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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
 

    SERIAL NO:           77/946002
 
    MARK: WHO DAT CAT   
 

 
        

*77946002*
    CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS:
          S&CO ENTERPRISES, LLC     
          S&CO ENTERPRISES, LLC     
          312 DODGE AVE
          NEW ORLEANS, LA 70121-3310          
           

 
RESPOND TO THIS ACTION:
http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm
 
GENERAL TRADEMARK INFORMATION:
http://www.uspto.gov/main/trademarks.htm
 

 
    APPLICANT:           S&CO Enterprises, LLC         
 

 
 

    CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET NO :  
          N/A        
    CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
           thecreolecat@aol.com

 

 
 

OFFICE ACTION
 
TO AVOID ABANDONMENT, THE OFFICE MUST RECEIVE A PROPER RESPONSE TO THIS OFFICE ACTION WITHIN 6 MONTHS
OF THE ISSUE/MAILING DATE.
 
ISSUE/MAILING DATE: 3/15/2010
 
The referenced application has been reviewed by the assigned trademark examining attorney.  Applicant must respond timely and completely to
the issue(s) below.  15 U.S.C. §1062(b); 37 C.F.R. §§2.62, 2.65(a); TMEP §§711, 718.03.
 
SEARCH RESULT
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The trademark examining attorney has searched the Office’s database of registered and pending marks and has found no conflicting marks that
would bar registration under Trademark Act Section 2(d).  TMEP §704.02; see 15 U.S.C. §1052(d).
 
FALSE CONNECTION
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark consists of or includes matter which may falsely suggest a connection with the New
Orleans Saints.  WHO DAT is associated with the New Orleans Saints.  See attachments.  Although the New Orleans Saints is not connected
with the goods and/or services provided by applicant under the applied-for mark, the New Orleans Saints is so famous that consumers would
presume a connection.  Trademark Act Section 2(a), 15 U.S.C. §1052(a); see TMEP §§1203.03, 1203.03(e).  See generally Univ. of Notre Dame
du Lac v. J.C. Gourmet Food Imps. Co., 703 F.2d 1372, 217 USPQ 505 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In re Nuclear Research Corp., 16 USPQ2d 1316
(TTAB 1990); Univ. of Ala. v. BAMA-Werke Curt Baumann, 231 USPQ 408 (TTAB 1986); In re Cotter & Co., 228 USPQ 202 (TTAB 1985);
Buffett v. Chi-Chi’s, Inc. , 226 USPQ 428 (TTAB 1985). 
 
The following is required for a showing of false connection under Trademark Act Section 2(a):
 

(1)  The mark sought to be registered is the same as, or a close approximation of, the name or identity previously used by another person
or institution;

 
(2)  The mark would be recognized as such, in that it points uniquely and unmistakably to that person or institution;

 
(3)  The person or institution identified in the mark is not connected with the goods sold or services performed by applicant under the

mark; and
 

(4)  The fame or reputation of the named person or institution is of such a nature that a connection with such person or institution would
be presumed when applicant’s mark is used on its goods and/or services.

 
In re Peter S. Herrick, P.A., 91 USPQ2d 1505, 1507 (TTAB 2009); In re MC MC S.r.l., 88 USPQ2d 1378, 1379 (TTAB 2008); TMEP
§1203.03(e); see also Univ. of Notre Dame du Lac v. J.C. Gourmet Food Imps. Co., 703 F.2d 1372, 1375-77, 217 USPQ 505, 508-10 (Fed. Cir.
1983) (providing foundational principles for the current four-part test used to determine the existence of a false connection).
 
The fact that applicant did not intend to adopt the name of, or trade upon the goodwill of, the named person or institution does not obviate a false
connection refusal.  Trademark Act Section 2(a) does not require such intent.  TMEP §1203.03(e); see, e.g., S & L Acquisition Co. v. Helene
Arpels, Inc., 9 USPQ2d 1221 (TTAB 1987); Consol. Natural Gas v. CNG Fuel Sys., Ltd., 228 USPQ 752 (TTAB 1985).  However, evidence of
such intent is highly probative that the public will make the intended false connection.  Univ. of Notre Dame du Lac v. J.C. Gourmet Food Imps.
Co., 703 F.2d 1372, 217 USPQ 505 (Fed. Cir. 1983); TMEP §1203.03(e).
 
The trademark examining attorney refers to the excerpted materials from the GOOGLE® search engine which demonstrate that WHO DAT is a
famous saying that refers to and is associated with the New Orleans Saints, which is especially relevant after the Saints won the recent Super
Bowl.  The applicant’s specimen shows that the applicant’s goods feature references to the New Orleans Saints and their Super Bowl win.  
Consumers are likely to believe that the goods are connected with the New Orleans Saints, which it does not appear to be.
 
INFORMALITIES
 
Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusal(s) by submitting evidence and arguments in
support of registration. 
 
The applicant must respond to the requirement(s) set forth below.
 
DISCLAIMER REQUIRED
 
Applicant must insert a disclaimer of CAT in the application because it merely describes the goods, namely, that the art pictures, prints, and
canvas feature a cat character.  See 15 U.S.C. §1056(a); TMEP §§1213, 1213.03(a).  Please see the attached definition.
 
The Office can require an applicant to disclaim an unregistrable part of a mark consisting of particular wording, symbols, numbers, design
elements or combinations thereof.  15 U.S.C. §1056(a).  Under Trademark Act Section 2(e), the Office can refuse registration of an entire mark
if the entire mark is merely descriptive, deceptively misdescriptive, or primarily geographically descriptive of the goods.  15 U.S.C. §1052(e). 
Thus, the Office may require an applicant to disclaim a portion of a mark that, when used in connection with the goods or services, is merely
descriptive, deceptively misdescriptive, primarily geographically descriptive, or otherwise unregistrable (e.g., generic).  See TMEP §§1213,
1213.03. 
 
Failure to comply with a disclaimer requirement can result in a refusal to register the entire mark.  TMEP §1213.01(b).



 
A “disclaimer” is a statement that applicant does not claim exclusive rights to an unregistrable component of a mark.   TMEP §1213.  A
disclaimer does not affect the appearance of the applied-for mark.  See TMEP §1213.10. 
 
A disclaimer does not physically remove the disclaimed matter from the mark, but rather is a written statement that applicant does not claim
exclusive rights to the disclaimed wording and/or design separate and apart from the mark as shown in the drawing.  TMEP §§1213, 1213.10.
 
The following is the accepted standard format for a disclaimer:
 

No claim is made to the exclusive right to use “CAT” apart from the mark as shown.
 
TMEP §1213.08(a)(i).
 
RESPONSE GUIDELINES
 
In the response, applicant should address each refusal and/or requirement raised in the Office action.  If a refusal has issued, applicant may wish
to argue against the refusal, i.e., submit arguments and/or evidence as to why the refusal should be withdrawn and why the mark should register. 
To respond to requirements, applicant should simply set forth in writing the required changes or statements and request that the Office enter
them into the application record. 
 
The response must be signed by applicant or someone with legal authority to bind applicant (i.e., a corporate officer of a corporate applicant, the
equivalent of an officer for unincorporated organizations or limited liability company applicants, a general partner of a partnership applicant,
each applicant for applications with multiple individual applicants, etc.).  37 C.F.R. §2.62(b); TMEP §§712 et seq.  The signer must personally
sign and date the response or manually enter their electronic signature in the signature block.  37 C.F.R. §2.193(a)(1)-(2); TMEP §605.02.
 
Applicant may wish to hire an attorney to assist in prosecuting this application because of the legal technicalities involved.  The Office, however,
cannot aid in the selection of an attorney.  37 C.F.R. §2.11.  Applicant may wish to consult a local telephone directory for a listing of attorneys
specializing in trademark or intellectual property law, or seek guidance from a local bar association attorney-referral service.
 
TEAS PLUS APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY OR SUBMIT FEE:  Applicants who filed their application
online using the reduced-fee TEAS Plus application must continue to submit certain documents online using TEAS, including responses to
Office actions.  For a complete list of these documents, see TMEP §819.02(b).  In addition, such applicants must accept correspondence from the
Office via e-mail throughout the examination process and must maintain a valid e-mail address.  37 C.F.R. §2.23(a)(2); TMEP §§819, 819.02(a). 
TEAS Plus applicants who do not meet these requirements must submit an additional fee of $50 per international class of goods and/or services. 
37 C.F.R. §2.6(a)(1)(iv); TMEP §819.04.  Responding by telephone to authorize an examiner’s amendment will not incur this additional fee.
 
 
 

/Alex Seong Keam/
Attorney
Law Office 114
Phone: 571-272-9176
Fax for Responses: 571-273-9114
 

 
RESPOND TO THIS ACTION: Applicant should file a response to this Office action online using the form at
http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm, waiting 48-72 hours if applicant received notification of the Office action via e-mail.  For
technical assistance with the form, please e-mail TEAS@uspto.gov.  For questions about the Office action itself, please contact the assigned
examining attorney.  Do not respond to this Office action by e-mail; the USPTO does not accept e-mailed responses.
 
If responding by paper mail, please include the following information: the application serial number, the mark, the filing date and the name,
title/position, telephone number and e-mail address of the person signing the response.  Please use the following address: Commissioner for
Trademarks, P.O. Box 1451, Alexandria, VA 22313-1451.
 
STATUS CHECK: Check the status of the application at least once every six months from the initial filing date using the USPTO Trademark
Applications and Registrations Retrieval (TARR) online system at http://tarr.uspto.gov.  When conducting an online status check, print and
maintain a copy of the complete TARR screen.  If the status of your application has not changed for more than six months, please contact the
assigned examining attorney.
 
 
 

http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm
mailto:TEAS@uspto.gov
http://tarr.uspto.gov/
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   From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

W IKIPEDIA. This articie is about the spectator chant, M? For other uses, seeThe i‘h’i.‘ EMT 1'0 mi}: .
'i p M? is a chant ofteam support, used especially by fans ofthe New Orleans Saints. an American football team. The entire chant is:' t' . ..

nawga Ion M?msay dey gonna beat dem Salnts?- Main page . .
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I Recent changes Origins [edit]I ContactWikipedia

' 000319 10 WlklpEdla The chant of originated in minstrel shows and vaudeville acts ofthe late 1000s and early 19003 and was taken up byjazz and
' help big band performers in the 1920s and 30s.

WWW}? __ The first reference to can be found in the 19th Century in the poetry of Paul Laurence Dunbar, first in his poem "When Malindy
I IWhat links here Sings" and later in his lyrics to the song Say Chicken in dis Crowd," a featured song in BE. Rice's "Summer Nights," in a show

' Ralate'j Changes called Giorihdy: The Origin of the Cake Wai'k by Will Marion Cook.[1ll2ll3l A common tag line in the days ofNegro minstrel shows was:

' :plfladlfile .-. ?" answered by say ?" Many different blackfaced gags played offthat opening. Vaudeville performer Mantan
I

' Pgfifalablgjgfssmn Moreland was known forthe routinelal Another example is "Swing Wedding," a 1930s Harman-lsing cartoon musical, which caricatured
I Permanentlmk Fats Waller, Cab Calloway, Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Ethel Waters, and the Mills Brothers as frogs in a swamp performing minstrel show
_ Citethis page jokes andjazz tunes. The frogs repeatedly used the phrase

In the swing era, chants back and forth between the band and the band leader or between the audience and the band were
extemporaneous. That is, there was no one specific set ofwords except forthe two magic ones.

lyrics from 193?:
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Iup there who's dat down there
_up there _well down there
Who's dat up there, sayin' who's dat down there
When I see you up there well wliu's dal down [here

-inside who's dat outside
Who's dat inside _well outside
Who's dat inside, singin' who's dat outside
When I see up there well who's dat outthere
Button up your lip there big boy
Stop answerin' back
Give you a tip there big boy
Announce yourselfjack

_up there who's dat down there
_up there well down there
Who's dat up there, singin' who's dat down there
When I see you up there you burn
Well who's dat down there

Staged minstrel skits featured frightened African-American characters saying when they encountered a ghost, or someone
imitating a ghost. Then, the say skit would play itself out. This skit was done frequently in short reels from
the 1930s to 19503 and in some early TV shows too. Even the lvlarx Brothers had a routine, which they included in theirfilm A

Day at the Races.[3] Often, a ghost was called a MGM's now-banned animated character Bosko once had such an encounter in
a 1938 toon called "Lil Ol Bosko in Bagdad".

became a familiarjoke with soldiers during World War II.

Back in WWII, US fighter squadron pilots would often fly under radio silence. Elutthings get lonely up there in the cockpit, so after a while

there'd be a crackle ofstatic as someone keyed his mike. Then a disembodied voice would reply, An answerwould come,
I sayI?" And another,"_say_ say_?” Alter a few rounds ofthis, the squadron commanderwould grab his
microphone and yell, "Cut it out, you guys!" Afew moments ofsilence. Then... "_?"['“fE “755 Wm]

Origins ofthe "_?" chant [edit]

became part ofa chant forfans cheering on theirfavorite team. It has been debated exactly where it started, but some claim it
began with Southern University fans either in the late 1950s or early 19TBs and went "_talkin' 'bout beatin' dem Jags" — Southern

University being nicknamed the Jaguars.[41 Another claim is that around the same time it began at St. Augustine High School, a historically
African-American all-boys Catholic high school in New Orleans, and then spread to the New Orleans Public Schools. Another claim is that

the cheer originated at Patterson High School in Patterson, Louisiana [home ofSaints' running back Dalton Hilliard).[3] In the late 19?Ds fans
at Alcorn State University and Louisiana State University picked up on the cheer.[5] By 1983, the New Orleans Saints organization officially
adopted it during the tenure of coach Burn Phillips, and Aaron Neville (along with local musicians Sal and Steve lvlonistere and Carlo
Nuccio) recorded a version of "When the Saints Go lvlarching In" that incorporated the chant (performed by a group ofSai'ms players) that
became a major local hit, due in part to the support of sportscaster Pon Swoboda and the fact that Saint's fans had been using the chant

already.[3] Meanwhile, in about 1981 Cincinnati Bengals fans and players had started with their similar "Who Dey" cheerlsl 
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"_?" spin-off chants [edit]

Afterthe Saints won the NFC Championship Game on January 24, 2010, against the Minnesota Vikings in the Superdome, fans from all

across New Orleans, including fans who were exiting the game, started a Mardi Gras-style on Bourbon Street with modified
lyrics, chanting, min the Super Bowl!" in reference to the Saints advancing to the Super Bowl forthe first time

ever in their 43-year historymlal In Super Bowl XLIV, on February 2', 2010, the Saints beat the Indianapolis Colts 31-1?

_Nation [edit]

In recent years the phrase Nation" has become a popularterm forthe community ofSaints fanslgllmlllll According to Bobby
Hebert, formerly a Saints quarterback and currently a sports commentator in New Orleans, the term Nation" originated after a
highly anticipated 2005 game between the Saints and the favored Dallas Cowboys, which the Saints vvon; afterthe game, listeners from a
wide geographic range called in to Hebert's radio show on WI. (AM). and Hebert commented. "lvlan. there's a whole_Nation out
there."l12l

Ownership controversy [edit]

In January 2010, the NFL sent cease and desist letters to several Louisiana t-shii‘t shop owners ordering them to cease producing t-shiits

bearing the phrase According to some recipients ofthese letters, the NFL was claiming to own the trademark to the term
and that unlicensed t-shirts bearing the phrase would cause confusion among fans ofthe Saint's about the official status ofthe

merchandiselfil The lvlonisteres, through their company WhoDat inc, also released a statement claiming rights to the phrase, which they
registered in 1983 after recording the version of "When the Saints Go Marching In" that incorporated the chantIHl The lvlonistere's record is
listed as inactive, meaning that it was not renewed upon expiration. The Saints organization, through their company The New Orieans

Louisiana Saint's Limited Partnership, also registered the mark in 1900 when used in conjunction with "fleur—de-Iis design",l15I
but laterthe Saints released their claim of ownership to WhoDat, inc, asserting that they owned the phraselm
The NFI 's action also provoked responses from I] S Senator l'lavir'l Vitter and Congressman Charlie Melannon ofl oIIisiana, among others
Vitter sent a formal letter to NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell criticizing the NFL's attempt to claim ownership ofthe chant, informing

ISoodell he would be printing t-shirts using the phrase, and daring the NFLto sue himlfll It was later reported that the NFL had responded
to Vitter's letter, stating that it was only seeking to prevent unauthorized usesof togetherwith other identifying marks ofthe
Saintsllalllgl

Louisiana Attorney General Buddy Caldwell called the NFL and had a conversation about the ownership ofthe slogan and ofthe
fleur—de-Iis. Caldwell said the bottom line from the legal back-and-forth with the league is that the NFL "is conceding it has no exclusive

rights to the fleur—de-lis and no exclusive rights to and offshoots of_,' and no exclusive rights to the colors black and
gold." Caldwell said his office was drafting a document to be signed by the state and the NFL outlining what is and is not allowablelml

On March 11, 2010, the Monisteres' company, m? Inc., filed suit in federal court against the Saints, NFL Properties, and the state of

Louisiana, alleging improper interference with their business interestslmllzzl

Recorded versions [edit]

I m? - JV (Jimmie Vestal) Two different versions recorded_ _Finnr‘ m...; n .—.:....:...
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- _2oos — Ghost at Elirdfinger
I Are You A-C? - lvlike Grothues
I Dat Jazz - Olympia Brass Eland
I A— Christmas -_Children's Choir

I Who Let the Dogs Out in remix) - Elaha lvleniClear Channel New Orleans
I — is coming out- Keith Reagan
I _Fever - Weathered

A lhe-Roll - Williams Hlleyml
- Black and Gold (—29?)— K. Gates
I —? - Young Jeezy

- _? Tom Tom Club

In hip hop [edit]

is the name ofthe 8th single off of The Recession by Young Jeezy. They sayfl?

Avariation ofthe chant was also used in the Lil'Wayne (New Orleans rapper) single "A Milli". _saytheygcn beat Lil'
Wayne?

JT Money has a 1999 single called The song was a hit, but was likely not intended to have any relation to the saints or
Vaudeville.

is also used in the song "Holla Back" by New Orleans-based rapperJuvenile: "They want a pimp to give them some money, but I
don‘t do that. Elut baby I'm a Saint; fan that's why I say

In 2009, New Orleans based artist K. Gates recorded "Black and Gold based on Ying Yang Twins' "Halftime (Get Crunkl”.

In 2009, New Orleans rapper Elirdman chants a in the Single Wasted(Remix] by Gucci lvlane featuring Elirdman, Jadakiss and
Lil Wayne.

In 2010, Action Afterdarkl, New Orleans own, released "Balms Datlll", an ode to the heart ofthe city.
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cheer that was taken from a song celebrating the hiring of head coach
Bum Phillips in 1981. AlsoJ a Saint's fan.

This term has been morphed into I.-'-.Il' ' by fans of the Cincinnatti
    

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

  
  
  

 

  
  

  
  

Who Banger
who be dat
Who be my daddy?
Who be who
Who Bitch?
who boppin
who cares
author who cares
who cares lunch
author who cares?
Who da
Who Da Man
Who da thunk it

Who'da wo?
who dares wins

Bengals.

The pope: "We just drafted Reggie Bush!”

Moses: "M!”

98 LipJ 23 down ‘_ but: and mag nets
  A long time ago, people used to be embarrased when they had tickets to

a sfififléun football team) game. They would put paper bags over their

head be the honestly, were not very good players (besides
Archie Manning).

 
 

NowJ please understand, the Cajuns in Louisiana,(desendants from
 

Who Clay 3‘ U 553' French, Spanish, and German colonists+Natiye americans in the area),Who Dem Iz , , .

who day had very thick accents.Sometimes, and I mean most older Cajuns have
Who did it and ran this accent, pronounce "this" as "dis" or "that" as "dat".

WED Sled So the people would point at the fans paper bags and ask, "M?"w o is

who Dis 33 Like? There is also a singer that wrote a song with these words as lyrics awhn I'lic?

 
while back. In late 2009. a man by the name of Cracka Trax Ft. Dat Boi

Edit -'

Get Nexus One

Gongle
ReplayI 

NEXUS ONE

 

_ chat l:Il D g I
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who dis? while back. In late 2009, a man by the name of Craoka Trax Ft. Dat Boi

Who do Pantha sings the song "who Dat Say Dey Gonna Beat Dem m (Put
who do I have to blow I H
who do I look like The Hurt On Em) .He on the other hand was a Mfan be of how
Kreskin? they played that season.They eventually went to the Super Bowl of
Who do you claim?
who do you think i are
who do you think youare
Who Does It Look Like?
who does She think She Fan #2: "lu'lu’el'l'J I'm predo'y sno Brett Farues o'i'o‘J but took wna dat
is the queen o... got em."
who does that
Who does that?

2010...Wail...We'le all uauglIL up IIUWlI llupe dey willlll

' Fan #I: “who dat say o'ey gonna beat o'em

  
who doesn't play the 'SF'I'IEDCE-skin flute?

Who Don - 00th:"HAHAHAAAAANAAAAAAAAHRH”who done It
who done it and ran

 
  

 
  

|:whoIE 

 
 

 

3. 44 um 16 down é_

Who is that? oko...o cultural thong...nonc of the NFL's Friggin' business!

who flat say den gonna beat o‘em M? Who flat-'2‘

m new orlea n
by riE-E.: a |-::a I-::Ir'g.r|::ti

A.
33331:! inc InstituteEs Hum; 01' EWHHJJQWJS

www.30nati.com

4. Who Dat 3 thumbs up é_
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"n" became famous as part of a chant for Fans cheering on the
New Orleans m("H say dey gonna beat dem m0. As a
result fans have been dubbed "Who Dats."  

It has been debated exactly where it started, but some claim it began
with Southern University fans either in the late 19605 or early 19?Us and

went "n say dey gonna beat dem Jags" - Southern University
being nicknamed the Jaguars.

Another claim is that around the same time it began at St. Augustine
High School, a historically African-American all boys Catholic high school
in New Orleans, and then spread to the New Orleans Public Schools.

Another claim is that the cheer originated at Patterson High School in

 PattersonJ Louisiana (home of running back Dalton Hilliard).

 By 1983, the New Orleans ' . organization officially adopted it
during the tenure of coach Bum Phillips, and Aaron Neville (along with
local musicians Sal and Steve Monistere and ICarlo Nuccio) recorded a

version of "When the W Go Marching In" that incorporated the
chant (performed by a group of players) that became a major
local hit, due in part to the support of sportscaster Ron Swoboda and the

fact thathans had been using the chant already.

“nsav o'er Gonna beat o'em m!“

 53 up. 139 down 6 w

Shortened form of "Who is that"

Someone just popped‘ a cap in my ass:I “I?

 by anonymous May 14, 2003 : - '

6- _ 46 up, 16? down ‘_
 "3 -. mugs, tshirts and magnets
originally used by African American men between the age of lo-ljU, this

phrase is now used by caucasians of the same age group.

-Ol'ten used to question the identity of a person.
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(on tei'eohone)
Person .4: i-i'e},r Z'an'ihoJ what's up?

Zambo:_?

by m Dec 1.2004 share this.

_ 149 up, 51? down ‘_
:1 Fl El I'I'I a I; I'I

A term New Orleans mfans use that was stolen from the Cincinnati
chant and changed slightly by unoriginal and lame

fans.

A short history of the 2 chants:

19305:_used in cartoons completely unfootball related.
1981: Bengals fans create "."l."l'|I:I chant during Super Bowl season.

1982: LSU starts_chant in imitation of the Bengals chant.
1983: m steal — chant from LSU.

.t. .élnyhodyr that ciain'is the used_”before the Bengais
used "who day" is ignorant.

2. who Day > —
3. Sengai’s 3- m
4. The mshoui’d create their own ohant instead of steai'ing another
teams.

:' Sep 2?, 2006

EXCLUSIVE
ENDS SUNDAY . _ _ Him; m Lia's

'\ add '-.-'ia rss add urban dictionary efinitil: 5 follow urbandailya or google calendar on facebook ur phone _ on .er
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by Katie Moore r Eyewitness News
'Mm NJ Posted on January 2?, 2o1 o 541105? PM
u Updated Thursday; Jan 28 513:0? PM

K R: .-
5‘ NEW ORLEANS — As the Smnts' Related;

'mi appearance in theirfirst Super Bowl , Rewindioflgmalggfls

.gets closer, thenmarketplace is being Who Dats with Aaron5 - flooded with ____'J ' NEVHIE

 

 
 

classesu SA'"
rrrerrrurabilia as businesses are . Vifier Melanwn Sean

looking to cash in on the euphoria, Pai’ton weigh in on-but the NFL is cracking down on the 'CflmmVersi’
use of theirtrademarks, including the
iconic phrase "_."

Elut who really owns "_"? Does anyone? Who isa
What isaWho owns the phrase, "n?"

They're all gcestions Fleurty Girl t—shirt shop owner Lauren Thom is being
forced to answer.

"The NFL Is not a company that I want to rockthe boat with, but I definitely
want to look into it furtherto see what my rights are," Thom said.

TWO WEEKS ago. Thom got a cease and UESISt orderfrom the NFL.

"They're me not to print anymflre ShirtS and tCl get Clt the
inventorytha l have because it says the words 'n' and it has a
gold fleur de is on the shirt," she said.

But Thom's t—shirt isn't the only one the NFL has a problem with. Storyville
t—shirt shop a so got a cease and desist orderfor two of theirt—shirts.

"I really thoucht the '_' was something that belonged to the people
more than to he orto the NFL or anything else," said Storyville co—
owner Josh Harvey.

  
According to FL spokesman Dan Masonson, "Any unauthorized use of
the same colors and other [marks] designed to create the illusion of an
affiliation with the is equally a violation of the trademark
rights because it allows a third partyto 'free ride' by profiting from

confusion of the team's fans, who want to show support for the ."

Loyola Law School intellectual property professor Ray Arieau}: said the
ownership of 'n' may be a gray area.

"Is there some unfairtrade__takihg place because maybe the public does
associate that with the S‘aifité'? The question is what does the public
associate with '_,'" Arieaux asked.

And the NFL isn't the only company claiming ownership of the phrase.

Sal and Steve Monistere recorded a version of "When the Go
Marching In" in the early eighties and incorporated the "_" chant
into it. Aaron Neville recorded it, and performed with our own Eric Paulsen
in an early 'BD's video version.
Fler'ar Ise the snnn helherl create the inririeshreari rise of the
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Because the song helped create the widespread use ofthe
chant. the Monisteres and their company,_. inc.. say they own

"if they really DlO own it, what they want lIO OO lSI WE'll come But together
and have a shirtthat says 'Defend_.' Because it started by the
fans and its forthe fans," Them said.

Some say "u" came from an 1090's jazz song, but when it comes to
modern-day ownership of "_," Arieaux said the more sources of it,
the less likely it is that anyone owns it, and ownership all depends on what
people think of when they see or hear "_."

"Do they think about fans supporting or do they think about, oh, it's
something really from the Saints and the NFL? And I don't Know the
answer to that," Arieaux said.

Sharethis article: IE n' t: Print El-

Next article
Bid for La. 1 stimulus unsuccessful

To add a comment, please register or login.

robeccer said on January 212010 at11:48 PM

lfind it ironic and bullyish that the NFL is trying to make claim to a
phrase that has been used in New Orleans for decades only now
since the Saints are headed to the Superbowl.

dferrara62259015 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2202 AM

The NFL is attacking local New Orleans merchants for selling
merchandise with a ‘fleur de lis', the words orthe colors
'black 3; gold'- all ofthese belong to the citizens ofNew Orleans not
the NFL- shame on the NFLfortrying to profit from a city and their
people in recovery from Hurricane Katrina - really bad public relations
moye forthe NFL. you may want to send your comments to the
commissioner: Roger.Goodell2@nfl.net

amrman said on January 28. 2010 at12115 AM
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agwnan said on January 23, 2o1 o at12:15 AM

As I said the NFL does have a federal trademark ofa fleur de lis that

was registered in 2005. However, Ithink the real problem occurs with
the NFL's enforcement. The NFL is enforcing theirtrademarks too
broadly because I fail to see howthe NFL can have a right to every
fleur de lis - - this has been around for years. Also where is the
injunction granting the NFLthe powerto take away these goods?
Good question, ifyou are caught in this situation, obviously you will
not want to go tojail, but ask the NFL mobsters to see the injunction
and then it will be interesting to see what they give you and howthey
obtained this injunction. I really see this as a violation ofyour due
process as they are not giving you an opportunity to prove that you
are not infringing the NFL's trademarks. Ifthis were to go before a
federaljudge l have a strong feeling that some ofthese NFL
trademarks would be very weak and diluted with little to no
protection.

merrymaryfifl said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:22 AM

SHAME ON YOU NFL!!!!!!! IF YOU THINK THE SAINTS: ARE BAD
WELL DON'T MESS WITH THE SOUTH!!! ANYWAY ADDING SOME
HUMOR. SOMEONE NEEDS TO FIND BOUDREAUX AND
THIBODEAUX. I THINK THEY PROBABLY HAVE THE ANSWER TO
THIS OUESTION. REMEMBER WHEN THIBODEAUX WENT TO
VISIT BOUD AUX. BOUDREAUX STANDS AT THE DOOR AND

". SO YA SEE - NOW GO ARGUE THE POINT
WITH DEMllll THEY WILL PUT AN END TO IT ALL! NOW DATS DA
N OF IT ALL!!!!

 

mermaryss said on January 23, 2o1 o at12132 AM

THIS MAY BE OF INTEREST TO THE "NFL". IF I WERE YOU I
WOULD BACK Ul'l' ANLJ LEAVI: || ALONE. READ IHIS - BU!
RESEARCH IT BECAUSE IT GOES MUCH FURTHER BACK THAN

THIS. [edit] Symbol of Scouting Main article: Fleur-de-lis in Scouting
The World Scout EmblemThe fleur—de-Iis is the main element in the

logo ofmost Scouting organizations, representing a majortheme in
Scouting: the outdoors and wilderness. The World Scout Emblem of
the World Organization ofthe Scout Movement, has elements of
which are used by most national Scout organizations. The symbol
was chosen by Robert Baden-Powell as it had been the arm-badge of
those soldiers qualified as "Scouts" (reconnaissance specialists)
when he served in the British Army. The classical description ofthis
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shape in Scouting literature connects the compass rose with the
purpose of Scouting's principles—namely that Scouting gives one's
life direction.

ogsnoclaf said on January 23, 2o1 o at 1 2:3? AM

I'm cenainly no legal expen but, obviously. the fleur de Iis is older
than dirt ..... ..OK, olderthan the NFL. Do they havejurisdiction over
the fleur de lis in France, on the Acadian flag, etc. ????? The fleur de
lis was NOT created for an NFL team (as, for example, the Patriots
symbolflogo probably was). I'd say the NFL "stole", through their
N ['1 frenniee, the fleiir rte lie And the phrase "M" was: started
by the people ...... ..that'sjust the way that people in South Louisiana
talk. What if "Where y'at?" becomes associated with the
Saints..... ..do they take that away also?? Do they own "Skol" forthe
Vikings? I don‘t like this at all. My father-in-law has said for years
that there are instances where the fans need representation. I say
start a fund that fans contribute to in orderto pay to defend the fans
against NFLtyranny. NFL really does stand forthe "No Fun League".

phoddo said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:38 AM

 'belongs to thePlain and simple -
NATION".

kstarr1 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:45 AM

The corporate heads ofthe NFL are a bunch of greedy S.O.El.s All of
this is a money grab to get their paws into every fabric of every
culture in America and make it marketable forthe profit ofthe NFL.
This is what professional sports has become.

merrymaryss said on January 23, 2o1 o at 1 2:51 AM

The Acadiana[k] region and various cities in southern Louisiana, such
as Lafayette, New Orleans and Baton Rouge, also use the fleur—de-
lis. On 9 July 2008, Louisiana governor Bobby Jindal signed a bill intolaw malrirm the flnIILHnJic :m nfi'mial cwmlnnl nfthn clot-:01]
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law making the fleur—de-lis an official symbol ofthe state.[21]
Following Hurricane Katrina. the fleur—de-lis has been widely used in
New Orleans as a symbol of grassroots support for New Orleans'
recoyery.[22] So reading this why didn‘t the NFL attack Bobbie Jindal
on July 9, 200B. HUMMM UMMM bet it has something to do with the
Saints and the SUPER BOWL. PROFI . LET US
ENJOY OUR VICTORY WITHOUT INTEBRUPTIONS PLEASEllllll

hhflh30?1598 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 225? AM

Ok I am not very good about this...but as I look nowthis is not the
only case ofinfringement,,,l think ifthe NFL wants to bull and tackle
the third party interests than they should stan ofthe biggest and
work down the ladder so that their reputation is absolute ,,,,, ,, BLESS
YOU BOYS seems to me to be somehow related to the

CHURCH,,,,,,wou|d like the NFLto go TACKLE the CHURCH as a
third party and see what its reputation stands up to the light of
day,,,,Corporate jerks Leave the happy applause to the one's that
have been so dedicated for all these many years ,,,Locally, a
response on the local TV said that the chant came from a
High School parent cheering his son's team whoo then came to the
Dome to play,,,,and it was supported by a newspaper clipping, ofthe
time... Now ,,,,stirthe pot,,,,and watch Morris Bart come out on a
class action. Sorry Mr. Bart but you do indeed have a place in the
folk lore

 

hhoh30?1598 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :1 9 AM

| add this comment,,,,,,Having read the other comments | see much
more wisdom in theirwords and thoughts..,,l want to see this case of
misunderstanding settled peacefully and happily like into all proceeds
going to a charity,,,,it belongs to the people that support the
Saints,,,so-----forthe people it must benefit,,,,,eyeryone contriubutes
nobody profits ,for instance,,,the current charity programs the
different players sponsor into the community,,,The NFL so strong and
mighty sliuuld Llu matching numbers in Llunaliuri [U the
charities,,,,,Step up NFL with a positiye endorsement that the NFL
position is.: Associated third party input is permitted with agreement
that contributions are donated. with intent to be forwarded into

community charitable programs. Hence No determent to the NFL all
input to be inline and artistically complimentary to overall scheme of
true sportsmanship and team spirit. Everyone,,,,get this resolved, do
not sleep on this, Miami?tictoc

mnnnanu rw-iirvl nn Inniinvu "JO ".Ifi'i H n} '1 an RM
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meneaux said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :30 AM

o BTW Southern University Baton Rouge Used say they
gonna beat dem Jags," years before the Saints came to New
Orleans. I do not hear anyone at Southern asking the saintsto stop
using their IP. lfanything the Saints owe SU millions in royalities.
NFL has opened up a can ofworms that might PO one oftheir
strongest markets. They and the saints better stop while they stillcan

homesickernu said on January 23, 2010 at T:1 1' AM

GREED

macmret said on January 23, 2010 at T245 AM

Unauthorized use of any "Marks" so whats next they going to claim
the Fluer de Us is thiers and we have to get rid ofthat to. Go to hell
NFL. ifyou are so worried about things that you claim are important
to the NFLthen where were you when Katrina hit ................. ..

laycofl? said on January 28, 2010 at T43 AM

Did the NFL cash in oI' stop people from selling the "Clta Citing" t-
shirts? Wasn‘t that term used in the Wendy's commerical.

sairrtsjanfl? said on January 23, 2010 at 0:10 AM

l have lived here all my life and the fleur de lis not only represents the
Saints, but it represents the city of New Orleans. It has been very
apparent that since Katrina the fleur de lis symbol has become more
popularthan ever. All things fleur de lis have been flying otfthe
shelves since the storm. It gives people comfort as they use these
items to decorate with and makes them feel that somehowthey have
a part in the rebuilding ofthe city that has been through so much in
the last few veers lr'lnn‘t think that the NFI nr anyone else fnrthat
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the last few years. I don‘t think that the NFL or anyone else for that
matter should be able to come in here and make claims to the

symbol or any phrases that are attached to it ( and right nowthe
phrases are being created at an alarming rate) I think that the fact
that they have waited till now when the Saints have made it to the
Superbowl makes it apparent that Greed it the only eJtcuse forthese
actions. For Now I think that l have bought my last NFL approved
item. This could save me a fortunell

melele Send on January 23.2U1U at 523': RM

Every single person in the state oflouisiana needs to hurry up and
buy a shirt willlu even if yuu have lu make it yuurself. The
NFL can‘t arrest everybody. The Fleur de lis does not belong to the
NFL or anyone. OK NFL ifyou research it, we can come after you for
violating our rights. Bring it on. We are the people of Louisiana and
proud of it. South - | NFL- D. Ifthe Saints can go to the Super Bowl
we are not afraid ofthe NFL

mdsczflflg said on January 28, 2010 at 8243 AM

The NEw ORLEANS SAINTS own m, thats who owns it.
Does anyone go up North and hear people talk, “would
never be a part oftheirvocabulary. It is PATHETIC that the NFL now
wants to try and takemaways from the fansI players,
coaches, etc... | find it funny though nowthat the Saints are having
a season the NFL wants to rights to To Bob DelGiorno,
no they didnt want a part owahen we were the Aints so
why do they want it now. It is obviously all about the money. Good
ole Roger ISoodell should be ashamed of himself. But I am quite sure
if it was anotherteam with a saying he wouldn‘t dare do it, maybe he
is biasedjust like the guys from ESPN. The Cincinnati Bengals have
a saying, they say WHO DEY, why is he not telling them he owns
those two words. Oh wait because they didn‘t make it past one
playoff game. How ridiculous ofthe NFLto come up with such rules?
OEAUX SAINTS!!! m.m.mW DEV
GONNA BEAT DEM SAINT-Sllllllll

kilgoretroutflfi said on January 28, 2010 at 8251 AM

Oh my god I have a fleur de lis tattoo...does this mean my back is
property ofthe nfl?
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rhettswife said on January 28, 2010 at 8:56 AM

Tell the NFLto take a hike, dears. New Orleans citizens and those
that support the Saints own that phrase. Plaster it all over New
Orleans, dears. Why pick on a handful NFL, pick on all of us.

steffiee said on January 28, 2010 at 9202 AM

You can be a fan ofa football team and NOT have an abiding love or
deep fondness for a place, a culture, a people. Who Dat's loye New
Orleans or their particular region around New Orleans, they love the
food, the music, the people, the Saints. is a culturalreference more than it is an NFLfootball team reference and the NFL

should be ashamed ofthemselyes. Personally, I am more ofa
a" than a Saints fan, though the Saints are certainly in the mix.
Shame on you, NFL, shame, shame.

hege?30 said on January 28, 2010 at 9:03 AM

Where were the NFL's cease and desist orders to Schweggman's
and Winn Dixie when we were all wearing paper loags on our
heads..... Ely the same logic, those were associated with the Saints!
Our merchants need to stand tough and finish strong... the NFL is
patheticllll

dentgeti't said on January 28, 2010 at 9209 AM

Ithought that only a court oflaw could give a cease and disist order.
Looks like they arejust trying to push people around. People need to
check the copy rights to see ifthe NFL even has any forthe Saints

akirafuiisawa said on January 28, 2010 at 0:1 5 AM
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Absolutely rediculous, This is a fight the NFL does not want 1. cause
they cant win and 2. cause this is going to have an extremely
negative PR campaign against them. I hope we the city and the
people can galvanize and take back our trademarks against the
bullying ofthe NFL. They dont own mthe people do. We
should wear F the NFL shirts like the girl who wore the F the eagles
shirt. Viva la resistance!

nolawhouat sald on January 28, 2010 at 921 5 AM

Very interesting...nowthat Saints merchandise is "flying ofithe
shelves", the NFL decides they want to paitake of OUR originality.
They had no interst whatsoever before the playoffs. GREED, GREED,
GREED! Disgusting.

doodlebugSS said on January 28, 2010 at 921 8 AM

This isjust totally unbelievable. The NFL has nothing to do with the
" !" chant. Just like the Aint' bags orthe "Cha Ching", they
didnt put claims on those because the Saints werent a winning
team. Now all ofa sudden everything is changing because the Saints
are finally where they belong and I really thing that suck. It doesnt
matterthough they can‘t break the spirit or love that New Orleanians
have for their great Saints. I agree with merrymary53 find Eloudreaux
and Thibodeaux and let them take care ofthis mess. GEAUX
SAINTSIIII

Inimull'a saiu Ull January 28, 2010 at 9.1 8 AM

Well I hope the NFL realizes what it has done. U have managed to
l".O. one of your largest markets. It is so obvious why you are doing
this, because WHODAT shirts have been on the market for years and
you wait till nowto complain. I assure you that what you have done
will cause a serious drop in sales of NFL merchandise. lfor one will
not buy a sock with your logo on it, and I encourage the entire
WHODAT nation to do the same. we are the largest &most loyal
group offans in the NFL I hope you don‘t think we are going to take
this lying down. So if it's a fight you want BRING IT ON , get your
legal team together, and we theMHODAT NATION ] will meet you in
court. now who you think will prevail, Stupid Idiots. WHODAT Ill!!!
WHODAT llllllll! Say they gon beat dem fans WHODAT llllllllll!
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ihatefoothall said on January 28, 2010 at 9:21 AM

msounds ignorant anyway. I sure would not want to
promote Louisiana in that fashion, we already get a bad enough rap
for being uneducated. :(

ispeeksasiplease said on January 28, 2010 at 9:23 AM

F... the NFL! Here, they are reaching. I say keep selling the shirts
and let them bring an action and then defend it. This is overstepping
at a time when they should be rejoicing that the league is receiving
so much goodwill and positive feelings.

kavhtvdg said on January 20, 2010 at 9:25 AM

The NFL needs to go away---they do not ownmorthe Fleur
DE LIS the NFL is only doing this because the Saims are going to
the super bowl--- the last :13 years when we were a loosing team
there was no problem with this - we have supported the SAINTS all
these years--- we the people need to do a class action suite against
the NFL-- are you sure the NFL does not want the paper bags the
fans had on when they were loosing go away NFL

nanunanu said on January 28, 2010 at 9:23 AM

Tom Benson. This is being pushed by Tom Benson and the Saints. It
is being done by the NFL because Benson doesn‘t want to appearto
be the yillian. Believe me, this is a classic Tom Benson move. LET
BENSON KNOW HOW YOU FEEL. Go straight to the source ofthe
problem. TOM BENSON!

cargogirl said on January 20, 2010 at 9:31 AM
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oh give me a break, the first time in history the saints are going to
the superbowl and these idiots want to spoil the great feeling that this
is bringing us and that we need. who cares who started it P they
didnt seem to care about it any other yearthat the saints played or
people sold themshirts. someone is just trying to make a
buck claiming its theirs and ruining a great thing, ifthey want to
claim m ownership, they should have done it years ago when
it first started, not now, get over yourself and let people enjoy
themselves. thatsjust really lowto complain about it now. howtacky
can you getGEAUX SAINTS: AND“

2leggedzoo said on January 28, 2010 at 9:40 AM

The Archdiocese ofNew Orleans got a letter regatding unauthorized
use of 'Sainls' in seryices. Pete Fountain and Aaron Neville have also

been ordered to pay royalties on any song containing the word, or
reminding people ofthe word, 'Sainls'.

504% said on January 28. 2010 at 9:48 AM

1) it's CLEAR that "Ms. Thom" is using this as an opportunity to
promote her small business and profit from not only the shirts but the
story by making herselfappearto be a "victim" ofthe big bad NFL.
Flhe thlllr‘l have done her research hefnre glliekly printing shirts for

profit 2)mis trademarked. The owners are on record and
they are not anyone mentioned in this article. They are represented
by a intellectual firm out ofN‘rr 3) She is not the only store that has
been affected. Back in 2005 the same thing happened to a MUCH
larger local business Geaux Gifts. The NFL halted them from using
mand basically anything [even common phrases) that were
simply printed in a Black and gold colored font or a fleur de lis. This
isnt the first time this willIhas happened and it certainly won‘t be the
last. Bottom line, the small businesses cannot afford to go up
against the big bad NFL (even iftheirfather is an attorney and does it
for free)

sickandtired said on January 28, 2010 at 9243 AM

httpflwww.nfi.comi’contact-us This is the website that you can leave
feedback forthe corporate office. Not much surprises me anymore,
but this one has me shaking my head. What is next, regulation onu__ _|_..n I l_... _|__..; u._ ...|_:_u_n u_|._ __..._ .._.. _|_._u __..
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the clap? How about the whistle? Make sure you don‘t say
Deeuuuuuuccccceeeee without permission, because afierall, Deuce
was a NFL owned item, and we are referencing NFL property. The
NFL makes me sick. Ofcourse I am going to watch the game, but
this really has me questioning ifl should support the NFL in ANY
way in the future. Why buy merchandise that these greedy SUEis get
profits from. Roger Goodell = Scumbag

wowzie said on January 28, 2010 at 9:5? AM

So ifi get a dog and name the dog Is the NFL owner of
my dog???’?

madinhrookside said on January 28, 2010 at 1 0:05 AM

This is the worst thing lye eyer heard.uis a louisiana thing.
We love the city and we loye our Saints [ especially Jeremy
Shockey]. How can the NFL own this. They never claimed this
before. Weye all had these shirts for years. I guess the mighty NFL

can‘t stand to lose money. Lets see the trade mark you own for“
Prove it! Saints all the way!!! . . !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

gofigura said on January 28, 2010 at 1 0:00 AM

Elob DelGiorno sais it best on the radio this morning-BREED DAT!
The NFL isjust trying to capitolize on this. They don‘t own the right
and had NOTHING to do with it as a phrase. Tell them to stick it!

madinhrookside said on January 28, 2010 at10:10 AM

Congratulations to all the Saints. The state is so proud of you! What
a pleasure to have watched ya'll play all season. Protect Drew during
the SE! game, and put F'eyton on the ground. OEAUK SAINTS‘lllllll
Louisiana loyes ya'll. Peyton on the GROUND.

popseal said on January 28. 2010 at10:13 AM
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NFL bureaucrats and their lawyers are parasites that want all the
hlnnrll "m" helnngs tn New Orleans-1|

tom}? said on January 28, 2010 at1011? AM

It is typical ofthe manner and logic the NFL uses to limit the TV
access ofgames; watchers in Shreveport are limited to Dallas, while
we in Toledo are limited to very local teams. Sunday TV games are a
last choice for me during the fall; talk about a ghetto: the Lions or
Browns?

commonsenseflfld said on January 28, 2010 at10123 AM

to "ihatefootball": "ihatefootball said on January 28, 2010 at 0:21 AM
. 5 sounds ignorant anyway. I sure would not want to
prurriula Luuisiaria lI'I llial fasliiuri we already get a bad ariuugli rap
for being uneducated. :(" " " is not so much an example of
illiteracy as oflocal and ethnic identity. You may not be aware that
the pronunciations "dat" and "dem" have come from the dialects
brought to New Orleans by 19th century immigrants. Those
immigrants settled in identifiable neighborhoods and spoke with
distinctive accents, some ofwhich survive in today's New Orleans. If
you listen carefully to some New York accents, you will hear many of
the same influences. lfthe rest ofthe nation hasnt the knowledge of
history and linguistics to tell the difference, that's no reason for us
not to live our own heritage.

 
 

 

laurafrorrwegas said on January 28, 2010 at10135 AM

lam a Saints fan from when I lived in New Orleans years ago. I agree
the NFL is being snotty and money hungry. Just let the fans have
theirfun and enjoy it. Stay away from these local companies and do
what you do best... have your employees play football... Leave these
guys alone

hes‘trong said on January 23, min at 1 use AM
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As much as I love the Saints, the phrasemdoes not belong
to them northe NFL. mbelongs to the people of New
Orleans. The NFL has no right to tell people they can not make
money othhat phrase. People have made money ol‘fthat phrase for
years and its ridiculous howthe NFL waits until nowto attempt to
claim ownership. The governor should get involved and issue a cease
and desist orderto the NFL and demand any and all monies they

have made frommsales. mis for the people and
not the saints organization northe NFL.

kittikatSZ? said on January 28, 2010 at 1 024.}Ir AM

NIs OWNED BY A W ll! anw DAT, BOO DAT, youDAT l!!!

lmev‘ans22 said on January 23, 2010 at 1 0253 AM

NFL- you guys are pathetic. How dare you want to capitalize on
what's OURS.udoesn‘t belong to you. It belongs to the
PEOPLE of New Orleans - ThenNation. Unlike you, who are
justjumpin' on the wagon, we use this phrase almost every day in
our usual conversation. How dare you want to take what's ours, make
money of! of it and tell us what we can and can‘t do with it. Secondly,
in regards to the fleur de Iis - READ YOUR HISTORY!!! The fleur de
Iis means "flower lily" and is a symbol that's been used throughout
Europe to symbolize the House ofBourbon, the French
monarchy hasically symhnlizing niirfrench heritage This symhnl
was adopted by the Saints but has been used to symbolize this City
for decades and is a symbol that has been used throughout Europe
for centuries. I'm glad you're NOWtaking an interest but to basically
steal what's ours, profit from what's ours and deny US the rights to it
is WRONG.

peahus said on January 28, 2010 at 1 1 :01 AM

THE NFL NEVER COMPLAINED BEFORE.
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hweaverfin said on January 28, 201B at11:05 AM

http:flen.wikipedia.orgfwikiNVho_Dat%3F

who_dat_girl said on January 28, 2010 at 11:10 AM

they dont own m...so they cant stop people from creating
stuffwith dat..howeyer someone does own m i cant remember
who...they arejust stupid they wanna own everything that is popular
with every team so they can get more money...

comment54u2 said on January 28. 2010 at11:12 AM

If you want to get technical, the French "own" the Fleur de Lis.

rohertm320 said on January 23, 2010 at11:35 AM

HERE'S HOW you stop the NFL....The Fleur de Lis has been the
symbol of New Orleans for hundreds of years. Its even on our city flag
(do other cities even have their own flags?) So, lets get the City of
New Orleans to file an injunction in federal court against the NFL for
violation, since they are using the Fleur de Lis to represent New
Orleans without actual approval from the city. Then lets see what
their hotswhot attorneys have to say.

swampdog said on January 23, 2010 at11:--13 AM

W! NFL Properties! Dat Who! Been there, done that years
ago! SwampDog talking rememberwhen years ago the defense
was as hot as the "who let the dogs out" song. Well, that was me
the animator ofthe SwampDogs that played in the Diamond Vision at
the Dome and creator ofthe SwampDogs t-shirts that sold like
hotcakes until NFL F'roperties strong armed mejust as they're doing
with the Who Oats! Big pockets and Big Power belongs to the NFL!
It'll be a fun fight if you take it on, you'll learn alot about copyright anddvndnmnul. Inn-a. In”; :5...“- dnlu-i. um... nnlll:nn .u-u. “mud. Hanna! Hind n:
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trademark laws but ifyou take my advice, you won‘t spend alot of
your money 'cause the NFL's got more! BEST OF LUCK TO YOU
WHO OATS!!! l'm rootin'for ya!!! Give 'em hell and GEAUX SAINTS!!!
Beat L'il Archie! SLACKAND GOLD to the SUPER BOWL! Let it be

written Let it be done! SAINTS are gonna be 2010 Superbowl
Champions!!! Amen! :o)

neworleanslady said on January 28, 2010 at 1 1 141' AM

Fleur-de-lis Religion and War*Joan ofArc carried a white banner
that showed God blessing the French royal emblem, the fleur—de-lis,
when she led French troops to victory oyer the English in support of
the Dauphin, Charles VII, in his guest forthe French throne. *The
Roman Catholic Church ascribed the lily as the special emblem of
the Virgin Mary. * Due to its three "petals," the fleur—de-lis has also
been used to represent the Holy Trinity. * Military units, including
diyisions ofthe United States Army, have used the symbol's
resemblance to a spearhead to identify martial power and strength.

pamrieth said on January 28, 2010 at11:48 AM

and the UN said stop searching in Haiti...

squirm said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:00 PM

Guess ynii can‘t hiiy any Cincinnati Hengals' shirts that say "Who
Dey?" either. Does Oueen get paid eyery time "We will rock you" is
played at a sporting event? "Who let the dogs out?" Anyway, ifl'm
not mistaken, you can take a popular, copyrighted song, change the
lyrics to something completely different and make it a "parody" or a
"satire"- and there's not a whole lot anyone can do. You hear such
"songs" on the radiorIWinternet daily. Seems there was a very
recent court ruling stating parodies and satires were not copyright
violations. Soooo, maybe is "illegal", but not "Hu D@".

pegasus said on January 28, 2010 at12101 PM

Oh, go cry me a river, NFL. You know darn well that phrase
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" doesn‘t belong to you. l was browsing your NFL shop this
morning looking forthe new Saints ConfChamps shirts and I saw a
T—shirt with on it that you are selling. So now you have a
right to sell the shirts? What gives you that right since you
want to get so technical about the Saints fans selling them? We. as
fans, have a right to sell it because the phrase was adopted from the
fans and not the NFL. It's all about a buck with the executives in the

league. It's not enought that they are making millions on top of
millionsjust from ticket sales alone but they want to step on others
as well to keep them from making a dollar. BTW”, fans, from here on
out shop on-line at "Football Fanatics". Their prices are a little more
cheaperthan the NFL shop. You can get a Saints ConfChamp shirt
for $1?.99 instead of$1903 I know it's not much ofa difference but

it's still a little sayings.

nolason said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2208 PM

Has anyone bothered looking at the gold (yellow?) fleur—de-lis [three
ofthem, I think] on the flag ofthe City ofNew Orleans? Come on,
now!

fluidking said on January 23, 2010 at 1 2209 PM

Well, I am a T—Shin designer and l have a n? Shirt and
Koozies. Here is my stance on the whole issue, which is not a new
one. Ideas cannot be copyrighted. The originof
ambiguous. is an idea, so is the tieur de lis. You can
only copyright the form ofan idea. So, meanwhile ifyou'd like to
purchase a “? shirt in rebellion, here is a link to my site
where you can purchase that and other original designs by me;
http:Hiloyenolatshirts.com:r

nolasisco said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:20 PM

DEFEND mun 

hruceny said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:23 PM
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The "Fleur de |is" as its name indicates originated in France (which I
guess is why it is used by N.O.). It was the King's symbol, but it first
appeared on the Gaul tribe's coins. It is also on my familly's coat of
arms (like many other French famillies') which is tatooed on my
back. The NFL is claiming surrIelIIiIIg lIIaL. in my upiIIiurI. belongs
more to me than to them. “.9 Me Dat! Ely the way NFL, "Dat"
is not a word, and ifyou canjust trademark any random letters, then
I guess you should start paying Sesame Street.

cahrioletZQ said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2225 PM

For the love ot all things belonging to truemSAINIS“
fans....l can‘t believe it. Leave it up to the NFLto sink its greedy
claws into something that was not theirs to begin with, but because it
is associated with an NFLteam they are claiming it. Did they go after
Jimmy Johnson's phrase, "How 'bout them Cowboys?!" afierthe
Cowboys won and secure it only forthe NFL to market? Geeze
EIACK OFF NFL...do you really need the money made from these T-
shirts? Your grossly inflated ticket prices for the Super Elowl (in the
nosebleed endzone corner) should more than cover your obvious
need for more cash flow. AND these inflated prices are the reason I
can‘t realize a life long dream and bucket list item and make it to
Miami which ticks me off beyond space available here....and now you
are attacking shops spreading themlove? SERIOUSLY?
Shame on you....wrong on so many levels! I shake my head in
disgust!

thedollSQ said on January 28. 2010 at 1 2:31 PM

ubelongs to them Nation which is imaginary. So
NFL sue imaginary. HA HA HA HA HA HA HA HA

inifall said on January 23, 2010 at 1 2:32 PM

THE“ JUST WANT TO CAPITALIZE ON OUR OITv....OUR
TEAM....C‘I|_IR I'lC‘IMhrlLIl‘xllT‘I’...THE‘Ir WANT A PIECE OF THE PIE.

THEv WANTEO NOTHING TO DO WITH us OR OURm
BEFORE WE WENT TO THE SUPERBOWL! NOW THE‘I‘ SEE OUR

COMMUNITY is MAKING NIONEv OFF OF OUR sAvINO, THEv
WANT A PIECE OF IT. NFL.....GO SUCK AN EOOIIIII I WILL sAv

uFOR THE REST OF MY LIFE IT eELONOs TO OUR
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CITY.....SO BACK OFF!

inifell said on January 23, 2o1 o at 1 2:33 PM

OH AND SOMEElOD‘rr CALLJIM LETTEN!!! GIVE THIS CASE TO
HIM!

hrownpelican45 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2:41 PM

Who does the NFLthink they are, claiming the rights to
This is a phrase coined loyaf claimed by New Orleans Saints Fans to
refer to the Saints' opponents. Songs were written, etc. The NFL has
a lot ofnerye coming in here and claiming the rights to something
they had nothing to do with. Eiuzz off, NFL!!!

iDS?1B said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2242 PM

NFL why didn‘t you say something years ago? This isn‘t a new
saying for us. I'm sure it's a money thing. SHAME ON THE NFL--
they'll NEVER stop us from saying and using NFL-- like
it or not we ARE the m nation.

ligerdudefll] said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2245 PM

Thats why I bought my nfljersey from a chinese knockofifor25
bucks ....... ..when the "real" ones cost 200 .... ..nfl kiss mym
an

chrand said on January 28, 2010 at 1 2249 PM

Whiskey Tango Foxtrot!!! The NFL has lost its collective mind.
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lady’alex said on January 23, 2313 at 1 :35 PM

F'Lease yote for Drew Brees FedEx "Player ofthe Year" :>
httpflwww.nfl.comfpartner?partnerType=players-air—and-ground

camgetrite said on January 23, 2313 at 1 :1 3 PM

http:i’i’en.wikipedia.orgi’wikii’Fleur-de-lis The fleur—de-Iis appears on the
Canadian coat ofarms, the flags of Ouebecfl] and Nova Scotia in
Canada, and south ofthe border on that of Detroit (originally a French
name, though at present pronounced quite differently), New Orleans,
and elsewhere. The Acadiana[k] region and yarious cities in southern
Louisiana, such as Lafayette, New Orleans and Baton Rouge, also
use the fleur—de-Iis. On 9 .July 2DDB, Louisiana governor Bobby Jindal
signed a bill into law making the fleur-de-Iis an official symbol ofthe
state.[21] Following Hurricane Katrina, the fleur-de-Iis has been
widely used in New Orleans as a symbol of grassroots support for
New Orleans' recovery.[22] It is also used in seyeral places whose
name came from one ofthe French King Louis: amongst them, the
Flag of Loui3yille, Kentucky and of St. Louis, Missouri, where the
three-petalled symbol also denotes the conyergence ofthe
Mississippi, Missouri and Illinois Rivers. [edit] Coat

commondominator said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :1 9 PM

IS THIS AJOKE? and Cha-Ching was from a Rally's commercial that
caught on when the Saints reeled off a bunch ofwins in the early
9Ds.....Rally's didnt care As far as I am concerned, as long as the
"logo" is 1D% different it is OKto use. And the Fleur De Lis which is
on almost everything New Orleans is fair game. As long as you don‘t
use the exact Saints logo you are OK..... The NFL is reaching here
and it is pathetic that a week before the game they would do
this.....sure they will capitalize on Katrina stories all next week on
their network. I cannot belieye this is an issue... what about the

"Super Bowl Shuffle"? that has Super Bowl in the title which is
TABOO by the NFL....and they sold a lot ofthose in 85.... Who
Dey? Da Bears? Terrible Towel? America's team? I DON'T LIKE THIS
AT ALLIIIIII Extremer Disgruntled Saints fan Roger.Goodell2@nfl.net

pauersnnnatiue said on January 23, 2313 at 1 :23 PM
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The NFL should ask former Saints Dalton Hilliard howu
came to the Louisiana Superdome back in 19??! watch the video of
History ofmthat another new orleans tv station did NFL
should really be ashamed!!!

eriduf said on January 23, 2010 at 1 :2? PM

Maybe the NFL should check this out...
httpflenwikipedia.org!wikiNVho_Dat%3F

littlemrnoname said on January 28. 2010 at 1 :2? PM

W say the NFL stole the Fluer de Iis from the great city of
New Orleans in 195?, without asking everybody one by one in the
region, to put it on the Saints heads. We never had a problem with it.
Now we do, so pay us royalties since 195? and were even. n

harerou said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :31 PM

maybe themNATION should contact Senators Landrieu
and Vitterto intervene and explain the NFL's anti-trust status that
allows them to make billions while bullying the small guys trying to
earn a buck or show support fortheirteam

ahc123 said on January 20, 2010 at 1 :31 PM

This is absolutely absurd!

phehe said on January 23,2010 at 1 :34 PM

ME! wirith in mi n liFnIIl_ 1mm imm. mmmri Inmmnmn tlnn
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NFL needs to get a life!!!nhas been around longerthan the
NFL has been in existence. Their ambulance chasers need to find

something else to chase and leave themNATION alone.
nbelongs to the people.

ahc123 said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :3? PM

I guess they will nowtry to trademark "Stand Up and Get Crunked".

ozarknight said on January 23, 2o1 o at 1 :43 PM

“Pm?msayin'we cant sell dem shirts?

nolakarma said on January 28, 2010 at 1 :52 PM

how 'hout a T-shirt that says NFL-Suck DAT! use this idea free of
charge!!!! They are RIDICULOUS! l was going to buy an NFL official
jersey but thanks for saying me the WW!!!

ahc123 said on January 28, 2010 at 2:03 PM

Flefore onI know it they will say the "horseshoe" for the Colts
belongs to them also.

txheachbum said on January 28. 2010 at 2:05 PM

What makes the NFLthink they own or the fleur de |is?
This is crazy? The entiremNation needs to send emails
protesting this insanity to the NFL! Flood them with Who Dats!!!!!!!

lhwalSQ said on January 28, 2010 at 2:14 PM
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A phrase or idea can be copyrighted even if it has been in general
use as long as no one previously held a copyright ortrademark. Still,
there is some question as to who exactly might hold the copyright to
m. The Saints fieur de lis is a trademark--probably the gold
one with the black border--but they can‘t claim trademark or copyright
rights on all fieur de lis. Also, copyright violations normally only come
in when someone tries to make a monetary profit from the use ofa
copyrighted logo or symbol. So it is a copyright violation to paint
Mickey Mouse on the sign ot a daycare business [and believe me,
Disney is serious about this stuff) but you can paint it on your child's
bedroom wall with no legal ramifications. Therefore...we should all go
out and buy our own plain t-shirts and some paint and make our
ownmshirts and tell the NFLto stufiit!

cherygirl said on January 28, 2010 at 2:1 T PM

Does anyone know what the Saint's camp is saying about this??? I
would love to know!

lhwalSQ said on January 28, 2010 at 2:21 PM

abc123, I'm sure the Colts' horseshoe is a copyrighted logo. Logos
that contain familiar objects can still be copyrighted because the logo
is specific in size, position and color. Even logos thatjust contain
type, for instance the Wal-mart sign, are copyrighted because they
are instantly recognizable and closely associated with the business.
That being said, I think that some businesses go overboard in
pursuing "copyright violations", like McDonalds suing a restaurant in
Scotland that was named forthe owner. (I think McDonald's lost that
one.)

dcd1933 said on January 28, 2010 at 222'.Ir PM

does the nfl have a trademark overthe cardinals?? there is a

cardinals baseball team.... can miami zoo sell a t-shirt with a dolphin
on it, or does the nfl have a trademark on it? mandevillejr high has a
mascot ofthe patriots, does the nfl own the patriots as a mascot??
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metryrunner said on January 28, 2010 at 2:40 PM

They are upset because we beat the favorite son, Brett Favre.

smayetfifi34652fi1fi said on January 28, 2010 at 2:41 PM

mis ours not the NFL'Slllllllllll!

paulgunther said on January 23, 2o1 o at 2:42 PM

So the NFL claims that you think about te Saints when you see

therefore it belongs to the NFL? Peally?? They want to
profit from ourthoughts now? Well then, I'm thinking of something
NFL right now! Want to profit on that?!“ I say we burn all our "Official
NFL" garb in effigy and wear nothing but "bootleg" shirts with
B?" and Fleur di Lis' o them for Superbowl Sunday. The press
coverage will be huge that day.

hudshyugirl said on January 28, 2010 at 2:43 PM

King Clovis | Ely the 12th century the fleur—de-lis had become the
heraldic emblem ofthe Capetian kings ofFrance, whose court
propaganda traced the first adnptinn nfthe ‘l'lFIIIr'-I"lF!-llFt tn the
conversion ofthe Frankish King Clovis I in 49315] The story takes
various forms, many ofwhich relate to Clovis' conversion, and support
the claim ofthe anointed Kings ofFrance that their authority came
directly from God, without the mediation ofeitherthe Emperor orthe
Pope. So Who Dat says they own the Fleur De Lis

lhwalSQ said on January 28, 2010 at 2:52 PM

All NFLteam logos are copyrighted. You can find a list of all ofthem
here: httpm’lvvw’w.sportslogos.net.ileague.php'?id=?r So the NFL and
the Saints own the copyright to THOSE SPECIFIC VERSIONS ofthe
fieur de lis. The same with the Cardinals orthe Colts. They do not
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own copyright to all pictures ofcardinals or all horseshoes,just those
specific ones. So I can see them wanting to collect a licensing fee
from vendors selling merchandise with their official logo. But I do not
see evidence that the NFL owns anything connected to the Who Dat
saying so I can't see hovv they have any legal basis fortheir cease
and desist with regards to that.

commanderb504 said 00 January 28, 2010 at 3205 PM

lthink it's ludicrous, but it's not plain evil, greed or ignorance. It's a
business tactic. You start out by making whatever claim you can to
something profitable no matter how farfetched, no matter right or
wrong, and see ifthe other guy can push back. I doubt that their
lavvyers really think they could win a fight overthis. What they're
thinking is that the little shop ovvners cant afford to meet them in
court so they win by default. Big companies do this all the time. They
have lavvyers on retainer so it costs them nothing to try and "you
can't blame a guy fortrying" right? Our adversarial legal system
allows it and the ethos of our economic system, which rewards
profitability over creativity or utility, breeds it constantly.

popseal said on January 28, 2010 at 3:1 2 PM

The greedy bass turds are showing themselves up forthe parasites
they must be. Ratherthan encourage the upswing in New Orleans'
circumstance, the NFL gives the city a svvift kick to the 'nads.
Besides, nobody at the NFL speaks "ghetto", and that's exactly vvhat
"Who Dat' " is .... ..I love it!

1alphafoxtrot said on January 28, 2010 at 3:20 PM

lfthe NFL would have done their homework they would knovvthat the
Fleur De Li is a likeness ofthe Iris lily.The Iris was created by
God,and has been on this Earth since the creationSo therefore God
owns it,and as far as thats concerned ,he owns " WHO DAT " also.

squirrel2fi said on January 28, 2010 at 3:24 PM
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And this is why lwill be buying no more "official" NFL gear. THis is a
joke. The NFL has trademarked a distinct and age old Louisiana
phrase? You must be kidding. Time to start boycotting, guys. lfthey
want it about money, we can make it about money! Eloycott and take
il lu Facebuuk.

indyfanfifll] said on January 28, 2010 at 3:31 PM

It is too bad that the NFL are being suchjerks about this. It would be
nice for Saints fans to have the "who dat" saying to comfort
themselves afterthey get beaten by the Colts in a little over a week.

nola?2 said on January 28, 2010 at 3243 PM

The NFL may indeed own THEIR version I style ofa fieur—di-lis. But
there is no way they can own the rights to all fleur—di-lis versions. If
allowed. can you imagine the impact to localjewelry makers and
retailers? As for Who Dat', it is strictly a public domain moniker. NFL
has no rights of ownership.

fluidking said on January 23, 2010 at 3:55 PM

To ibwal59, you are wrong. Copyright does not protect names, titles,
slogans, or short phrases. Contact the US. Patent &Trademark
Office. SEEMS-9199. for further information. However. copyright
protection may be available for logo artwork that contains sufficient
authorship. In some circumstances, an artistic logo may also be
protected as a trademark.

whodatblanch said on January 28, 2010 at 4202 PM

This is complete BULLll Why hasnt the NFL....a|-<a NO FUN
LEAGUE....tried to claim Who Dey from the Elengals....orthe Pig
Men costumes from the redskins....orthe Cheesehead hats in Green

ElayP? We finally make it to the Superbowl and all the NFL sees is
dollar signs.... They claim they are a fan friendly league...yet they are
trying to take WHO DAT from the best fans in the league... The Eloy
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Scouts haye been using the Fleur De Lis for oyer a hundred
years...giye them a cut NFL!!! All i have to say is WHO DAT!!!!!!!!!!!!
and F‘r'l....i was watching the senior bowl practice....and right when i
turned it on Timmy TEBLEAUX dropped hacked to pass and threw
and interception! hahahahha you had a good run Tebleaux but you
will neyer make it in the pros!

ihgator1 said on January 28, 2010 at 4:05 PM

Technically, didn‘t grocery bags on heads used to be associated with
the Saints also? I don‘t recall the NFL running out and telling grocery
stores tn stnp silpply paper hags to anyone nrtell the hag
manufacturer to stop. Why is this any different? Oh wait, that is
because they can make money off ofsince the Saints are doing well.

hill204?12958343 said on Januaiy 23, 2010 at 4:10 PM

http:.’.’www.nfl.com.’contact-us

rebelref said on January 28, 2010 at 4:1 T PM

The Fans own Who Dat. This isjust ridiculous. Read my take on it.
Dallas O'Malley wwwrebelretcom

donaldmaddog said on January 28, 2010 at 521 0 PM

Who DAT say ynii can‘t use "Who DAT?" l nnks to me like the NF!
is getting a hit too big fortheir hritches. The NFL does not "own"
"Who Dat". How can ownership ofan expression be proyen? The
official design and colors of a team can certainly be protected. Afake
jersey is one thing, but an expression? There is a protection for some
words and expressions, like the "‘r‘euck. Yeuck" ofthe Three
Stooges (look it up, folks. It is copyrighted.) You cannot produce a
teleyision commercial using that particular "sound" without
permission ofthe heirs ofthe Three Stooges.
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hill264?12960509 said on January 23, 2010 at 5:2? PM

Tu secure the arllilrusl exemption that made [he merger possible,
Rozelle promised Louisiana congressman Hale Boggs the NFL would
expand into New Orleans, and the Saints and Cincinnati Bengals
were added to the league shortly thereafter. It may be time forthe
Louisiana Congressional delegation to revisit the antitrust
exemption!!!

hill264?12960509 said on January 23, 2010 at 5:29 PM

To secure the antitrust exemption that made the merger possible,
Rozelle promised Louisiana congressman Hale Boggs the NFL would
expand into New Orleans, and the Saints and Cincinnati Bengals
were added to the league shortly thereafter. It may be time for
Congress to revisit the antitrust exemption!!!

sherry4?191?0683 said on January 28, 2010 at 6:04 PM

Some lawyer needs to step up!! Wonder if France will want some of
that NFL cake?

rikki said on January 28, 2010 at 521 El PM

the name Who Dat was also the name ofa horse in the famous book

My Friend Flicka. And I believe there have been real registered
horses that were given that name. So I think that makes ownership of
the words even harderto claim.

mimil]121 said on January 28, 2010 at 5225 PM

BTW, I remember St. Augustine cheering WHO DAT back in the mid
?0's....
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iamiim said on January 28, 2010 at 2:1 4 PM

I know I won‘t be popularfor saying this, but my love ofliberty
exceeds my loye forthe Saints. So I ask, what do YOU love more?
Do you loye the liberty bought for you by the blood ofpatriots, or do
you love the corporate NFL? To hell with a game. lloye my liberty
more. Unless the NFL quickly reverses course, freedom loying New
Urleanians should boycott the Superbowl.

scilian said on January 28, 2010 at 1:31 PM

lt'sjust been announced that the National Football League owns the
rights to the letters N, F, L and we can no longer use them in our
alphabet!

mrharri543 said on January 28, 2010 at 2:36 PM

This message is for all the folks who think that the phase " Who Dat"
belongs to them. lwould like for you to stop and think back to the
days ofour older generation. The time when the usage of correct
grammer did not matter. They did not know howto spell many words
so, they spelled words how it sounded to them. A long time ago, the
older generation used the phase "Who Dat" to find out who was
knocking at their door. Apparently, this phase has been around for a
very long time and it does not belong to a particular person. It is just
a interpretation of howthe older generation spoked or spelled words.

toolman‘tim said on January 28, 2010 at 7"251 PM

Who Dat isjust wordsjust like Geaux Tigers or Geaux Saints. I do
remember attending a Louisiana State Championship game in the
late 20's when Patterson HS, a small schooljust down the roid from
Elerwick and Morgan City played John Curtis in The Superdome. The
fans chanted " Who Dat say they gonna beat them Jacks, Who Dat

Gonna, another catch slang word. lthink some lawyers ought to
step up and fight this forthe fans ofThe New Orleans Saints and
small business owners.
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madmite said on January 28, 2818 at 8:8? PM

A lawyer needs to ask the nfl when they purchased the rights of
ownership to the slogan WHO DAT, and the fleur de lis.

iehs‘ter1l11 said on January 28, 2818 at 8:22 PM

Hahaha, fricken NFL must bejoking. They own the fleur—de lis? That's
the symbol otthe tiourbon monarchy ot i-rance In the 1fUU's and the
Frankish King Clovis. Heck man, its on the Quebec flag, the Acadian
flag, the coat of arms ofF'ope Paul VI and the coat ofarms ofEnglish
monarchs until the 1888's. I guess the NFL owns part of Canada,
England, is gonna put a cease and decist on Acadiana and is going
to march into Vatican City and claim that forthemselves too. Who
Dat goes way back to vaudeville in the 1800's in minstril shows and
the poet Paul Laurence Dunbarwho was an escaped slave, perhaps
even further. Guess the NFL is claiming all the propery offormer
slaves too. Lol, makes me fricken chuckle.

missskungy said on January 28, 2818 at 8:34 PM

I can see ifthe NFL is saying that the very specific fleur de lis that is
black with a medium white outline and a smaller black outline in a

specific shape is a symbol relating to the Saints, but any otherfleur
de lis is about New Orleans' French and Acadian heritages. As for
"Who Dat" | ask them to prove it. The origins of"Who Dat" has been
debated for years especially when otherteams say we ripped it off of
their"Who Day."l say that not only has southern Louisiana natives
used the term "Who Dat" long before that other team, but it has been
around longerthen the Saints. The term belongs to all Louisiana
Natives and has so many uses (non sports related and sports
related]; you may be able to make a case forthe term being diluted
to the point that it is not trademarkable. The only people that would
see the term as a NFL saying are ignorant people...DEFEND WHO
DAT!

rleurdefan said on January 28, 2010 at 3250 PM
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Is the NFL saying the fleur de lis belongs to them? Have they been
around since 12th century kings in France used the fleur de lis?
Sorry NFLthis is not something you can claim as copyright any
more than someone can claim rights to the exclamation
point!II!!!III!!!Ill!I!ll!II!!!III!!!Ill!!!I!!!I!ll!IIll!Illllllllllllllllllllllll You are truly idiots! As
for Who Dat' get yourfacts straight. Some south Louisiana high
school used it first in the early TD's. There was eyen a newspaper
article printed and it mentioned Who Dat'. So, NFL. give up. Don‘t rile
the Saints fans and Louisiana up. You wouldn‘t like us when we get
angry! Or you will see 'Fandemonium.' (Not that is a word I made
up....L—iu dun'l Freaking use il uri yuur bruaduasl!)

camaro said on January 28, 2010 at 0:15 PM

touche' l!!! way to go NFL Cash in at any cost. I guess " Geaux
Saints" is next. lfl paint a fleuir deli on the hood of my car, will the
NFL own my car? Where is this gonna end up? How much is too
much?

highuford said on January 28, 2010 at 9229 PM

We need a CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT on behalf ofall Saints fans.

The NFL shoud NOT be allowed to bully anyone by their stupic
actions.....

scilian said on January 2B, 2010 at 9245 PM

The NFL has issued a cease EL desist to the Pope for using the word
"Saints" stating it was a trademark infringement. The Pope said in
reply, "well, I guess we'lljust have to referto the Church's Saints as
Very nice' people Saint Paul will now be known as Very Nice
F'aul".

gumhoz1953 said on January 28, 2010 at10:01PM

"designed to create the illusion of an affiliation with the Saints" So it's
a sin to have an affiliation with the Saints. Is it a yiolation to say"Qnmnr Rainta”? Thu-ii \Mniilrl hmrn IIQ bulimia that thir- Rainta :rn nnlir
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"Geaux Saints"? They would have us believe that the Saints are only
a business (which is true), so fan enthusiasm is only okay insofar as
it can be monetized. Looking at it that way, who cares about the
Saints versus Colts? lt'sjust a clash ofbusinesses, like Sony versus
Panasonic. Meh. Who dat? Who cares. Thanks, NFL, for helping us
see the light.

scilian said on January 2B, 2010 at 1 0204 PM

lthink we should all send a love note to the commissioner ofthe

NFL: Poger.Goodell2@nfl.net Come on New Orleanians, let's show
him how much we care!

hmhook said on January 28, 2010 at 1 0:24 PM

Shame on the NFL. They do not own the Fleur de Lis, they do not
own the colors ofblack and gold, and they do NOT own the words
"WHO DAT"... The city ofNew Orleans and its people do. Elack off,
NFL! Those shirts DO NOT infringe on the Saints' (and the NFL's)
trademark rights. Neither are the fleur de lie or colors used with the
New Orleans Saints trademarks and no graphic is close to the
replica ofthe "New Orleans Saints" fleur—de-lis andfor colors. The
NFL should take a hike. I hope this lady and the other t-shirt shop
wins. lthink a class action lawsuit against the NFL should happen.
Thosejerkc.

dmarx said on January 2B, 2010 at 1 0235 PM

Dear Katie Moore, You should be embarrassed that you even wrote
this article. According to Wikipedia, "The fleur—de-lis is a stylized lily
or iris that is used as a decorative design or symbol. It may be "at
UIIU and the same limeI puliliualI dynastic, artistic, errlbli-JrrialiL:I and
symbolic", especially in heraldry. Decorative ornaments that
resemble the fleur—de-lis have appeared in artwork from the earliest
human civilizations." Please don‘t think that the saints have

COMPLETE rights to the Fleur-de-lis NOR the colors black and gold.
Bring it on NFL. lfl create my own Fleur-de-lis and use my home
grown version of black and gold, I guarantee it will have the flavor of
the Saints but will not infringe on the rules ofthe NFL> ha. And who
are you?
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dmarx said on Januarv 23, 2010 at11:40 PM

Help SPREAD THE WHO DAT FEVA'! CLICK HERE TO BUY
MERCH AND SHOW YOUR PRIDEII

httpflwww.etsvcomi’shoprovnoAlGA

nenmmien said on January: 23, 2o1 o at11:52 PM

Dear NFL. I suppose we should introduce ourselves. We are the Who
Dat Nation. You may not have gotten a chance to know us overthe
years, since after all ourfootball team hasn't been known for
excellence on the field, but rest assured, we have been around for a
long, long time. Before American football even existed, the phrase
"Who Dat" was a part of our city's Brooklyn-sounding vernacular. We
played "The Saints Go Marching |n"through the Jazz Age. Alwavs
was our emblem was the fleur—de-lis ofold King Clovis ofthe Franks.
For centuries we've waved those gold lily-flowers on our shotgun
house porches. httpflwwwtacebook. comInote. php?
note_id=298494?31F02&id=1019524034&ref=mf

whoda16324 said on Januarv 29, 2010 at 1 2:35 AM

DOES THE NFL OWN EVERY -IORSE SHOE, INDIAN, BLUE
STAR, ETC??? NO YOU DON'T! THE NFL DIDN'T HAVE ANYTHING
TO DO WITH COMING UP WITH "WHO DAT" AND THE FLEUR DE
LIS HAS BEEN A SYMBOL USED IN AND AROUND NEW
ORLEANS, SCOUTINO OROA IZATIONS, :RENCH ANCESTORS,
ETC ETC OR YEARS. THE NFL DIDN'T WORRY ABOUT ANYONE
AROUND NEW ORLEANS SEL_ING FLEUR DE LIS JEWELRY
AND OTHER ITEMS FOR YEARS AND YEARS. PEOPLE HAVE
HAD FLEUR DE LIS WROUGH" IRON FE CES ETC OR YEARS
AND YEARS. SO WHY DO YOJ SUPPOSEDLY OWN THAT
SYMBOL NOW?? YOU ARE GREEDY AND HAVE NO RIGHT TO
TRY TO CLAIM THE RIGHTS TO THINGS TdAT NOT ONLY HAVE
BEEN AROUND FOR A LONG "IME BUT I-AVE BEEN USED BY
PEOPLE WELL BEFORE THE FL DECIDED THAT THEY LIKED
IT. YOU ONLY CLAIM THESE THINGS NOW BECAUSE THE
SAINTS ARE IN THE SUPERBOWL. THE FANS CAN START A
CAMPAIGN TO BOYCO'I'I' BUYING ANYTI—ING THAT IS AN
OFFICIAL NFL ITEM IF YOU DON'T WATCH WHAT YOU ARE
DOING! DON'T STEP ON TOO MANY TOES OR YOU WILL BE
PU'I'I'ING YOUR FOOT IN YOUR MOUTH SOON!!!
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smtguury said on January 29, 2o1 o at 1 :1 3 AM

There are songs and minstrel shows that used "who dat" back in the
late 1800's and early 1900's, and the fleur di lis - well that has been
around forever....in copyright law isnt anything pre 1923 considered
public domain???

ironpony said on January 29, am o at 5:35 AM

Where yat? - - - - - Hello, or How are you doing Yo Momma nem. - - -
- Your Mother and family. Who Dat? - - - - Who's there (Meaning who
is knocking on the door?) Ya hear? - - - - Do you understand. Back
ah town. - - - - A part of New Orleans, away from the river. And
phrases ofthat sort. They are the way people in New Orleans talk.
You will never hear anyone in New York speaking like this so how
can they say "Who dat", is something that belongs to the NFL. There
are many, many unique phrases that are heard in NO that can only
be heard there. Evidently they have never heard "The Twelve Yats of
Christmas."

[111891625 said on January 29, 2010 at 1238 AM

The NFL CAN NOT "claim" the fleur de leis. It is already the symbol
ofthe Eloy Scouts ofAmerica. It is part ofthe Eloy scout badge both
here in the USA and around the world!

peahus said on January 29, 2o1 o at aos AM

NFL NEEDS TO GET OUT OF NEW ORLEANS.

corbett1986 said on January 29, 2010 at 8:06 AM

Hi,Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,Here are the most popular, most
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stylish and avant-garde shoes,handbags,Tshiits,jacket,Tracksuit w
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Manicure Set $20 httpflwvvwallbyercom GOOD...UF'...UF'
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dlcrus_|a said on January 29, 2010 at 1 :1 5 PM

The fleur de lis has been around for hundreds ofyears and it was
apart of Louisiana long before the NFL. And it's notjust for New
Orleans, you see it on our state road signs coming into our state. I
think it's rediculous that they're trying to make money off ofa phrase
that's also not theirs. If NFL prints any shirt with the phrase I believe
they 5!IUU!L! pay ruyullies to New Orleans. frurrl Nurlli Luultildlld'“ GO
SAINTS!!!

merrymaryfifi said on January 29, 2010 at 1 :26 PM

Go ahead take them to court and take back what is consider ours!

gulfcoastgrlM said on January 29, 2010 at 1 :42 PM

Ifind what the NFL is doing right now quite repulsive. Neitherthe fleur
de lis northe phrase Who Dat were a result ofany efforts from their
marketing or creative design teams. I'm certain that this act ofgreed
and monopoly will come back around to bite them in the behind.
However, my suggestion since I believe that both are inately
associated with the city ofNew Orleans is why not give the city of
New Orleans the revenue from the royalites and help pump that back
into the city that has so faithfully supported the New Orleans Saints,
and thus the NFL, for so many years. That would be a wonderful
thing forthe city, forthe morale ofthe citizens and fans, and a great
way for the NFL to redeem themselves for this low blow theyye taken
on this matter.

imegkendy said on January 29, 2010 at 2203 PM
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Not that I disagree with anything you all are saying here. ElUT as far
as the fleur de lie go they are talking about the Saints fleur de lie
logo. Not all fleur de lis.

defendwhodat said on January 20, 2010 at 2:1 2 PM

So I guess we should go ahead and stop using the colors black and
gold, stop marking items with Fleur Di Li symbol, and anything else
that remotely relates to the Saints. Last time I checked anyone can
make Saints related attire, the only thing illegal is putting NFL
licensing stamps on the items ifthey aren‘t licensed officially from
the NFL. So WHO DAT! TAKE THAT WHO DAT WANNA ElEsllllllll

truegiuing said on January 29, 2010 at 3:38 PM

NFL HAVE EilG PROBLEMS NOW Just Released by Vatican The
office ofthe Vatican's Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Elertone,
has sent a cease and desist orderto the NFLforthe use ofthe term

"Saints." Apparently, in the yearED2, Francesco Roccaforte, the
Secretary of State under Pope Gregory I [also known as Gregory the
Great for his great hlieineee acumen) filed for a perpetual
international trademark on the term Saints. In a press release the
Cardinal Bertone's office stated: "We loye the great people ofNew
Orleans, their great football team, and their300-plus years of
Catholic tradition. Howeyer, we have found that the illegal use ofthe
nickname Saints by the NFLfranchise in New Orleans has caused
great economic and spiritual harm to the Church. It has caused
confusion among the faithful and we insist that the league
immediately cease using ourtrademarked name."

truegiuing said on January 29, 2010 at 3:41 PM

iwant to see what the NFL does now..... ..They may be forced to stop
using Saints The office ofthe Vatican's Secretary of State, Cardinal
Tarcisio Elertone, has sent a cease and desist orderto the NFL for
the use ofthe term "Saints." Apparently, in the year502, Francesco
Poccaforte, the Secretary of State under Pope Gregory I (also known
as Gregory the Great for his great business acumen) filed for a_....__;.._| :..A_...._A:_.._IA....I_..._..I. _.. LL. 2...... n_:..;_ |.. _ ._..___
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perpetual international trademark on the term Saints. In a press
release the Cardinal EIertone's office stated: "We loye the great
people of New Orleans, their great football team, and their 300-plus
years of Catholic tradition. However, we haye found that the illegal
use ofthe nickname Saints by the NFL franchise in New Orleans has
caused great economic and spiritual harm to the Church. It has
caused confusion among the faithful and we insist that the league
immediately cease using ourtrademarked name." bleacherreport has
this press release

ucitmywayfig said on January 20. 2010 at 4:05 PM

So why doesn‘t the Catholic Church sue the NFL for using Saints as
their name and the french people sue forthem using the fleur de lis.
Lets fight backllll They arejust mad because they want to cash in
and dominate the market since the Saints are now going to the
Superbowl..... WHO DATllll

ladybugprincess said on January 20, 2010 at 5:49 PM

NFL is nuts...

uncladaa said on January 20, 2010 at T23 PM

Check Out A Really Good Saints Superbowl SongNideo here:
youtube.comfwatch?y=nded-g_l<sl

hayratwhodat said on January 31, 2010 at 9:23 PM

URGENT NEWS FLASH: the Queen of England called. She's suing
us. Apparently "Sir Saint" was a violation ofa copyright at well. He
was never officially knighted. Crayola called. Apparently both the
colors 'black' and 'gold' belong to them. NEIC calledI we can no longer
'cheer'forthe Saints as the sitcom 'Cheers' owns the right to the
word 'cheer'. I'm not even sure that 'Go to Hell NFL' could be used. It

is unclear at this time if Satan will give us permission to use the word
'Hell'. As ofpress time Satan could not be reached norwould he
return our calls. His secretary said he was haying lunch with the NFL
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commissioner.....

dancingcrane said on February 1, 201 D at 4:28 PM

Whoever is responsible forthis has made the worst PR blunder in
recent history. NFL leadership take notice - otherteams and other
cities are watching you now. You'll lose more than you will ever gain.

mac_u' said on February 5, 2o1 o at 4:45 PM

First ofithe nfl knows it doesnt own the phrase "Who Dat". Ofithe
record they would tell you that. What has their panties in a wad is
the local t-shirt vendors has cut into their overpriced merchandise. I'm
sure after seeing sales colt territory and comparing it to a place that
is seeing it's first superhowl appearance raised a flag. WTF why
aren‘t we making tons of money down there? Oh wait, there are to
many local vendors selling shirts at reasonable prices and the style
they want. Besides ifthe nfl always knewthey "owned" the
phrase"Who Dat" why haven‘t they printed shirts with it? Reason
being is they only want to sell you an $Eleersey ppl are afraid to
wear and ruin. There is no MW in small time t-shirts. Well nfl i guess
you have been proven wrong! iviy prediction... in the end it won‘t even
go to court. This is a stall tactic. Local vendors will stop selling the
merchandise in question . knowing the can‘t battle the nfl in court. It's
all about the almighty $$$$$

mac_\r said on February 5, 2010 at 5:08 PM

macmret: VERY WELL SAID lfthe nfl wins will the zoos have to get
rid of or pay nfl a commission forthe lions ,bears .falcons they have
there? and will the Bald Eagle be in question also?
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. ‘3’ Saints Win Super Bowl
Brees and New Orleans Get Big, Easy Win for City in First-Ever Super Bowl Appearance, Beating
Indianapolis 31—1'.l   {I Q Font size _i'—'.'-- Print “'5' E-mail Share a 54 Comments

_ _ _ (cesmP) Updatedii.'02p.m. EST
Like this Story? Share It:

n .r-wr. ,? m? Q MOST POPULAR'3ng Put awavthose paper bags forever: Drew Elrees and the Saints

share _ are NFL champions, rallying to beat Peyton Manning and the “EWEDSUDm" Indianapolis Colts 31-1? Sunday night in one ofpro football's 1. Next—Generation -- Alarm Clocks!

"‘09 thrilling “"9 games- Man Emerges From Coma a Compulsive artist
Alexander: Dems Are on "Kamikaze Mission"

Strong Earthquake Rocks Central Japan

Black and gold-clad saints fans flooded the streets ofthe French ITEETTHCMS Dead In MEXICO Drug

 
The Saints rode a series ofgutsy calls and opportunistic plays in
the team's first-ever Super Eiowl appearance. PPS-i3.” 
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Black and gold-clad SWfans flooded the streets ofthe French "Shootin
Quarter in a cityjustfouryears removed from the devastation of 9Hurricane Katrina.

DISCUSSED

Special Section: The 2|]1I] Super Bowl 1. Dems Confident Health Care Will Pass (454 recent comments) 
New Orleans Qfil‘i‘fitigl‘t and Jeremy Shockey
kisses the Vince Lombardi Trophy after the NFL
Super Bowl XLIV football game against the
Indianapolis Colts in Miami, Sunday, Feb. 'i', 2010.

The agitating won 31—1? (AP PhotoJ'IJauid J.
Phillip}

 
VIDEO

PLAY CBS VIDEO

@katiecouric: Drew Brees
New Orleans quarterback Drew Brees
speaks with Katie Couric about his thoughts going
into the Super Bowl, what the city of New
Orleans has meant to him and his Tamily,the

possibility of a political future, and explains "-

 
STORIES
In Big Easy, a Party Worthy of Mardi Gras
NI-L Head: Lockout "Not Good tor
Anybody"

PHOTO ESSAY
Super Bowl XLIV
The New Orleans defeat the
Indianapolis Colts :51 -1 r in Super
Bowl KLIV'.

 

CBSSports.com: Super Bowl Blog

Brees tied a Super Bowl record with 32 completions, the last a 2-
yard slantto Jeremy Shockeyforthe winning points with 5:42
remaining, and was chosen the game's MVP.

"We just believed in ourselves and we knewthat we had an entire
city and maybe an entire country behind us," Brees said. "What
can I say? Itried to imagine what this momentwould be like for a
long time and it's betterthan expected."

A surprise onsrde kick sparked the second-halt
comeback. Their 25th-ranked defense made several key stops,
and Tracy Porter's Tel-yard interception return on a pass from
Manning, ofall people, clinched it.

Manning tried tn give chase, hiitwas blocked by a New Orleans:
defender and fell awkwardly as the cornerback raced by. The four-
time NFL MVP forlornlywalked to the sideline as the Big Easy
celebrations began.

"It's time forthe to celebrate," he said. "It's theirr'ield and
it's their cliarripiurisliip."

Related links and stories from CBS News and CBS Sports:
'- In Big Easy, a Party Worthy of Mardi Gras

Complete Super Bowl Coverage from CBSSports.com
" '5 Watch the Super Bowl Commercials

History of Super Bowl Champions, MVPs

 

Videos:

CBSSports.com Video: Playing for the City
3 CBSSports.com Video: Colts Have New Orleans Ties

CBSSports.com Video: Super Bowl Media Day Recap

An NFL embarrassment for much oftheir 43 years, the
fnnthall renaissance, led hy Brees and coach Bean Payton,
climaxed with Shockey's touchdown and Lance Moore's 2-point
conversion catch, originally ruled incomplete but overturned on
Payton's challenge.

Porter's pick, just as dramatic as his interception ofBrett Favre's
pass to force overtime iii the NFC title game, was the garrie's urily
turnover. It's one Manning will forever regret.

The (1 5-3) won three postseason games this winter alter
winning onlytvvo in the previous 42 years. They beat Arizona, Minnesota and Indianapolis (15-3)- all division
winners - fortheirl’irsttitle, scoring 10? points and allowing only 59.

The championship came 4‘»; years alter Hurricane Katrina ravaged New Orleans, making the "
 

:_' nomads for the

2005 season. There even was some doubtthey would return, but the NFL refused to abandon. the city. The
Superdome was repaired and the Szatnfivvon the NFC South in '05, theirflrst season with Brees and Payton.
Thnttunn thn nnnnnn Mnnninm ann hir- nnlu C‘iinnv Dnuul Lin l-v-ml thn Pnlt‘n t'nunvnril hu : nnlnl‘h in fi-nnt fnr miinh n1’
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Thatwas the season Manning won his only Super Bowl. He had the Colts, favored by 5 points, in frontfor much of
this one, but New Orleans' league-leading offense, which scored 510 points this season, outscored Indy 31-? after
falling behind 10-0. That matched the biggest comeback in a Super Bowl.

Payton held the Vince Lombardi Trophy high over his head and ran into the end zone toward several hundred fans
chanting the rally cry: — say gonna beat dem

Nobody can say it now.

"Everybody back in New Orleans gets a piece ofthis trophy," he said.

"I thinkl could kiss him," ownerTom Benson said.
 

Before many ofthe T4,BSS fans got settled following the Who's halftime show, the _ worked a little football
voodoo. Garrett Hartley's onside kick was touched bythe Colts' Hank Baskett, then recovered by Chris Beis atthe
New Orleans 42.

"l justtold our guys youve got to make me look good on this," Payton said. "That really becomes like a turnover."

Looking like the NFL's most potent offense, the seized the opportunity to take theirfirst lead. It came on
Pierre Thomas' brilliant 1 E-yard run with a screen pass, capped by a dive into the end zone.

Manning simply shrugged, found Dallas Clarkfor 45 yards on a TS-yard drive, and Joseph Addai used a spin move
a figure skaterwould enwto score from the 4.

But thatwas it for Indy.

Hartley, the hero ofthe NFC title game with his 40-yard field goal in OT, made a 4T-yarder later in theth_i\rd_period.
After Matt Stoyerwas wide left on a 51-yarder early in the final quarter, Brees led the biggest drive in _ " ' 

Manning looked sharp on the Colto'firottwo series, taking them 53 yards to a SS yard field goal by Stovor, at 42 the
oldest player in Super Bowl history.

Then Manning led a SE-yard,11-play drive that appeared almost routine, even though ittied the longest march in a
Super Bowl. Addai rushed for 53 yards on the series, and Manning found Pierre Garcon behind backup cornerback
Osama Young forthe 19-yard score on third down.

New Orleans couldn't match that, but did get a 46-yard field goal by Hartleyto make it 10-3. Brees was sacked on
third down byAll-Pro defensive end Dwight Freeney, who sure looked frisky despite ligament damage in his right
ankle that made his availability uncertain fortwo weeks.

Then indy's defense, ranked 18th during the season but staunch in the playoffs, really showed some power. After
the _‘ marched T1 yards. including 40 yards on two receptions by Marques Colston. New Orleans had third-
and-goal at the 1. Mike Bell slipped running right behind All-Pro guard Jahri Evans, and Thomas was stacked up at
the line by Gary Brackett and Clint Sessions on fourth down.

Butthe Colts went againsttype and ran three times, leaving 35 seconds forthe league's most prolific offense to get
in position for Hartley's 44-yard field goal and a more manageable ‘lB-B halftime deficit.

Shootout? More like a slowdown. Indy had two three-and-outs and New Orleans had one.

Butthe points came quickly after halftime - mostlyforthe

Odds and Ends:

Queen Latifah sang "America the Beautiful" before the game. Carrie Underwood sang the National Anthem. The
Who performed during the halftime show.

In New Orleans, police said they expected a huge party in the French Quarter and beefed up patrols to handle the
large crowds.
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Perhaps in a plea for diyine intewention, worshippers at St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans were greeted Sunday.. . New Orleans Saints Sho
pyaflag proclaimingthe SW'NFC Championship. pNew Orleans Saint Super Bowl XLIV

Champions Merchandise &Apparel.
The flag was flying along with the US. flag oyerthe front door ofthe cathedral, located in the French Quarter. ltwas FootbaHFanamS CDmISaims Cham 55
just another sign ofthe feyerthat gripped the city before the Saints Super Bowl appearance against the
Indianapolis Colts.

All oyerthe city, thousands ofreyelers at Mardi Gras parades wore jerseys, sweatshirts, hats and coats in black and
gold-theteam colors.
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l'm at a loss as to why New Orleans would choose a slogan, that broadcasts their illiteracy. lye
neyer heard a more idiotic and uneducated slogan in all my life. Go to school, New Orleans!
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Replytothiscomment ‘ v

 .-.'-. whudatbaby' -.:. -=I-'=.- - .' '. J-

A little angry ellnnsmithen'? The_slogan has henn arniind fnryears, Flynn hefnre the
were a team in the NFL. The spelling ofthe word represents the way people in New Orleans
pronounce "th". Much like peoples accents around the world, to put it into words, you have to alterthe

spelling. Your ignorance amazes me. The world champions are the New Orleans fiafi'tslnlllll

at; v

‘5'.- whodatbaby  

And in case you were wondering about my education, lwentto high school, college and medical
school in New Orleans.

 ellensmithee -' -.’-."- '-'--'

I'm at a loss as to why New Orleans would choose a slogan, that broadcasts their illiteracy. lye
never heard a more idiotic and uneducated slogan in all my life. Go to school, New Orleans!

Replytuthiscomment A

  mary—miami =- '

Congratulations lthoughtthey couldntwin, but they did it!
Nice to have some good news for a change. The press did a greatjob ofpre-game coyerage too...Thank you
free Press!

Replytothiscomment ‘. v

raydernationi'a.:.'-.=.-t: .-:: " '- '- 1- "‘31

Congratulations to my hometown!!! The City ofNew Orleans, is rolling right now. Bourbon Street is rocking, no
riots, no mayhem, no property damage, this is New Orleans. "Laiflez le bon temps le rouler" looselytranslated,
"LetThe Good Times Roll EIaby"

Replyfn this nnmmen‘l A

U_S_l]rug_Addic‘t -=' - =_ if '::. :I-' :?-.-=

Great game, butthe halflime showwas lame,
who invited these fosils to play anyways.

Replytothiscomment ‘

3;'.-' retiredgustau .: -'=  
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They didn‘t want any wardrobe malfunctions.

  

  

say A it

-; U_S_Drug_flddict >= 9.-

Thats what i figured, but at some point some ofthese bands need to give it up.

“is. ‘ v

bajajohm -'--:. . :2: _ :. . E..:

Dem_peeple be drinkin for a month...aint even gonna work.

Replyto this comment £3?)- ‘. w

:'.---' SueZeeeQue .- .«. '::': :: :-..:‘.--. _' :-:

_?!

Replyto this comment ‘ v

' Hosheen :1 .-:-  

Whatwas sad for me was Queen Latifah's horrible rendition ofAmerica the Beautiful and the site ofso many
mistaking itforthe national anthem. How sad so many-Americans are so ignorant oftheir own country.

Bread and circuses yes, but education and real patriotism? Gone, gone, gone.

Replytuthiscomment 1%. A *-

 .- retiredgustau .F=.=.I.- 1' I.-2

We need to get rid ofthe Star Spangle Elanner , which is almost impossible to sing ,and replace itwith
something more meaningful like "America the Beautiful".

SoCalSuperSage -  

lGreatforthe We;

EIutteIl me whatthe heck is Obama on the Super Bowl pregame... Hayen‘twe seen enough ofEIHO ........ ..

Talk about being oyerexposed.

Replytothiscomment ‘. v

 SueZeeeQue =-'.: 3' t '=- :.-".
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. uuuhvuuquu ..

Get overyour hate and move on with your pathetic life.

‘s. A *9

Dmmugo "

"Saints, Iv'ii'in Super Elovvl"

Did they do itvao government subsidies?

Seriously, oustanding game Saint's. Outstanding.

Replytothiscomment I; it.
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The NFL tries to claim 'M’!’ from “Si-ibis fans
Grimm-Hula: Chris Chase. Doug Farrar. Kevin Sullivan.ByChris Chase
Mark Pesayento, Shane Bacon, Kerry Rhodes. Jay Busbee,
Elrett Michael Dykes.

 
Report: Reid is aboutthe only
one who wants to keep McNabb
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That seems like an awful lot ofmoneyto giye
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—?—?— say dey gonna claim trademark rights over a two-word phrase popularized
by beleaguered fans ofone ofthe teams playing in this week's Super Bowl?

The NFL, apparently.

The chant popularized by New Orleans fans is under siege this week from the NFL. The
Wall Street Journal explains:

The NFI asserted rights to ["_"] earlierthis week through the Florida Department of State,
and it has issued cease-and-desist orders against New Orleans vendors who sell grater; memorabilia
adorned with the wording. It informed vendors that using the phrase is likely to "confuse the

purchasing public into believing that your items" are sponsored by the NFL.

New Orleans locals are outraged and suspicious. The NFL, they contend, never cared about the

quirky chant when the football team was dubbed the 'Aints a few decades ago, or after it was ousted
from its home stadium in 2005 by Hurricane Katrina and finished 3-13.

There are two ways to react to this news:

1. Once again, the man is sticking it to the little guy: The big, bad NFL doesn't care about its fans, it

just cares about making money. Why should a corporate behemoth that rakes in billions annually care that
some shopkeeper in Jefferson Parish is selling a T-shirt for $13.95? Is this really going to put the NFL in

the red? And what about some compassion forthe people ofNew Orleans and everything that theyve been

through?

2. Yes, it's lame. But the NFL has to protect its trademarks: You can't sell a "Just Do It" T-shirt for long
without getting a letterfrom Nike lawyers or open up a place called "Mick E. Mouse" and not drawthe

wrath ofDisney. What's different about Sure, today it's New Orleans but tomorrow it's vendors
in 32 NFL cities. Futhermore, the reason people in New Orleans didn't knowthat they weren't allowed to

sell T-shirts is because nobody wanted them until the team went to the Super Bowl. (Note: You
can‘t write it on your bandwagon either.) And the phrase was sort of poached from the Cincinnati Bengals
who, in turn, had actually adapted it from a cringe-wonhv source.

Look, ltake shots at Poger Goodell's NFL more than most. I've written here many times that I believe the
league's greed will eventually lead to its demise. Stuff like this only feeds that perception. But the NFL isnt

wrong here. You can't sell NFL-related merchandise without a licensing agreement. This isn't up for debate.

It's not like the league is saying that it owns the phrase That's the attractive story and headline,
but not the truth. The NFL is contending that vendors can‘t sell already-illegal gear with the phrase

written on it. Call it parsing if you want, but there's a legitimate difference. Both are greedy. Only
one is unjustifiany so.

Other popular stories on Yahoo! Sports:
- EX-SUbSlllUtE teacher now playing in Super Bowl
- Why the PGA owes star golfer an apology

- Goalie's over-the-top hockey mask for Olympics
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fi ‘- F'ostedm- Bert Splenda -'r1.'1r.I'-e:.-El1. 331'So Chris... according to your logic, anyone thinking up and chanting anything, then printing that original
thoughtto do with a pro football team on a tee shirt is infringing on the NFL's copyright? __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
That's amazing logic Chris, and it's certainly clearyou never spoke with a copyright attorney regarding __ .. ._ _. .. .. .. .. .. ..
the matter.

Wow, NFL moguls payyou anything to come up with such conyoluted illogical patently (no pun
intended) logic'?
Case law?

Legatprecendents?
Case law?
ldidn'tthink so. - - i

You're atrip Chris. YAHOO!RPnDTR RHnP

(provided by MyBIogLogj:
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fl Poster: by Buddha Mo; " 'They can sell the shirt ifitjust says "Who Dat?" right? It only becomes an issue lfit uses "Saints" orthe
logo,yes?

Poster; Phil M Mon Feb (:1. EMS 6.05 gm- EST Pepofifibuse

Actually, the league is right here. Its when you combine the "who dat' with the golffleur—de-lis (sp'?) and
the word "saints" that the league has issue with it
Print a shirtthat says "who dat' and they wont say a word. The NFL owns the Gold fleur de lis, the term
saints in connection with NOLA, etc. So they can claim that. Slapping "Who Dat" on there is just apart of
the latest craze.

Who Dat isn‘t protected... So you can use that.
Yes "bucs can since" there is case law and precedent here. "How BoutThem Cowboys" wasn't
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a I”: II”,

res "pucs can srnce" there is case law and precedent here. "How UDUI inem uownoys' wasm
copyrighted and you could use that on hats for a shorttime, butwhen you put a blue starwith it its
illegal use ofa copyright.
Guess why...

Fifi-pol". fiat-use  "-: -'= Incredibly_Disrespected -'
2m...... ..

Twp-orifihuis -'|ncredib|y_Disrespected :-.~.'.:-I- .2: - . 

2m...... .. Slaow day. Chris Chase????

F-‘s-[inr‘ mum. *.- ='; -'= 'w Hater Fuel E-u: ': 'i. -'!'I .!=.'

What about who the hell is dat does that count

ikec-rJ-tAL-use 
Oh and bucs fan no one is impressed byyour attemptto pretend you know the law

Ste-port Jar-use  ='-: -'= Rickie Namuro .'.-:-

Iu‘blho dat saythey don‘t giye a rat's a$$'?

' ’t: 552- i'fi-po-tALfiJas  -' bass i.”--:-.I=-." '.i'i .

finally someone else recognizes theyjacked it from the bengals.

F-ceportfi'r-use  ::'- J'onjohnny : -'

the saints have no claim to it anyway, it's a college cheer dating backto the '50s. and in the NFL, the
bengals were using theiryery—similar"who dey' cheer a couple years before the saints started the
eyen-less-grammatically-correct"who dat"...

.5 :-_v Don Squeek .'=’.. ?.'.=’.:I- -I-";E: .- :_-.’:'.' Hep-art “{Iufir 

Roger Goodall is ruining the sport offootball. One day at a time. This guy cares nothing forthe fansI he
cares about money no matter how manytraditions he destroys in the process. Fans should be calling
forhis head!

i'tnr..'|I1 m.:.;.—.
  

What a terrible comparison to Just Do It". "Just do it" was created by marketing people that Nike paid
and is therefore trademarked, as opposed to "Who Dal“ which was said about a team in a NFL
stadium. So ifanyone says anything cleyer in a NFL stadium does the NFL own that?
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' -- Brody " '1 . .“I ' '- !'-:t=.:n|t:'«buse

Checkthis out.... ..this is unbelieyable...just anotherwayforthe NFLto make money...i'm from New
orleans and the phrase gained popularity oyerthe last 3 years....and it is correctthatthe NFL could
care less about the saints 6-1 0 years ago or any chant Saint's fans attributed to the team...but new
since the Saints are in the Super Bowl and gained national attention the NFL decides to take from the
people ofNew Orleans a chantthat originated in our cityto make more money...... ..GO F#&@"$#
FIGURE

L.“ - '-‘.aoml.'<tnis-'.- :5 5- .: _-._3. .Kevin 3.:

Is Chris a professional troll'?

_. Hem-‘1.- ' " Her-nailluuse
Who cares who dat isll

' '2 -'-_5 ' -RedE|one :. _': =.i._ i" :.r "-zwnll Mules

This is pretty dumb, they should look into this further and see where the real slogan "Who Dat“ REALLY
startedlllllll

(serum. Jar-use ----.--:.-::--keyin ..:_---'- -

Yes it is pathetic thatthe NFL is trying to make more moneythan whatthey already do forthis saying. I
would like to point outthough that this saying is not original. The New Orleans fans stole this saying
from the Bengals fan who came up with this years ago Even before the Chicago bears came ou twith
their lame song. "Who Dey, Who Dey, Who Dey think gonna beat dem Elengals!" That is the original.
You would thinkthat Saint's fans could come up with something that is original and their own. So don‘t
fight oyer some thing you stole in the first place. GO COLTS!

Dennis ' ,'-="' 1 ',' Q9|:IJ|rJ-ihll.:-S_-

Once again, Chase the Saints hating D-bag writes another blog worthy ofPerez Hilton... and Yahoo
keeps pissing away salary on him.

;',. : :: . scotch .. '. :..':"1. import htluse

F*ckthe NFL and their corporate greed. Hey vendors, just print "Who Bat“ and put a SILVER or RED or
SLACK Fleur de Lis and there's nothing they can do.
Plus, ifthe public knows the shirts are illegal, they'll pay more forthem.

' i-' '. , Reality Hater : -_ ', '. ': 'E :'..: ' :": i'wpo'lfilfiiie

I grew up in Louisiana and "Who Dat!" is part ofour culture. When the Saints sucked, they didn‘t eyen
care. Now, the NFLwants to capitalize on our saying since we made itto the Super Bowl.
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WHO DAT was started at least 1 BB years ago. It was first adapted into sports byAlcorn in the Tfl's... It
has been the battle cryfor numeros high schools and colleges. NFL can suck it. lftheywantto saythat
they own, "WHO DATI" they might as well say they own jambalya, Gumbo, or Laissez lee hon temps
rouler! Are they going to try and claim that they own the waye next?

 "=1 hy Stacey A |= r; Feb 01 . 251E: 5:45 prr ‘- F-tep-mAh-use
 This Is BS and you guys should be ashamed oryourselr. Whats wrong are you guys an’rald the Saints

are going to win the SuperBowl? I hope they do!!! What about Brett Farye's "pants on the ground" I dont
see you guys doing anything aboutthat. The NFL should stop being so greety. Giye me a breakthis is
just STUPID.

  

 

-.-=:cl by EMANON Nor! Psi;- L11. I .‘E'JiEI EE:-'L£-. Report fibusa

post#2 that is a scamand you know it ! Who Dat'?

2d ted by wheaux dat .’ RepoltAL-use 

The Bengals have no claim to this. It is a southern thing. lwas chanting this in New Orleans in junior
high in the Tfl's (Who dat say dey gonna beat dem [Gregory] gatorsl).
So. puhleeze . ..
And to the NFL-
back off- you have no rightto stop Who dat, Who dey orwhateyer!
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To: S&CO Enterprises, LLC (thecreolecat@aol.com)

Subject: U.S. TRADEMARK APPLICATION NO. 77946002 - WHO DAT CAT - N/A

Sent: 3/15/2010 5:24:34 PM

Sent As: ECOM114@USPTO.GOV

Attachments:

                                                                
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING YOUR TRADEMARK APPLICATION

 
Your trademark application (Serial No. 77946002) has been reviewed.   The examining attorney assigned by the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) has written a letter (an “Office action”) on 3/15/2010
to which you must respond (unless the Office letter specifically states that no response is required).  Please follow
these steps:
 
1. Read the Office letter by clicking on this link
http://tmportal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow?DDA=Y&serial_number=77946002&doc_type=OOA&mail_date=20100315 OR go to  
http://tmportal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow and enter your serial number to access the Office letter.  If you have difficulty accessing the
Office letter, contact TDR@uspto.gov.  
                                         
PLEASE NOTE: The Office letter may not be immediately available but will be viewable within 24 hours of this e-mail notification.
 
2. Contact the examining attorney who reviewed your application if you have any questions about the content of the Office letter (contact
information appears at the end thereof).
 
3. Respond within 6 months, calculated from 3/15/2010 (or sooner if specified in the Office letter), using the Trademark Electronic Application
System (TEAS) Response to Office Action form. If you have difficulty using TEAS, contact TEAS@uspto.gov. 
 

ALERT:
 

Failure to file any required response by the applicable deadline will result in the ABANDONMENT (loss) of your application.
 
Do NOT hit “Reply” to this e-mail notification, or otherwise attempt to e-mail your response, as the USPTO does NOT accept e-mailed
responses. 
 
 

mailto:thecreolecat@aol.com
http://tmportal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow?DDA=Y&serial_number=77946002&doc_type=OOA&mail_date=20100315#tdrlink
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow
mailto:TDR@uspto.gov
http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageD.htm
mailto:TEAS@uspto.gov
http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/trademark/abandonment.htm

