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In the 

United States Court of Appeals 
For the Eleventh Circuit 

 
____________________ 

No. 20-14540 

____________________ 
 
GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF LATINO  
ELECTED OFFICIALS, INC.,  
as an organization,  
GEORGIA COALITION FOR THE  
PEOPLE'S AGENDA, INC.,  
as an organization, 
ASIAN AMERICANS ADVANCING  
JUSTICE - ATLANTA, INC.,  
as an organization,  
NEW GEORGIA PROJECT,  
as an organization,  
COMMON CAUSE,  
as an organization,  
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ALBERT MENDEZ,  
LIMARY RUIZ TORRES,  

 Plaintiffs-Appellants, 

versus 

GWINNETT COUNTY BOARD OF  
REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS,  
JOHN MANGANO,  
STEPHEN DAY,  
BEN SATTERFIELD,  
BEAUTY BALDWIN, 
ALICE O'LENICK,  
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER,  
in his official capacity as the Secretary of State of Georgia, 
 

 Defendants-Appellees. 
 

____________________ 

Appeal from the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of Georgia 

D.C. Docket No. 1:20-cv-01587-WMR 
____________________ 
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Before WILLIAM PRYOR, Chief Judge, LAGOA, Circuit Judge, and 
SCHLESINGER,* District Judge.

LAGOA, Circuit Judge: 

 Plaintiffs—five organizations and two individual voters 
from Gwinnett County, Georgia—allege that absentee ballot appli-
cations and voting-related information should have been, but were 
not, provided in both English and Spanish to voters in Gwinnett 
County during the 2020 election cycle.  This appeal asks us to de-
termine whether Defendants—the Gwinnett County Board of Reg-
istrations and Elections, the Board’s individual members, and 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger—violated § 203 and 
§ 4(e) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.   

Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act, 52 U.S.C. § 10503, re-
quires certain States and their political subdivisions to provide vot-
ing materials in languages in addition to English.  Gwinnett County 
is subject to the requirements of § 203, and Plaintiffs seek relief un-
der that section for all limited-English proficient, Spanish-speaking 
voters in Gwinnett County.  Section 4(e), 52 U.S.C. § 10303(e), pro-
hibits States from denying individuals who were educated in 
“American-flag schools” in a language other than English the right 
to vote because of an inability to understand English.  Plaintiffs 
seek relief under § 4(e) for all limited-English proficient, Spanish-

 
* Honorable Harvey Schlesinger, United States Senior District Judge for the 
Middle District of Florida, sitting by designation. 
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speaking voters in Gwinnett County who were educated in Puerto 
Rico.  

 The district court dismissed Plaintiffs’ claims for lack of ju-
risdiction and for failure to state a claim, and this appeal ensued.  
After careful review and with the benefit of oral argument, we va-
cate the district court’s dismissal for lack of jurisdiction, and we af-
firm its dismissal for failure to state a claim upon which relief can 
be granted. 

I. BACKGROUND 

A. Factual Allegations 

The individual Plaintiffs are United States citizens registered 
to vote in Gwinnett County.  Plaintiff Albert Mendez is a profes-
sional bass fisherman.  He was born in New York City and raised 
in Puerto Rico, where he attended Spanish-language schools.  
Plaintiff Limary Ruiz Torres is a part-time accountant.  She was 
born and raised in Puerto Rico, where she attended Spanish-lan-
guage schools.  Neither Mendez nor Ruiz Torres can read English.  

The organizational Plaintiffs are the Georgia Association of 
Latino Elected Officials, Inc. (“GALEO”), the Georgia Coalition for 
the People’s Agenda, Inc., Asian Americans Advancing Justice–At-
lanta, Inc., the New Georgia Project, Inc., and Common Cause.  
These organizations are engaged in “get-out-the-vote” activities 
and other voter registration efforts in Gwinnett County.  The indi-
vidual and organizational Plaintiffs (collectively, “Plaintiffs”) allege 
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that Defendants violated § 203, 52 U.S.C. § 10503, and § 4(e), 52 
U.S.C. § 10303(e), of the Voting Rights Act during the 2020 elec-
tion. 

Defendants are the Gwinnett County Board of Registrations 
and Elections and its individual members (collectively, the “Gwin-
nett County Board of Elections”), and Georgia Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger (“Secretary Raffensperger” or the “Secretary”).  
The Gwinnett County Board of Elections administers elections in 
Gwinnett County, Georgia; its individual members are essentially 
election superintendents and responsible for conducting such elec-
tions.  Secretary Raffensperger is Georgia’s chief election official.  
In this capacity, Secretary Raffensperger is charged with overseeing 
and administering elections in Georgia.  See O.C.G.A. § 21-2-50.   

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-110, 79 Stat. 
437, prohibits various kinds of discrimination in voting.  Section 
4(e), which was enacted in 1965 as part of the original Voting Rights 
Act, provides, in relevant part: 

No person who demonstrates that he has successfully 
completed the sixth primary grade in a public school 
in, or a private school accredited by, . . . the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico in which the predominant 
classroom language was other than English, shall be 
denied the right to vote in any Federal, State, or local 
election because of his inability to read, write, under-
stand, or interpret any matter in the English lan-
guage . . . . 

USCA11 Case: 20-14540     Date Filed: 06/08/2022     Page: 5 of 50 

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


