUKI

TBD

 

 
   

  
 

Application Number

Filing Date   

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

Art Unit

Examiner Name TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

 

       
 

U.S.PATENTS Remove 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

 

 
 

 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Examiner] ,. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
ate Cite No . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code’) Date of cited Document

Figures Appear  

{D.T.P/)y ONKWRIGHT, GEORGEC.

D.J.P/ |o URABAYASHI, SHUICHIetal.

‘| |”

/p.a.p/ |4 WANO,HIROAKI etal.

/b.s.p/ |5 ]OGUCHI, SHINdlet al.
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA

/b.5.B/ P0080254849 Al P008-10-16 IOMURA, TETSUYAetal.

P0140295973 Al
AD.3.Pf

4D.5.P/ |g P004-07-22 EYERS,PHILIP G.

 
 

  

P014-10-02 NAGAWA, MASATOSHI etal.

    
If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button]Add|

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Nameof Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner} Cite|Foreign Document Publication where Relevant
Initial* Number? i Date Applicant of cited Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear  

ONAMI DIGITAL Cited in Specification;
NTERTAINMENT Abstract attached

Cited in the JPOA dated

P003-123089 2003-04-25 i Co. . 04/21/2015: English
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September8, 2015;
P015-157002 2015-09-03 ree, Inc. English abstractof

corresponding US
2015/238862A1

Cited in the JPOA dated

P001-129254 2001-05-15 ONAMI GO., LTD. April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

Cited in the JPOA dated

P014-226408 2014-12-08 April 4, 2017; English
abstract provided.

The reference provided
herein is based ona

concurrentin a foreign
jurisdiction.
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P002-301264 2002-10-15 |BEGA CORPORATION
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019
Application Number

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [720
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A
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Include nameof the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s),
publisher, city and/or country where published.

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

75

japanese Office Action dated April 21, 2015, in connection with JP Application No. 2014-034003 (7 pgs).

japanese Office Action dated September8, 2015, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2015-158515
7 pgs, including English translation)

Official Decision of Refusal of correspanding JP2015-158515 dated January 19, 2016. 5 pgs.

lapanese Office Action dated April 4, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (10
pgs., including English translation).

QBIST Inc., The PlayStation? BOOKS Iron Fist 5 PERFECT GUIDE, Softbank Publishing Inc., June 30, 2005, Second

Studio BentStuff Co., Ltd., Seiken Densetsu 4 Dissolution Book, Koichi HAMAMURA, March 6, 2007, First Edition, p-
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 

 

 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application NumberREBAR£642—GST
Filing Date 2019-06-19

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 780 
Examiner Name  TBD
  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
 

 

 

 

December 20, 2001
 

/Dlar.P/ 1
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lapanese Office Action dated August 15, 2017, in connection with corresponding JP Application No. 2016-054177 (8
bgs., including English translation).

‘Japan Football Asscciation Homepage, "V-goal system", Japan Football Association, Published: September 21, 201

Office Action issued on May 22, 2018 in corresponding Japanese Application No. 2018-025731; 13 pages.

AYU; Dragon's Shadow; BoomApp Games;[online] URL; http://boom-app.com/etry/dragons-shadow-event02; June 3,
P0013; search on May 7, 2018; 7 pages.
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD   
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

PARA.GOM; GREE"Tanken Driland", The 2nd Guilde Battle Event "Guild League"; [online] URL; http/Avww.gpara.
om/infos/view/3235; June 27, 2013: search on May 7, 2018; 4 pages.

 

 

lapanese Notice of Reasons for Revocation of a Patent dated January 15, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition
ase No. 2017-/00609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (22 pgs., including English translation).

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  lapanese Correction Request dated March 16. 2018. in connection with JP Opposition Case No, 2017-700609 of JP

Patent No. 6043844 (7 pgs)
 

 lapanese Written Opinion dated March 16, 2018, in connection with JP Opposition Case No, 201/-700609 of JP

Ee Patent No. 6043844 (20 pgs.)
lapanese Description of Evidence dated March 16, 2018,in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of|—
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Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (16 pgs). |

lapanese Decision on Patent Opposition dated June 19, 2018, received on July 3, 2018, in connection with JP
Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (26 pgs., including English translation).

lapanese Omihara watersweightfight - fighting cap (web page) dated October 24, 2013 (search on May 11, 2017), in
onnection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (108 pgs., including a partial English

ranslation). http://seesaawiki_jp/fantasica/d/%C2%E7T%B3%A4HBB*BS%BFRESHBE%ES%CO%EF

lapanese [Exclusive Information] Finally "Dolly" to Famitsu App (web page) dated August 22, 2012 (saved on August
D7, 2012, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No.
6043844 (11 pgs., including partial English translation). http:/Avebarchive.orgAveb/20120827001459/hittp-/fapp.
amitsu.com:80/20120822_84305/

lapanese (Dr. X Department) Dedicated to beginners! Explanation about "Drago Leagues" (Capture 4th Baron Masarl
len} (veb page) dated March 25, 2013 (saved on March 27, 2013, search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP

Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (19 pgs., including partial English translation). http://
eb.archive.org/web/201 30327024836/https-//app.famitsu.com/20130325_143480/

nterbrain Inc., "Great collision guardian break", Weekly Famitsu (Famitsu mobage} (web page) dated January 10,
2013, in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (5pgs., including partial

nglish translation).

reat clash! Guardian Break Characteristic Event Bonus GameStrategy Information (GREE Mobage - Other}, dated
October 21, 2012 (search on May 11, 2017), in connection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No
6043844 (7 pgs., including partial English translation). http://barbarossa?’doorblogjp/archives/19185151 html

'ixion Saaga" Posted a Tactical Battle Test play report. What Is the evaluation of the newly added online matchup
base battle” (Crush or Build)? (web page) dated June 6, 2012 (saved on June 5, 2012, search on May 31, 2017), in
onnection with JP Opposition Case No. 2017-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (23 pgs., including partial English

ranslation.). https:/Aveb.archive.org/web/20120605172904/http-/Avwww4gamer.net:80/games/136/
(013604/20120601030/

State-of-the-art online action RPG C9 (Continent of the Ninth) Pmang Official Site Game Guide (web page) dated
September 1, 2013 (saved on September1, 2013, search on May 31, 2017), in connection with JP Cpposiltion Case

lo. 201 7-700609 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (25 pgs., including partial English translation). https://web.archive.org/
eb/20130901235716/http:/c9 pmangjp/game_guides/766
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number
 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | TBD
Examiner Name TBD

 

  
  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019
 

 

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application NumberREBAR£642—GST
Filing Date 2019-06-19

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

Art Unit | 780 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name  TBD  
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add|
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetherornotcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

English language translation is attached.
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1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicantis to place a check mark here iff
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Receipt date: 06/19/201916/445642~Gau:3715
Application Number

 

 

 

 

 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unioe nit | TBD
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name TBD   
Attorney Docket Number | 09850001COA 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

* Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19

Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registratian Number 1,986

 
  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 06/19/2019 16/445,642 —- GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Bax 14450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwuspto gov
APPLICATION FILING or GRP AR’

NUMBER 371(¢) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMSIND CLAIMS

 
 

16/445,642 06/19/2019 3715 3180 09850001COA CONFIRMATION NO.9486
62008 FILING RECEIPT

345 SauthPatrick Strect (NMA)0
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

Date Mailed: 06/25/2019

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR,and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subjectto collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a responsefor this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Koichi SUZUKI, Tokyo, JAPAN;

Applicant(s)
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN;

Assignment For Published Patent Application
GREE, Inc., Tokyo, JAPAN

Powerof Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 62008

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 14/631,221 02/25/2015

Foreign Applications (You maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http:/Awww.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2014-034003 02/25/2014 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/89 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/21/2019

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be usedforfiling abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/445,642

Projected Publication Date: 10/03/2019

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE
RECORDING MEDIUM

Preliminary Class

463

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider thefiling of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-membercountry. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of “an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patentin a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents”) for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http:/Awww.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on howto protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Suchlicenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 GFR 5.13 of 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and may be usedat any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
itis revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license does notin any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Departmentof Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been grantedat this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
 

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
businessinvestment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsmanforexisting and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic developmentorganizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business,visit htto:/Awww.SelectUSA.govorcall
+1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/445,642

APPLICATIONAS FILED - PART| OTHER THAN

(Golumn1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY

BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 4.16(a), (b). of (c))
SEARCH FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m))
EXAMINATION FEE
(87 CFR 1.16(0), (p}, or (q})
TOTAL GLAIMS
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) -

If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE_|sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereot. See 35 USC.

41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).

* lf the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

OTHER THAN

(Column 1) (Golumn 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY SMALL ENTITYCLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER RATE(S) ADDITIONAL ADDITIONALAFTER PREVIOUSLY FEE($)AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(i))

(37 CFR 1.16(h)}

Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) ———
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j))

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY

AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(i))
Independent Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(h}}

Application Size Fee (87 CFR 1.16(s

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j})

ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column1 is less than the entry in colurnn 2. write "0" in column 3.

* If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter "20".
*“~* Ifthe "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 3, enter "3".

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.

AMENDMENTA
ADD'L FEE

AMENDMENTB
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and TrademarkOffice
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto. coy 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/445,642 06/19/2019 Koichi SUZUKI 09850001COA 9486

62008 7590 06/25/2019

MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

ALEXANDRIA,VA 22314

EXAMINER

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFLCATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

06/25/2019 ELECTRONIC
 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date” to the
following e-mail address(es):

patent @ maierandmaier.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/445,642 SUZUKI, Koichi

Decision Granting Request for
PrioritizedExamination (Track }) Examiner Art Unit AIA (FITF) Status

BRIAN W BROWN OPET Yes

THE REQUESTFILED 19 June 2019 IS GRANTED.

The above-identified application has met the requirements for prioritized examination
A. for an original nonprovisional application (TrackI).
B. (J for an application undergoing continued examination (RCE).

The above-identified application will undergo prioritized examination. The application will be
accorded special status throughoutits entire course of prosecution until one of the following occurs:

filing a petition for extension of time to extend the time period for filing a reply;

filing an 2
claims, more than thirty total claims oraa multiple dependent claim:
filing a request for continued examination ;

filing a notice of appeal;

filing a request for suspension of action;

mailing of a notice of allowance;

mailing of a final Office action;

completion of examination as defined in 37 CFR 41.102; or

abandonmentof the application.

Telephoneinquiries with regard to this decision should be directed to BRIAN BROWNat(67 1)272-5338.

In his/ner absence, calls may be directed to Petition Help Desk at (571) 272-3282.

/BRIAN W BROWN/

Petitions Examiner, OPET

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-2298 (Rev. 02-2012)
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PTO/AIA/15 (10-17)
Approved for use through 11/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

UTILITYsometovetne [09850001 COA
PATENT APPLICATION Koichi SUZUKI

TRANSM ITTA L Prine|GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM. AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTE?-3EAD)
ic{Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b}) Label No.

APPLICATION ELEMENTS Commissionerfor Patents
See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. ADDRESS TO: P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

[_] Fee Transmittal Form ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PAPERS(PTO/SB/17 or equivalent)

Applicant asserts small entity status. 10. L] Assignment Papers
See 37 CFR 1.27 (cover sheet & document(s))

. [| Applicantcertifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29. NameofAssigneeApplicant must attach form PTO/SB/L5AorB or equivalent.

- [Y] Specification [Total Pages 25 ] . 37 CFR 3.73(c) Statement Powerof AttorneyBoth the claims and abstract must start on a new page. (when there is an assignee)

(See MPEP § 608.01(a) for information on the preferred arrangement} English Translation Document
5.[4] Drawing(s} (35 U.S.C. 113) [Total Sheets 7 ] (if applicable)
6. Inventor’s Oath or Declaration [Total Pages 3 ] . Information Disclosure Statement

(including substitute statements under 37 CFR 1.64 and assignments (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449)

serving as an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63{e}) L] Copiesof citations attached
Preliminary Amendment

  
a. | Newly executed (original or copy)
b. A copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)) Return Receipt Postcard

7. Application Data Sheet=* See note below. (MPEP § 503) (Should be specifically itemized)

See 37 CFR 1.76 (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent) Certified CopyofPriority Document(s}
8. CD-ROM or CD-R (ifforeign priority is claimed)

in duplicate, large table, or Computer Program (Appendix) Nonpublication Request
| Landscape Table on CD Under 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35or equivalent.

9. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission
(if applicable, items a. —c. are required) . Other: !0S-Statement
a | Computer Readable Form (CRF) CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(€)
b. C] Specification SequenceListing on:

i. LE] CD-ROM or CD-R(2 copies); or
ii] | Paper

c [| Statements verifying identity of above copies

 

 

 

*Note: (1) Benefit claims under 37 CFR 1.78 and foreign priority claims under 1.55 must be included in an Application Data Sheet (ADS).
(2) For applicationsfiled under 35 U.S.C. 111, the application must contain an ADS specifying the applicant if the applicant is an

assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign, or person who otherwise showssufficient proprietary
interest in the matter. See 37 CFR 1.46{b).

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS

The address associated with Customer Number; 62008 OR [| Correspondence address below
Name

Address

cry PeetePO Zip coe
county||teieptonePal|
signature |/Timothy J. Maier/ Date June 19, 2019
Name

(Prnt/type)|Fimothy J. Maier aaaaee ee [51,986(Attorney/Agent)
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.53(b}. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on
the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 andselect option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination
of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (6 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
recordsis required by the Freedom ofInformation Act.

2. A-record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in
the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

¢. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that
agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs,
under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine
use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the
proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an
application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

. . GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

The application data sheetis part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paperfiled application.

 
Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

Portionsor all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet mayfall under a Secrecy Order pursuantto
37 CFR 5.2 (Paperfilers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may notbe filed electronically.)

  

  
 

Inventor Information:

R
Inventor [1

Legal Name

 
 
 Prefix) Given Name Middle Name

“I
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency e@ Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City okyo Country of Residence iPFrt~i“C*;C™SCSCSCSCSCSCSCSY

Family Name  

   

     

Mailing AddressofInventor:

 
  
 
  

Address 1

Address 2

  Postal Code

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

Country i 

CorrespondenceInformation:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the CorrespondenceInformation section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

 

 

[_] An Addressis being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

i 52008
|ppatent@maierandmaier.com Add Email

Application Information:

 
 

Customer Number

Email Address  

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

Title of the Invention   
RECORDING MEDIUM

| fp9ss0001c0A Small Entity Status Claimed
[Feceronsiona
| potity |

Total Numberof Drawing Sheets(if any) Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

  
 

Attorney Docket Number
 
 

 
 

Application Type

Subject Matter
 
 

 
 

EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

- 4 Attorney Docket Number|09850001COA
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Application Number

 
 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section whenfiling an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not completethis sectionif
application papers including a specification and any drawingsare being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

 

For the purposesof a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawingsof the present application are replaced bythis
reference to the previouslyfiled application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

 
 i

Application numberof the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

PU
Publication Information:

[_] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

 
 

 

 

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under
O 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the

subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen monthsafterfiling.

 
 
 

Representative Information:
 

 
 
  
 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a powerof attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number cr complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Numberwill be used for the Representative Information during processing.

 

Please Select One: @ Customer Number   US Patent Practitioner O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)   Customer Number 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.
Whenreferring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number”field blank.

|
Continuity Type Prior Application Number

Fra
Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form Add
by selecting the Add button.

  

  
 

Prior Application Status  

 
 

 

 

Remove

Filing or 371(c) Date
(YYYY-MM-DD) Application Number

2015-02-25   
EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

icati

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 Application Number

. . GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet

constitutes the claim forpriority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. Whenpriority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)! the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority applicationis filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g){1).

 

  

Application Number Country! Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codel (if applicable)

poveosaoos id SSCSCSC~*d‘i#SOSC
Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Addbutton. Add

  
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

 This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March

[] 16, 2013.
NOTE: Byproviding this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, will be examined underthefirst inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

icati

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:
 

Whenthis Application Data Sheet is properly signed andfiled with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraphA in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any searchresults from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-outof the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE:This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIALfiling of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX)- Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any otherforeign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTOin a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreementin which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent applicationis filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application andits related bibliographic data, and (3) the date offiling of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)
(1).

 

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO accessto the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claimingpriority to the instant patent
applicationis filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

 

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claimspriority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOTauthorize the USPTOto permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[_] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTOwill not be providing a participating foreign IP office with

any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOTauthorize the USPTOto transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[-] application. If this box is checked, the USPTOwill not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant

application.

NOTE: Oncethe application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO mayprovide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

icati

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number  

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Applicant Information:
 

Providing assignmentinformation in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirementof part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignmentrecorded by the Office.

Applicant 4 Remove
If the applicantis the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be providedin this section is the name and addressof the legal representative whois the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and addressof the assignee, person to whom the inventoris under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
whootherwise showssufficient proprietary interest in the matter whois the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46.If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom theinventoris obligated to assign, or person who otherwise showssufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or morejoint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be
identified in this section.

Clear

e@ Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

 

  

  

Person to whom theinventoris obligated to assign. Person who showssufficient proprietary interest 
lf applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventoris:

Nameof the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. xX]

Organization Name REE,Inc.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 2 |
City |ffokyo State/Province
CountryPeoPostal Code 106-6112
Phone Number ooFax Number
Email Address |

 

 

   
Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

  
 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:
 

Providing assignmentinformation in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirementof part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

- 4 Attorney Docket Number|09850001COA
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Application Number

 
 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

Assignee ;
Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assigneeis also desired on the
patent application publication. 

Remove

If the Assignee or=Assignee is an Organization check here.Organization Name frent—~—“CSSOSCSCSC‘“CSOSSNSNSCSSSSYinc.
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

Phone Number

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Address 1

Address 2
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 |ftos-6112Country!

Fax Number 

Email Address   
Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

 

Signature:
NOTE:This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However,if this Application
Data Sheetis submitted with the INITIALfiling of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordancewith 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patentpractitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (€.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or morejoint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or morejoint inventor-applicants whe have been given
powerof attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

 
 
 
 

Signature imothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD)) 2019-06-19

First Name imothy Last Name jailer Registration Number 1,986

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

icati

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number  

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
Title of Invention MEDIUM

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirementsof the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection ofthis information
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the informationsolicited is voluntary; and(3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extentallowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department ofJustice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed,as a4 routine use, to a Memberof Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Memberwith respect to the subject matterof the record.

4. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
acontract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Applicationfiled under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routineuse,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

6. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvementsin records managementpractices and
programs, under authority of44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be madein accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of
recordsfor this purpose, and any otherrelevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record wasfiled in an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspectionsor an issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records maybe disclosed,as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes
awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.  
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Doc Code: TRACK1.REQ

DocumentDescription: TrackOne Request PTO/AIA/424 (04-14)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUESTFORPRIORITIZED EXAMINATION

UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e) (Page 1 of 1)

First Named . . Nonprovisional Application Number(ifKoichi SUZUK| ome
reon: GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
APPLICANT HEREBYCERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTSPRIORITIZED EXAMINATION FOR
THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

1. The processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1) and the prioritized examination fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(c) have beenfiled with the request. The publication fee requirement is met
becausethat fee, set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d), is currently $0. The basicfiling fee, search fee,
and examination fee are filed with the request or have been already been paid. | understand
that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must be paid for the application.

| understand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four
independent claims, more thanthirty total claims, or any multiple dependent claims, and that
any request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding Track | request to be dismissed.

3. The applicable box is checked below:

Original Application (Track One) - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(1

i. (a) The application is an original nonprovisionalutility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and requestis being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web.

---OR---

(b) The application is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and requestis being filed with the plant application in paper.

ii. An executed inventor's oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63 or 37 CFR 1.64 for each

inventor, or the application data sheet meeting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i) is
filed with the application.

Request for Continued Examination - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(2)

A requestfor continued examination has beenfiled with, or prior to, this form.
If the application is a utility application, this certification and request is being filed via EFS-Web.

iii. The application is an original nonprovisionalutility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), or is
a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371.

iv. This certification and requestis being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive
to the request for continued examination.
No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status
under 37 CFR 1.102(e)(2).

signature!|IMothy J. Maier/ paevune 19, 2019

Nameen)imothy J. Maier Practitioner 51,986(Print/Typed) Registration Number
 

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications.
Submit muitiple forms if more than one signature is required.*
 

[| *Total of 1 forms are submitted.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of
the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2)
furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or
patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the
application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom ofInformation Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from
the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSAaspart of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of
44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing
inspection of records for this purpose, and anyother relevant (.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such
disclosure shall not be used to make determinations aboutindividuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record maybedisclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record
wasfiled in an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which
application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued
patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes awareofa violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc Code: PA..
PTO/AIA/82A (07-13)

Document Description: Powerof Attorney Approvedfor use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE

REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Powerof Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B)to identify the application to which the
Powerof Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application numberandfiling date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82Bidentifies the application to which the Powerof Attorney is
directed, the Powerof Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

a

First Named Inventor Koichi SUZUKI

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

a

SIGNATUREof Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Sanat /Timothy J. Maier/ pate Ortonad|June 19, 2019
Timothy J. Maier RegistrationNumber

 

Title (if Applicant is a
juristic entity)

 
 

Applicant Name(if Applicantis a juristic entity)

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If
more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

*Total of _] forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
he public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR

1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

   
/fyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No.

14/631,221, filed February 25, 2015, entitled “GAME CONTROL METHOD,

SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING

MEDIUM,” which claims benefit of priority to Japanese Patent Application No.

2014-034003 filed February 25, 2014, the entire contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference.

FIELD

[0002] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure relate to a game

control method, a system, and a non-transitory computer-readable recording

medium for providing client devices with a battle game over a network.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In recent years, online game services provided to client devices by a

server device over a communication network have grown popular, and many game

titles have been released on multiple platforms. These games are available in a

variety of types and categories. Among such games, social games that allow

multiple players to participate in the same gameare especially booming.

[0004] One type of social game that has been proposed is a game in which a

group (i.e. a guild) is formed whose members are characters each controlled by a

player. The group then battles monster characters or the like (for example, JP2013-

244126). Besides a “guild”, such a group may be referred to as a “party”, “team”,

“community”, or the like depending on the game.

[0005] Recently, games with a function to allow groups of players to battle each

other have been proposed. This function is particularly referred to as “Guild vs

Guild”, abbreviated as “GvG”. In GvG, a predetermined time slot within a day is

set, such as one hour from 20:00 to 21:00 (a shorter time slot being 30 minutes, and

a longer time slot being two hours). The assembled groups then battle during this

time slot (e.g. a “guild battle”). In some games, a plurality of time slots is set for
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holding a group battle.

[0006] A group battle during a predetermined time slot (i.e. a time slot group

battle) is, for example, held as follows. One way is for a player who has entry

authority, such as the master who is the leader of the group or the junior master who

is the sub-leader, to enter the battle by selecting a predetermined time slot from

among a plurality of set battle time slots. The group can thus participate in the group

battle. Another way is for all groups to be randomly combined in time slots set in

advance (such as one battle in the afternoon and anotherin the evening), with battles

proceeding in accordance with the arbitrary combinations.

[0007] There is also a variety of types of battles. Examples include determining

victory based on the total number of times characters of the opponent group are

defeated, determining victory based on whetherall of the participating characters

in the opponent group are eliminated, and determining victory based on the amount

of points, with a large numberof points being awarded for defeating the boss of the

opponent group.

SUMMARY

[00038] In a time slot group battle, the participation rate of group membersin the

battle tends to increase in the last half of the time slot. One reason is that players

intentionally concentrate their attacks near the end ofthe timeslot. This strategy

does not provide the opponent time to counterattack and allows for an effective

attack by augmenting the attack strength through consecutive attacks by multiple

players in a short period of time in the last half (i.e. a combo). Another reason is

that subduing the boss in the last half earns a high number of points, whereas even

if players actively participate in the battle and attack the enemyin thefirst half,

they may easily suffer a reverse in the last half. Other reasons include how limits

are often placed on the number of attacks in the group battle, the battle points

provided at the start of the battle, and the like, so that if players actively participate

in the first half, they may use up their battle points, i.e. run out of ammo, in the last

half and be unable to attack.

[0009] The game provider, however, wants players to participate actively in the

battle throughout the entire time set for the group battle and to enjoy the game

during the entire set time.
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[0010] Another issue is that groups include players ranging from experienced

game players to beginners with a low level and attack strength who have just started

the game. Time slot group battles, however, are often not divided up by level, as is

a batUe with a strong enemy (raid boss) thal appears during a quest. Hence, a baltle

may be fought with opponents having vastly dissimilar attack strengths. In this case,

beginners not experienced with the game cannot fully understand effective attacks,

such as combos, or the “unwritten rules” of an experienced group such as the timing

within the guild for attacks. Beginners may therefore be unsuccessful. As a result,

beginners may end up passively participating in a group battle. Under these

circumstances, is therefore preferable to provide a game that allows players with a

wide range of levels to enjoy a time slot group battle without regard for level.

[0011] Embodiments of the present disclosure have been conceived in light of

these circumstances and provides a game control method, a system, and a non-

transitory computer-readable recording medium that allow a wide range of players

to enjoy a group battle without regard for difference in level, degree of attack

strength, or the like and that, in a group battle limited to a time slot, improve the

participation rate throughout the set time slot.

[0012] A game control method according to an exemplary aspect of the present

disclosure can includethe steps of: (a) dividing a battle time into a plurality of time

slots in a battle game between groups with a battle time managing unit stored in a

memory, the battle time managing unit further comprising a timer, and members of

a group being characters stored in the memory, each character controlled by a player

via a client device sending requests to a server; (b) setting a battle condition of at

least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots with a battle condition

changing unit in the memory to differ from a battle condition of a second timeslot

in the plurality of time slots based on data from a battle condition extraction unit in

the memory and a target changing unit in the memory; and (c) conducting the battle

game on the server by a battle rendering unit in the memory based on the battle

condition whereby at least one of the time slots in the plurality of time slots is

different from the second timeslot in the plurality of time slots.

[0013] According to exemplary embodiments, a battle game played in a

predetermined time slot is divided into a plurality of time slots, such as a first

portion, middle portion, and last portion, and a battle condition is changed in at
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least one of the subdivided time slots. By dividing the time slot of the battle game

into a plurality of time slots and setting the battle condition for each timeslot, a

battle game that has conventionally been played under certain rules can be changed

during the set time. In particular, by setting a battle condilion that is advantageous

for a certain target and by changing the battle condition in the timeslot for the first

half, for example, in which the participation rate in the time slot battle game is not

high, an increase in the participation rate of characters throughout the time slots

can be expected. Furthermore, circumstancesthat allow beginners to enjoy the battle

can be created by setting the battle conditions for example to increase the attack

strength of low-level characters, which correspond to beginners, and to favor

beginners in the first half in which the participation rate in the battle is not very

high.

[0014] The exemplary embodiments can provide a game control method, a

system, and a non-transitory computer-readable recording and/or storage medium

that allow a wide range of players to enjoy a group battle without regard for

difference in level, degree of attack strength, or the like and that improve the

participation rate in a group battle throughout the set time slot.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0015] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be further

described below with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the network structure of a game system according to the

present embodiment;

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram illustrating the structure of a server device according

to the present embodiment;

FIG.3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of a client device according

to the present embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a game screen according to the present

embodiment:

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram illustrating the structure of battle

processing according to the present embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating time management of a groupbattle

according to the present embodiment;
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FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are conceptual diagrams illustrating examples of battle

conditions and targets of change in a group battle according to the present

embodiment; and

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating battle processing according to the present

embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] The following describes an exemplary embodiment of the present

disclosure (the present embodiment) with reference to the drawings.

[0017]

FIG. 1 illustrates the network structure of a game system 100 according to the

exemplary embodiment. The game system 100 includes a server device 10 that

provides a battle game service to a plurality of client devices 30 over a network 20.

The server device 10 is a network node having a function to provide the battle game

service and is, for example, configured using a host computer with high computing

power. The server device 10 is not, however, limited to this example and may be

configured using a general-purpose communication terminal device. The client

device 30 is a network node having a function to receive provision of the battle

game service and is, for example, configured using a general-purpose

communication terminal device. In the present disclosure, the network node that

provides the battle game service is referred to as the “server device”, and the

network node that receives provision of the battle game service is referred to as the

“client device”, regardless of computing power. The online game service is provided

by the server device 10 responding to a request from the client device 30.

[0018] The host computer constituting the server device 10 need not be only one

computer and may be configured using a plurality of computers distributed over the

network 20. Furthermore, the general-purpose communication terminal device

constituting the server device 10 or the client device 30 also refers to a desktop

computer, a notebook computer, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, and a mobile

phone. The mobile phone may, for example, be a handheld mobile terminal such as

PDC (Personal Digital Cellular), PCS (Personal Communication System), GSM®

(Global System for Mobile communications), PHS (Personal Handy phone System),

PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), or the like, capable of data communication under

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 289



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 290

10

15

30

0985000 1COA

-6-

a standard such as W-CDMA (Wideband Code Division Multiple Access), CDMA-

2000 (Code Division Multiple Access-2000), IMT-2000 (International Mobile

Telecommunication-2000), Wibro (Wireless Broadband Internet), or the like. The

network 20 is a communicalion network combining wired networks (such as a LAN

(Local Area Network), WAN (Wide Area Network), or VAN (Value Added

Network)) and wireless networks (such as a mobile communication network,

satellite communication network, Bluetooth, WiFi (Wireless Fidelity), or HSDPA

(High Speed Downlink Packet Access)), and the like. Between the server device 10

and the client devices 30 there may be provided a gateway server that converts the

communication protocol between these devices.

[0019] FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the server device

10 according to the present embodiment. The server device 10 includes a processor

11, a communication interface 12, and a memory resource 13. The processor 11 is

formed by an arithmetic logic unit, which performs arithmetic operations, logic

operations, bit operations, and the like; various registers (program counter, data

register, instruction register, general-purpose register, and the like); and a timer.

The processor 11 decodes and executes a computer program 40 stored in the memory

resource 13 and respondsto requests from the plurality of client devices 30.

[0020] The computer program 40 is a program for executing game processing in

response to requests from the plurality of client devices 30 and includes a plurality

of software modules that are called and executed within a main program. Such

software modules are each modularized subprograms for executing particular

processing (processing for game operations, image display, communication, and the

like) and are created using, for example, procedures, subroutines, methods,

functions, data structures, and the like. A module is a unit that can be compiled

independently.

[0021] As one such modularized subprogram, the computer program 40 includes

a rendition processing module 50 provided with the functionof the battle processing

unit 60 (described below) that executes rendition processing for a battle between

groups. In addition to the battle processing unit 60, in accordance with game

specifications, the rendition processing module 50 for example includes functions

such as a quest processing unit 51 that implements a quest, which is a search game,

a gacha processing unit 52 that executes processing for a gacha (dispensing items
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that are part of a set), a integrating unit 53 that combines cards, and a secondary

battle processing unit 54 that executes processing to battle an enemy character other

than in the main battle, such as a raid boss that appears during a quest. The battle

processing unit 60 is described in detail below, whereas details on the other

processing units 51 to 54 are omitted, since these units are not specific to the

exemplary embodiment.

[0022] The memory resource (memory unit) 13 stores parameters 70 for each

character. Examples of the parameters 70 include a variable related to the attack

strength of the character (specifically, a variable that conforms to changes in the

character’s “attack points” or the like), “skill types” listed on cards (described in

detail below) used when attacking a character in the opponent group during a battle

between groups, or particular “items” related to skills, and “attributes” of items or

cards, yet the parameters 70 are not limited to these examples.

[0023] For example, a variable related to “defense points” or the like may be

included, as may a variable indicating a “reward” obtained in the battle game. The

value concept behind the reward is that a higher value yields a greater advantage

against an opponent as the battle game progresses. The reward may, for example,

be currency used to purchase an item within the game, an item that increases the

character’s attack strength, an item that heals the character’s stamina or damage, or

points that are added by inflicting damage on an enemycharacter. The reward may

also have a value tradable between characters. Furthermore, the parameters 70 may

include a variable indicating the length of time since the day the player participated

in a battle game.

[0024] The memory resource 13 is, for example, a logical device that provides

a memoryarea of a physical device (for example, a computer-readable recording

and/or storage medium such as a disk drive, semiconductor memory, or the like). A

plurality of physical devices may be mapped onto one logical device, or one

physical device may be mapped onto a plurality of logical devices. Data, logs, and

the like indicating the access history, play conditions, game progress status, and the

like of each client device 30 are stored in the memory resource 13. The

communication interface 12 is a hardware module for connecting to the client

devices 30 over the network 20, such as an ISDN modem, ADSL modem, cable

modem,orthe like.
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[0025] FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of the client device

30 according to the exemplary embodiment. The client device 30 includes a

processor 31, an audio output device 32, a communication interface 33, a memory

resource 34, an input device 35, and a display device 36. The processor 31 is formed

by an arithmetic logic unit, various registers (program counter, data register,

instruction register, general-purpose register, and the like), and a timer. The

processor 31 decodes and executes a computer program 80 stored in the memory

resource 34, transmits a request to the server device 10 in accordance with operation

information input into the input device 35, and receives a response from the server

device 10. The computer program 80 is an application program for connecting to

the server device 10 and receiving provision of the battle game service. This

application program can be distributed over the network 20 by the server device 10.

[0026] The memory resource 34 is a logical device that provides a memory area

of a physical device (for example, a computer-readable recording and/or storage

medium such as a disk drive, semiconductor memory, or the like) and also stores

operating system programs, driver programs, various data, and the like used for

processing by the client device 30.

[0027] Examples of driver programs include an input device driver program for

controlling the input device 35 and output device driver programs for controlling

the audio output device 32 and the display device 36. Examples of the various data

include image data for objects, backgrounds, and the like that appear in the game
screens.

[0028] The audio output device 32 is, for example, a sound player that can

reproduce sound data such as game sound effects. The communication interface 33

provides a connection interface with the server device 10 and is configured using a

wireless communication interface or a wired communication interface.

[0029] The input device 35 provides an interface that receives input operations

from the player and is, for example, a touch panel, keyboard, mouse, or the like.

The display device 36 provides a player with an image display interface for game

screens or the like and is, for example, an organic EL display, liquid crystal display,

CRTdisplay, or the like.

[0030] When the player logs into the game service of the server device 10 by

operating the input device 35 to input authentication information (an ID, password,
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or the like), a personalized screen associated with the player’s authentication

information is displayed on the display device 36.

[0031] On the personalized screen, a menu screen related to the group to which

an individual player belongs is displayed. A “group” can be a virtual collection

whose members are characters each controlled by a player via the client device 30.

Such groups may be created and established for each gametitle or may be common

to a plurality of game titles. In the field of social games, a group established for

such a purpose is also referred to as a “guild”, “party”, “team”, “community”, or

the like. A character can refer to a virtual object that obeys a player’s instructions

and acts in a virtual space on the player’s behalf.

[0032] A character controlled by a player with experience participating in the

game service provided bythe server device 10 belongs to a group as a general rule,

and the character’s history is associated with the authentication information for the

player and stored in the memory resource 13 of the server device 10. An editing

menu screen related to the group is displayed on the display device 36 based on this

history.

[0033] On the other hand, the character controlled by a player participating in

the game service provided bythe server device 10 for the first time does not belong

to a particular group as a general rule, and therefore a menu screen belonging to

any group (for example, a screen to search for a groupor to establish a new group)

is displayed on the display device 36. After the group to which the player belongs

is determined or selected and the player selects to participate in the game service,

a screen for a game event underwayat that point in time is displayed on the display

device 36.

[0034] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a game screen 200 according to the

exemplary embodiment. The game screen 200 includes an event field 201 and a

palette 202. The event field 201 is a virtual field on which the battle game

progresses between groups 300 and 400. Characters 301, 302, and 303 belonging to

one group 300 and characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the other group 400

are displayed in the event field 201.

[0035] The battle between groupsis referred to as a “guild war” or “guild battle”,

or as “GvG” in reference to the initial letter of the word “guild”. While

communicating with each other, characters belonging to the same group attack
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opponent characters belonging to the opponent group.

[0036] The palette 202 is a virtual location for selecting the “skill” that can be

used when each character attacks an opponent character. A deck 600, which is a

stack of virtual cards, and a plurality of cards 601, 602, and 603 selected from the

deck 600 are displayed on the palette 202. A display (an illustration or letter)

indicating the type of skill and a particular item related to the skill are depicted on

each card. Attack points (such as points for the skill or the invoked attack), defense

points (stamina, life force, or the like), and attribute (fire, water, tree, earth, or the

like) are set for each card.

[0037] Each player flips over the cards 601, 602, and 603 from the deck 600 and

attacks the opponent character in accordance with the combination of the skills,

attack points, specific items, defense points, and the like displayed on the cards 601,

602, and 603. The damageinflicted on the opponent character and the damage the

player sustains are then calculated.

[0038] The gauge 501 indicates the number of times that characters 301, 302,

and 303 belonging to the group 300 have consecutively attacked the opponent

characters 401, 402, and 403. Similarly, the gauge 502 indicates the numberof times

that characters 401, 402, and 403 belonging to the group 400 have consecutively

attacked the opponent characters 301, 302, and 303. The number of consecutive

attacks is referred to as the “number of combos”, and the gauges 501 and 502

displaying the number of combos are referred to as a “combo gauge”.

[0039] Asillustrated by the functional block in FIG. 5, the battle processing unit

60, which is one functional unit in the rendition processing module 50, includes a

battle time managing unit 61, a battle condition extraction unit 62, a target changing

unit 63, a battle condition changing unit 64, a battle result tallying unit 65, and a

battle rendering unit 66.

[0040] The battle time managing unit 61 refers to the timer and the memory

resource 13 to manage the time of a battle between groups. In addition to a start

time S and an end time E, when the time managed bythe battle time managing unit

61 is divided into a plurality of battle times BT (such as a three-way division into

a first portion F, a middle portion M, and a last portion L), as illustrated in FIG. 6,

the battle time managing unit 61 manages the start time (MS) and the end time

(ME/LS) of the subdivided times. In other words, the battle time managing unit 61
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has the functions of determining whether each start time and end time has been

reached, of determining the end of the battle time, and of inputting the results of

these determinationsto the other functional units in the battle processing unit 60.

[0041] Various patterns depending on the game specificalions are possible for

the interval between the start time and the end time of the battle time slot, such as

30 minutes, one hour, two hours, and so forth. The battle time slot may also be

divided in a variety of patterns, such as dividing in two, into a first half and a last

half, or dividing into four or more time slots. An appropriate selection may be made

in accordance with game specifications. Such information is stored in the memory

resource 13.

[0042] The battle condition extraction unit 62 refers to the memory resource 13

to determine whether to change the conditions of the battle (the battle condition) as

the battle takes place in a predetermined time slot. In other words, the battle

condition extraction unit 62 is a manner of invoking a function to change a battle

condition during the time slot groupbattle.

[0043] In this context, the term “battle condition” broadly includes additional

conditions added on during a group battle. While also described in detail below, a

battle condition can include changing the ability value of an individual character,

such as changing the parameters 70 (see FIG. 2) that allow a character to exercise

certain abilities during a battle, such as a character’s attack strength, defense

strength, or the like. Battle conditions also can include anysort of condition applied

during a battle, such as providing a reward to the player controlling a character or

tallying the battle result during the first portion of a subdivided time slot and

reflecting the battle result in a subsequent portion of the subdivided timeslot.

[0044] The target changing unit 63 refers to the memory resource 13 to set the

target of change based on the extracted battle condition. For example, if the battle

condition is to increase the level, attack points, or defense points of the lowest

ranked n characters in the group, the target changing unit 63 extracts the n

characters with the lowest level, the n characters with the lowest attack points, or

the n characters with the lowest defense points as the target of change from a data

table that lists the characters in the group, setting these characters as the target of

change.

[0045] Whenthe battle condition is, for example, to increase the attack points
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by 30% for characters or items such as cards classified under a predetermined

attribute, such as fire, water, wind, tree, earth, or the like, the target changing unit

63 sets the characters or items with the attribute as the target of change from among

the characters belonging to the group and from among a data table that lists the

attributes of cards included in characters’ decks, setting these characters or items.

[0046] The battle condition changing unit 64 changes the battle condition for

the target of change that was selected by the target changing unit 63. Specifically,

the battle condition changing unit 64 changes the parameters 70 (see FIG. 2) ofthe

character or item that is the target of change. The parameters referred to here include

an index of a character’s strength in the battle, such as the attack points or defense

points. For example, whenthe battle condition is to increase attack points of 10,000

points by 30%, the increased attack points become 13,000 points.

[0047] When, for example, the battle condition for the target changing unit 63

is to increase the level, attack points, or defense points of the lowest ranked n

characters in the group by 30%, the battle condition changing unit 64 executes

processing to increase the attack points of each extracted character by 30%. When

the target of change is any character or card classified under the fire attribute, the

battle condition changing unit 64 for example executes processing to increase the

attack points of items with this attribute by 30%.

[0048] When the battle condition is to reflect a battle result tallied during the

first portion of a subdivided time slot in later portions of the time slot, the battle

result tallying unit 65 tallies the battle result during the corresponding portion of

the time slot and outputs the result. In other words, as a battle condition for the first

portion of a battle, the battle result tallying unit 65 has a function to tally the number

of attacks, for example, by a character in the first portion. Based on the tallied result

for the first portion, the above-described battle condition changing unit 64 then

provides a predetermined reward as the battle condition for the last portion. Other

than the above example of the number of attacks by a character, the total attack

points or damage inflicted maybethe battle result that is tallied. The participation

rate or the like of group members mayalso be the target of tallying.

[0049] Based on the changed battle condition, the battle rendering unit 66

executes rendition processing for the gamerelated to the battle. This function is not

specific to the exemplary embodiment, and game processing is executed using any
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desired method. For example, a battle is rendered in accordance with the screen

example illustrated in FIG. 4.

[0050] Next, examples of battle conditions and targets of change are described

in detail with reference to FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b). Two Lypes of examples are described

below. In the first example, the battle condition is changed randomly or by a

predetermined setting in each of the subdivided time slots (see FIG. 7(a)). In the

second example, among the subdivided time slots, battle participation and battle

results are tallied during an earlier time slot, and the tallied results are reflected in

the battle conditions of time slots after the earlier time slot (see FIG. 7(b)).

[0051] Example of changing the battle condition as time progresses

(1) Increasing attack strength of lowest ranked n characters in group: for example,

among the characters that are members of the group, several of the characters with

the lowest abilities available or necessary in the battle, such as level, attack points,

or defense points, or the lowest 30% of the group members in terms of attack points

are increased by 30%.

(2) Increasing item attribute attack points: for example, the attack points of

characters or items such as cards classified underthe attributes of fire, water, wind,

tree, earth, or the like is increased by 10%.

(3) Increasing the attack points in accordance with player attribute: for example,

depending on whether the gender of the registered player is male or female, the

attack points are increased by 20%.

(4) Increasing the combo effect: the combo effect is changed by time slot. For

example, in a time slot with a poorparticipation rate, such as the first portion of a

group battle time, the regular increase in attack points of 10%each for consecutive

attacks is boosted to 15% each.

[0052] The above changes in battle conditions are modified freely by time slot.

FIG. 7(a) is a conceptual diagram for this example. As illustrated in FIG. 7(a), for

example in the first portion of the battle, the battle condition is to “increase the

attack points of the five members with the lowest battle ability by 30%”. The battle

condition for the middle portion of the battle is to “increase the attack points of

cards classified under the waterattribute by 30%”. Furthermore, the battle condition

for the last portion of the battle is to “increase the attack points of female players

by 30%”. The above-described percentage of the increase in attack points is merely
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an example and may be defined in accordance with game specifications.

Furthermore, the target of change is not limited to the attack points in the above

example and broadly includes the parameters 70 set for characters and items,

including defense points, level, and the like.

[0053] In this way, circumstances that allow beginners to enjoy the battle can

be created by favoring beginners in the first portion in which the participation rate

in the battle is not very high. Furthermore, by changing the parameters that increase

the attack points in the middle portion and the last portion, characters that satisfy

these parameters are encouraged to participate. Hence, an increase in the

participation rate in the battle can be expected.

[0054] The following is an example of changing battle conditions in accordance

with battle participation and battle results:

Another example of changing battle conditions is to tally the battle

participation by the grouporto tally the results of the battle in an earlier time slot

among the subdivided battle time slots. Furthermore, in the battle during a time slot

after the earlier time slot, a predetermined battle condition may be set based on the

tallied result. Examples are as follows.

[0055] (1) Providing an incentive based on an intermediate tally: for example,

as a battle condition for the first half of the battle, the number of attacks by

characters in the first half is tallied, and as a battle condition for the last half of the

battle, a predetermined reward is provided based on the result for the first half.

When the reward is a card usable in the last half of the battle, the reward may be

made useful by, for example, providing an event bonus for the card and doubling

the attack strength during the last half of the battle.

(2) Change in battle condition based on an intermediate tally: for example, each

group’s participation rate or number of participants in the first half of the battle is

extracted. The attack strength during the last half is increased uniformly by 10% for

a group that, in the first half, has a participation rate of at least a predetermined rate

or a large numberofparticipants.

[0056] In the conceptual diagram for this example in FIG. 7(b), the battle results

in the earlier time slot (first half F) are tallied, and the results are reflected in the

subsequent time slot (last half L). In this way, in order to have an advantage in the

last half L, which determines victory, it becomes necessary to participate and to
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battle actively in the first half F. Therefore, an increase in the participation rate

across the entire time slot from the first half through the last half can be expected.

[0057] FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating rendition processing by the battle

processing unil 60 according to the present embodiment. The rendition processing

module 50 is a subprogram written with a commandset for causing the server device

10 to execute the function of the battle processing unit 60 via the processing from

step LOI to step 110.

[0058] In the battle processing unit 60, the battle time managing unit 61 refers

to the timer and the memory resource 13 and determines whether the time to hold a

battle between groups, i.e. the start time of the battle, has been reached (step S101).

In other words, the battle time managing unit 61 determines whetherthe start time

S illustrated in FIG. 6 has been reached.

[0059] When determining that the start time of the battle has not been reached

(step S101: NO), the battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step

$101. Conversely, when the battle time managing unit 61 determines that the start

time of the battle has been reached (step $101: YES), the battle condition extraction

unit 62 refers to the memory resource 13 to check whethera flag indicating a change

in the battle condition during the battle is set (step S102).

[0060] When determining that a flag indicating a changein the battle condition

during the battle is set (step $102: YES), the battle condition extraction unit 62

reads the battle condition to change from the memoryresource 13 (step $103).

Conversely, when determining that a flag indicating a changein the battle condition

is not set (step $102: NO), the battle condition extraction unit 62 determines not to

change the battle condition during the battle time slot, and processing proceeds to

step $109.

[0061] Based on the battle condition read in step $103, the target changing unit

63 refers to the memory resource 13 to determine whether there is a character, or

an item such as a card held by a character, that is the target of change in the battling

groups (step S104). When determining that there is a target of change (step S104:

YES), the target changing unit 63 extracts and sets the target of change (step $105).

[0062] The battle condition changing unit 64 changes the battle condition for

the character or item set as the target of change (step $106), and processing proceeds

to step S109.
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[0063] On the other hand, whenthe target changing unit 63 determines that there

is no character or item that is the target of change (step S104: NO), processing

proceeds to step S107.

[0064] In step $107, it is determined whether the battle condilion is not a target

of change, i.e. whether the battle condition is not a character, or an item such as a

card held bya character, that is the target of change in the battling groups, but rather

to “tally battle results”. When it is determined that the target condition is to tally

battle results (step $107: YES), the battle result tallying unit 65 tallies the number

of attacks by a character, the total attack points or damage inflicted, the

participation rate of group members, or the like during the battle (step S108). When

the target condition is determined not to be the tallying of battle results (step S107:

NO), processing proceeds to step $109.

[0065] In step $109, the battle rendering unit 66 executes rendition processing

based on the changed battle condition.

[0066] Next, in step $110, the battle time managing unit 61 determines whether

there is a next subdivided time slot. As illustrated in FIG. 6, this is the case of

determining whether there is a start time (MS)of a time slot yielded by dividing the

battle time BT into a plurality of time slots.

[0067] In step S110, when determining that the next subdivided time slot (for

example, MS in FIG. 6) exists (step $110: YES), the battle time managing unit 61

determines whether that subdivided time slot has been reached (step S111). When

determining that the subdivided time slot has not been reached (step S111: NO), the

battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step S111. Conversely, when

the battle time managing unit 61 determines that the subdivided time slot has been

reached (step S111: YES), processing returns to step $102, and processing from step

$102 to step S109 is repeated. As a result, processing to change the target condition

for the next subdivided time slot (for example, the time slot “ME/LS”in FIG. 6) is

executed.

[0068] On the other hand, when determining that there is no next subdivided

time slot (step $110: NO), the battle time managing unit 61 then determines whether

the end time has been reached (step $112). In other words, when determining that

the end time of the battle (time “E” in FIG. 6) has not been reached (step $112: NO),

the battle time managing unit 61 repeats the processing in step S112. Conversely,
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whenthe battle time managing unit 61 determines that the end time of the battle has

been reached (step $112: YES), processing to end the battle is executed (step $113),

thus ending the process (END).

[0069] According lo the above embodiment, a batile game played in a

predetermined time is divided into a plurality of time slots, such as a first portion,

middle portion, and last portion, and a battle condition is changed in at least one of

the subdivided time slots. By thus dividing the time slot of the battle game into a

plurality of time slots and setting the battle condition for each time slot, a battle

gamethat has conventionally been played under certain rules can be changed during

a predetermined time when the battle game is played. In particular, in the first half

of the battle, a battle condition that is advantageous for a certain target is set, for

example by increasing the attack strength of low-level characters. The battle

condition in the time slot for the first half, for example, in which the participation

rate in the time slot battle game is not high, is also changed. By thus changing the

battle condition by time slot, an increase in the participation rate of characters

throughout the time slots can be expected.

[0070] In particular, setting the target of change for the battle condition to be

an ability value that group members can exercise in the battle, such as attack

strength or defense strength, allows for the changing of a rapid response parameter

that yields an advantage in the battle. Players are thus stimulated to participate in

the battle.

[0071] As described above, circumstances that allow beginners to enjoy the

battle can be created by setting the battle conditions to increase the attack strength

of low-level characters, which correspond to beginners, and to favor beginners to

the gamein the first portion of the battle in which the participation rate in the battle

is not very high. Furthermore, by making changes to increase the attack points in

the middle portion and the last portion, characters that satisfy these parameters are

encouraged to participate, thereby leading to an increase in the participation rate in

the battle and eliminating a sense of unfairness. A game that, without regard for

level, is enjoyable and accessible can be provided for players with a wide range of

levels.

[0072] As another battle condition, battle results in an earlier time slot (for

example, the first half) are tallied, and the results are reflected in the battle
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conditions of time slots after the earlier time slot (for example, the last half). In this

way, in order to have an advantage in the last half, which determines victory, it

becomes necessary to participate in the first half and to be active in the battle by,

for example, aclively allacking the enemy in the first half as well while using up

battle points. Therefore, an increase in the participation rate across a long time

period from thefirst half to the last half can be expected.

[0073] The processing of the above-described embodiment is implemented by

coordination between the rendition processing module 50 and the processor11, yet

similar rendition processing may be executed by a dedicated hardware resource

(such as an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC)) or by firmware.

[0074] The computer program 40 may, for example, be written in an object-

oriented language. In an object-oriented language, battle game processing is made

possible by treating each character 301 to 303 as an object, defining the parameters

70 as “attributes” of the characters 301 to 303, and defining the behaviors of the

characters 301 to 303 (such as attacking) as “methods”of the characters 301 to 303.

Image display can be controlled by treating not only the characters 301 to 303 but

also the gauges 501 and 502, the cards 601, 602, and 603, and the like displayed on

the game screen 200 as objects and defining their “attributes” and “methods”.

[0075] The computer program 40 is not, however, limited to an object oriented

language and may be written in a procedural language, for example. The computer

program 40 can be encoded into a predetermined signal format and transmitted

between nodes over a transmission medium (wired communication network) or a

transmitted wave (radio waves).

[0076] The above-described exemplary embodiment is only an example for

describing aspects of the present disclosure, and the present disclosure should not

be interpreted as limited to the above exemplary embodiment. Furthermore, various

modifications may be made without departing from the scope of the present

disclosure. For example, a person of ordinary skill in the art could replace the

resources described in the embodiment (hardware resources and software resources)

with equivalents, and such replacementsare also included in the scopeofthe present

disclosure.

[0077] The battle game described in this specification can also be controlled by

a server system including more than one server device LO.
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CLAIMS

1. A method for controlling a battle game, comprising:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen

and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected

from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a parameter

based on a card selected by a player; and

during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against an opponent

character appearing in the second term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

2. The method of claim |, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined regardless

of a battle result in the first term.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein, during a third term after the second term, in the second

field, under a third battle condition which is different from the first condition and second

condition and is dependent on a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an

Opponent character appearing in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by

the player.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the third battle condition is a condition for giving a

rewardto the player.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein an attack strength againstat least one opponent character

underthe second battle condition is higher than an attack strength againstat least one opponent

character under the first battle condition.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength andalife

force.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a battle result

of the first term.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the second bate condition is dependent on an attack

status in the first term.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the second battle condition is a condition for giving a

reward to the player.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein a start timing and an end timing ofeach ofthefirst term

and the second term are determined based ona start timing of the battle game.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a player card selection step;

maintaining an interface gauge element during the battle game; and

dynamically adjusting the interface gauge element;

wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge elementtakes place after the player

card selection step.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against

the opponent character appearing in the first term and conducting the battle against the

opponent character appearing in the second term comprises:

receiving, from the player, a selection of the card;

displaying a player group on the secondfield, the player group comprising a formation

including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group andthe at

least one of the set of: the opponent character appearing in the first term and the opponent

character appearing in the second term.

13. A game apparatus configured to provide a battle game between a plurality of players,

comprising a communication interface configured to communicate with a plurality of client

devices, and a rendition processing module comprising a battle processing unit;
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wherein the rendition processing module is configured to render a game screen

comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen and a second field abovethefirst

field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected from a deck which is a stack of

virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction:

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, duringafirst term of the battle game,

in the secondfield, undera first battle condition, conduct a battle against an opponent character

appearing in the first term using a parameter based on a card selected bya playerin the plurality

ofplayers;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to, during a second termafter the first

term, in the second field, under a second battle condition which is different from the first

condition, conduct a battle against an opponent character appearing in the second term using a

parameter based on a card selected bythe player.

14. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is predetermined

regardless of a battle result in the first term.

15. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the battle processing unit is configured to,

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle condition

which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on a battle

result in the second term, conducta battle against an opponent character appearing in the third

term using a parameter based on a card selected bythe player.

16. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on a

battle result of the first term.

17. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein a start timing and an end timing of each of the

first term and the second term are determined based ona start timing ofthe battle game.

18. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the second battle condition is dependent on an

attack status in the first term.

19. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein an attack strength against at least one opponent

character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength against at least one
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opponent character underthefirst battle condition.

20. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the parameter comprises an attack strength and

a life force.

21. The game apparatus of claim 13, wherein the rendition processing unit is configured to,

during at least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing

in the first term, conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the second

term, and conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the third term,

perform the stepsof:

receiving a player card selection;

displaying, on the gamescreen, a player group on the second field, the player group

comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player;

wherein the battle processing unit is configured to conduct the battle between a player

character in the player group and theat least one ofthe set of: the opponent character appearing

in the first term, the opponent character appearing in the second term, and the opponent

character appearing in the third term; and

wherein the rendition processing unit is further configured to maintain, on the game

screen, an interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface

gauge element, wherein a dynamic adjustmentof the interface gauge element takes place after

the player card selection is received.

22. Acomputer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-readable medium

and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided with a

memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game between a plurality of players, the

game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the stepsof:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen

and a second field abovethe first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected

from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in thefirst term using a parameter

based on a card selected by a player in the plurality of players;
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during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition, conducting a battle against an opponent

character appearing in the second term using a parameter based on a card selected bythe player.

23. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

predetermined regardless of a battle result in the first term.

24. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-

readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatus to perform

the stepsof:

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition which is different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on

a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing

in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.

25. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependenton a battle result of the first term.

26. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein a start timing and an end timing of

each ofthe first term and the second term are determined based on a start timing ofthe battle

game.

27. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the second battle condition is

dependent on an attack status in the first term.

28. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein an attack strength against at least

one opponent character under the second battle condition is higher than an attack strength

against at least one opponent character underthe first battle condition.

29. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein the non-transitory computer-

readable medium further comprises instructions to configure the game apparatusto, during at

least one of the set of: conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the

first term and conducting the battle against the opponent character appearing in the second term,
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perform the stepsof:

receiving a player card selection;

displaying, on the game screen, a player group on the second field, the player group

comprising a formation including a plurality of player characters; and

modifying the player group based on the card selected by the player,

wherein the battle is conducted between a player character in the player group andthe at

least one of the set of: the opponent character appearing in the first term and the opponent

character appearing in the second term; and

wherein the game apparatus is further configured to maintain, on the game screen, an

interface gauge element during the battle game, and dynamically adjust the interface gauge

element, wherein a dynamic adjustment of the interface gauge element takes place after the

player card selection is received.

30. Acomputer program product embodied on a non-transitory computer-readable medium

and containing instructions that, when executed, causes a game apparatus provided with a

memory unit to provide a game for executing a battle game betweena plurality of players, the

game apparatus thereby being configured to perform the stepsof:

displaying a game screen comprising a first field at a lower position in the game screen

and a second field above the first field, wherein in the first field, a plurality of cards selected

from a deck whichis a stack of virtual cards are arranged in a horizontal direction;

during a first term of the battle game, in the second field, under a first battle condition,

conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the first term using a parameter

based on a card selected by a player in the plurality of players;

during a second term after the first term, in the second field, under a second battle

condition whichis different from the first condition and is predetermined regardless of a battle

result in the first term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing in the

second term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player;

during a third term after the second term, in the second field, under a third battle

condition whichis different from the first condition and second condition and is dependent on

a battle result in the second term, conducting a battle against an opponent character appearing

in the third term using a parameter based on a card selected by the player.
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ABSTRACT

Players with a wide range of levels or attack strength can enjoy a time-limited group

battle, and the participation rate can be expected to improve throughoutthe set time slot. A

battle ime managing unit refers lo a timer and a memory resource (o manage the lime of a

battle between groups. A battle condition extraction unit refers to the memory resource and

checks whether to change a battle condition during the time of the battle. A target changing unit

refers to the memory resourceto set a target of change based on the battle condition. A battle

condition changing unit changes the battle condition for the target of change that was selected

by the target changing unit. Based on the changed battle condition, a battle rendering unit

executes rendition processing for the gamerelated to the battle.
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subasa YAMAMOTO,A Report on the configuration of Yu-Gi-Oh 5D's, submitted May 21, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO
P2006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (8 pgs.).
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Application Number   

 Filing Date 2019-06-19

First Named Inventor  
 

 

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Koichi SUZUKI

 

 Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A 
  If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button|Add|

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark hereif}
English languagetranslation is attached.
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Application Number    
 

2019-06-19

Koichi SUZUKI

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

 

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A   
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

x Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et ,986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 326

 



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 327

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
ve - - 7 Approvedfor use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

 Application Number 

   
 

  
 
 

Filing Date 2019-06-19
CE,OOater [Fist Named Inventor

STATEMENTBY APPLICANT Ant Unit TED
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
 

Examiner Name TBD 
 
 

  

 09850001COA  
Attorney Docket Number

U.S.PATENTS

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

   
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS
 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite No Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code'| Date of cited Document

  
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS [Remove]

Pages,Columns, Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
Nameof Patentee or

Applicantof cited
Document

 
 
 

 
 

Country Publication
Code?|

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document 5
Initial* Number? qT 

  
 

NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS [Remove] 
Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner} Cite
Initials*|No

  
 

EFS Web 2.1.18

Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 327



Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 328

  

  Application Number 

 
  

Filing Date 2019-06-19

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A 

 
ight Senses, PC GAME SOFT "BATTLE LINE” package cover, June 30, 2009 (1 pg.).

BATTLE LINE Rule Manual, printed May 10, 2018 (30 pgs.).

H Gamer. Net, "Professioinal Baseball Famista Online” is undeniably "Famista", August 17, 2006 (5 pgs.).

ONAMI CORPORATION, Game Boy Advance "Captain Tsubasa The path of glory” Instruction Manual, February 21,
P00? (35 pgs.).

akaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Captain Tsubasa's configuration, submitted July 12, 2018, in
ase No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (14 pgs.).

REE's Third Brief, submitted July 30, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (28 pgs.).

Bupercell's Fourth Brief, submitted August 31, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (34 pgs.).

subasa Yamamoto, Second Report on the Configuration of Yu-Gi-Oh 5D's, submitted August 31, 2018, in Case No.
30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (4 pgs.).

akaaki YAMAZAKI, A Report on Operation Check of Captain Tsubasa's configuration "Shoot scene", submitted
August 31, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22006 of JP Patent No. 6228252 (6 pgs.).

ippon Professional Baseball, 2013 Official Baseball Rules, April 1, 2013 (4 pgs.)

oshiki Aigawa, Net back relay - Toshiki Aigawsa’s Netterland, printed August 22, 2018 (4 pgs.).
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Application Number   

 
 

Filing Date 2019-06-19

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Koichi SUZUKI

 

 Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A 

super-famicon jp, Tecmo Super Baseball, printed August 22, 2018 (1 pg.).

Supercell's First Brief, submitted July 12, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22036 of JP Patent No. 6295002 (30 pgs.).

REE's SecondBrief, submitted September7, 2018, in Case No. H30 YO 22036 of JP Patent No. 6295002 (18 pgs.).

lapanese document Case for Canceling Patent Cancellation Decision-Defendant's First Brief dated December5,
P018, in connection with JP Court Case No. H30-10109 of JP Patent No. 6043844 (29 pgs_).

‘evocation Decision of the JIPO Judgment to Cancel Patent dated March 26, 2019, in connection with JP Court Case
lo. H30-10109 of JP Patent No. 6043844; 57 pages.

 
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

 
1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark hereiff
English languagetranslation is attached.
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Application Number    
 

2019-06-19

Koichi SUZUKI

Filing Date

 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor

 

Attorney Docket Number | 99850001C0A   
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

x Acertification statement is not submitted herewith.
SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature ‘Timothy J. Maier/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-06-19   Name/Print Timothy J. Maier Registration Number Et 986  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

U.S. Patent Application
No: Unassigned

U.S.Filing Date: June 19, 2019 Group Art Unit: Unassigned

Applicant: GREE, Inc. Examiner: Unassigned

Attorney Docket: 9850001COA

For: GAME CONTROLMETHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

June 19, 2019
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

It is respectfully requested that the referenceslisted on the atlached PTO/SB/08a

forms be made of record and considered with respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent

application. Copies of the listed references were cited and/or filed in prior parent application

Serial No. 14/631,221 filed February 25, 2015. Submission of the present Information
 

Disclosure Statement should not be taken as an admissionthatthe cited references are legally

available prior art or that the same are pertinent or material.

Respectfully submitted,

/Timothy J. Maier/
Timothy J. Maier
Attorney for Applicant
Registration No. 51,986

Customer Number: 62008

Maier & Maier, PLLC
345 South Patrick Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
703-740-8322
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 

Title of Invention: READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM
GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Koichi SUZUKI

fleeTimothy HosePh Mater/Vuriko Stankich
Attorney Docket Number: 09850001COA

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Track! Prioritized Examination - Nonprovisional Application under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount
Sub-Totalin

USD($)

Basic Filing:

UTILITY APPLICATION FILING 1011 1 300

UTILITY SEARCH FEE
 

UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE

REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION 1817

 
1

 
4000 4000

CLAIMSIN EXCESS OF 20 10 100
 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS IN EXCESS OF 3
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Sub-Totalin

Description USD($)

Miscellaneous-Filing:

140 | 140PROCESSING FEE, EXCEPT PROV. APPLS. | | 1 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD($)
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16445642

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 9486

GAME CONTROL METHOD,SYSTEM, AND NON-TRANSITORY COMPUTER-
READABLE RECORDING MEDIUM

 

Title of Invention:

pleTimothy Joseph Maier/Yuriko Stankich

Filing Date: 

Time Stamp: 13:38:46

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

Payment Type CARD

 
RAM confirmation Number 06191 9INTEFSW13391700

Deposit Account 505976

Authorized User Yuriko Stankich

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:

 
37 CFR 1.16 (National applicationfiling, search, and examination fees)

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees) 
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37 CFR 1.19 (Document supply fees)

37 CFR 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:
Document

Number DocumentDescription
File Name File Size(Bytes)/

Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.)
 

Transmittal of New Application

Information:

Application Data Sheet

Transmittal.pdf

ADS.pdf

280228

89e288ba8e76a 1 3db7fd205053eb4decal dj
eaf02

1256070

6f1 982712096.04c74cF4d445 bf39725fcd1
e278
 

Warnings: 

Information:

TrackOne Request

Information:

TrackOne_Request.pdf

114011

[Sefe4d6529d 8145716960372a78db48d40

 

Powerof Attorney

Information:

POA. pdf

Specification.pdf

306712

A8a75de1912fS00c5 3055263 (fafbae| a2c5|
9a65

178994

BF708fe92bcbeael flb64a7Gea37f2beSddS
1fSa

Multipart Description/PDFfiles in .zip description 

DocumentDescription

Specification

 
 

 

Claims 19 24

Abstract 25 25
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Information:

167520

Drawings-only black and whiteline
drawings Drawings.pdf 753855 ba00f/ 01 5aa9Sef04 c7523 9’ ea72e}

Information:

1038485

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form {SB08) beec065Se1d296d885d0165424c37c8936!

e738e

 
Warnings:

Information:

1035402

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form (SB08) IDS2.pdf 9cb8Sef9b5c454300bb5 e0d6d3e1 bf03aa7|

d2ea2

Information:

AU.S. Patent NumberCitation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References. If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no datawill be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form (SB08) IDS_Statement.pdf 7248ac9024edfa856d88009¢100927cch26F]

c4cl

 
Warnings:

Information:

This is not an USPTO supplied IDSfillable form

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 1d38d876e228cb6421 841 6e2bcc69cSaacc|
bddo

 
Warnings:

Information:
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This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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505533372 06/19/2019

PATENT ASSIGNMENT COVER SHEET

Electronic Version v1.1 EPASID: PAT5580169

Stylesheet Version v1.2

SUBMISSION TYPE: NEW ASSIGNMENT

NATURE OF CONVEYANCE: ASSIGNMENT 

CONVEYING PARTY DATA

KOICHI SUZUKI 06/02/2015

RECEIVING PARTY DATA

NameCGREEING
Street Address: 6-10-1 ROPPONGI, MINATO-KU

City: TOKYO

State/Country: JAPAN

Postal Code: 106-6112

 

 

 

 

PROPERTY NUMBERSTotal: 1

Application Number: 16445642
 

CORRESPONDENCE DATA

Fax Number: (703)991-7071

Correspondencewill be sent to the e-mail addressfirst; if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent
using a fax number, if provided;if that is unsuccessful, it will be sent via US Mail.

Email: patent@MAIERANDMAIER.COM
Correspondent Name: MAIER & MAIER, PLLC
AddressLine 1: 345 SOUTH PATRICK STREET

AddressLine 4: ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER: 09850001COA

NAME OF SUBMITTER: TIMOTHYJ. MAIER

SIGNATURE: ‘Timothy J. Maier/

DATE SIGNED: 06/19/2019

POThis documentserves as an Oath/Declaration (37 CFR 1.63).
Total Attachments:3

source=Combined_Declaration_Assignment#page1 .tif

source=Combined_Declaration_Assignment#page2. tif
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Dacket No.: 05850002US
Only After Sept 16, 2012
US Rights Only

ASSIGNMENT WITH DECLARATION FOR PATENT

APPLICATION(37 CFR 1.63)

iTHieSS& BES (37 CFR 1.63)
Japanese Language Assignment with Declaration

Paice#, LERCi ODF ICREA LPR ATS
(A) EL FROMMER ANAKRITSBE

Ly

2) CHEBE AY FL, ASR HARA
a3 COARSE, At UNC SEALE SB ALGGK
FREE LET OCOER, HEI, do LOEBete & Bek
LET,

LC, Ha S SHRSEIAOCSLL

CHAS LCE SavicdA Gb) 1k, KEIBH OR
fe Baas beOFSAA BAAR, 4c SyHMA Ss OR
GR. TAO RAID UVC REET RaveKESLUST HO
FPPRRCSET OPER (35 USC 119 [CRe-3 < Ba
MiaeTSHA EKAOBSARES) .
I§, BRU, bCHIE LEIA, tOUHEATEV L
PER RMA CocH, RHE, BieSee bic, WR (Re)
REVERTRAGEESOL ACHEaR@ BAIAPTS
RRPaRe, PRSA, 2 ORARAZELHR(CTT 3S
Leela Gh) Bh. CAEbeoiits Lic, Bee
AOoseibte EO. AMT OREPRRRT EARL BY LCSeAeBE
AeTaCORALEMLET.

  

 

 

(AREAL & OERRELA BCH GOR. LHS OBI, 35
USC 261 LEGS < HEE APLCBEML LE 72S)

fARL,FieROSES CLCPom) ee LE,

AS Sil &EB, OFELE.

(C ROR, ER,

 
 

 
(a  OA_ AKANE KRE MS Bots

PCT RURHWINESHIRES) 

ATHOA Prk, ELTia) Cr,

 

Whereas, I/We, the undersigned inventors) hereinafter called
assignor(s), have inverted cerlain improvements described in the
application identified below; and

Whereas, GREE, Inc, of 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo
106-6112 Japan, (assignee), desires to acquire the entire right,
title, and interest in the application and invention, and to any
United States patents to be obtained therefor;

 

Now therefore, for valuable consideration, receipt whereof is!
hereby acknowledged, :

I/We, the above named assignoi({s), hereby sell, assign and!
transfer to the above named assignee, its successors and assigns, ;
the entire right, title and interest in the application and the.
invention disclosed therein for the United States of America, |
including all divisions, and continuations thereof, and all Letters
Patent of the United States that may be granted thereon, and ail
rcissues thercof, including the right to claim priority under 35
USC 119 andthe right to sue for past damages, and IAve request
the Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to issue any
Letters Patent granted upon the invention set forth in the
application to the assignee, its successors and assigns; and I/we
will execute without further consideration all papors decmed
necessary by the assignee in connection with the United States
application when called upon to do so by the assignec.

{Legalization not required for recording but is prima facie
evidence ofexecution under 35 USC 261)

As the below named faverilor, [hereby declare that:

This assignment with declarationis directed to:

[1 Theattached application, or  
&X] United States Application or PCT International Application

Numbei4/631,221 filed anFebruary 25, 2015
(Confirmation Na. 9188,_).

The application is entitled:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, SYSTEM, AND NON-
TRANSITORY COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM  
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ERIC BAAR SaLIEERLEEPER
LEBOCS, ,

FARK, ARPEHANAUC Sy YCRAULME SHTeSE OARFE
RAS, LIL, ARORMBRACHS LECTHET.

AL, RESTSEROboREMMOARSE
tL. BRLCWET.

PAIL, 37 CFR 1.56 (ERASMAS HEIL, BHRMSZSTO
HEIRESSSREPPMS, KEETICMART3
Mido LEMMETET,

fk, ABEERESBeCHAKRAORMATOR
Be, 18 USC 1001 MSE, Me SAni 5 SUFoR

. ERRMH SMAOMRERALCL ERLE
°

 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

Japanese Language Assignment with Declaration

The above identified application was made or was authorized to
he made by me.

I believe that E am the original inventor or an original joint
inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

Thave reviewed and understand the contents of the application for
which this assignment wilh declaration is beiug submitted.

Tam aware of the dutyte disclose to the Office all information
known fe me to be material to patentability as defined in
37 CFR 1.56.

I herehy acknowledge that any willful false statement made in
this assignment with declaration is punishable under 18 USC
1001 by finc or imprisonment of not morc than five (3) years, or
both.

STATEMENT OF ACCURATE TRANSLATION IN

ACCORDANCEWITH 37 CFR 1L.69(b):

The assignment with declaration is an accurate translation of
the corresponding English language assignment with
declaration.

Signature

Date March 11, 2014
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NAME OF SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR:
MEdb G VEER—DSAA 

Given Name(first and middle [ifany])
EMBLRVRARNTSEED

Taventar's signature
RAAOZA

Residence:
fERT:

Koichi

 
Minato-ku, Tokyo Japan

Mailing Address:
Bias:

Family Name or Sumanic
Suzuki 

Date

Aft June 2, 2015 
c/o GREE,Inc. 6-10-1 Reppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 166-6112 Japan
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