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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/614,319 BELL, Gordon Alastair

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (FITF) Status
ALI SAEED 1616 Yes

-- The MAILING DATEofthis communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING

DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.Extensions of time may be available underthe provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHSfrom the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHSfrom the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED(35 U.S.C.§ 133}.

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)C) Responsive to communication(s) filed on
C) A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2a)C) This action is FINAL. 2b)¥)This action is non-final.

3)0) An election was madeby the applicant in responseto a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4\() Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Exparte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*

) Claim(s) 16-26 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) ___ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

(1) Claim(s)__ is/are allowed.

(1) Claim(s)___ is/are rejected.

[) Claim(s)__is/are objectedto.

s) 4Claim(s) 16-26 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement“If any claims have beenee allowable, you may beeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see

http:/Awww.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers

10)C2 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11)C) The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)(] accepted or b)(_) objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12).) Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or(f).
Certified copies:

a)D All b)7) Some** c)D) Noneofthe:

1.1) Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.1) Certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceived in Application No.

3.2.) Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action fora list of the certified copies not received.

)

)

)

)

Attachment(s)

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) (J Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

2) (J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) (Qj Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20210327
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Application/Control Number: 16/614,319 Page 2
Art Unit: 1616

DETAILED ACTION

Notice of Pre-AlA or AIA Status

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under thefirst

inventorto file provisions of the AIA.

Claims Status

Claims 16-26 are currently pending in the instant application and are subject to the following

restriction requirement.

Election/Restrictions

REQUIREMENT FOR UNITY OF INVENTION

As provided in 37 CFR 1.475(a), a national stage application shall relate to one invention only or

to a group of inventionsso linked as to form a single general inventive concept (“requirement of unity of

invention”). Where a group of inventionsis claimed in a national stage application, the requirement of

unity of invention shall be fulfilled only whenthere is a technical relationship among those inventions

involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. The expression “special

technical features” shall mean those technical features that define a contribution which each of the

claimed inventions, considered as a whole, makes overthe priorart.

The determination whether a groupof inventionsis so linked as to form a single general

inventive concept shall be made without regard to whetherthe inventions are claimed in separate

claims or as alternatives within a single claim. See 37 CFR 1.475(e).

WhenClaimsAre Directed to Multiple Categories of Inventions:

As provided in 37 CFR 1.475 (b), a national stage application containing claims to different

categories of invention will be considered to have unity of invention if the claims are drawnonly to one

of the following combinations of categories:

(1) A product and a processspecially adapted for the manufacture of said product; or
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(2) A product and a processof use of said product; or

(3) A product, a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said product, and a use of

the said product; or

(4) A process and an apparatus or meansspecifically designed for carrying out the said process;

or

(5) A product, a process specially adapted for the manufacture of the said product, and an

apparatus or meansspecifically designed for carrying out the said process.

Otherwise, unity of invention might not be present. See 37 CFR 1.475(c).

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372.

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so

linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single

invention to which the claims must berestricted.

GroupI, claim(s) 16-20, drawn to an agrochemical composition in an emulsion concentrate or emulsion

in water comprising an agrochemical and gamma caprolactone or 2-acetyl-gamma-butyrolactone.

GroupIl, claim 21, drawn to use of gamma caprolactone or 2-acetyl-gamma-butyrolactone as a solvent.

Group Ill, claim 22, drawn to a method of making an agrochemical composition which comprises gamma

caprolactoneor 2-acetyl-gamma-butyrolactone.

Group IV, claim 23, drawn to a methodof controlling a pest comprising applying the agrochemical

composition.

Group V,claim 24, drawn to a method of treatment or prevention of fungal infection in a plant.

Group VI, claim 25, drawn to a method for the control of insects in plants.

Group VII, claim 26, drawn to a method for the control of unwanted plant growth.
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This application contains claims directed to more than onespecies of the generic invention.

These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so linked as to form a single

general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

The species are as follows:

e The agrochemical active ingredients recited in claims 18 and 19.

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species to which the claims shall be

restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. The reply must also identify the claims

readable on the elected species, including any claims subsequently added. An argumentthat a claim is

allowable or thatall claims are generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied byanelection.

Uponthe allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to

additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise require all the limitations of an

allowed generic claim. Currently, the following claim(s) are generic: Claims 16-26.

The groupsof inventions listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under

PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical

featuresfor the following reasons:

GroupsI-VIl and the different agrochemical active ingredients recited in claims 18 and 19 lack

unity of invention because even though the inventions of these groups require the technical feature of

an agrochemical composition comprising gamma caprolactone or 2-acetyl-gamma-butyrolactone, this

technical feature is not a special technical feature as it does not make a contribution overthe priorart in

view of Kobayashi (WO 2009/031621 A1; 12/03/2009). Kobayashi discloses an emulsion in water

agrochemical formulation comprising an agrochemical active component, a surfactant and an ester

solvent (Abstract). It further teaches that the composition comprises a lactone including gamma

caprolactone (Para 0013). It teaches that addition of lactone such as gamma caprolactone makes the

composition becomeclear and uniform microemulsion and storage ability becomesvery good (Para
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