UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR

| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE
17/417,847 0612412021
32602 7590

3M INNOVATIVE PROPERTIES COMPANY

PO BOX 33427
ST. PAUL, MN 55133-3427

Richard E. Raby

80628US004 5454

| EXAMINER

GASPAR, KYLIE MARIE

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER
3772
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE
06/26/2023 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

LegalUSDocketing@mmm.com

DOC KET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Application No. Applicant(s)
17/417,847 Raby et al.

Office Action Summary Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
Kylie M Gaspar 3772 Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the corresponderice address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 June 2021.
03 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥ This action is non-final.

3)(J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview
on ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[0) Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parre Quayte, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6) (J Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7) Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected.
8) [ Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9) {J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)» The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[ The drawing(s) filed on 24 June 2021 is/are: a)(J accepted or b)) objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[J Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)lJ All b)(J Some**  ¢)[J None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.(J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3.(0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [ Interview Summary (PTO-413)
) ) Paper No(s)/Mail Date
2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) [ Other:
Panar Nafe)/Mail Nata B —
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Application/Control Number: 17/417,847 Page 2
Art Unit: 3772

DETAILED ACTION
Notice of Pre-AIA or AIA Status
The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under

the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

Drawings

Photographs, including photocopies of photographs, are not ordinarily
permitted in utility and design patent applications, unless photographs are the only
practicable medium for illustrating the claimed invention. If the subject matter of
the application admits of illustration by a drawing, the examiner may require a
drawing in place of the photograph.

The current application requires a drawing for figures 1-26 or that
the photographs must be of sufficient quality so that all details in the
photographs are reproducible in the printed patent. See 37 CFR 1.84(b)(1).

The drawings are objected to because:

e The reference numerals on Figs. 3-6 are blurry and hard to see.
Reference characters (numerals are preferred), sheet numbers, and
view numbers must be plain and legible. All drawings must be made
by a process which will give them satisfactory reproduction
characteristics. Every line, number, and letter must be durable, clean,
black (except for color drawings), sufficiently dense and dark, and
uniformly thick and well-defined. The weight of all lines and letters
must be heavy enough to permit adequate reproduction. This
requirement applies to all lines however fing, to shading, and to lines
representing cut surfaces in sectional views. Lines and strokes of
different thicknesses may be used in the same drawing where different
thicknesses have a different meaning.

e The details in Figs. 1-26 are blurry and hard to see.
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¢ Numbers, letters, and reference characters must measure at least .32
cm. (1/8 inch) in height. They should not be placed in the drawing so
as to interfere with its comprehension. Therefore, they should not
cross or mingle with the lines. They should not be placed upon hatched
or shaded surfaces. When necessary, such as indicating a surface or
cross section, a reference character may be underlined and a blank
space may be left in the hatching or shading where the character
occurs so that it appears distinct.

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the cell of
claim 6 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new

matter should be entered.

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5)
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the
description:

e "212"[pg. 11 line 8, pg. 12 line 10].

e "112" (Figs. 20, 23, and 24).

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as
“amended.” If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may
be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing
sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top
margin as either "Replacement Sheet” or "New Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR
1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance.
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Specification

The use of the terms beginning on page 8 lines 21-33, which include trade
names or marks used in commerce, have been noted in this application. The terms
should be accompanied by the generic terminology; furthermore the terms should
be capitalized wherever it appears or, where appropriate, include a proper symbol
indicating use in commerce such as ™, SM, or ® following the terms.

Although the use of trade names and marks used in commerce (i.e.,
trademarks, service marks, certification marks, and collective marks) are
permissible in patent applications, the proprietary nature of the marks should be
respected and every effort made to prevent their use in any manner which might
adversely affect their validity as commercial marks.

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Terms
found on page 8 lines 21-33 should be followed by a proper symbol used in
commerce. For example TRANSBOND™, 3M™,

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Objections
Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: Line 2 reads
"first bracket pad first perimeter". However, the second frame surrounds the
"second bracket pad second perimeter" as set forth in claim 8, the claim should be
adjusted to read all "first" or all "second" features. Appropriate correction is

required.
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