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NONFINAL OFFICE ACTION

 

The USPTO must receive applicant’s response to this letter within six months of the issue date 
below or the application will be abandoned.  Respond using the Trademark Electronic Application 
System (TEAS).  A link to the appropriate TEAS response form appears at the end of this Office 
action.  

Issue date:  October 26, 2022

The referenced application has been reviewed by the assigned trademark examining attorney. Applicant 
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must respond timely and completely to the issues below. 15 U.S.C. §1062(b); 37 C.F.R. §§2.62(a), 
2.65(a); TMEP §§711, 718.03.
 
SEARCH OF USPTO DATABASE OF MARKS 
 
The trademark examining attorney has searched the USPTO database of registered and pending marks 
and has found no conflicting marks that would bar registration under Trademark Act Section 2(d). 15 
U.S.C. §1052(d); TMEP §704.02.
 
SUMMARY OF ISSUES:
 

Section 2(e)(2) Refusal•
Partial Identification Requirement•

 
SECTION 2(e)(2) REFUSAL- PRIMARILY GEOGRAPHIC REFUSAL 
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark is primarily geographically descriptive of the 
origin of applicant’s goods and/or services. Trademark Act Section 2(e)(2), 15 U.S.C. §1052(e)(2); see 
TMEP §§1210, 1210.01(a).
 
A mark is primarily geographically descriptive when the following is demonstrated:
 

(1)        The primary significance of the mark to the purchasing public is a 
generally known location;

 
(2)        The goods or services originate in the place identified in the mark; and

 
(3)        The purchasing public would be likely to believe that the goods or 

services originate in the geographic place identified in the mark; that is, to make a 
goods-place or services-place association.

 
See Spiritline Cruises LLC v. Tour Mgmt. Servs., Inc., 2020 USPQ2d 48324, at *5 (TTAB 2020) (citing 
In re Nantucket, Inc., 677 F.2d 95, 96-97, 213 USPQ 889, 891 (C.C.P.A. 1982)); see also In re 
Newbridge Cutlery Co., 776 F.3d 854, 860-61, 113 USPQ2d 1445, 1448-49 (Fed. Cir. 2015); In re 
Societe Generale des Eaux Minerales de Vittel S.A., 824 F.2d 957, 959, 3 USPQ2d 1450, 1452 (Fed. 
Cir. 1987); In re JT Tobacconists, 59 USPQ2d 1080, 1081 (TTAB 2001)); TMEP §1210.01(a).
 
The attached internet evidence demonstrates the wording "US" refers to the United States, a generally 
known geographic location.  Moreover, applicant's address and citizenship indicate that applicant's 
goods are provided in the United States. 
 
While applicant has added the wording "COLLECTIVE", the attached internet evidence demonstrates 
the wording "COLLECTIVE" means "of, relating to, or being a group of individuals".  The addition of 
generic or highly descriptive wording to a geographic word or term does not diminish that geographic 
word or term’s primary geographic significance. TMEP §1210.02(c)(ii); see, e.g., Spiritline Cruises 
LLC v. Tour Mgmt. Servs., Inc., 2020 USPQ2d 48324, at *6-7 (TTAB 2020) (holding CHARLESTON 
HARBOR TOURS primarily geographically descriptive of various travel tour and cruise services 
because TOURS is generic for the services and CHARLESTON HARBOR is a well-known harbor in 
Charleston, South Carolina); In re Hollywood Lawyers Online, 110 USPQ2d 1852, 1853-54 (TTAB 



2014) (holding HOLLYWOOD LAWYERS ONLINE primarily geographically descriptive of attorney 
referrals, online business information, and an online business directory).  Here, where applicant has 
added the wording "COLLECTIVE", that wording does not detract from the geographic significance of 
the marks as it merely conveys that applicant's goods are provided by a business group.
 
Goods are considered to originate from a geographic location when the record shows that the goods are 
sold there, manufactured or produced there, packaged and shipped from there, and/or contain a main 
ingredient or component derived from there. See, e.g., City of London Distillery, Ltd. v. Hayman Grp. 
Ltd., 2020 USPQ2d 11487, at *9-10 (TTAB 2020) (holding applicant’s gin originated within or near 
the city limits of London, because it was distilled in London and bottled just outside of London); In re 
Joint-Stock Co. “Baik,” 80 USPQ2d 1305, 1310 (TTAB 2006) (holding applicant’s vodka originated 
from BAIKALSKAYA, a Russian word meaning “from Baikal,” because it was made from the water 
of Lake Baikal and applicant produced various vodkas from a location near Lake Baikal); In re JT 
Tobacconists, 59 USPQ2d 1080, 1083 (TTAB 2001) (holding applicant’s cigars, cigar cases, and 
humidors originated from MINNESOTA because they were packaged and shipped from 
MINNESOTA, and applicant’s business was located in MINNESOTA); TMEP §1210.03.
 
A goods-place or services-place association may be presumed where (1) the location in the mark is 
generally known to the purchasing public, (2) the term’s geographical significance is its primary 
significance, and (3) the goods and/or services do, in fact, originate from the named location in the 
mark. TMEP §1210.04; see, e.g., In re Cal. Pizza Kitchen Inc., 10 USPQ2d 1704, 1705 (TTAB 1988) 
(finding a services-place association was presumed between applicant’s restaurant services and 
California because the services originated in California); In re Handler Fenton Ws., Inc., 214 USPQ 
848, 850 (TTAB 1982) (finding a goods-place association was presumed between applicant’s t-shirts 
and Denver because the goods had their geographical origin in Denver); see also In re Nantucket, Inc., 
677 F.2d 95, 102, 213 USPQ 889, 895 (C.C.P.A. 1982) (Nies, J., concurring) (“[W]e must start with the 
concept that a geographic name of a place of business is a descriptive term when used on the goods of 
that business. There is a public goods/place association, in effect, presumed.” (internal footnote 
removed)).
 
Therefore, as the applied-for mark is primarily merely geographically descriptive, registration is 
refused under Trademark Act Section 2(e)(2).
 
Response Options 
 
The applied-for mark has been refused registration on the Principal Register. Applicant may respond to 
the refusal by submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration and/or by amending the 
application to seek registration on the Supplemental Register. See 15 U.S.C. §1091; 37 C.F.R. §§2.47, 
2.75(a); TMEP §§801.02(b), 816. Amending to the Supplemental Register does not preclude applicant 
from submitting evidence and arguments against the refusal(s). TMEP §816.04.
 
However, a mark in an application under Trademark Act Section 1(b) is not eligible for registration on 
the Supplemental Register until an acceptable amendment to allege use under 37 C.F.R. §2.76 has been 
filed. 37 C.F.R. §§2.47(d), 2.75(b); TMEP §§815.02, 1102.03. When a Section 1(b) application is 
successfully amended to the Supplemental Register, the application effective filing date will be the date 
applicant met the minimum filing requirements under 37 C.F.R. §2.76(c) for the amendment to allege 
use. TMEP §§816.02, 1102.03; see 37 C.F.R. §2.75(b).
 
Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusal by 



submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration. However, if applicant responds to the 
refusal, applicant must also respond to the requirement set forth below.
 
PARTIAL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT 
 
THIS REQUIREMENT APPLIES TO THE GOODS SPECIFIED HEREIN ONLY 
 
Temporary technical issue with U.S. Acceptable Identification of Goods and Services Manual (ID 
Manual) in USPTO application forms. On the date your application was filed, the USPTO was 
experiencing a technical issue with the ID Manual used in the initial application form in the USPTO’s 
Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS). While this issue has since been corrected, this 
application includes classification and/or identifications of goods or services from outdated versions of 
the ID Manual that are not currently acceptable at the USPTO. These unacceptable classification and/or 
identifications must be amended to agree with current requirements in the 2022 versions of the Nice 
Agreement Eleventh Edition and the ID Manual. See Nice Classification, 11th ed., version 2022 (Nice 
11-2022); TMEP §1402.04. See elsewhere in this Office action for this requirement(s). The USPTO 
appreciates applicant’s patience and assistance in correcting these errors.
 
For TEAS Plus applications, no additional processing fee is required to correct the classification and/or 
identification. See 37 C.F.R. §2.22(c).
 
The wording “Body and beauty care preparations” in the identification of goods is indefinite and must 
be clarified because applicant must specify further what the preparations are. See 37 C.F.R. §2.32(a)(6); 
TMEP §1402.01. Applicant may substitute the following wording, if accurate:
 
Class 3:  Blush; Cologne; Cosmetics; Foundation; Lipstick; Makeup; Mascara; Body and beauty care 
preparations, namely, body balm; Deodorant for personal use; Eye liner; Eye shadow; Eyebrow 
cosmetics; Hair color; Hair dye; Hair masks; Hair styling preparations; Lip balm; Lip gloss; Skin 
cleansers; Skin lotion; Skin masks; Skin toners; Skin care preparations, namely, body balm; Skin 
moisturizing gel; Body oil; Body scrubs; Facial concealer; Facial scrubs; Hair shampoo; Make-up 
powder; Make-up primer; Nonmedicated hair treatment preparations for cosmetic purposes; Non-
medicated skin serums; Non-medicated preparations all for the care of skin, hair and scalp; Scented 
body spray; Skin bronzer
 
Applicant may amend the identification to clarify or limit the goods and/or services, but not to broaden 
or expand the goods and/or services beyond those in the original application or as acceptably amended. 
See 37 C.F.R. §2.71(a); TMEP §1402.06. Generally, any deleted goods and/or services may not later be 
reinserted. See TMEP §1402.07(e).
 
For assistance with identifying and classifying goods and services in trademark applications, please see 
the USPTO’s online searchable U.S. Acceptable Identification of Goods and Services Manual. See 
TMEP §1402.04.
 
RESPONSE GUIDELINES 
 
Please call or email the assigned trademark examining attorney with questions about this Office action. 
Although an examining attorney cannot provide legal advice, the examining attorney can provide 
additional explanation about the refusal and requirement in this Office action. See TMEP §§705.02, 
709.06.

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/nice/en
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The USPTO does not accept emails as responses to Office actions; however, emails can be used for 
informal communications and are included in the application record. See 37 C.F.R. §§2.62(c), 2.191; 
TMEP §§304.01-.02, 709.04-.05.
 
How to respond.  Click to file a response to this nonfinal Office action.

 
 

/Teague Avent/
Teague Avent
(571) 272-1219
teague.avent@uspto.gov

 
 

RESPONSE GUIDANCE

Missing the response deadline to this letter will cause the application to abandon.  The 
response must be received by the USPTO before midnight Eastern Time of the last day of the 
response period.  TEAS maintenance or unforeseen circumstances could affect an applicant’s 
ability to timely respond.

•

Responses signed by an unauthorized party are not accepted and can cause the application to 
abandon.  If applicant does not have an attorney, the response must be signed by the individual 
applicant, all joint applicants, or someone with legal authority to bind a juristic applicant.  If 
applicant has an attorney, the response must be signed by the attorney.

•

If needed, find contact information for the supervisor of the office or unit listed in the 
signature block.

•

https://teas.uspto.gov/office/roa/
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/abandoned-applications
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/abandoned-applications
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/filing-online/filing-documents-during-outage
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-maintaining-trademark-registration/responding-office-actions
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/abandoned-applications
https://rdms-tmep-vip.uspto.gov/RDMS/detail/manual/TMEP/current/TMEP-600d1e2068.html
https://www.uspto.gov/trademark/contact-trademarks/other-trademark-contact-information
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Coordinates: ( 40°N 100°W
Main page Severalterms redirect here. For other uses, see America (disambiguation), US (disambiguation), USA (disambiguation), The United States ofAmerica (disambiguation) and United States (disambiguation).Contents

The United States of America (U.S.A. or USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S. or US) or America,is a country located in North America. It consists of 50 states, a federal district, five major unincorporated 3 =
Current events - : ial United States of AmericaRandom article territories, nine Minor Outlying Islands,” and 326 Indian reservations.It is the third-largest country by both land andtotal area."' The United States shares land borders with Canadatoits north and with Mexico to its south. It has
About Wikipedia Maritime borders with the Bahamas, Cuba, Russia, and othernations.with a population of ever 331 million,it is the third most populous country in the world. The national capital is Washington, D.C., and the most populous CI
oe Seeeoueerare  —Se
Donal Paleo-aboriginals migrated from Siberia to the North American mainiandat least 12,000 years ago, and advancedcultures began to appear later on. These advanced cultures had almost completely deciined bythe time __—
Contribute Europeancolonists arrived during the 16th century. The United States emergedfrom the Thirteen British Colonies when disputes with the British Crownovertaxation andpolitical representationled to the American Revolution Flag et
Help (1765-1784), which established the nation's independence. In the late 18th century, the U.S. began expanding across North America, gradually obtaining newterritories, sometimesthrough war, frequently displacing Native coeOram
Lear to edit Americans, and admitting new states. By 1848, the United States spanned the continent fromeast to west. The controversy surrounding thepracticeof slavery culminatedin the secessionof the Confederate States of America, MoH agCommunity portal which fought the remaining states of the Union during the American Civil War (1861-1865). With the Union's victory and preservation, slavery was abolished by the Thirteenth Amendment. peregete -Recent changes Other traditional mottos:! [show]
ee By 1900, the United States had becomethe world's largest economy, and the Spanish-American War and World War | established the country as a world power. After Japan's surprise attack on Pearl Harbor in 1944, the U.S. reentered World WarII on the Allied side. The aftermath of the warleft the United States and the Soviet Union as the world's two superpowers. During the Cold War, both countries engagedin a struggle for ideological dominance
Tools but avoideddirectmilitary conflict. They also competed in the Space Race, which culminatedin the 1969 American spaceflightthatfirst landed humansonthe Moon. Simultaneously, thecivil rights movementled to legislation
What links here abolishing state and local Jim Crow laws andothercodified racial discrimination against African Americans. The Soviet Union's dissolution in 1991 endedthe Cold War, leaving the United States as the world's sole superpower.|
Related changes The September 11 attacks in 2001 resulted in the United States launching the war on terror, which included the War in Afghanistan (2001-2021) and theIraq War (2003-2011). ZA = 8Special pages ‘
pancet ne TheUnited States is a federal republic with three separate branches of government, includinga bicameral legisiature. It is a liberal democracy and market economy; it ranks high in international measures of humanrights, quality £
Page information oflife, income and wealth, economic competitiveness, and education; andit has low levels of perceived corruption. It has high levels ofincarceration and inequality, allows capital punishment, andlacksuniversal health care. As a
Cite this page melting pot of cultures and ethnicities, the U.S. has been shaped by centuries of immigration ; :Wikidata item

The United States is a highly developed country, and its economy accounts for approximately a quarterof global GDPand is the world’s largest by GDP at market exchangerates. By value, the United States is the world's largest \ eePrintexport importer and second-largest exporter. Although it accountsforjust over 4.2% of the world's total population, the U.S. holds over 30% ofthe total wealth in the world, the largest share held by any country. The United States is a
Download as PDF founding memberof the United Nations, World Bank,International Monetary Fund, Organization of American States, NATO, and is a permanent memberof the United Nations Security Council. The country makes up more than a a

Printable version third of globalmilitary spending andis the foremost military powerin the world and a leading political, cultural, and scientific force. 3In other projects Contents [hide] @show globe(states and D.C. only)Oshow the U.S. and its territories,
Wikimedia Commons 4 Eymology sant
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%* Espatiol 2.7 Cold War and late 20th century Ethnic groups By race:(*)Francais (2020)°0718) 61.6% White
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4.5 Law enforcementand crime Religion (2021)"! 63% Christianity—40% Protestantism

   
5 Economy —21% Catholicism

5.1 Income and poverty —2% Other Christian: 29% No religion5.2 Science,technology, and energy 6% Other
5.3 Transportation 2% Unanswered

6 Demographics Demonym(s) ‘AmericantIt01
5 Tis Bopalabon: Government Federal presidential
62 Language constitutional republic
6.3 Religion * President Joe Biden* Vice President Kamala Harris
Eo ancien +House Speaker Nancy Pelosi65 Health ef Justice John Roberts
6.6 Education Legistature Congress

7 Culture and society * Upper house Senate
74 Literature and visual arts * Lower house House ofRepresentatives7.2 Cinema and theater
7.3 Music Independencefrom GreatBritain+ Declaration July 4, 1776
ede “Confederation March 1, 17817. Food -Treaty of Pans September 3, 1783
7.6 Sports * Constitution June 21, 1788+ Last state August 21, 1959

8 See also eaned
9 Notes a10 References + Total area 3,796,742 sq miay
11 Further reading (9,833,520 km?y1(Brd{dl)
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Etymology PopulationFurther information: Namesofthe United States, Namesior United Statescitizens, Naming of the Americas, Americas § Terminology, and American (word) * 2021 estimate 4 331,893,745°109)+ 2020 census 334,449.28481141 ard)
Thefirst known useof the name "America" dates to 1507, whenit appeared on a world mapproduced by the German cartographer Martin Waldseemiiller in Saint Dié, Lorraine (now northeastern France). On his map, the name * Density 871sq mi (33.6/km2)is shown in largeletters on what would now be considered South America, honoring Amerigo Vespucci. The Italian explorer was the first to postulate that the West Indies did not represent Asia's eastem limit but were part of a (485th)
previously unknown landmass. 761271 in 1538, the Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator used the name "America"to refer to the entire Western Hemisphere.24] " GDP (FPP) 2022 estimate |* Total 4825.03 trillion!
The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States ofAmerica" dates from a January 2, 1776 letter written by Stephen Moylan to Joseph Reed. George Washington's aide-de-camp. Moylan expressed his wish to go 2nd)
“with full and ample powersfrom the United States of America to Spain" to seek assistance in the revolutionary wareffort °S159151] The first known publication of the phrase "United States ofAmerica” was in an anonymous essay|» Per capita 4.875,17919 cathyin The Virginia Gazette newspaper in Williamsburg, on April 6, 1776.27)SRRSKSomEaeEE~~~

 

GDP(nominal) 2022 estimate
The second draft of the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, prepared by John Dickinson and completed nolater than June 17, 1776, declared "The nameof this Confederation shall be the 'United States of * Total 4. 825.03 trition!"®! (1st)
America’."93] Thefinal version ofthe Articles, sent to thestates for ratification in late 1777,stated that "TheStile of this Confederacy shall be ‘The United States of America’."4] in June 1776, ThomasJefferson wrote the phrase ace £875,179") (8th), |
“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’in all capitalizedletters in the headlineof his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence 4I This draft of the documentdid not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear Gini (2020) 446.9078)
whetherit was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation 59) fan

HOI (2021) 409211171
The phrase "United States" wasoriginally plural in American usage. It described a collection of states—e.g.. "the United States are..." The singular form became popularafter the end of the Civil War and is now standard usage. A very high-2istcitizen of the United States is called an "American". "United States", "American", and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word "American"rarely refers to topics or subjects not. |= a
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Further information: Native Americansin the United States, Prehistory of the United States, and Pre-Columbian era
It is generally acceptedthat the first inhabitants of North America migrated from Siberia by wayofthe Beringland bridge and arrived at least 12,000 years ago: however, some evidence suggests an even earlier date of arrival 51571941
The Clovis culture, which appeared around 11,000 BC,is believed to represent the first wave of humansettlementof the Americas.°9'4°! This waslikely the first of three major wavesof migration into North America: later waves.
broughtthe ancestors of present-day Athabaskans,Aleuts, and Eskimos[1]  



Over time, indigenous cultures in Norn America grew increasingly complex, and some, sucn as the pre-Columbian Mississippian Culture in the southeast, developed advanced agriculture, arcnitecture, and complex societies." Ine
city-state of Cahokia is the largest, most complex pre-Columbian archaeologicalsite in the modern-day United States.“*l in the Four Corners region, Ancestral Puebloan culture developed from centuries of agricultural
experimentation !“4l The Haudenasaunee, located in the southern Great Lakes region, was established at somepoint betweenthe twelfth andfifteenth centuries. “5! Most prominentalong the Atlantic coast were the Algonquian tribes,
who practiced hunting andtrapping, alongwith limited farming [5  Estimating the native population of North America during European contact is difficult [*71!49 Douglas H. Ubelakerof the SmithsonianInstitution estimated a population of $3 thousandin the SouthAtlantic states and a population of 473, Cliff Palace, located in present-day ©
thousandin the Gulf states,but most academics regardthis figure as too low.!*7! Anthropologist Henry F. Dobyns believed the populations were much higher, suggesting around 1.1 million along the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, 2.2 Colorado, was built by the Ancestral
million people living between Florida and Massachusetts, 5.2 million in the Mississippi Valley andtributaries, and around 700,000 peoplein the Florida peninsula 471441 Puebloansbetween AD 1190 and1260.
Europeansettlements

Further information: Colonialhistory of the United States
Claims of very early colonization of coastal New England by the Norse are disputed and controversial. The first documented arrival of Europeansin the continental United States is that of Spanish conquistadors such as Juan Ponce de
Leén, who madehis first expedition to Florida in 1513 [tation needed] The |talian explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano,sent by Franceto the New World in 1525, encountered native inhabitants of what is now New York Bay.°l Even earlier,
Christopher Columbushad landed in Puerto Rico on his 1493 voyage, and San Juan was setiled by the Spanish a decade later!*" The Spanishsetup the first settlements in Florida and New Mexico, such as Saint Augustine, often
considered the nation'soldestcity,®2! and Santa Fe. The French establishedtheir own settlements along the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico, notably New Orleans and Mobite_#]
Successful English settlement of the eastem coast of North America beganwith the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown and with the Pilgrims’ colony at Plymouth in 1620,{541155] The continent's first elected legislative assembly,
Virginia's House of Burgesses, was founded in 1619. Harvard College was established in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1636 asthefirst institution of higher education. The Mayflower Compact and the Fundamental Orders of
Connecticutestablished precedents for representative self-governmentand constitutionalism that would develop throughoutthe American colonies °°] any English settlers were dissenting Christians wha came seekingreligious 
freedom.In 1784, the Russians werethe first Europeans to establish a settlementin Alaska, at Three Saints Bay." The native population of America declined after Europeanarrival for various reasons, 5218951] primarily fromMayflower ll, a replica of ine aoriginal Mayfiower, docked at diseases such as smallpox and measles 97189)

Plymoutty, Massachusetts In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to foad shortages. disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often fighting neighboring tribes and European settlers. In many
cases, however, the natives and settlers came to depend on eachother. Settlers traded for food and animalpelts: natives for guns, tools and other European goods.'°“! Natives taught manysettlers to cultivate com, beans, and other

foodstuffs. European missionaries and othersfelt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural practices and lifestyles[551156] However, with the increased European colonization of North America, Native Americans were
displaced andoften killed during conflicts [7]
Europeansettlers also began trafficking African slaves into Colonial America via thetransatlantic slave trade {58Because ofa lowerprevalence oftropical diseases and better treatment, slaves had a muchhigher life expectancy in North
America than in South America, leading to a rapid increasein their numbers. 2° Colonial society was largely divided overthereligious and moral implications ofslavery, and several colonies passed acts for or against the practice!"171
However, by the tum of the 18th century,African slaves had supplanted European indentured servants as cash crop labor, especially in the American South 1731
The Thirteen Colonies!that would becomethe United States of America were administered bythe British as overseas dependencies.“ all nonetheless had local governments with elections open to mostfree men_/75! with very high birth
rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly, eclipsing Native American populations.!7°! The Christian revivalist movement ofthe 1730s and 1740s known asthe Great Awakening fueled interest both in
religion andin religious liberty."
During the Seven Years! War (1756—1763), knownin the U.S. as the French and Indian War, British forces captured Canadafrom the French. With the creationof the Province of Quebec, Canada's francophonepopulation would remain
isolatedfrom the English-speaking colonial dependencies of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland andthe Thirteen Colonies. Excluding the Native Americanswho lived there, the Thirteen Colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about a
third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was suchthat by the 1770s only a small minority ofAmericans had been born overseas_”*! The colonies' distancefrom Britain had allowed the development of
self-government, but their unprecedented success motivated British monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority. 123)

 
Theoriginal Thirteen a

Independenceand early expansion Colonies (shownin red) in4775
Main article: History of the United States (1789-1849)
Further information: American Revolution and Territorfal evolution of the United States

The American Revolution separated the Thirteen Colonies from the British Empire, and wasthe first successful war of independence by a non-European entity against a European powerin modern history. By the 18th century the
American Enlightenmentand the political philosophiesofliberalism were pervasive among leaders. Americans began to develop an ideology of "republicanism", asserting that governmentrested on the consentof the governed. They
demanded their "rights as Englishmenand “no taxation without representation""**" "°59¢] The British insisted on administering the colonies through a Parliamentthatdid not havea single representative responsible for any
American constituency, andthe conflict escalatedinto war. 9
in 1774, the First Continental Congress passed the Continental Association, which mandated a colonies-wide boycott of British goods. The American Revolutionary War beganthe following year, catalyzed by events like the Stamp Act
and the Boston Tea Party that were rootedin colonial disagreementwith British governance !°#9"0" "°24°°] The Second Continental Congress, an assembly representing the United Colonies, unanimously adopted the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, 1776 (annually celebrated as Independence Day).5" In 1781, the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union established a decentralized governmentthat operated until 1789.°"1 A celebrated early turn in
the war for the Americans was George Washington leading the charge to cross the frozen Delaware Riverin a surprise overnight attack on Christmas 1775. Anothervictory at the Battle of Saratoga resulted in the capture of a British

 
Declaration of Independence,a =painting by John Trumbull, depicts the

 
Committee of Fivel™!presenting the army contingent, and led to France. and Spain jaining in the war againstthe British. After the surrenderof a secondBritish armyat the Siege of Yorktownin 1781, Britain signed a peace treaty. American sovereignty became
draft of the Declaration to the intemationally recognized, and the new nation was granted substantial territory eastof the Mississippi River, from whatis today Canadain the north and Florida in the south, [*"etien needed)Continental Congress, June 28, 1776,
in Philadelphia. Asit becameincreasingly apparentthat the Confederation was insufficientto govern the new country, nationalists advocatedfor andled the Philadelphia Convention of 1787in writing the United States Constitutionto replaceit, ratifiedin state conventions in 1788. Goinginto force in 1789, this constitution reorganized the governmentinto a federation administered by three equal branches(executive, judicial and legislative), on the principle of creating salutary checks.

and balances. George Washington, whohadled the Continental Armyto victory, wasthefirst president elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights, forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms and guaranteeing a range
of legal protections, was adopted in 1791 7! Tensions with Britain remained, however, leadingto the Warof 1812, which was foughtto a draw /*9)



Although the federal governmentoutlawed American participation in the Atlantic slavetrade in 1807,after 1820. cultivation ofthe highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South, and along withit, the useof slave labor!*4I85184 The Second Great Awakening,
especially in the period 1800-1840,convertedmillions to evangelical Protestantism.In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism:7! in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized amongslave populations !8°!
In the late 18th century, American settlers beganto expand further westward, someof them with a sense of manifest destiny. The 1803 Louisiana Purchase almost doubled the nation's area,®*! spain ceded Florida andother Gulf
Coastterritory in 1819,!9°)the Republic of Texas was annexed in 1845 during a period of expansionism," and the 1846 OregonTreaty with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest.!°2] aqditionally, the Trail of
Tears in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy that forcibly resettled Indians. This further expanded acreage under mechanicalcultivation, increasing surplusesfor international markets. This prompted a long series of
American Indian Wars westof the Mississippi River from 1810 to at least 1890.9! and eventually, conflict with Mexico.!°4! most of these canflicts ended with the cession of Native Americanterritory and their confinementto Indian
reservations. Victory in the Mexican-American Warresulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession of California and much of the present-day American Southwest,and the U.S. spannedthe continent 9551 The California Gold Rush of 1848—
4849 spurred migration to the Pacific coast, which led to the California Genocide!?”! and thecreationofadditional western states.°* Economic development was spurred by giving vast quantities of land, nearly 10%ofthetotal area of
the United States, to white Europeansettlers as part of the Homestead Acts, as well as makingland grantsto private railroad companies and colleges"!Prior to the Civil War, the prohibition or expansionof slavery into these
territories exacerbated tensions over the debate around abolitionism. After the American Civil War, new transcontinental railways made relocation ea: for settlers, expanded internaltrade, and increased conflicts with Native
Americans,{199]

 

Ci il War and Reconstruction era
Main article: History of the United States (1849-1865)
Further information: American Civil War and Reconstruction era
See also: Lost Cause of the Confederacy

irreconcilable sectional conflict regarding the enslavementof Africans and African Americans ultimately led to the American Civil War. fon With the 1860 election of Republican Abraham Lincoln, conventions in eleven slave states
declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America, while the federal government(the "Union") maintained that secession was unconstitutionalandillegal. 197] on April 12, 1861, the Confederacyinitiated military conflict
by bombarding Fort Sumter, a federal garrison in Charleston harbor, South Carolina. This would be the spark of the Civil War, which lasted for four years (1861-1865) and becamethe deadliest military conflict in American history. The
war would result in the deaths of approximately 620,000 soldiers from both sides and upwards of 50,000civilians, almostall of them in the South.!1°1
Reconstruction beganin earnestfollowing the war. While President Lincoln attempted to fosterfriendship and forgiveness between the Union andthe former Confederacy. his assassination on April 14, 1865 drove a wedge between
North and South again. Republicansin the federal government madeit their goal to oversee the rebuilding of the South and to ensurethe rights ofAfrican Americans. They persisted until the Compromise of 1877, when the
Republicans agreed to cease protecting the rights of African Americans in the South in order for Democrats to concede the presidential election of 1876. Southem white Democrats, calling themselves "Redeemers’, took control of the
South after the end of Reconstruction, beginning the nadir of American race relations. From 1890 to 1910, the Redeemersestablished so-called Jim Crow laws, disenfranchising mostblacks and some impoverished whites throughout
the region. Blacks would face racial segregation nationwide, especially in the South.!"°4] They also occasionally experienced vigilanteviolence, including lynching,!1°°)
Further immigration, expansion, and industrialization

Main article: History of the United States (1865-1918)
Further information: Economichistory of the United States, Immigrationto the United States, and Technological andindustria! history of the United States

In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants from Souther and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of laborfor the country's industrialization andtransformedits
culture!National infrastructure, including telegraph and transcontinental railroads, spurred economic growth and greater settlement and developmentofthe American Gid West. Thelater
invention ofelectric light and the telephone wouldalsoaffect communication and urbanlife.{1°8

The U.S. Virgin Islands were purchased from Denmarkin 1917.["21 
Film by Edison Studios showing

 
Territorial acquisitions of the UnitedStates between 1783 and 1917
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Mainland expansionalsoincluded the purchaseofAlaska from Russia in 1867 !'°5l in 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew the Hawaiian monarchy and formedthe Republic of Hawaii, which the U.S. annexed in 1898.
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines were ceded by Spain in the same year,following the Spanish-American War!'"®] American Samoa was acquired by the United States in 1900after the end of the Second SamoanCivil War!!!

Rapid economic development during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoonslike Cornelius Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, and Andrew Carnegie led the nation's progress in
the railroad, petroleum, and steelindustries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan playing a notable role. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest!''9) These dramatic changes were

immigrants disembarking at Ellis Island accompanied by growinginequality and social unrest, which prompted therise of organized labor alongwith populist, socialist, and anarchist movements.'""4I This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era, which
in New York Harbor, which served a3 a saw significant reforms including women's suffrage, alcohol prohibition, health and safety regulation of consumer goods, the rise of labor unions, and greater antitrust measures to ensure competition and attention to workermajor entry point for European conditions (""S1(1#81{#17]immigration into the U.s {198

World War|, Great Depression, and World WarII
Main article: History of the United States (1918-1945)
Further information: United States in World War |, Great Depressionin the United States, and Military history ofthe United States during World WarIt

The United States remained neutral from the outbreakof World War | in 1914 until 1917 whenit joined the war as an “associated power"alongsidetheAllies of World War|, helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers.In 1919,
President Woodrow Wilson took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations. However, the Senate refused to approve this anddid notratify the Treaty of
Versailles that established the League of Nations 1!)
Aroundthis time, millions of rural African Americans began a mass migration from the South to northern urbancenters; it would continueuntil about 1970.!""! In 4920, the women's rights movement won passageofa constitutional
amendmentgranting women's suffrage '?" The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio for mass communication and the invention ofearly television. |"! The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties ended with the Wall Street Crash of
1929 and the onset of the Great Depression. The Empire State Building was the world's tallest skyscraper when it opened in 1931, during the Depression era. At that sametime, the United States Congress adopted The Star-Spangled
Banner as the country's official national anthem. After his election as president in 1932. Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with the New Deal. [21 The Dust Bow! of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a 



new waveof western migration [175]
At first neutral during World War Il, the United States in March 1941 began supplying materiel to the Allies. On December7, 1941, the Empire of Japan launchedasurprise attack on Pearl Harbor, prompting the United Statesto join
the Allies againstthe Axis powers, andin the following year, to intern about 120,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans''?4I"'25] The U.S. pursued a "Europefirst" defensepolicy,!'7°! leaving the Philippines, an American colony,
isolated and aloneto fight Japan's invasion and occupationuntil the U.S.-led Philippines campaign (19441945). During the war, the United States was oneof the "Four Powers"'?7] who met to plan the postwar world, along with
Britain, the Soviet Union, and China.!"26l"25] The United States emergedrelatively unscathed from the war, and with even greater economic and military influence [30]
The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods and Yalta conferences, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was wonin Europe, a
1945 international conference held in San Francisco produced the United Nations Charter, which became active after the war!'?"] The United States and Japanthen fought each otherin the largest navalbattle in history. the Battle of
Leyte Guit.!"21123] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons and used them on Japanin thecities of Hiroshima and Nagasakiin August 1945; the Japanese surrendered on September2, ending World War 1 [1411351
Cold Warandlate 20th century

Main articles: History of the United States (1945-1964), History of the United States (1964-1980), History of the United States (1980-1991), and History of the United States (1991-2008)
After World War Il, the United States financed and implementedthe Marshall Planto help rebuild western Europe; disbursementspaid between 1948 and 1952 would total$13 billion ($115 billion in
2021).!34l also at this time, geopolitical tensions between the United States and Soviet Unionled to the Cold War, driven by an ideological divide between capitalism and communism ''37] They
dominated the military affairs of Europe,with the U.S. and its NATO allies on one side and the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pactallies on the other[1381 The U.S. often opposed Third World movements
that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored, sometimes pursuing direct action for regime change againstleft-wing governments !"2°l american treops fought the communist forcesin the Korean Warof 1950—
1953,!'49l and the U.S. becameincreasingly involvedin the Vietnam War (1955-1975), introducing combatforces in 1965.!'*Their competition ta achieve superior spaceflight capability led to the:
Space Race, which culminatedin the U.S. becomingthefirst nation to land people on the Moonin 1969.'"4"! while both countries engagedin proxy wars and developed powerful nuclear weapons, they
avoideddirect military conflict.''34)
‘At home, the U.S. had experienced sustained economic expansion, urbanization, and a rapid growth ofits population and middleclassfollowing World War Il. After a surge in female labor participation
aroundthe 1970s, by 1985, the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed,'"*"l and construction of an Interstate Highway System transformedthenation's transportation infrastructure in
decades to come_!"#I['441 n 1959, the United States admitted Alaska and Hawaii to becomethe 49th and 50thstates,formally expanding beyond the contiguous United States.!45]
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The growing civil rights movement used nonviolence to confront racism, with Martin Luther King Jr. becoming a prominentleaderand figurehead.!"**] President Lyndon B. Johnson initiatedlegislation that led to a series of policies addressing
poverty andracial inequalities, in what he termed the "Great Society”. The launch of a "War on Poverty" expandedentitlements and welfare spending, leading to the creation of the Food Stamp Program, Aid to Families with Dependent
Children, along with national health insurance programs Medicare and Medicaid.!*7l 4 combination of court decisions andlegislation,culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968, madesignificant improvements [*48I491[1591 njeanwhile, a
counterculture movement grew, which wasfueled by opposition to the Vietnam War, the Black Power movement, and the sexualrevolution!" The women's mavementin the U.S. broadenedthe debate on women'srights and made gender

equality a major social goal. The 1969 Stonewallriots in New York City marked the beginningofthefledgling gay rights movement [152153]
The 1970s andearly 1980s saw the onsetof stagflation. The United States supportedIsrael during the Yom Kippur War: in response. the country faced an oil embargo from OPEC nations, sparking the 1973 oil crisis. After his election,
President Ronald Reagan respondedte economicstagnation with free market-oriented reformsandinitiated the more aggressiverollback strategy towards the Soviet Union {'4"'55] During Reagan's presidency, the federal debtheld
by the public nearly tripled in nominalterms, from $738billion to $2.1 trillion {"55) This led to the United States moving from the world's largest international creditor to the world’s largest debtornation {'57] Reagan's presidency also saw
strong growth in GDP and a significant reductionin inflation !58l"59] The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 ended the Cold War,!"82ll'61E12] ensuring a global unipolarity!"®*) in which the U.S. was unchallenged asthe world's
dominant superpower.!"4]
Due to the dot-com boom,stable monetary policy, and reduced social welfare spending. the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion in modem U.S.history. Eigst Fearing the spread ofinstability from the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, in
August 1991, President George H. W. Bush launched andled the Gulf War againstIraq, expelling Iragi forces and restoring the Kuwaiti monarchy.!"861 Beginning in 1994, the U.S. signed the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), causing trade among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico to soar{197]
21st century

Wain articles: History ofthe United States (1991-2008) and Historyofthe United States (2008-present)
On September 11, 2001, al-Qaedaterrorist hijackers flew passenger planesinto the World Trade Center in New YorkCity and the Pentagon near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 peopte_!"®! in response, President George W.
Bush launched the Waron Terror, which included a nearly 20-year war in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021 and the 2003-2011 Iraq war!"®9l'7l Governmentpolicy designed to promoteaffordable housing!" "] widespread failuresin
corporate and regulatory governance,''72! and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reservel'”®l led to a housing bubble in 2006. This culminatedin the financialcrisis of 2007-2008 and the Great Recession, the nation's
largest economic contraction since the Great Depression"! until the COVID-19 recessionstarting in 2020 [1751
Barack Obama, the first multiraciall'”©! presidentwith African-American ancestry, was elected in 2008 amidthefinancialcrisis.'"77) By the end ofhis second term, the stock market, median household income and net worth, and the
numberof persons with jobs wereall at record levels, while the unemploymentrate was well below thehistorical average. [17511 7S1l160116111182] His signature legislative accomplishment was the Affordable Care Act (ACA), popularly
known as "Obamacare" It represented the US. healthcare system's most significant regulatory overhaul and expansion of coveragesince Medicare in 1965. As a result, the uninsured share of the population was cutin half, while the
numberof newly insured Americans was estimated to be between 20 and 24 million [183] After Obama served two terms, Republican Donald Trump waselected as the 45th president in 2016. His election is viewed as one of the
biggest political upsets in American history.!"*4l Trumpled the United States through the first waves of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The early 2020s saw the country become more divided, with various social issues sparking debate and protest. The murder of George Floyd in 2020led to widespread civil unrest in urban centers and a national debate about police
brutatity.!"°5I The nationwide increasein the frequencyof instances and numberof deaths related to mass shootings addedto the societal tensions ['®*! Gn January 6, 2021, supporters of the outgoing president, Trump, stormed the
U.S. Capitol in an unsuccessful effort to disrupt the Electoral College vote count that would confirm Democrat Joe Biden as the 46th president.''®71 In 2022, the Supreme Court ruled thatthereis no constitutional right to.an abortion,
causing another waveofprotests across the country and stokinginternational reactions as well."'85! Despite these divisions, the country has remainedunified against Russia after Vladimir Putin's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, with
politicians and individuals across thepolitical spectrum supporting arms shipmentsto Ukraine and manylarge American corporations pulling out of Russia and Belarus altogether.!16%1
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Geography
 

Main article: Geography of the United States
— scnasananeceaaia The 48 contiguousstates and the District of Columbia occupy a combined area of 3,119,885 square miles (8,080,470 km?). Of this area, 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940 km?)is contiguousland, composing 83.65% of total U.S. land

? area.!'S0I1181] About 15% is occupied by Alaska, a state in northwestem North America,with the remainder in Hawaii, a state and archipelago in the central Pacific, and the five populated but unincorporated insularterritories of Puerto
Rico, American Samoa, Guam,the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S.Virgin Istands.!"92] Measured byonly land area,the United Statesis third in size behind Russia and China, andjust ahead of Canada,!?99) The United States is the world’s third- or fourth-largest nation by total area (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and nearly equal to China. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and
India are counted, and how the total size ofthe United States is measured_!*1I1941

 The coasial plain ofthe Atlantic seaboard gives wayfurther inland to deciduous forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont!"°*] The Appalachian Mountains and the Adirondack massif divide the eastem seaboard frem the Great Lakes
andthe grasslands of the Midwest!"®5 The Mississippi-Missouri River, the world's fourth longest river system,runs mainly north-south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie of the Great Plains stretchesto thewest.[196]KATopographic map ofthe United 1_—interrupted by a highland regionin the southeastStates

  

The Rocky Mountains, west of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, peaking at over 14,000feet(4,300 m) in Colorado.!"97! Farther westare the rocky Great Basin and deserts such as the Chihuahua, Sonoran,
and Mojave.""®5] The Sierra Nevada and Cascade mountain ranges run closeto the Pacific coast, both ranges also reachingaltitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest andhighestpointsin the contiguous United States

arein the state of California,!18*! and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart '2°"At an elevation of 20,310feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali is the highest peakin the country and in North America.2°"l Active volcanoes are commonthroughout Alaska's Alexander and Aleutian
Islands, and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervoleano underlying Yellowstone National Park in the Rockiesis the continent's largest volcanic feature 707)
Climate

Main articles: Climate of the United States and Climate changein the United States
The United States,with its large size and geographic variety. includes most climate types. Tothe eastof the 100th meridian, the climate ranges from humid continentalin the north to humid subtropicalin the south.209) ‘Kppen Climate Types theUnie tates
The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Many mountainous areasofthe American West havean alpine climate. Theclimate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Meditemaneanin coastal California,
and oceanic in coastal Oregon and Washington and southem Alaska. MostofAlaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip ofFlorida aretropical, as well as its territoriesin the Caribbean and the Pacific 204
States bordering the Gulf of Mexico are proneto hurricanes, and mostofthe world's tornadaes occurin the country, mainly in Tornado Alley areasin the Midwest and South 295! Overall, the United States receives more high-impact
extreme weatherincidents than any other country in the world [2061
Extreme weather has become more frequentin the U.S., with three times the numberof reported heat waves as in the 1960s. Of the ten warmest years ever recordedin the 48 contiguousstates, eight have occurred since 1998. In the
American Southwest, droughts have become more persistent and more severe.207]
Biodiversity and conservation  

Main articles: Fauna ofthe United States and Flora of the United States
TheU.S. is one of 17 megadiverse countries containing large numbersof endemic species: about17,000 speciesofvascularplants occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and more
than 1,800 speciesofflowering plants are found in Hawaii, few of which occuron the mainiand.”°° The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784birds, 311 reptiles, and 295
amphibians,2*°l and 91,000insect species.!211]

Koppen climate types of the U.S.

There aré 63 national parks and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wildemess areas, which are managed by the National Park Service"! altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country’s land
area,!2'3] mostly in the westem states.214) Mostof this land is protected, though someis leased forail and gasdrilling, mining, logging. or cattle ranching, and about .86%is used for military purposes. 21512161
Environmentalissuesinclude debates on oil and nuclear energy, dealing with air and water pollution, the economiccostsof protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation, 2*7l2"4) ang climate change.2'9!220l The most prominent
environmental agencyis the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),created by presidential order in 1970.2"The idea of wilderness has shaped the managementofpublic lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.?7] The.
Endangered Species Act of 1973is intendedto protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.731 [225]As of 2020, the U.S. ranked 24th amangnationsin the Environmental Performance Index.?4l The country joined the Paris Agreementon climate changein 2016, and has many other environmental commitments.25! it withdrew from
the Paris Agreementin 202074!put rejainedit in 2021 71Thebald eagle has been the anationalbird of the United States since

1782 208]

 
Governmentandpolitics
 

Main articles: Poiities of the United States, Federal governmentof the United States, State governmentsofthe United States, and Local governmentin the United States
Further information: Political parties in the United States, Electionsin the United States, Political ideologiesin the United States, American nationalism, and Americancivil religion

The UnitedStatesis a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and several uninhabited island possessions. °781l28112351jt is the world’s oldest surviving federation. It is a federal republic and a representative
democracy“in which majority rule is tempered by minority rights protected by law.*2*"! in the American federalsystem, sovereignty is shared between twolevels of government: federal and state. Citizens ofthe states are also
governed bylocal governments, which are administrative divisionsof the states. Theterritories are administrative divisions of thefederal government.
The U.S. Constitution serves as the country's supreme legal document. The Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government andits relationship with the individual states. The Constitution has been
amended27 times!7571 the first ten amendments (Bill of Rights) and the Fourteenth Amendmentform the central basis ofAmericans’ individual rights. All laws and governmental proceduresare subjectto judicial review, and any law
can be voidedif the courts determinethatit violates the Constitution. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution. was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison (1803). 233)

 
TheUnited States Capitol. where



The United States has operated undera two-party system for most of its history.!2"4] In American political culture, the center-right Republican Party is considered "conservative"and the center-left Democratic Party is considered aeve the Senate,left: the
jouse, rig

“iberat".251234] Qn TransparencyInternational's 2019 Corruption PerceptionsIndex,its public sector position deteriorated from a score of76in 2015 to 69 in 2019.77]in 2021, the U.S. ranked 26th on the Democracy Index, andis.
described as a "flawed democracy"[34]
Federal government

Main article: History of the United States government
The federal government comprises three branches, which are headquartered in Washington, D.C. and regulated by a system of checks and balances defined by the Constitution,291

Legislative: The bicameral Congress, made up ofthe Senate and the Houseof Representatives, makesfederal law, declares war, approves treaties. has the powerof the purse, 24") and has the powerof impeachment, by whichit
can removesitting membersofthe federal government 741

* Executive: The president is the commander-in-chief ofthemilitary, can veto legislative bills before they becomelaw (subject to congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet (subject to Senate approval) and
‘otherofficers, who administer and enforce federal laws andpolicies.°47) The White House, residence andworkplace of the U.S. President

a 
* Judicial: The Supreme Court and lower federal courts, whosejudges are appointed by the presidentwith Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those theyfind unconstitutional.!?49)

The lower house, the House of Representatives, has 435 voting members, each representing a congressionaldistrict for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned among the states by population. Each state then draws single-
member districts to conform with the census apportionment. TheDistrict of Columbia andthefive major U.S. territories each have one memberof Congress—these members are not allowedto vote, ?“4]
The upperhouse,the Senate, has 100 members with eachstate having two senators, elected atlarge to six-year terms; one-third of Senate seats are up for election every two years. TheDistrict of Columbia andthe five majorU.S.
territories do not have senators. °*l The Senateis unique among upper housesin being the mostprestigious and powerful portionof the country's bicameral system;political scientists have frequently labeled it the "Most powerful
upper house"of any government!745)  The president serves a four-year term and maybeelectedto theoffice no more than twice. The president is notelected by direct vote,but by an indirect electoral college system in which the determining votes are apportionedto the The Supreme Court Building, where ©
states andthe District of Columbia°*®! The Supreme Court, led by the chiefjustice of the United States, has nine members, who serveforlife 2471 the nation’s highestcourt sits

 
Wain articles: Poiitical divisions of the United States, U.S. state, and Territoriesofthe United States
Further information: Territorial evolution of the United Sfates, List of states andterritories of the United States, and Indian reservation

Eachofthe 50states holds jurisdiction over a geographicterritory, where it shares sovereignty with the federal government. Theyare subdivided into counties or county equivalents, andfurther dividedinto municipalities. The District of Columbia is a federal district that
containsthe capital of the United States, the city of Washington 28! Each state has the amount presidential electors equal to the number oftheir representatives plus senators in Congress,and the District of Columbia hasthree electors !49) Territories of the United States do
not have presidential electors, therefore people there cannotvote for the president24]
Citizenship is granted at birth in allstates, the District of Columbia, andall major U.S.territories exceptAmerican Samoa!"!l25312501 The United States observeslimited tribal sovereignty of the AmericanIndiannations, like states’ sovereignty. American Indians are U.S.
citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states, tribes have some autonomy restrictions. They are prohibited from making war, engagingin their own foreign relations, and printing or issuing independent
currency.7°4] indian reservations are usually contained within onestate, butthere are 12 reservations that cross state boundaries.?55)

 
Foreign relations

‘Main articles: Foreignrelations of the United States and Foreign policy of the United States
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The United States has an establishedstructure of foreignrelations, andit had the world's second-largest diplomatic corps in 2019.61 tt is a permanent memberof the United Nations Security Council,?57] and nometo the United
Nations headquarters 254] The United Statesis also a member ofthe G7,7551 G20?) and OECD intergovernmentalorganizations?" almostall countries have embassies and many have consulates(afficial representatives)in the
country. Likewise,nearly all nations host formal diplomatic missions with United States, exceptIran7°! North Korea,?®9] and Shutan.?°4! Though Taiwan does not have formaldiplomatic relations with the U.S., it maintains close, if
unofficial, relations. The United States also regularly supplies Taiwan with military equipment.265)
The United States has a "Special Relationship" with the United Kingdom!°5 and strongties with Canada,?°7 Australia, ?°9) New Zealand °°!the Philippines.?7% Japan,?7" South Korea,?7#!|srael,P7> and several European Union
countries (France, Italy, Germany, Spain. and Poland)7"4l The U.S. worksclosely with its NATOallies on military and national security issues, and with nations in the Americas through the Organization of American States and the
United States-Mexico-Canada Free Trade Agreement. In South America, Colombiais traditionally considered to be the closestally of the United States.2751°76] The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility
for Micronesia, the Marshall Islands and Palau through the Compact of Free Association.2771 Since the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine. the US has becomea keyally of Ukraine since Russia annexed Crimea in 2014 and began an

in Midtown Manhattan since 1952. The
United States is a founding memberofthe UN Military

Main article: United States Armed Forces
The presidentis the commander-in-chief of the United States Armed Forces and appoints its leaders, the secretary of defense andthe Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Departmentof Defense, which is headquartered at the Pentagon near
Washington, D.C., administers five of the six service branches, which are madeup of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Space Force. The Coast Guard is administered by the Department of Homeland Security in peacetime
and canbetransferred to the Departmentof the Navy in wartime7221
countries, after SaudiArabia.!°®4l jt also has more than 40% ofthe world's nuclear weapons,the second-largest after Russia 7541

The United States spent $649 billion on its military in 2019, 36%of global military spending. At 4.7% of GDP, the percentage was the second-highest amongall

In 2019, all six branchesofthe U.S. Armed Forcesreported 1.4 million personnel on active duty.°#*! The Reserves and National Guard broughtthe total numberof troopsto 2.3 million.7*! The Departmentof Defense also employed
about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.75°! Military servicein the United States is voluntary, although conscription may occur in wartime throughthe Selective Service System.57! The United States has the third-largest
combined armedforcesin the world, behind the Chinese People's Liberation Army and Indian Armed Forces.85]
Today, Americanforces can berapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 11 active aircraft carriers, and Marine expeditionary units at sea with the Navy, and Army's XVIII Airborne Corps and75th
Ranger Regimentdeployedby Air Force transport aircraft. TheAir Forcecan striketargets across the globe through its fleetofstrategic bombers, maintains the air defense acrossthe UnitedStates, and provides close air support to
Army and Marine Corps groundforces !288I[80l The Space Force operates the Global Positioning System, operates the Eastern and Westem Rangesforall space launches, and operates the United States's Space Surveillance and
Missile Warning networks. 221921295] The military operates about 800 basesandfacilities abroad,2%! and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel in 25 foreign countries_'294 
Law enforcement and crime

Wain articles: Law enforcementin the United States and Crimein the United States
There are about 18,000 U.S. police agencies fram localto federal level in the United States !2961 |aw in the United States is mainly enforced bylocal police departments and sheriff's offices. Thestate police provides broader services,
and federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau ofInvestigation (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service have specialized duties, such as protecting civil rights, national security and enforcing U.S. federal courts" rulings and federal
laws 971state courts conduct mostcivil and criminaltrials,°9*) and federal courts handle designated crimes and appeals from thestate criminal courts.299
As of 2020, the United States has an intentional homicide rate of 7 per 100,000 people. Pag Across-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization Mortality Database from 2010 showed that United States homicide rates "were
7.0 times higher thanin other high-incomecountries, driven by a gun homiciderate that was 25.2 times higher."50"!
The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate and largestprison populationin the worid.!°71 n 2019, the total prison population forthose sentenced to more than a yearis 1,430,800, corresponding to a ratio of 419
per 100,000 residents and the lowest since 1995/9! some estimates place that numberhigher, such Prison PolicyInitiative's 2.3 million °°! various states have attempted to reducetheir prison populations via governmentpolicies
and grassroots initiatives °°)
Although most nations have abolished capital punishment,it is sanctionedin the United States for certain federal and military crimes, andin 27 states out of 50 andin oneterritory!°7! Several of these states have moratoriums on
carrying out the penalty, each imposed bythe state's gavemor 394113091519 since 1977, there have been more than 1,500 executions,"giving the U.S.the sixth-highest numberof executionsin the world, following China, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, and Egypt!>"2! However,the numberis trended downnationally, with severalstates recently abolishing the penalty. 2")

Economy

invasion of Ukrainein 2022, significantly deteriorating relations with Russia in the process.2’5l The us has also experiencedadeteriorationofrelations with China and grown closer to Taiwan. ?7Sll2s01[261]

 The Pentagon, near Washington,
D.C., is hometa the U.S. Departmentof Defense.
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Main article: Economyof the United States
Further information: Economichistory of the United States, Taxation in the United States, and United States federal budget

According to the International Monetary Fund, the U.S. gross domestic product (GDP)of $22.7 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world productat market exchangerates and over 16% of the gross world product at purchasing power
parity (PPP).151l51 From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted averageforthe rest of the G7.2"7] The country ranksfifth in the world in nominal GDP percapital®"®! and
seventh in GDP per capita at PPP!"5! The country has been the world’s largest economysinceat least 1900.19]
The United States is the most technologically powerful and innovative nation, especially in artificial intelligence, computers. pharmaceuticals, and medical, aerospace, and military equipment. Fs2q] The nation's economyis fueled by
abundantnatural resources, a well-developedinfrastructure, and high productivi ty. 2211 It has the second-highesttotal-estimated value of natural resources,valued at US$ 44.98 trillion in 2019, although sourcesdiffer on their
estimates.72] americans nave the highest average household and employee income among CECD memberstates.275in 2013, they had the sixth-highest median household income, down from fourth-highestin 2010 [324125]
The U.S. dollaris the currency most used in international transactions andis the world's foremost reserve currency, backed byits economy,its military, the petrodoliar system andits linked eurodollar and large U.S.treasuries
market 8141326] Several countries useit as theirofficial currency andin others it is the de facto currency #77lIS?8l The New York Stack Exchange and Nasdaq are the world's largest stock exchanges by market capitalization and tradesentinens [329113301
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The largest U.S. trading partners are China, the European Union, Canada, Mexico,India, Japan, South Korea, the United Kingdom, and Taiwan.°5"! The U.S. is the world's largestimporter and the second-largest exporter 597! It has
free trade agreements with several countries, including the USMCA!335] The U.S. ranked secondin the Global Competitiveness Report in 2019, after Singapore.594! Of the world's 500 largest companies, 121 are headquarteredin the
ug B38
While its economy has reached a post-industrial level of development, the United States remains an industrial power54l it has a smaller welfare state and redistributes less incomethrough governmentaction than mostother high-
income countries.2°71 The United States ranked the 41st highestin income inequality among 156 countriesin 2017,'°35] and the highest comparedto the rest of the developed world.) on February 2, 2022, the United States hada
nationaldebt of $30 trillion, 491  

The NewYork Stock Exchangeon ©
Income and poverty Wall Street, the world's largest stockexchange by market capitalization ofitsMain articles: income in the United States and Poverty in the United States ia 3151listed companies"!Further information: Affluence in the United States and Income inequality in the United States

Accounting for 4.24% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 30.2%of the world's total wealth asof 2021, the largest percentageof any country.“ TheU.S. also ranksfirst in
the numberofdollar billionaires and millionaires in the world, with 724 billionaires (as of 2021)°**] and nearly 22 million millionaires (2021).544] Wealth in the United States is highly concentrated; the richest 10% ofthe adult population
own 72%ofthe country's household wealth, while the battom 50% ownjust 2%_545l income inequality in the U.S. remains at record highs,°**] with the topfifth of earners taking home morethan halfofall income!” and giving the
U.S. one of the widest incomedistributions among OECD members 344)

Holdings of Farlly Wealth

The United Statesis the only advanced economythat does not guarantee its workers paid vacation'®**! and is one of a few countries in the world without paid family leave as a legalright 95°! The United States also has a higher

—eis “ percentage of low-income workers than almost any other developednation, largely because of a weakcollective bargaining system and lack of government support forat-risk workers, 2511There were about 567,715 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S. in January 2019. with almosttwo-thirds staying in an emergency shelteror transitional housing program. fal Attempts to combat homelessness.a ;
oeecon the includethe Section 8 housing voucher program and implementation of the Housing First strategy across all levels of government 252! in 2011, 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households, about 35% more than 2007 levels.
top 10% of families held 76% of the though only 845,000 U.S. children (1.1%) saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic. [354] As of June 2018, 40 million people, roughly 12.7% of the U.S.wealth in 2013 while the bottom 50% of —_population, wereliving in poverty, including 13.3 million children. Of those impoverished, 18.5 million live in “deep poverty”, family income belowone-half of the federal government's poverty thresnold.55]families held 1%. Inequality increased
from 1989 to 2013.44! Science, technology, and energy

Main articles: Science and technology in the United States, Science policy of the United States, and Energy in the United States
The United States has been a leaderin technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts and the establishment of a machine tool
industry enabledthe U.S. to havelarge-scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles, and other items in the late 19th century. In the early 20th century, factory electrification, the introduction of the assembly line, and other labor-
saving techniquescreated the system of mass production.in the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comesfrom the private sector!?°71 in 2020, the United States was the country with the
second-highest numberofpublishedscientific papers!?5*! and second most patents granted,9"! both after China. In 2021, the United States launcheda total of 51 spaceflights. (China reported 55.)The U.S. had 2,944active
satellites in space in December 2021, the highest numberof any country 961]
In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell was awardedthefirst U.S. patentfor the telephone. Thomas Edison's research laboratory developed the phonograph, the first long-lastinglight bulb, and thefirst viable movie camera.) The Wright
brothers in 1903 madethe first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air poweredflight, and the automobile companiesof Ransom E. Olds and Henry Ford popularized the assembly line in the early 20th century. 2°! The rise of
fascism and Nazism in the 1920s and 30sled many European scientists, such asAlbert Einstein, Enrico Fermi, and John von Neumann, to immigrate to the United States.*! During World WarII, the Manhattan Project developed
Nuclear weapons, usheringin the Atomic Age. During the Cold War, competition for superior missile capability usheredin the Space Race betweenthe U.S. and Soviet Union./951[554! The inventionof the transistor in the 1950s, a key
componentin almostall modernelectronics, led to the developmentof microprocessors, software, personal computers andthe internet, 257]  

U.S. astronaut Buzz Aldrin salutingAs of 2019, the UnitedStates receives approximately 80%ofits energyfrom fossil fuels.'°*4l jn 2019, the largest sourceof the country’s energy camefrom petroleum (26.6%), followedby natural gas (32%), coal (11.4%), renewable the flag on the Moon, 1969
sources (11.4%) and nuclear power(8.4%).Americansconstitute less than 5% of the world's population, but consume 17%of the world's energy_!5°! They accountfor about 25% ofthe world's petroleum consumption, while
producing only 6% of the world's annualpetroleum supply.°7°) The U.S. ranks as second-highest emitter of greenhouse gases, exceeded only by China.27%
Transportation

Main article: Transportation in the United States
The United States's rail network, nearly all standard gauge,is the longest in the world, and exceeds 293,564 km (182,400 mi" it handles mostly freight, with intercity passenger service provided by Amtrak to all butfour states 57%)
The country's inland waterways arethe world’s fifth-longest, and total 41,009 km (25,482 mi),751
Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a networkof4 million miles (6.4 million kilometers) of public roads. 578! The United States has the world’s second-largest automobile market,°77) and has the
highestvehicle ownershipper capita in the world, with 816.4 vehicles per 1,000 Americans (2014) 575In 2017,there were 255 million non-two wheel motorvehicles, or about 910 vehicles per 1,000 people !37)  Thecivil airline industry is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978, while most majorairports are publicly owned.°°! The threelargest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U_S -based: American
Airlines is numberoneafterits 2013 acquisition by US Airways.8"! Of the world's 50 busiest passengerairports, 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield—Jackson Atlanta International Airport 5°! oFthe fifty busiest
containerports, four are locatedin the United States, of which the busiest is the Port of Los Angeles.) The Interstate Highway System in ©

the contiguous United States, which
. extends 46,876 miles (75.440 km)"

Demographics ‘ i
Main articles: Americans, Demographics of the United States, Race and ethnicity in the United States, and Family structure in the United States



Population
See also: List of U.S. states by population

The U.S. Census Bureau reported 331,449,261 residentsas of April 1, 2020.°51l° making the United States the third most populous nationin the world,after China and India255!according to the Bureau's U.S. Population Clock, on
January 28, 2021, the U.S. population had a net gain of one person every 100 seconds, or about 864 people per day.5°71 in 2018, 52% of Americans age 15 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 32% had
never been married 38) in 2020, the U.S. hadatotalfertility rate stood at 1.64 children per woman™*]and the world's highest rate (23%)of children living in single-parent households2901
The United States ofAmerica has a diverse population: 37 ancestry groups have more than one million members.{2°"l white Americans of European ancestry form the largest racial and ethnic groupat 57.8% of the United States
population.!92] Hispanic and Latino Americans form the second-largestgroup and are 18.7% of the United States population. African Americansconstitute the nation’s third-largestancestry group and are 12.1% of the total United States
population.2°"l asian Americansare the country's fourth-largest group, composing 5.9% of the United States population, while the country's 3.7 million Native Americans accountfor about 1%.!29") in 2020, the median age of the United
States population was 38.5 years, 5841
In 208, there were almost 90 million immigrants and U.S.-born children of immigrants in the United States, accounting for 28% of the overall U.S. population {399 in 2017, out of the U.S. foreign-born population, some 45% (20.7 million)
were naturalized citizens, 27%(12.3 million) were lawful permanent residents, 6% (2.2 million) were temporary lawul residents, and 23% (10.5 million) were unauthorized immigrants.294! The United States led the world in refugee
resettlement for decades. admitting more refugees than the rest of the world combined 295)
Language

Main article: Languagesof the United States
English (specifically, American English) is the de facto national languageof the United States. Although thereis no official language at the federal level, some laws—suchas U.S. naturalization requirements—standardize English, and
moststates have declared English as the official language.°°! Threestates andfour U.S. territories have recognizedlocal or indigenous languagesin addition to English, including Hawaii (Hawaiian),5°"Alaska (twenty Native
languages).1398 South Dakota (Sioux),225! American Samoa (Samoan), Puerto Rico (Spanish), Guam (Chamorro), and the Northern Mariana Islands (Carolinian and Chamorro). In Puerto Rico, Spanish is more widely spoken than
English [499
According to the American Community Survey, in 2010 some 229 million people (out of the total U.S. population of 308 million) spoke only English at home. More than 37 million spoke Spanish at home, making it the second most
commonly used languagein the United States. Other languages spoken at home by one million people or more include Chinese (2.8 million), Tagalog (1.6 million), Vietnamese (1.4 million), French (1.3 million), Korean (1.1 million), and
German(1 million).[4")
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The mostwidely taught foreign languagesin the United States,in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate education, are Spanish (around7.2 million students), French (1.8 million), and German($00,000). Other commonly taught
languages include Latin, Japanese, American Sign Language, Italian, and Chinese {4071/4031
Religion

Main article: Retigion in the United States
See also: List of religious movements that began in the United States

The First Amendmentofthe U.S. Constitution guaranteesthe free exerciseof religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respectingits establishment !4"4I The Latter-day Saints (Commonly known as Mormons) and the Jehovah's.
Witnesses are the two largest religions foundedin the United States, !*°*! while moretypicalreligions such as Catholicism and Protestantism were imported from other countries
Pew Research Center studies during the late 2010s and early 2020s found that about 90% ofAmericansbelieve in God, 65% of Americansreport that religion plays an importantor very importantrolein their lives[95 61% report
praying weekly or more, and 43% report attending religious servicesat least monthly, proportions which are unique among developed countries.71I4991l49] The United States has the world's largest Christian population 41!
Protestantism is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States, accounting for almosthalfof all Americans. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism at15.4%, and the Southern Baptist Conventionis
the largestindividual Protestant denomination at 5.3% of the U.S. population. The remaining Protestants are either in other denominations, nondenominational, or not specified in the survey.4""l In the so-called Bible Belt, located
primarily within the Southern United States, socially conservative evangelical Protestantism plays a significant role culturally. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England and the Westem United States. (#12)
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Ina 2014 survey,70.6% of adults in the United States identified themselves as Christians13) and 5.9% claimed a non-Christianreligion 4*4! These include Judaism (1.9%), Islam (1.1%), Hinduism (0.7%), and Buddhism (0.7%) !4"4] atorance py seieteit9)
The survey also reported that 22.8% ofAmericans described themselves as agnostic,atheist or simply having noreligion. [4151I41114171 jyempership in a house of worshipfell from 70% in 1999 to 47% in 2020, muchofthe decline a eancamnnowseey
related to the numberof Americans expressing noreligious preference. However, membership alsofell among those whoidentified with a specific religious group.418Il4191 [i 40-44% attencina weertya 5-39% altending weekly
Urbanization [Ii] 30-34% attenaing weekly‘Main articles: Urbanization in the United States andList of United States cities by population [i 25-20% attending weekly

About 82% ofAmericanslive in urban areas, including suburbs;!'*4! apout naif of those residein cities with populations over 50,000.'2"1in 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities nad populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than aooae
19% attending weekty

‘onemillion residents, and fourcities (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Houston) had populations exceeding two million.42" Many U.S. metropolitan populations are growing rapidly, particularly in the South and west./422]
oe Largest metropolitan areasin United States2021 MSA population estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau

Rank Region Pop. Rank Region Pop.
1 New York Northeast 19768458=11. Boston Northeast 4,899,932,
2 Los Angeles West 42.997353  12.-——_—=Riverside~San Bemardino West 4,653,105
3 Chicago Midwest 9.509.934 13©San Francisco West 4,623,264
4 Dalias—Fort Worth South 7.759.615 14 Detroit Midwest 4.365.205) 



|
Houston South 7,206,844 15 Seattle West 4,041,553) 
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Se 6 Washington, D.C. South 6,356,434 16 Minneapolis—Saint Paul Midwest 3,690,512]
T Philadelphia Northeast 6,228,601 v7 SanDiego West 3,286,069)
a Atlanta South 6,144,050 18 Tampa-St. Petersburg South 3,219,514)

Los Angeles 9 Miami South 6,091,747 19 Denver West 2,972, 56810 Phoenix West 4946145 20 Baltimore South 2,838,327 
Health

See also: Health care in the United Stafes, Health care reform in the United States, and Health insurance in the United States
In a preliminary report, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announcedthat U.S. life expectancy at birth had dropped to 76.1 years in 2021 (73.2 years for men and 79.1 years for women), down0.9 years from 2020.
This was the second yearof overall decline, and the chief causes listed were the COVID-19 pandemic, accidents, drug overdoses, heart and liver disease. and suicides.?4l fe expectancy was highest among Asians and Hispanics
and lowest among Blacks and AmericanIndian—Alaskan Native (AIAN) peopies.4251l428] starting in 1998, the averagelife expectancyin the U.S. fell behindthat of other wealthy industrialized countries, and Americans’ "health
disadvantage” gap has beenincreasing eversince 427] The U.S. also has oneofthe highestsuicide rates among high-income countries,#78! and approximately one-third of the U.S. adult population is obese and another third is
overweight [4291
In 2010, coronary artery disease, lung cancer, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases, and traffic collisions caused the mostyears oflife lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression, musculoskeletal disorders, neck pain, and
anxiety caused the most years lost to disability. The most harmful risk factors were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure, high blood sugar, physicalinactivity, and alcohol consumption. Alzheimer's disease,
substance usedisorders, kidney disease, cancer, andfalls causedthe mostadditional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates 5° Teenage pregnancy and abortion rates in the U.S. are substantially higher than CUS ee Nestaee2 . downtown Houston is the largest
in other Western nations, especially amongblacks and Hispanics {451 (223)medical complex in the world

 
The U.S. health care system far outspendsthat of anyother nation, measured both in per capita spending and as a percentage of GDPbutattains worse healthcare outcomes when compared to peer nations 87! The U.S. however. is.
a global leaderin medical innovation. The United States is the only developednation without a system of universal health care, and a significant proportion of the population that doesnot carry health insurance[455]
Govemment-tunded health care coveragefor the poor(Medicaid, established in 1965) and for those age 65 and older(Medicare, begun in 1966) is available to Americans who meet the programs' income or age qualifications. In 2070, former President Obama passed the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act or ACA, @Il434] which the CDC said thatthe law roughly halved the uninsured shareof the population'35] and multiple studies have concluded that ACA had reduced the mortality of enrollees.49511497128] However, its legacy remains
controversial.{499]
Education

Main articles: Education in the United States and Higher education in the United States
American public education is operated by state and local governments and regulated by the United States Department of Education through restrictions on federal grants. In most states. children are required to attend schoolfrom the
ageof five or six (beginning with kindergarten orfirst grade) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade, the end of high school); somestates allow students to leave schoolat 16 or 17.!*4°] ofAmericans 25 and
older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended somecollege, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree, and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.!4" The basic literacy rate is approximately 99% ['94II4421
The United States has manyprivate andpublic institutions of higher education. The majority of the world's top public andprivate universities,as listed by various ranking organizations, are in the United States #5 There are also local
community colleges with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lowertuition4! The U.S. spends more on education perstudentthan anynation in the world,!445l spending an average of $12,794
per yearon public elementary and secondary schoolstudentsin the 2016-2017 school year.'**®] As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. spends more per student than the OECD average. and morethanalll nations in

7 Te571 eS combined public and private spending "4471 Despite somestudentloan forgiveness programsin place,!**4) student loan debt has increased by 102%in the last decade,4°! and exceeded 1.7 trillion dollars as of 2022 [450]The University of Virginia, founded
by ThomasJefferson, is one of the .
many public colleges and universites-Culture andsocietyin the United States. ;

 
 
Main articles: Culture of the United States and Societyof the United States
See also; American nationalism and Americancivil religion

The United States is hometo a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values,“521459) and exerts majorcultural influence on a globalscale #541495! Aside from the Native American, Native Hawaiian, and Native Alaskan populations,
nearly all Americansortheir ancestors immigrated or were imported asslaves within the past five centuries [5° ainsiream Americanculture is a Western culture largely derived fromthe traditions of European immigrants with influences from
manyother sources, such astraditions brought by slaves from Africa 521/571 ore recent immigration fram Asia and especially Latin America has addedto a cultural mix that has been described as a homogenizing meltingpot, anda
heterogeneoussalad bowl, with immigrants contributing to, and often assimilating into, mainstream American culture.'452! Nevertheless, there is a high degree of social inequality related to race!***] and weatth [459
Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic,49] competitiveness,451 and individualism, "©! as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law,
and a preference for limited government.!*#! americans are exiremely charitable by global standards: according to a 2016 studyby the Charities Aid Foundation, Americans donated 1.44% of total GOP to charity, the highest in the world by a
large margin #641
The American Dream, or the perception that Americans enjoyhigh social mobility, plays a keyrole in attracting immigrants.!*°°] whetherthis perception is accurate has been a topic of debate.!*86Il47II458] ywhile mainstream culture holds that
the United Statesis a classless society,!"®"! scholarsidentify significant differences betweenthe country's socialclasses, affecting socialization, language, and values #7"! americans tendto greatly value socioeconomic achievement, but(art)  

WsTheStatue of Liberty, a gift
. | from France, has become an

Literature and visualarts iconic symbol of the American
Main articles: Americanliterature, American philosophy, Architecture of the United States, and Visual art of the United States Dream {4511

being ordinary or averageis also generally seen as a positive attribute



In the 18th and early 19th centuries, Americanart and literature took most of their cues from Europe, contributing to Western culture. Writers such as Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe,
and Henry David Thoreauestablisheda distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain and poet Walt Whitman were majorfigures in the century's secondhalf; Emily Dickinson, virtually unknown during her
lifetime, is recognized as an essential American poet. 721 9 work Seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville's Moby-Dick (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(1886), F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby(1925) and Harper Lee's ToKill 2 Mockingbird (1960}—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel."*75lThirteenU.S. citizens have won the NobelPrize in Literature. William Faulkner, Emest
Hemingway and John Steinbeck are often named amongthe mostinfluential writers of the 20th century '*74l The Beat Generation writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernistauthors such as Jahn Barth, Thomas
Pynchon, and Don DeLitlo.{475]
In thevisual arts, the Hudson River School was a mid-18th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism. The 1913 Armory Show in New York City, an exhibition of European modemist art, shocked the public and transformed the
U.S. art scene.” Georgia O'Keeffe, Marsden Hartley, and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Majorartistic movements such asthe abstract expressionism of Jackson Pollack and Willem de Kooning andthe pop art of Andy
Warholand Roy Lichtenstein developed largely in the United States. The tide of modemism and then postmodernism has brought fame to Americanarchitects such as Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip Johnson, and Frank Gehry.771 Americans have
long been important in the modemartistic medium of photography, with major photographers includingAlfred Stieglitz, Edward Steichen, Edward Weston, and Ansel Adams_!4781 

Mark Twain, American Cinema and theater
Autor and humors Mainarticles: Cinemaof the United States and Theaterin the United States

 

Hollywood, a northern district of Los Angeles, California, is one of the leadersin motion picture production.7°! The world’sfirst commercial motion picture exhibition was given in NewYorkCity in 1894,
using the Kinetoscope.4®" Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been basedin and around Hollywood,although in the 24st century an increasing numberoffilms are not made there, andfilm companies have
been subject to the forces of globalization. 181 The Academy Awards, popularly knownas the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences since 192914821 and the Golden Globe Awards have
been held annually since January 1944.[483) Pade)Director D. W. Griffith, an American filmmakerduring thesilent film period, was central to the developmentoffilm grammar, and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney wasa leader in both animatedfilm and movie merchandising. 4#4)
Directors such as John Ford redefined the imageofthe American Old West, and, like others such as John Huston, broadenedthe possibilities of cinema with location shooting. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what Is x. 

(488) ; : i The Holywuod SianLes AngeeHollywood”or the "Hollywood Renaissance'l#°l was defined by grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-warperiod eee
commonly referred to as the "Golden Ageof Hollywood", from the early sound perioduntil the early 1960s,"“8°! with screen actors such as John Wayne and Marilyn Monroe becoming iconic figures {*#5lI4571 in the 1970s, "New

Theaterin the United States derives from the old European theatrical tradition and has been heavily influenced by theBritish theater!°°l The central hub of the American theater scene has been Manhattan, with its divisions of
Broadway, Off-Broadway, and Off-Off-Broadway.“°"! Many movie and television stars have gotten their big break working in New York productions. Outside New York City, manycities have professional regional orresident theater companies that produce their own seasons,
with some works being producedregionally with hopes of eventually moving to New York. The biggest-budgettheatrical productions are musicals. U.S. theater also has anactive community theater culture, which relies mainly on local volunteers who maynot be actively
pursuinga theatrical career 491
Music

Main article: Music of the United States
American folk music encompasses numerous music genres, variously known astraditional music, traditional folk music, contemporary folk music, or rots music. Many traditional songs have been sung within the samefamily or folk
group for generations, and sometimestrace back to such origins as the British Isles, Mainland Europe, or Africa [4831
Among America's earliest composers was a man named William Billings who, bom in Boston, composedpatriotic hymnsin the 1770s:!4941 ainings was a part of the First New England School, who dominated American music during its
earliest stages. AnthonyHeinrich was the most prominent composer before the Civil War. From the mid- to laté 1800s, John Philip Sousa of the late Romantic era composed numerous military songs—particularly marches—andis
regarded as one ofAmerica's greatest composers. [495 aoe ms The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music have significantly influenced American music atlarge, distinguishing it from European andAfrican traditions. Elementsfrom folk idioms such as the blues and what is known as

The Country Music Hall ofFame 1 gig time music were adopted and transformedinto popular genres with global audiences. Jazz was developed byinnavators such as Louis Armstrong and DukeEllington early in the 20th century. Country music developedin the
aL Meta ee Naaivae IeNEREee 1920s, and rhythm andblues in the 1940s.'#°9 in recentyears, nip hop has becomepopular, with artists of the 1990s such as Tupac Shakur, Nas, and Eminem as pioneers, andartists such as Kanye West, Kendrick Lamar, Lil Wayne.and Nicki Minaj continuingits popularity into the 2010s and 2020s

Elvis Presley and Chuck Berry were amongthe pioneers afrock androll in the mid-1950s. Rock bands such as Metallica, the Eagles, and Aerosmith are amongthe highestgrossing in worldwide sales [497149914951 jn the 1960s, Bob Dylan emergedfrom thefolk revival to
becomeone of America's mostcelebrated songwriters°° Mid-20th-century American popstars such as Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra 5°"and Elvis Presley became globalcelebrities “99! as haveartists of the late 20th century such as Michael Jackson, Madonna, Barbra
Streisand, Whitney Houston, Mariah Garey, Bruce Springsteen, and Prince 9715931
Mass media

Further information: Mass media in the United States
See also: Newspapers in the UnitedStates, Television in the United States, Internet in the United States, and Radio in the United States

The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), American Broadcasting Company (ABC), and Fox Broadcasting Company (FOX). The four major broadcast
television networks are all commercial entities. Cable television offers hundreds of channels catering to a vanety of niches.'®°5] As of 2021, about 83% ofAmericans over age 12 listen to broadcast radio, while about 41% listen to podcasts {5061
As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radiostations in the U.S. accordingto the U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC).Much of the public radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR,incorporatedin
February 1970 underthe Public Broadcasting Act of 1967.58)
Well-known U.S. newspapers include The Wail Street Journal, The New York Times, and USA Today{5991 More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most commonly used languagein the United States behind
English 51°" ywith very few exceptions,all the newspapersin the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett or McClatchy, which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handfulof  
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The five most popular websites used in the U.S. are Google, YouTube, Amazon, Yahoo, and Facebook 5121
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Food
Main article: Cuisine of the United States zThe Comeast Centerin ©

Philadelphia, headquarters of
the nation's largestEatly settlers were introduced by Native Americansto such indigenous, non-Europeanfoodsas turkey, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup. Theyand later immigrants combined these with

foods they had known,such as wheatflour,©"4) beef, and milk to create a distinctive American cuisine.©15!5"9 Homegrown foodsare part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular
é oon S17] multinationalholidays, Thanksgiving, when many Americans make orpurchase traditional foodsto celebrate the occasion. ooee

The Americanfastfood industry, the world's largest,°"*! pioneeredthe drive-through format in the 1940s.'*'°] Characteristic American dishes such as applepie, fried chicken, doughnuts, french tries, conglomerate!)
macaroni and cheese, ice cream, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derivefrom the recipes ofvarious immigrants.!=29521l Mexican dishes such as burritos and tacos and pasta dishesfreely adapted
from Italian sources are widely consumed [5721
Americans drink three times as muchcoffee as tea [574] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk standard breakfast beverages741525] Roasted turkeyis a traditional dish ©of Thanksgiving dinner")

resus SportsMain article: Sports in the United States
See also: Professional sports /eaguesin the United States and National Collegiate Athletic Associatfon

The most popular sportsin the U.S. are American football, basketball, baseball and ice hockey!5751
While most major U.S. sports such as baseball and American football have evolvedout of Europeanpractices, basketball, volleyball, skateboarding, and snowboarding are Americaninventions, some of which have become popular
worldwide '?7] Lacrosse and surfing arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.The market for professional sports in the United Statesis roughly $69billion, roughly 50%larger than
that ofall of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined 791
American football is by several measures the most popular spectator sport in the United States:!°l the National Football League (NFL)has the highest average attendanceof any sportsleaguein the world, and the Super Bow!is
watched by tens ofmillions globally. °°] Baseball has been regarded asthe U.S. national sport since the late 18th century, with Major League Baseball being the top league. Basketball and ice hockey are the country's next two most
popularprofessionalteam sports, with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association and the National Hockey League. The most-watched individual sports in the U.S. are golf and autoracing, particularly NASCAR and
IndyCar {532115331  
Eight Olympic Gameshavetaken placein the United States. The 1904 Summer Olympics in St. Louis, Missouri, were the first-ever Olympic Gamesheld outside of Europe.54! The Olympic Gameswill be held in the US fora ninth
time when Les Angeles hosts the 2028 SummerOlympics. As of 2021, the United States has wen 2,629 medals at the Summer Olympic Games, more than anyother country, and 230 in the Winter Olympic Games, the second most
behind Norway.*4l in soccer, the men's national soccer team qualified for eleven World Cups and the women's team has won the FIFA Women’s World Cupfour times.4! The United States hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup and will
host the 2026 FIFA World Cup alongwith Canada and Mexico. On the collegiatelevel, earningsfor the member institutions exceed $1 billion annually,!*27] and collegefootball and basketball attract large audiences, as the NCAA Final
Four is one of the most watched sporting events.#1

Baseball is the national sport ofthe ©United States.

See also* Index of United States—related articles.
* Lists of U.S.state topics
« Outline of the United States

 

Notes
 

a. * English is the official language of 32 states: English and
Hawaiian are bothofficial languagesin Hawaii, and English and 20
indigenous languages are official in Alaska. Algonquian, Cherokee,
and Sioux are among many other official languagesin Native-
controlled lands throughout the country. French is a de facto but
unofficial languagein Maine and Louisiana,whileNew Mexico law
grants Spanish a special status. In five territories, English as well
as one or more indigerious languages are official: Spanish in
Puerto Rica, Samoan in American Samoa, and Chamorro in both
Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian is also an

 

official languagein the Northern MarianaIslands. #115)
b. * So thatall figures add up to 100%, peoplelisted as Multiracial

are not counted again as one of their other self-identified races.
c. 4 The historical and informal demonyrn Yankee has beenapplied

to Americans, New Englanders, or northeasterners since the 18th
century,
 

d*#©°The United States is the third-largest country by totalarea
(land and water), after Russia and Canada, if its coastal and
territorial water areas are included. If only its intemal waters are
included (bays, sounds, rivers, lakes, and the Great Lakes), the
USS. is the fourthJargest, after Russia, Canada, and China.

Coastalterritorial waters included: 3,796,742 sq mi
(9,833,547km?)
Only internal waters included: 3,696,100 sq mi (9,572,900 km2)22!

e.*#© The U.S. Census Bureau provides a continuously updated but
unofficial population clock in addition to its decennial census and
annual population estimates: [1] 2

§. * Excludes Puerto Rico and the other unincorporated islands
because they are counted separately in U.S. censusstatistics.

g.* See Timein the UnitedStates for details about laws governingtime zonesin the United States.  

i.“Asingle jurisdiction, the U.S. Virgin Islands, usesleft-hand traffic
i. * The five major territories are American Samoa, Guam, theNorthem Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the United States

Virgin Islands. There are eleven smaller island areas without
permanent populations: Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis
Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Atoll, and Palmyra
Atoll. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank, Navassa Island,
‘Serranilla Bank, and WakeIslandis disputed {"*]k. 4 The United States has a maritime border with the United
Kingdom becausethe U.S. Virgin Islands borders the British Virgin
Islands.2"! Puerto Rice has a maritime border with the Dominican
Repu
Cook Islands (see Cook Islands—United States Maritime Boundary
Treaty).'#Ii24 American Samoaalso has maritime borders with

22] American Samoahas a maritime borderwith the 

independent Samoa and Niue 2°!
1. 4 New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island,NIGGAS NSS LAPSEDISSES NLAMARCA

m. * John Adams, Thomas Jeffersan, Benjamin Franklin, Roger
Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston

n. * People born in American Samoaare non-citizen U.S. nationals
unless oneoftheir parents is a U.S. citizen !°°)In 2019, a court
ruled that American Samoans are U.S. citizens, butthe litigation is
ongoing25112521

 0. * This figure,likemost official data for the United States as a
whole, excludesthefive unincorporatedterritories (Puerto Rico,
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and the Northem
Mariana Islands) and minor island possessions.

p.* Inupiag, Siberian Yupik, Central Alaskan Yup'ik, Alutiig, Unanga
(Aleut), Dena'ina, Deg Xinag, Holikachuk, Koyukon, Upper
Kuskokwim, Gwich'in, Tanana, Upper Tanana, Tanacross. Han,
Ahtna, Eyak, Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian.

q. “Also knownless formally as Obamacare
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https://www.uspto.gov/trademark
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-center
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/check-status-view-documents
http://tsdr.uspto.gov/documentviewer?caseId=sn97200253&docId=NFIN20221026
http://tsdr.uspto.gov/documentviewer?caseId=sn97200253&docId=NFIN20221026
https://teas.uspto.gov/ccr/cca
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/protect/scam-awareness
http://tsdr.uspto.gov/documentviewer?caseId=sn97200253&docId=NFIN20221026
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/support-centers/trademark-assistance-center


Hiring a U.S.-licensed attorney. If you do not have an attorney and are not required to 
have one under the trademark rules, we encourage you to hire a U.S.-licensed attorney 
specializing in trademark law to help guide you through the registration process. The 
USPTO examining attorney is not your attorney and cannot give you legal advice, but 
rather works for and represents the USPTO in trademark matters.

•

 

https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/basics/why-hire-private-trademark-attorney

