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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE (USPTO)
OFFICE ACTION (OFFICIAL LETTER) ABOUT APPLICANT’S TRADEMARK APPLICATION

 
    APPLICATION SERIAL NO.       85503117
 
    MARK: CRAPITOL HILL 
 

 
        

*85503117*
    CORRESPONDENT ADDRESS:
          CARL J. SPAGNUOLO
          MCHALE & SLAVIN, P.A.      
          2855 PGA BLVD
          PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410-2910    
            

 
CLICK HERE TO RESPOND TO THIS LETTER:
http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/teas/response_forms.jsp

 
 

 

    APPLICANT:           Parodies LLC
 

 
 

    CORRESPONDENT’S REFERENCE/DOCKET NO :  
          4085U.000003        
    CORRESPONDENT E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
           ustrademarks@mchaleslavin.com
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STRICT DEADLINE TO RESPOND TO THIS LETTER
TO AVOID ABANDONMENT OF APPLICANT’S TRADEMARK APPLICATION, THE USPTO MUST RECEIVE APPLICANT’S COMPLETE
RESPONSE TO THIS LETTER WITHIN 6 MONTHS OF THE ISSUE/MAILING DATE BELOW.
 
ISSUE/MAILING DATE: 5/24/2012
 
Upon further review of the application the following refusal is now issued.  The examining attorney apologizes for any inconvenience to the
applicant.
 
Section 2(a) – Disparagement
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark consists of or includes matter which may disparage or bring into contempt or disrepute
persons, institutions, beliefs or national symbols.  Trademark Act Section 2(a), 15 U.S.C. §1052(a); see In re Squaw Valley Dev. Co., 80 USPQ2d
1264, 1267-79 (TTAB 2006); Harjo v. Pro-Football, Inc., 50 USPQ2d 1705, 1740-48 (TTAB 1999), rev’d , 284 F. Supp. 2d 96, 125, 68 USPQ2d
1225, 1248 (D.D.C. 2003) (finding “no error in the TTAB’s articulation of [the Section 2(a)] test for disparagement”), remanded on other
grounds, 415 F.3d 44, 75 USPQ2d 1525 (D.C. Cir. 2005), and aff’d , 565 F.3d 880, 90 USPQ2d 1593 (D.C. Cir. 2009), cert. denied, 130 S. Ct.
631 (2009); TMEP §§1203.03, 1203.03(c).
 
The following two factors must be considered when determining whether matter may be disparaging under Trademark Act Section 2(a):
 

(1)  What is the likely meaning of the matter in question, taking into account not only dictionary definitions, but also the relationship of
the matter to the other elements in the mark, the nature of the goods and/or services, and the manner in which the mark is used in the
marketplace in connection with the goods and/or services; and

 
(2)  If that meaning is found to refer to identifiable persons, institutions, beliefs or national symbols, whether that meaning may be

disparaging to a substantial composite of the referenced group.
 
In re Squaw Valley Dev., 80 USPQ2d at 1267 (citing Harjo, 50 USPQ2d at 1740-41); TMEP §1203.03(c).
 
The attached evidence shows that “Capitol Hill” refers to the institution known as the U.S. Congress.  “CRAP” is defined as “Vulgar: 
excrement; an act of defecation”.  “CRAPITOL HILL” refers to the institution in a disparaging manner because it belittles the institution that
is crucial to making our democratic system of government work.  The U.S. Congress, or Capitol Hill, “keeps an eye on the executive branch,
advances an agenda based on its members' understanding of what the country needs, polices its members' behavior” and in general provides
the policy-making function that our Founders envisioned. Further, it makes an objectionable statement about the institution and holds it up to
ridicule and contempt.  See attached dictionary definitions and evidence referring to Capitol Hill as referring to the institution of the U.S.
Congress. 
 
Alternatively, the mark must be refused under Section 2a as scandalous because it is an offensive and vulgar term. 
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark consists of or includes immoral or scandalous matter.  Trademark Act Section 2(a), 15
U.S.C. §1052(a); see TMEP §1203.01. 
 
The words “immoral” and “scandalous” may have somewhat different connotations; however, immoral matter has been included in the same
category as scandalous matter.  TMEP §1203.01; see In re McGinley, 660 F.2d 481, 484 n.6, 211 USPQ 668, 673 n.6 (C.C.P.A. 1981) (Because
of the court’s holding that appellant’s mark was scandalous, “it [was] unnecessary to consider whether appellant’s mark [was] ‘immoral.’
 [The court] note[d] the dearth of reported trademark decisions in which the term ‘immoral’ [had] been directly applied.”).
 
To be considered “scandalous,” the evidence must show that a mark would be considered shocking to the sense of decency or propriety, giving
offense to the conscience or moral feelings, or calling out for condemnation.  In re Mavety Media Grp. Ltd., 33 F.3d 1367, 1371, 31 USPQ2d
1923, 1925 (Fed. Cir. 1994); In re Wilcher Corp., 40 USPQ2d 1929, 1930 (TTAB 1996); see TMEP §1203.01. 
 
A mark is immoral or scandalous when the evidence shows that a substantial composite of the general public (although not necessarily a
majority) would consider the mark to be scandalous in the context of contemporary attitudes and the relevant marketplace.  See In re The
Boulevard Entm’t, Inc., 334 F.3d 1336, 1340, 67 USPQ2d 1475, 1477 (Fed. Cir. 2003); In re Luxuria s.r.o., 100 USPQ2d 1146, 1148 (TTAB
2011); TMEP §1203.01. 
 
In this case, applicant seeks registration of CRAPITOL HILL for “Decorative magnets and refrigerator magnets; Paper and printed matter,
namely, books, coloring books, pictures books, comic books, posters, calendars, placemats of coated paper, greeting cards, stickers, decals,
stationery, art images, namely, art prints; 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional works of art made of coated papers and cardboard; 2-dimensional and



3-dimensional works of art made of plastic; vinyl placemats; Clothing for men, women and children, namely, shirts, t-shirts and tank tops,
headwear, dresses, skirts; Parlor games, board games; playing cards.”  The attached evidence from a search on the Google search engine shows
the word “crap” is “a vulgar term for defecating”.  Therefore, the word “CRAP” is scandalous because it is vulgar and offensive.
 
Evidence that a mark is vulgar is sufficient to establish that the mark is scandalous or immoral within the meaning of Trademark Act Section
2(a).  In re The Boulevard Entm’t, Inc., 334 F.3d 1336, 1340, 67 USPQ2d 1475, 1477 (Fed. Cir. 2003); In re Luxuria, s.r.o., 100 USPQ2d 1146,
1148 (TTAB 2011); see TMEP §1203.01. 
 
Dictionary definitions alone may be sufficient to show that a term is vulgar if multiple dictionaries, including at least one standard dictionary,
uniformly indicate that the term’s meaning is vulgar, and the applicant’s use of the term is clearly limited to that vulgar meaning.  See In re The
Boulevard Entm’t, Inc., 334 F.3d at 1341, 67 USPQ2d at 1478 (holding 1-800-JACK-OFF and JACK-OFF scandalous where all dictionary
definitions of “jack-off” were considered vulgar); Boston Red Sox Baseball Club LP v. Sherman, 88 USPQ2d 1581, 1588 (TTAB 2008) (holding
SEX ROD in stylized form scandalous where multiple dictionary definitions of “rod” characterized that term vulgar, such that when preceded by
the word “sex” denoted only one meaning); TMEP §1203.01.
 
Therefore, the mark is refused under Section 2(a).
 
 
Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusal(s) by submitting evidence and arguments in
support of registration.
 
Response
 
If applicant has questions regarding this Office action, please telephone or e-mail the assigned trademark examining attorney.  All relevant e-mail
communications will be placed in the official application record; however, an e-mail communication will not be accepted as a response to this
Office action and will not extend the deadline for filing a proper response.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.191; TMEP §§304.01-.02, 709.04-.05.  Further,
although the trademark examining attorney may provide additional explanation pertaining to the refusal(s) and/or requirement(s) in this Office
action, the trademark examining attorney may not provide legal advice or statements about applicant’s rights.  See TMEP §§705.02, 709.06.
 
 
 

/Andrea P. Butler/
Andrea P. Butler
Trademark Attorney
L.O. 102
571-272-7491
andrea.butler@uspto.gov

 
TO RESPOND TO THIS LETTER:  Go to http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/teas/response_forms.jsp.  Please wait 48-72 hours from the issue/mailing
date before using TEAS, to allow for necessary system updates of the application.  For technical assistance with online forms, e-mail
TEAS@uspto.gov.  For questions about the Office action itself, please contact the assigned trademark examining attorney.  E-mail
communications will not be accepted as responses to Office actions; therefore, do not respond to this Office action by e-mail.
 
All informal e-mail communications relevant to this application will be placed in the official application record.
 
WHO MUST SIGN THE RESPONSE:  It must be personally signed by an individual applicant or someone with legal authority to bind an
applicant (i.e., a corporate officer, a general partner, all joint applicants).  If an applicant is represented by an attorney, the attorney must sign the
response. 
 
PERIODICALLY CHECK THE STATUS OF THE APPLICATION:  To ensure that applicant does not miss crucial deadlines or official
notices, check the status of the application every three to four months using Trademark Applications and Registrations Retrieval (TARR) at
http://tarr.uspto.gov/.  Please keep a copy of the complete TARR screen.  If TARR shows no change for more than six months, call
1-800-786-9199.  For more information on checking status, see http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/process/status/.
 
TO UPDATE CORRESPONDENCE/E-MAIL ADDRESS:  Use the TEAS form at http://www.uspto.gov/teas/eTEASpageE.htm. 
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Did’ you know: Hippopotomon strosesquippedalic-phobia is a real word with a funny definition.
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9"-3P‘ '49 [krap]L"i :::_;_=;crap-ping.noun
1. Vulgar .a. excrement.

b. an act of defecation.

noun, verb, cra pped,

2. Slang: Sometimes Vulgar.
a. nonsense; drivel.
b. falsehood, exaggeration, propaganda, or the like.

3. refuse; rubbish: junk; litter: W:'l'l'3,iouc1eor1upti1arcro,o.'
verb {used without object)
4. Vulgar . to defecate.
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So is absquatulate. Does it mean:Crap is one of our favorite verbs.
Q-If
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Word Dynamo Rating For Crap

People who can define Crap may
know 8,054 words.
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Nutrition as unique
as your pet.
Compare your pet‘: food D
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Use Dictionary comfasterwithout ads >>

slang NU Al.|‘ll'|:H I I::ilN|:icrap out Cut the crapl
crap—|ist shoot the crap
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verb [used with object)5. Slang: Son-1et1‘mesVuIgar. to talk nonsense to; attempt todecewe.
Verb phrases
6. crap around, Slang: Sometimes Vulgar .

a. to behave in a iooissh or siily manner.
b. to avoid work.

7. crap on, Siang: Sumefima Vulgar .
a. to treat badI\,r, especiaw by humiiiating, 'rnsuItrrIg, or

5I-1gIvLing.
h. to cause misery, misfortune, or discomfort.

B. crap up, Siang: Sometimes Vuigar. to batch, ruin, or
cheapen: make a mess of.

Olubin:
1375-1425; Iate Middie English cap chaff < Middle Dutch (not
recorded until 16th century] Hague anything cut off or separated

_____. I-‘In .. . .7. r‘.-“Ag.--I-5?-1'I:I'%.Rr-;\|'u'IPI
3. crap out,

a. AIso cafled seven out. [in the game of craps) to
throw a 7 rather than make one’.-5 point.

b. Slang I to abandun a project, activity, eI:c., because of
E, cowardice, e)d1austion, foes of enthusiasm, etc.

c. Slang I to break a promise or fair to fulfill a duty or
obfigation; renege.

Origin:
1835-45, ; back formation from crags

E.-Icl!ur‘ar5.cI:rn LIranr~d:_:ec
Base’: on the Random House D::ncr'ary. Q Rancurn House. Inc 2012.
Cite Wars Source I L-n‘».Tc crap

World English Dictionary
crap ‘ (haw) E
— n

1.aIosingthrowinI:hegameuicra:;rs
2. another name for crags

4-: FlEI3EI'|T

CoItr.1:

Search dictionary

crapped
Cut the crapi

Idioms 8. Phrases
crap
cut the comedy (crap)
ful-I of crap
F MORE

Matching QLIOIE

take 3 crap

"Its the oldest esmblllehedperrnanent
floating crap game in New York"
-fra nk Lcresser
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1. the small hill in Washington, D.C., on which the Capitolstands.

2. Informal. the Us. Congress. -
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Capital Hill‘, Waslington, site of the United States Capitol
first Known Use: 1935

Rhymes with CAPITOL HILL

Buffalo Bill, ivoryblll, over- the- hill, run- of- the- mill
——,————— ———— _;——~, — —— — — — — ——— —————— ——r ——

Fire! Known Use: 1935

Rhymes with CAPITOL HILL

Buffalo Bill, ivorybill, ove r- the- hill, run- of- the- mill
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Why bicameral congress is important in the
united states?

heipi
3 years ago P Report Abuse

Best Answer — Chum by Voters
The Founders of the United States of America tool: into special consideration the
function and composition of the United States Congress.

The first chamber of congress, the House of Representatives. is a directly
representative body whose distribution attempts to directly minor that of the general
population. This chamber of congress is elected to two year terms and all
congressional elections are simultaneous unless thereis a special election.

The Ser1ate_ in contrast. grants two seats to each state_ holding six year terms each.
with the intent of tempering the popular passions that the House of Representatives
embodies. Every two years. approximately one third ofthe Senate is elected by direct
electron. Prior to the Sevententh Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States, Senators were elected by state legislatures.

The importance of bicameral legrsiature is such that hills which are produced are done
in such a manner as to best represent the wiil ofthe people and the will afthe states.
The hicamerei nature of congress attempts to ensure that both groups, states and
rndwidual crtizens. are adequately represented.

Bills. which are required to pass successfully before each chamber separately before
reconciliation injoint committee. are therefore ensured (or at least intended to be
ensured) a level ofconstitutional faith and good intent to all parties involved.
Iiyeers and I3 Report Abuse
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1 I don't usually just throw urikipadia out, but this is a good se1ecLicm and will infirm you
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Public Criticisms of Congress

Criticisms of congress c°"|Q|'E§51°"3| “|'|'|E”"9

1. Members of Congress are a bunch of crooks
2. Members of Congress don‘t level with people.
3. There's too much porK—barrel spending by Congress.
=1. Members of Congressiust bicker and don't get anything done.
5. Ordinary people can't have an impact.  
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6. Congress conducts too many trivotous investigations.
7. Congress has no relevance to my life.
8. It really doesn't matter whether we have a Congress or not.
9. Congress can't think tong term.
10. Merrmcrs of congress compromise too much.
11. Tnere‘s too much money in pooitics these days.
12. Members don't iisten to their constituents.
13. The tegistative proce_ss is too complicated.
14. Poiitical campaigns are too nasty.
15. Congrem is run by a few big intere_st groups.

Hetpfut Hint

You may want to conduct a wtioie—ciass dascussion and mate sure that students understand
the repiies to each criticism. Ask voiunteers to summarize the mam points of each reply
[listed beiow). Then have students discm-as their reactions.

D Members of Congress are a bunch of crooks.

Everyone knows about the Members of Congress who have done something wrong,
but they are few and far between. In generat Members of Congress are remanrabty
honest. For one thing. modern ethics rules are extreme-iy strict.

D Members of Conqrfi don‘t ievel with Deopie.

Members ot Congress are undera tot oi pressure when they answer questions. when
they are retuctant to answer questions, it may be because: a.) They do riot want to be
ofiensive to their constituents; D) They are "I1 the process of sensitive negotiatioins and
they want to further their was instead of making enemies; or (2) They are stningiing
with tots of questions and dont tmow the answer to everything iron: the top of their
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heads.

D There's too much ponc—Darrei seq by Congress.

Port:—t:arret spending is actualiy just a very small percentage of tederai finding.
Most federal spending goes to Social Security, Medicare, and military expenditures.

D Members ot Congress just bicker and don't get anything done.

Members ot Congress represent a diverse group of peopte, and they debate and
mate sure that every community is represented. The media show the contirct that
occurs in Congress, but the media do not show the negotiations that come tater and
mad to agreements that get signed mto iaw.

I Urdina I jgute can't ITEWB an fljjfll.

The majority of Members of Congress are rmponsive to il'td’i\t'3d-t.taB. rr you want to
have an impact on Congress, you have to make the efiort. indiviciuats need to learn
how to ask for soecific remedies to Drobterns. to taroet their own reoresentatives in

I Abraham Lincoln 8; D Matcrnw ofa
the R. Q0i'K}ES5i'Dt't£!1 Oongessiorlfl
Disktd‘ Leadership Race
D The oiueinigisan 5 Gulbgrtzssimid
DocI.In1entatI'c1i Project Timetine
} Emuriaicavtoun
Collection

D Jomtsenake-House
Repubitirzan Leadership
Minutes, 1961-68
D The 19635‘ A Mull?-
hledia \fiew from
Cannot" Hill
} #4 Units to Learn
How a Bill Becemes a
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I 'FIiCt!I{_J the Postwar
Wortd: Everett tit.
Dirks.-an Ahmad, 1945'
D Bob Midlel and His
Presidents. Rtdlald
Nitmfl

D Pmmoting me
llangold as NationalFtorat Embtem

I Linderstarrdtrrg
Congessionat
Decisions Through
Vednrs
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how to asr: for specific retredles to prooletns, to target their own representauves in
Congress, to remember that it rs easier to QWE representatives in Congress a new idea
rather than to change their minds on an opinion they've already taken a public stance
on, and to be persistent until you get your views heard.

b Congress conducts too many fnvofous irwestigations.

Investigations are necessary and vitai to democracy. They provide a system of chects.
and balances and keep peopte honest.

I UOFIQTBSS I135 I10 relevance I0 my tile.

Almost everything you do is atfected by what Congress has done. Laws passed by
Congram regulate many ot your activitia, such as driving on highways, breathing
fresh air, and supporting education. Cong ress altocated tunds to provide for your
safety, the murity of our country, and to develop many of the items you use on a
dairy basis.

D It reatiy doesrrt matter whether we have a Congress or not.

congress is needed to heip protect the rights or the rnrnonty. Congress allows people
with different interests in the country to come together and wort: out their differences.

I COFIQTBSS can't H1||'I|( IJLQ term.

Cutrgre-.55 has an elaborate cuultaitlee system. Melntners of committees rrrvite expel ts
from around the wortd to discuafi tong—term issues that confront the nation and the
worid. Congress also has a targe number of lnfonnal groups and caucufi that keep it
current on tong—tenn issues.

D Members OI COWIQIESS C01‘|‘|ptCflfl|9E I00 lT\ll(2I‘I.

There are more than 535 Members of Congress. In order for legislation to pass, the
Members or Congress have to agree. They all come from diherent areas of the
country that don't see hrrngs II the same way, so sometimes they must compromise to
come to a majority agreement.

b There‘s too much money in politics these days.

Politicians and political parties need money to tattle therr case to the public. Money is
necessary, but it does not guarantee that a polrhcran will win an erection. lt is not true
that the candidate with the most money atways wins.

P Members GOI'I"l tisten 10 their constituents.

Must Memtxirs of Congress are very respurrsive to corrstituetrls. Metrtbers vasrt
constituents on a weelciy basis, respond to tenets, and meet ttttflll constihrents visiting
Washington every day Congrms is in Eton.

D The istative rocessrstoo com ticated.
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Congress's procedural system ensures that all points of View will be heard and gives
people the opportunity for thorough and thoughtful analysis of proposed pills, The
complexities help to weed out the unwise or faulty bills.

D Political campaigns are too nasm

Unfortunately. "rt is true that elections have lziecome more negative. Hopefully,
increased public criticism of negative attacks on political opponents will change that
behavior.

I Cori ress ‘is run a few bi interest rou _

interest groups and lobbyists are important to the legislative process. They
provide vital information and expertise on issues and help representatives make
the most efiective decisions for their constituents,

ED Print This Page  
Shar>=«Thi=a _tr- 5 -F

Subscribe

3

Enter E rra1|Add1ess

Participate Contact us

 



httnflvoices yahoo comfimponam:e-congrass-functions-3BE35 html

 

D5i"2r1f2Di2 DB1?’ 3D PM

New User? Register I Sign in I Help Intake ‘(1 tin‘; H«:.n'ieoaga

IQ

EI'lTERTA|Hl‘J|ENT AUTO BUSINESS CREATIVE WRITING HEALTH HOME |l‘.'IFR0l.FEF.'|EI'lT

HISTORY OPINION AND EDITORIAL POLITICS ALL CATEGORIES

Importance of Congress - Functions
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All legislative powers are vested within the
Congress - a two part governmental body
including both the Senate and House of
Representatives. The Senate, a 1 no member
group with 2 senators from each state, is elected
by the people with direct reference to the 17th
amendment. All senators must be at least 30
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years old, a U.S. citizens for at least 9 years, and
be a resident of the state they are elected from.
Their term remains forsixyears and 1X3 ofthe
total Senate is elected every two years. This
allows for a continual change. Ofthe two senators

elected per state, the one elected first is referred to as the senior senator of that state and the other,
junior.
The House of Representatives, comprised of435 members are elected every two years. The number
of representatives per state are determined by total population. The Constitution limits the number
of representatives to not more than one for every 30, one people. Representatives must be at least 25
years, have been a U.S. citizens for seven years and be a resident of the state they are elected from. In
addition to representatives from each of the states, there is a Resident Commissioner from Puerto
Rico and Delegates from the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam and the Virgin Islands.

A Congress lasts for two years. and is divided into two sessions. Both the Senate and House of
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Representatives have equal legislative functions and powers (except the House may initiate revenue
bills) and they are not referred to as the "upper" andlor "lower" houses. The chieffunction of
Cong'r& is the oflaws. This is apecially important to maintain order within a large country.
Without this order, there would be no organization, and it could be assumed that the country could
nctheassuccemifldasitisbeuauseofthisstructlire. Chany'ngI:imescallforchangingla\-us. Witha
conlinual lock on the prment time, repruentatives and senators an update legislation so that it is
imparlfill for what concerns citizens rlaw.

Another important funciion ofthe Congress is the Mvice to their constituents. As people elected
these senators,’representatives, it is seen as a way to speak for them on what they want passai within
Congress. Conslituerrls may phone, email or submit letters to their representalives on issues that they
feel are important. By bringing these issues to attention, these representatives]senators can better
serve their people by attpting to support bills that directly with thae wants. Citizens may
also lobby by their repraentaliva and th‘to support a given cause. This is
some of the many ways that constiruts can influence the power of their elected offieials.

In conclusion, the impact of elected officials creating laws, and thereby, serving their constituents
has been increafingly effective through1ime. In issutm of a economy and continual war,
elected officials can be the voice of their people and attempt to influence change in whatever
direction their cons1ituts wish. This influence allows for somewhat of hope for trim in thatwhat
they have to say can maybe directly affect what is going on in their country, at least ince.
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lithe Congressional Election were to be held today. A8"/o of '3
Americans say that they would vote for the Democrat who l5 ' flr‘running in their district and 36% picked the Republican.
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You might not have nobced, given the media's fascination with the
presidential campaign, buttnere are 435 U.S. House contests and 35 US.
Senate races taking piace this year These are important elections, for even
more reasons than you migntbe hearrng about. indeed, uniess I miss my
guess, the candidates and press in those many contests are bareiy talking
about one otthe most Important issues we1'ar:e:tne roie ofcongress Itself.

r-_fnr_:anmr1ate s_-run o_res|:act_ine_-zongress "no.3

The Iriany of mailers worrying Amencans and absorbing the attention of
congressional candidates Is, of course, long and complex the economy, the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the challenges posed by Iran, the state of
American public education. climate change‘ a |ong—ierm energy policy.
immigration .. Notsurprisingly, many voters wantto hear how Congress cannmramham rmmfinam-‘ml min m hnwrnnrtirfatan. nrnnnna in iraan Jlmn-rim:
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pmted hem from financial rule or how tzndidates propose to keep America
strong. They're less Interested in How Congress lurtcaons.

Yet unless Congress teams hmnr to rea.-iaext its mnsfiunsonal respcnsihrililytn
be the Presidents equal In pohcy—malang, the progress voteys yearn to see
an all those issues will be mud: harderlncbme by This is why, as you listen
to the vanous House and S-eaate candtdates campaugrung for yourwote. I
hope you'll pay attention not only to what they say about1!1e economy or Iraq.
butalsotohow theytatk about Congress itself.

It‘; blunt: the habat bnlh niincumbants and lhnirdiaitangars an recent years to
run tor Congress by running agaarlst the Congress. Ttiey dritidze im prolligate
spenting or is dmnolning ways or its shoddy elhim or the undue influence
of money and lobbyists. These are all moice targets. and they have their
place ll'I Hie campaign debate, but you nave to wonder now longmls
denigation ofcongress can continue lZll}f£)l'l!'-l\l‘l‘tI2I'lC3l'l.S lose their faith in
reores entalive democracy.

There's anolherpalh. and that's toreczognize ttlatcongess is flawed butlhait,
as an lflS’lil1.ll30fl, it needs upholdng and shoring up,no1 stigma.lizing_ A
robust, functional, and assertive Congress is uuorial to making our system
won:

ltneeds to be able to keep an eye Dl'tl§1lE exemlive branctl, advance an
aoerlda based on its members‘ understarldino ofwhat the country needs.
police its members‘ behavior, be me place wllerethe m)ss—currerIts roiling
the Ameiican community meetirl consruclive debate. and in general play the
muscular rote our Founders envisioned {or it in poliqr—ma|u'ng.

It caorlotdb any nfthese things ifit as filled M13’! polflidans who are adept at
matting tl1er'rIselves look good and the Coragess look bad. or who care little
about its inslitutjorlat oowers.

We noticed something interesting as I have moved around the country in
recent months: a lot ofoeonle seem to have caught on no l1Iis.They emress
disappuirllmerll Illa! Conga ears {in dI3(k1dEl-illii.‘-i allowed the White House In
dominate it They fret that the emansion ofpresidential o-ower sought by the
Elush administration has gone too far, and are bewildered by Congress‘
tmudltyin bushmgits own powers. This Is an extremely pmmisiflg
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umtuxy III inlallillglla um: |lUlIt:!.‘.I. sin: :3 mi cum-.-mt.1_1 lnvrulamg
deuvelogment — ifit transmes into an eledorale wilting to toolccarefuliy at how
congessiond candtdases propose to setcongress beckon track. and it
begins to wake up Congress as a whole.

For make no mists ice, this is not just a mallet ofnolilical theory or a tow: for a
good speech on the importance ofconslimlionai checks and basances. it has
to be madicedin me day—io—day workings (fCa|Jik!i Hill

Ilyou ask canddales whether they are infauor ofreasserling congressional
authority, the answer will almost. certainly be yes. But lhafs not enough. What
you wan: to know is wneth er they'll be aggressive in shaping the liederal
budget whelfler Bley believe Con gress has :1 strorlgvuace. along mm the
President's. in dedsring war or pursuing military inlexvenfion overseas.
whether they'll work with their colleagues to develop and fightfor Congress's
own agenda, and not simply respond to the Pre5idenl‘s;whell1er they see lira!
gelling CrIgress's ethical house in order as cruaal to buildng its iflsllhllibflal
skenglh, no! just a mailer ofpolllical expediency.‘ whether they understand
that con gress must be a truly deliberative and oonsensuybuildzflg D0511. not
a place where the rnajority ramxods its wishes livrough un'1ho1:t debate; and
umelzler they understand that violating longstanding and fair prose dure — by
passing sprawllng, mull:'I—lopIc omnibus blH5, for instance — merely hands
me President more power.

If they get all lies. eu-en ifyou disagree on a few policy issues, I lwpe you1l
consider voting for lhem.l1‘lhey're oblnrious and seem unconcerned about
Congress‘ loss of power, men it's worth asking whelher Ih-ey really
understand our constinmonai system oiseuarale and co—etxial branches of
govern ment and In e need to revive Con gress's vigor and dynamism.

(Lee Hamilton is Diredor nllshe Center (:11 Con grass at tnciana University. He
was a member attire U S. House oft-'u'.e preserrlalives for 3-4 years.)
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crap
'30-) Listen L.J See in Thesaurus 1.4 Seem a sentence

Crap is a slang and vulgar term for feces, nonsense or filth. mom;

1. An example of crap is a finding in the litter box.

2. An example of crap is garbage strewn all over the floor.
 

Crab is a vuloar term for defecatina. nrerbi
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To: Parodies LLC (ustrademarks@mchaleslavin.com)

Subject: U.S. TRADEMARK APPLICATION NO. 85503117 - CRAPITOL HILL - 4085U.000003

Sent: 5/24/2012 8:56:37 PM

Sent As: ECOM102@USPTO.GOV

Attachments:

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING YOUR

U.S. TRADEMARK APPLICATION

 
USPTO OFFICE ACTION HAS ISSUED ON 5/24/2012 FOR

SERIAL NO. 85503117
 
Please follow the instructions below to continue the prosecution of your application:
 
 
TO READ OFFICE ACTION: Click on this link or go to http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/tow and enter the application serial
number to access the Office action.
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Office action may not be immediately available but will be viewable within 24 hours of this e-mail notification.
 
RESPONSE IS REQUIRED: You should carefully review the Office action to determine (1) how to respond; and (2) the applicable response
time period. Your response deadline will be calculated from 5/24/2012 (or sooner if specified in the office action).
 
Do NOT hit “Reply” to this e-mail notification, or otherwise attempt to e-mail your response, as the USPTO does NOT accept e-mailed
responses.  Instead, the USPTO recommends that you respond online using the Trademark Electronic Application System Response
Form.
 
HELP: For technical assistance in accessing the Office action, please e-mail
TDR@uspto.gov.  Please contact the assigned examining attorney with questions about the Office action. 

 
        WARNING

 
Failure to file the required response by the applicable deadline will result in the ABANDONMENT of your
application.
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