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Richard S. Busch (TN Bar # 14594) 
Andrew H. “Drew” Davis (TN Bar # 34203) 
KING & BALLOW 
315 Union Street, Suite 1100 
Nashville, TN 37201 
Telephone:  (615) 259-3456 
Facsimile:  (615) 726-5417 
 
Attorneys For Plaintiffs 

 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

NASHVILLE DIVISION  
 
 

ALEXANDER CARDINALE; MORGAN 
TAYLOR REID, 

  Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
JOSHUA RYAN OWEN p/k/a JAKE OWEN; 
BIG LOUD RECORDS, LLC; BENJY LASHAR 
DAVIS; MCCARTY & BLAKE, LLC d/b/a 
PLAID FLAG MUSIC; JOE DAVID 
HOOGERHYDE p/k/a JOEY HYDE; SONY 
MUSIC PUBLISHING (US) LLC d/b/a SONY 
ATV TREE PUBLISHING; NEIL ALLEN 
MEDLEY; HORIPRO ENTERTAINMENT 
GROUP, INC. d/b/a DIXIE STARS MUSIC and 
d/b/a SON OF A CARL MUSIC,  
 
  Defendant. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPLAINT FOR COPYRIGHT 
INFRINGEMENT 
 
 
JURY DEMAND 
 

 
 COMPLAINT 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is an action for willful copyright infringement brought by Plaintiffs, Alexander 

Cardinale (“Cardinale”) and Morgan Taylor Reid (“Reid”) (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), who are the 

writers and copyright owners of the musical composition entitled “Made for You” (hereinafter 
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“Made for You (1)” or the “Original Work”), bearing U.S. Copyright Registration No. 

PA0002233661. 

2. The Defendants in this Action are the credited writers, copyright claimants, 

performers, publishers, and owners of the musical composition and sound recordings also entitled 

“Made for You” (hereinafter, “Made for You (2)” or the “Infringing Works”), which, as set forth 

more fully herein, deliberately copied and infringed original elements from the Original Work – 

including, brazenly, the very title of the Original Work. Defendants copied the Original Work 

without license or consent and have exploited the subsequent Infringing Works to their collective 

benefit without regard to Plaintiffs’ rights and to Plaintiffs’ detriment. The Infringing Works 

directly misappropriate quantitatively and qualitatively important portions of Plaintiffs’ Original 

Work in a manner that is easily and instantly recognizable to the ordinary observer. The Infringing 

Works are substantially and strikingly similar to the Original Work as discussed fully below, and 

this obvious similarity satisfies both the extrinsic and intrinsic test for copyright infringement. All 

Defendants herein are practical partners of each other with regard to the infringement described 

herein. All Defendants herein are jointly and severally liable for willful copyright infringement, as 

all have benefitted from the copying of the Original Work as described herein, and all have violated 

one or more of Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights under Section 106 of the United States Copyright Act.  

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff Cardinale, an individual, is a singer/songwriter based in California. 

Cardinale is the co-author and co-claimant to the copyright of the Original Work bearing U.S. 

Copyright Registration No. PA0002233661. Cardinale is also the featured performer on the sound 

recording embodying the Original Work.  
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4. Plaintiff Reid, an individual, is a songwriter also based in California. Reid is the co-

author and co-claimant to the copyright of the Original Work bearing U.S. Copyright Registration 

No. PA0002233661. 

5. Plaintiffs have standing to bring this action for copyright infringement because they 

co-own the copyright to the Original Work involved in this action and have the exclusive rights 

under Section 106 of the United States Copyright Act.   

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant Joshua Ryan Owen p/k/a Jake Owen 

(“Owen”), an individual, is a country music artist, and at all times relevant to this Complaint, was a 

resident of Nashville, TN. Owen is the credited performer of the sound recording of the Infringing 

Works which appears on his album Greetings from… Jake.  Also, upon information and belief, Owen 

has generated substantial revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct 

exploitation of, the Infringing Work.  

7. Upon information and belief, Defendant Big Loud Records, LLC f/k/a Big Loud 

Mountain Records, Nashville, LLC (“Big Loud”), is a Tennessee limited liability company with 

principal place of business at 111 16th Avenue S., Suite 201, Nashville, TN 37212-2336. Also, upon 

further information and belief, Big Loud is Owen’s record label and copyright claimant to the sound 

recording of the Infringing Work. Upon information and belief, Big Loud has generated substantial 

revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

8. Upon information and belief, Defendant Benjy Lashar Davis (“Davis”), an 

individual, is one of the credited songwriters of the Infringing Work and co-claimant of the 

compositional copyright of the Infringing work. Upon further information and belief, Davis was a 

resident of Nashville, TN at all times relevant to this Complaint. Also, upon information and belief, 
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Davis has generated substantial revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct 

exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant Joe David Hoogerhyde p/k/a Joey Hyde 

(“Hyde”), an individual, is one of the credited songwriters of the Infringing Work and co-claimant 

of the compositional copyright of the Infringing Works. Upon further information and belief, Hyde 

was a resident of Nashville, TN at all times relevant to this Complaint. Also, upon information and 

belief, Hyde has generated substantial revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and 

direct exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

10. Upon information and belief, Defendant Neil Allen Medley (“Medley”), an 

individual, is one of the credited songwriters of the Infringing Work and co-claimant of the 

compositional copyright of the Infringing Works. Upon further information and belief, Medley 

was a resident of Nashville, TN at all times relevant to this Complaint. Also, upon information and 

belief, Medley has generated substantial revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and 

direct exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

11. Upon information and belief, Defendant McCarty & Blake, LLC d/b/a Plaid Flag 

Music (“Plaid Flag”) is a Tennessee limited liability company with principal place of business at 

2405B Elliot Avenue, Nashville, TN 37204-2701. Upon information and belief, Plaid Flag is one 

of the credited publishers of the Infringing Works and co-claimant of the compositional copyright 

of the Infringing Work. Also, upon information and belief, Plaid Flag has generated substantial 

revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct exploitation of, the Infringing 

Work. 

12. Upon information and belief, Defendant Sony Music Publishing (US) LLC f/k/a 

Sony/ATV Music Publishing and d/b/a Sony ATV Tree Publishing (“Sony/ATV”) is a Delaware 
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limited liability company with principal place of business at 25 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 

10010-3685. Upon further information and belief, Sony/ATV maintains an office at 8 Music 

Square W., Nashville, TN 37203. Upon information and belief, Sony/ATV is one of the credited 

publishers of the Infringing Works and co-claimant of the compositional copyright of the 

Infringing Work. Also, upon information and belief, Sony/ATV has generated substantial revenue 

from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

13. Upon information and belief, Defendant Horipro Entertainment Group, Inc. d/b/a 

Dixie Stars Music and d/b/a Son Of A Carl Music (collectively, “Horipro”) is a California 

corporation with principal place of business at 437 E Iris Drive, Nashville, TN 37204-3132. Upon 

information and belief, Horipro is one of the credited publishers of the Infringing Works and co-

claimant of the compositional copyright of the Infringing Work. Also, upon information and belief, 

Horipro has generated substantial revenue from his authorization to unlawfully exploit, and direct 

exploitation of, the Infringing Work. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

14. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction with respect to Plaintiffs’ copyright 

infringement claim based upon 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a) in that the controversy arises under 

the Copyright Act and Copyright Revision Act of 1976 (17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq.), which is within 

the exclusive jurisdiction of federal courts pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331.  

15. This Court has general personal jurisdiction over Defendants because each Defendant 

has continuous and systematic contacts within the Middle District of Tennessee such that they can 

be found to be essentially “at home” within this Judicial District. Specifically: 

Case 3:21-cv-00577   Document 1   Filed 07/27/21   Page 5 of 18 PageID #: 5f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


