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NONFINAL OFFICE ACTION

Response deadline. File a response to this nonfinal Office action within three months of the “Issue
date” below to avoid abandonment of the application. Review the Office action and respond using one
of the links to the appropriate electronic forms in the “How to respond” section below.

Request an extension. For a fee, applicant may reguest one three-month extension of the response
deadline prior to filing a response. The request must be filed within three months of the “Issue date”
below. If the extension request is granted, the USPTO must receive applicant’s response to this letter
within six months of the “Issue date” to avoid abandonment of the application.

Issuedate: July 3, 2023

The referenced application has been reviewed by the assigned trademark examining attorney. Applicant
must respond timely and completely to the issues below. 15 U.S.C. §1062(b); 37 C.F.R. §82.62(a),
2.65(a); TMEP §§711, 718.03.

SUMMARY OF ISSUES:

Section 2(d) - Likelihood of Confusion
» Name Inquiry

Additional Fee - Loss of TEAS Plus
Disclaimer Required

Reqistration Refused - Section 2(d) Likelihood of Confusion

Registration of the applied-for mark is refused because of a likelihood of confusion with the mark in
U.S. Registration No. 5600187. Trademark Act Section 2(d), 15 U.S.C. 81052(d); see TMEP
881207.01 et seq. See the attached registration ("Exhibit A").

The applicant GusHill Industries LLC has applied for the mark "GUSHILL USA" in standard
characters for "Tow bars for trailers, Tow bars for vehicles, Aeroplanes towing vehicles, Metal
locking devicefor trailer hitch couplers; Stepsfor attachment to trailer hitches; Trailer hitch ball
covers,; Trailer hitch covers; Trailer hitches; Vehicletow bar connector covers; Vehicletow bars"
in International Class 12.

The registrant Liminal Industries, Inc., owns the registered mark "GUSHILL" in standard characters
for "Metal locking devicefor trailer hitch couplers’ in International Class 12.

In this case, the following factors are the most relevant: similarity of the marks, similarity and nature of
the goods, and similarity of the trade channels of the goods. See In re Viterra Inc., 671 F.3d 1358,
1361-62, 101 USPQ2d 1905, 1908 (Fed. Cir. 2012); TMEP §81207.01 et seq.

Comparison of Marks
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Marks are compared in their entireties for similarities in appearance, sound, connotation, and
commercia impression. Sione Lion Capital Partners, LP v. Lion Capital LLP, 746 F.3d 1317, 1321,
110 USPQ2d 1157, 1160 (Fed. Cir. 2014); TMEP §1207.01(b)-(b)(v). “ Similarity in any one of these
elements may be sufficient to find the marks confusingly similar.” In re Inn at &. John's, LLC, 126
USPQ2d 1742, 1746 (TTAB 2018) (citing In re Davia, 110 USPQ2d 1810, 1812 (TTAB 2014)), aff'd
per curiam, 777 F. App’'x 516, 2019 BL 343921 (Fed. Cir. 2019); TMEP §1207.01(b).

Where the goods of an applicant and registrant are identical in part, as is the case here, the degree of
similarity between the marks required to support a finding that confusion is likely declines. See Cai v.
Diamond Hong, Inc., 901 F.3d 1367, 1373, 127 USPQ2d 1797, 1801 (Fed. Cir. 2018); TMEP
§1207.01(b).

In this instance, the applied-for mark "GUSHILL USA" encompasses the entirety of the registered
mark "GUSHILL". Incorporating the entirety of one mark within another does not obviate the similarity
between the compared marks, as in the present case, nor does it overcome a likelihood of confusion
under Section 2(d). See Wella Corp. v. Cal. Concept Corp., 558 F.2d 1019, 1022, 194 USPQ 419, 422
(C.C.P.A. 1977) (holding CALIFORNIA CONCEPT and surfer design and CONCEPT confusingly
similar); TMEP 81207.01(b)(iii). In the present case, the marks are identical in part.

The incluson of the term "USA" in the applied-for mark does not obviate the likelihood of
confusion. Consumers are generally more inclined to focus on the first word in any trademark. See
Palm Bay Imps., Inc. v. Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin Maison Fondee En 1772, 396 F.3d 1369, 1372, 73
USPQ2d 1689, 1692 (Fed. Cir. 2005) (finding similarity between VEUVE ROYALE and two VEUVE
CLICQUOT marksin part because “VEUVE . . . remains a ‘prominent feature’ as the first word in the
mark and the first word to appear on the label”). Thefirst term in the applied-for mark is"GUSHILL",
which isidentical to the registered mark.

Further, as discussed below in Disclaimer Required, the term "USA" merely describes the geographic
origin of the applicant's services. Although marks are compared in their entireties, one feature of a mark
may be more significant or dominant in creating a commercial impression. See In re Detroit Athletic
Co., 903 F.3d 1297, 1305, 128 USPQ2d 1047, 1050 (Fed. Cir. 2018); TMEP 81207.01(b)(viii), (c)(ii).
Matter that is descriptive of or generic for a party’s goods is typically less significant or less dominant
in relation to other wording in a mark. See Anheuser-Busch, LLC v. Innvopak Sys. Pty Ltd., 115
USPQ2d 1816, 1824-25 (TTAB 2015). Thus, consumers are likely to perceive this wording as merely
indicating the geographic region in which the goods are produced and sold and, instead, consider the
shared term "GUSHILL" to be the source-indicating wording in the mark.

Based on the foregoing, the applied-for mark and registered mark are sufficiently similar to find a
likelihood of confusion.

Comparison of Goods

The compared goods need not be identical or even competitive to find a likelihood of confusion. See
On-line Careline Inc. v. Am. Online Inc., 229 F.3d 1080, 1086, 56 USPQ2d 1471, 1475 (Fed. Cir.
2000); Recot, Inc. v. Becton, 214 F.3d 1322, 1329, 54 USPQ2d 1894, 1898 (Fed. Cir. 2000); TMEP
81207.01(a)(i). They need only be “related in some manner and/or if the circumstances surrounding
their marketing are such that they could give rise to the mistaken belief that [the goods] emanate from
the same source.” Coach Servs., Inc. v. Triumph Learning LLC, 668 F.3d 1356, 1369, 101 USPQ2d
1713, 1722 (Fed. Cir. 2012) (quoting 7-Eleven Inc. v. Wechsler, 83 USPQ2d 1715, 1724 (TTAB
2007)); TMEP §1207.01(a)(i).




Determining likelihood of confusion is based on the description of the goods stated in the application
and registration at issue, not on extrinsic evidence of actual use. See In re Detroit Athletic Co., 903
F.3d 1297, 1307, 128 USPQ2d 1047, 1052 (Fed. Cir. 2018) (citing In re i.am.symbolic, llc, 866 F.3d
1315, 1325, 123 USPQ2d 1744, 1749 (Fed. Cir. 2017)). Here, the application and registration have
identical entries for "metal locking device for trailer hitch couplers'. Additionally, these entries have no
restrictions as to nature, type, channels of trade, or classes of purchasers and are “presumed to travel in
the same channels of trade to the same class of purchasers.” Inre Viterra Inc., 671 F.3d 1358, 1362,
101 USPQ2d 1905, 1908 (Fed. Cir. 2012) (quoting Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Packard Press, Inc., 281
F.3d 1261, 1268, 62 USPQ2d 1001, 1005 (Fed. Cir. 2002)). Thus, applicant’s and registrant’s goods
are identical in part and related. See, e.g., In re i.am.symbolic, llc, 127 USPQ2d 1627, 1629 (TTAB
2018).

Furthermore, the goods at issue are related because the goods commonly emanate from the same
commercia entity. In support thereof, the examining attorney has attached Internet evidence from
producers and retailers of trailer hitch and tow bar accessories ("Exhibit B"). This evidence establishes
that the same entity, such as Rigid Hitch, commonly manufactures trailer hitches and two bars, metal
locks for trailer hitches, and similar accessories, under the same mark, which are marketed and
provided through the same trade channels and used by the same classes of consumers.

Thus, the goods of the applicant and registrant are considered related for likelihood of confusion
purposes. See, e.g., Inre Davey Prods. Pty Ltd., 92 USPQ2d 1198, 1202-04 (TTAB 2009).

Conclusion
Because the applied-for mark and the registered mark are ssimilar and the goods are related, registration
isrefused for alikelihood of confusion under Section 2(d).

Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusa by
submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration. However, if applicant responds to the
refusal, applicant must also respond to the requirements set forth below.

Name Inquiry

Applicant must clarify whether the name Gus Hill in the mark identifies a particular living individual
and, if so, provide this individual’s written consent to register the name. See 37 C.F.R. §2.61(b);
TMEP 88813, 1206.03, 1206.04(a). To register a mark that includes or comprises the name of a
particular living individual, including a first name, pseudonym, stage name, or nickname, an applicant
must provide the individual’s written consent to register the name, personally signed by the named
individual. 15 U.S.C. 81052(c); TMEP 88813, 1206.03, 1206.04(a). In the present case, the
application does not specify whether the name in the mark identifies a particular living individual nor
doesit include awritten consent. See TMEP §8813.01(a)-(b), 1206.04(a), 1206.05.

If the name in the mark does not identify a particular living individual, applicant must submit a
statement to that effect. TMEP 88813.01(b), 1206.05. The following format is suggested: “The name
shown in the mark does not identify a particular living individual.” TMEP §813.01(b).

If the name in the mark does identify a particular living individual, applicant must submit both of
the following:



(1) A statement identifying the actual name of the individual and indicating that the name in the
mark identifiesthisindividual. TMEP §8813.01(a), 1206.04(a).

The following format is suggested: “The name shown in the mark identifies <specify actual
name>, a living individual whose consent to register is made of record.”

If the name is a pseudonym, stage name, or nickname, the following format is suggested: “Gus
Hill identifies <specify actual name>, a living individual whose consent to register is made
of record.”

(2) A written consent for applicant to register the name, personaly signed by the named
individual. TMEP 88813, 1206.04(a).

The following format is suggested: “I, <specify actual name>, consent to the registration of
my name, Gus Hill, asatrademark and/or service mark with the USPTO.”

For an overview of the requirements for names appearing in marks, and instructions on how to satisfy
the above requirements using the online Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) response
form, see the Name or Likeness of aParticular Living Individual in a Trademark webpage.

Applicant has a duty to respond directly and completely to this requirement for information. Seelnre
Ocean Tech., Inc., 2019 USPQ2d 450686, at *2 (TTAB 2019) (citing In re AOP LLC, 107 USPQ2d
1644, 1651 (TTAB 2013)); TMEP 8814. Failure to comply with a requirement for information is an
independent ground for refusing registration. In re SCPA Holding SA, 2021 USPQ2d 613, at *6
(TTAB 2021) (citing In re Cheezwhse.com, Inc., 85 USPQ2d 1917, 1919 (TTAB 2008); In re DTI
P’ship LLP, 67 USPQ2d 1699, 1701-02 (TTAB 2003); TMEP §814).

Additional Fee- Loss of TEAS Plus

Applicant must submit an additional processing fee of $100 per class because the application as
originally filed did not meet the TEAS Plus application filing requirements. See 37 C.F.R. 82.22(c);
TMEP 88819.01-.01(q), 819.03. Specifically, applicant failed to meet the following requirement: a
consent to register the mark from the person identified in the mark (or conversely, if appropriate, a
statement that the name or portrait in the mark does not identify aliving individual) was not provided.

The additional processing fee is required regardiess of whether applicant satisfies these application
requirements.

Accordingly, the application will no longer be treated as TEAS Plus; it is now considered a TEAS
Standard application. See 37 C.F.R. §2.22(c); TMEP §819.03.

Disclaimer Required

Applicant must disclaim the wording “USA” because it is primarily geographically descriptive of the
origin of applicant’s goods. See 15 U.S.C. 881052(e)(2), 1056(a); In re Societe Generale des Eaux
Minerales de Vittel SA., 824 F.2d 957, 959, 3 USPQ2d 1450, 1451-52 (Fed. Cir. 1987); TMEP
§81210.01(a), 1210.06(a), 1213.03(a).

The attached evidence from The American Heritage and Wikipedia shows that USA is a generally
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known geographic place or location, a country located in North America which is the third most
populous in the world ("Exhibit C"). See TMEP 881210.02 et seq. The goods for which applicant
seeks registration originate in this geographic place or location as shown by applicant’ s address, which
indicates it is in Florida, a state in the southeast of the United States ("Exhibit D"). See TMEP
§1210.03. Because the goods originate in this place or location, a public association of the goodswith
the place is presumed. See In re Hollywood Lawyers Online, 110 USPQ2d 1852, 1858 (TTAB 2014);
TMEP §81210.02(a) 1210.04.

Applicant may respond to thisissue by submitting a disclaimer in the following format:
No claim ismadeto the exclusiveright to use “USA” apart from the mark as shown.

For an overview of disclaimers and instructions on how to provide one using the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAYS), see the Disclaimer webpage.

Response Guidelines

Please call or email the assigned trademark examining attorney with questions about this Office action.
Although an examining attorney cannot provide legal advice, the examining attorney can provide
additional explanation about the refusal and requirements in this Office action. See TMEP 88705.02,
709.06.

The USPTO does not accept emails as responses to Office actions; however, emails can be used for
informal communications and are included in the application record. See 37 C.F.R. §82.62(c), 2.191;
TMEP §8304.01-.02, 709.04-.05.

If the applicant has any questions or requires assistance in responding to this Office action, please
telephone the assigned examining attorney.

How to respond. File aresponse form to this nonfinal Office action or file arequest form for an
extension of timeto filearesponse.

/Thomas Y oung/

Thomas Y oung

Examining Attorney
LO120--LAW OFFICE 120
(571) 272-5152

Thomas.Y oung@USPTO.GOV

RESPONSE GUIDANCE

* Missing the deadline for responding to this letter will cause the application to abandon. A
response or extension request must be received by the USPTO before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time
of the last day of the response deadline. Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS)
system availability could affect an applicant’s ability to timely respond. For help resolving
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technical issueswith TEAS, email TEAS@uspto.gov.

Responses signed by an unauthorized party are not accepted and can cause the application to
abandon. If applicant does not have an attorney, the response must be signed by the individual
applicant, al joint applicants, or someone with legal authority to bind a juristic applicant. If
applicant has an attorney, the response must be signed by the attorney.

If needed, find contact information for the supervisor of the office or unit listed in the
signature block.
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(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

GusHill

Mark Punctuated
GUSHILL

Trandation
Goods/Services

e 1C012. US019 021 023 031 035 044.G & S: Metal locking device for trailer hitch couplers. FIRST USE:
20001023. FIRST USE IN COMMERCE: 20001023

Mark Drawing Code
(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Design Code

Serial Number
87832159

Filing Date
20180313

Current Filing Basis
1A

Original Filing Basis
1A

Publication for Opposition Date
20180821

Registration Number
5600187

Date Registered
20181106

Owner

(REGISTRANT) GusHill Industries, Inc. CORPORATION CALIFORNIA P.O. Box 216022 Sacramento
CALIFORNIA 95821 (LAST LISTED OWNER) LIMINAL INDUSTRIES, INC. CORPORATION
CALIFORNIA 2511 CARSON WAY /PO BOX 216022 SACRAMENTO CALIFORNIA 95821

Priority Date
Disclaimer Statement
Description of Mark

Type of Mark
TRADEMARK

Register
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Blue Ox Alpha 2 Tow Bar (6,500 Ibs. cap.) & Baseplate Combo fits
Select Chevrolet Traverse (Includes Top & Bottom Shutters) (No
Adaptive Cruise Control)

§2,004.13

New Products!

Check out our new products!

Golf Cart Aluminum 10 Spoke Wheel with 205/50-10 GreenSaver Plus
G/T Tire

$139.95

New Products!

Check out our new products!

Custom Fit T-Connectors

Rear Mounted Receivers

Expand Your Summer Storage
Secure your cargo te prepare for the perfect summer outing!
Shop our favorite cargo management products such as bike
racks, cargo carriers and chains.

2023 Catalog

Our new catalog is officially out! View the digital catalog here.

- Prepare for Summer!
Expand Your Summer Storage

Secure your cargo to prepare for the perfect summer outing!
Shop our favorite cargo management products such as bike
racks, cargo carriers and chains,

‘Shop Summer Faw 5

2023 Catalog

Our new catalog is officially out! View the digital catalog here.

Digital 2023 Catalog

Shop Popular Categories
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Fifth Wheel Hitches

Underbed Gooseneck
Hitches

Tow Bars & Baseplates Weight Distribution
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Why Choose Rigid Hitch?

We are a family-owned company based out of Burnsville, MN, that specializes in trailer
hitches and towing products. Our company opened for business in 1957 as a manufacturer
of trailer hitches. Since then we are proud to say we have become an SO 9001:2015 certified
company. We are also continually adding new products to our inventory so you have the best
options to choose from. We have more than 65 years of experience and pride ourselves on
our top-notch customer service.

How does Rigid Hitch Customer Service stay awesome? They get training throughout the
year from our vendors and internal training team. Our employees like us, which means over
their years here they have amassed an extensive amount of product knowledge. We look
forward to helping you find your towing solution!




About Us Store Resources

Company Brands Catalog Request

Contact Us New Products Dealer Documents Rigid Hitch Inc.

Careers Customer Support Terms & Conditions 3301 West Burnsville Parkway

Learning Center Warranty Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
My Account

Shipping Information
Payment Methods
Returns Sign up to receive the latest news and updates as
well as exclusive offers for our subscribers.
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TRAILER HITCHES

Whatever you're towing along for the adventure, CURT has a trailer hitch for the job. Our USA-
made trailer hitches are built vehicle-specific, finished for industry-leading rust protection and fully
tested for safety.

SELECT YOUR VEHICLE
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Rear Mount Trailer
Hitches

Each CURT rear mount hitch is
made for a vehicle-specific fit.
They come in five classes,
broken out by weight rafing and
receiver size

Weld-On Trailer
Hitches

<p>Great for DlYers, CURT weld-
on hitches come with a class 5
weight rating, @ standard 2"
receiver and our highly durable
co-cured finish.¢/p>

Front Mount Hitches

A CURT front hitch is ideal for
meunting @ cargo carrier, snow
plow or other accessories while
retaining use of the rear receiver.

RV Trailer Hitches

Outfit your RY with versatile fowing
options with an RV frame-mounted
hitch or bumper hitch. Tow o frailer,
fiat-tow your vehicle or add cargo
space with @ hitch carrier.

Multi-Fit Trailer
Hitches

<p>Designed fo fit as many
vehicles as possible, CURT mulfi-
fit hitches are intended to be a
retail-friendly option for aur
dealers.¢/p>

ATV Towing

Tum your ATV or UTV info a
highly functional work machine
with CURT ATV towing products.
We offer ball mounts and a
cargo carrier.

Trailer Hitches Made for Your Vehicle & Lifestyle

Bumper Mount
Trailer Hitches

These versatile frailer hitches bolt
onto the beftom of a sfep bumper
and provide a standard 2" receiver
for towing light-duty trailers.

A CURT fow hitch is the link fo your lifestyle, equipping your vehicle for work or play and empowering you to pursue your passion. Our hitches are designed, manufactured, finished

and tested in the USA fo give you and your crew confidence for the road ahead.,

Our custom-fit hitch line is made up of both rear mount hitches and front mount hitches. We also offer multi-fit hitch options, bumper mount hitches, weld-on hitches, RV hitches
and ATV [ U

V hiteh solutions.
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CURT tow bars are tough, easy to use and highly tested for
safety. Wherever the road takes you, our flat tow bars are
engineered to help you enjoy your freedom and
experience peace of mind. Buy RV tow bars for your truck,
Jeep, SUV or car and find a confident connection to your
lifestyle.

HOW TO USE A TOW BAR =

31TEMS POSITION N,

FILTERS

BLANK(1)
CARBON STEEL(2)




RECEIVER TUBE SIZE

2INCH)

ROLL PAN MODIFICATION

NO@)

SKID PLATE TRIMMING

NO@)

WEIGHT CARRYING CAPACITY(WC)

7,500 LB(1)

MOUNT TYPE DESCRIPTION

BLANK(1)
NOT APPLICABLE(2)

SIDE APPLICATION TYPE DESCRIPTION

BLANK(1)
INOT APPLICABLE (2)

BROACHED PINION SHAFT

NO®)

CAPACITY

ook

RAMBLER STEEL RV TOW BAR (7,500 LBS., 2°

SHANK) 70001

Price $1164.95 USD

v

Find a dealer

UNIVERSAL TOW BAR WITH 2° COUPLER, 5,000
LBS, ADJUSTS 26" 1O 40" 19750
Price $246.95 USD

9 Find adealer

wokok ok

UNIVERSAL TOW BAR WITH 2° COUPLER, 5,000
LBS, ADJUSTS 26 TO 40" 19745
Price $276.95 USD

9 Find adealer

CURT Tow Bars Bring Convenience with You on

the Road
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KNOWLEDGEBASE

our RV when
ehind your RV
pare vehic ce you

s, Our fow bars allow you to s
extended distances, which gives you the freedom of hay

reach your destinatior

1 tow, your dinghy vehicle wil fist need a fow bar which has two long arms
dinghy vehicle to the RV hitch ri
cllowing for smaoth towing and turning without binding:

1. The f

v bar moves

fo side

You will ¢

eed to ensure your RY has the correct hifch, tow bar and vehicle base plate
mbination, as each sefup s different and
1 the tow bar, look u

e

ir vehicle by its year
. I yc

lat towing with a dolly, a be

Your RV will also n

icle,
racelver hitch heig

must be within 3 inches of the fow bar base plate. This ensures the

tow bar is close fo level with the ground
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TRAILER 5TH WHEEL GOOSENECK TOWING WEIGHT TRAILER PARTS & CARGO
HITCHES HITCHES HITCHES ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION ACCESSORIES MANAGEMENT

TOWING ACCESSORIES

Whether it's a ball mount, trailer ball. frailer hitch lock or hitch cover, CURT has the fowing
accessories you need to outfit your vehicle and trailer for a safe, successful journey. Our frailer hitch
accessories allow you to make the most of your adventure and enjoy every mile.

SELECT YOUR VEHICLE ©©

at 10:36:36, 07/03/2023

PISIGN IN




o @

OneControl

Auto

OneControl Auto

Trailer Balls

CURT traller balls are avallable in all
standard diameters and three finish
options to provide a perfect it for
your trailer coupler.

Fish Wire

Install carriage bolts in difficult-to-

ARmace hAlae with C1IDT fieh i

Rebellion XD Ball
Mounf and
RockerBall

These cushion hitch accessories

reduce Jerking and jarring for
more comfortable fowing.

»;ﬁ"z

Towing Security

Give yourself a securs connection
and peace of mind with CURT
hitch locks, hitch pins, anti-rattle kits
and more.

Wheel Chocks

Add stability and security to your

shirla Ar trilar itk eeat Af CLHDT

Ball Mounts

CURT offers & wide range of ball
mount options to fit any vehicle
and trailer. We offer all standard
shank sizes, including 3 x 3",

Hitch-Mounted
Accessories

Compatible with any 2" x 2
recsiver tube, these accessories
add great functionalty fo the front
or rear of the vehicle

Tow Hooks & Tow
Straps

Pinfle Hooks &
Mounts

Built for construction, agriculture
and military applications, CURT
pintle hooks and pintle mounts
offer superior towing power,

Hitch Tube Covers

<p>Profect your frailer hitch
receiver fube from grime,
moisture and debris when not in
use with a CURT hitch tube
cover</p>

Sway Control

Reduce the unsafe side-to-side

Pmtian A Ui i bl it A e



These wires are included with many
traller hitch purchases

Tow Mirrors

Minimize blind spots with a CURT
tow miror. It easlly mounts onfo
your existing mirrors and provides
better visibility around a larger
frailer,

Marine

Qutdoor
Cycling

Farm and Ranch

Heavy Duty

wheel chocks or a key-operated
wheel chock lock

ATV Towing

ATV fowing accesseries allow
you to fackle projects around
the yard and in the field

ose from ball mounts, cargo
carriers and more,

IV yoUIEN IFCOVETY 1UWIY
capabiliies with CURT fow hooks
and straps. We offer bolt-on
receiver-mount tow haoks.

Fabrication
Components

Great for welding projects In the
shop or on your vehicle, CURT fab
components include receiver
tubing. hitch bars and more.

i g v ey
control unit mounted on your WD
hitch or sway tab ball mount,

DO MORE OF WHAT
YOU LOVE

At CURT, our goal isntjust fo produce a stronger frailer hifch or @ more dependable

wiring harness. We want to give you the means fo enjoy yourlifestyle. Whether

you're towing 30,000 pounds ef industrial equipment or packing up for a weekend

Motorsports getaway, CURT offers you fhe freedomio pursue your passion and fhe peace of
mind fo enjoy every mile of if.

RV and Camping

ganrog READ MORE —




CURT Trailer Hitch Accessories Make Towing Simple & Easy

CURT traller hitch accessories are a rel

ipme

e and frusted choice for anyone looking fo ha

te

ories and products, CURT

fe tenge of fowing

10 suit any n

ving

plication

CURT's towing

aceessory product line:
hitch ace

p includes trailer hitches. ba

sories and products are desig

mounts, go ball hitches, 5th wheel hitches, wiring connectors, brake controllers, hitch locks, pintle hooks and much

d use, making it easy for anyone fo fow with confidence.

ed to be easy to i

One of the distinguishing features of CURT fowing accessories is durability. CURT products are made from high-guality materials

are engineered o withstand the rigors of everyday,
heavy fowing

CURT also places a strong emphasis on safety, ensuring that our pr
ensure that they can t

meet or exceed industry stand

andle the daily stresses of towing and are designed fo

tow

safety. We rigorously feste
shaps on the road.

our towing accessories and products fo

elp you tow with ease while preventing

CURT towing accessories help you to fow with confidence. Our wide r

ge of frailer hitch c

sories and towing products provide exceptional dural

ity an

fety and make the road
chead stress and hassle free:

NY INFO LEDGEBASE o MARKETING RESOURCES
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SIGN UP FOR 5% ON YOUR FIRST ORDER =

BlueOxTowbars.com T Q) son~ W

Authorized Independent Ratailer Of Blus OX Products

= Shop by Category Free Ground Shipping On Eligible Orders! 877-895-1276

Home > Tow Bars, Tow Bars Parts & Accessories » Tow Bars

Tow Bars

11 Products  Show 12 v Per Page + Sort: Best Seller
Category -

——— | el 7'oe<'___

Pintle Hitch Mount

Shank Size "

[J2inch



[J 2-1/2inch
] Pintle Ring

() 2 inch trailer coupler

Tow Bar Gtw Capacity -

125,000 Ibs.
(216,500 Ibs.
(77,500 Ibs.
[2110,000 Ibs
(215,000 Ibs.
(21 20,000 Ibs.
(21 40,000 Ibs.

(3 2:1/2inch
] Pintle Ring

[Z) 2 inch trailer coupler

Tow Bar Gtw Capacity ~

125,000 Ibs.
[ 6,500 Ibs.
] 7,500 Ibs,
(110,000 Ibs.
121 15,000 Ibs
121 20,000 Ibs
(21 40,000 Ibs.

Tow Bar Weight -

D 28 Ibs.
[0 31 Ibs.
(2140 Ibs.
[0 45 Ibs.
[ 49 Ibs.
[0 53 Ibs.
[0 58 Ibs.

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX4375 Ascent Tow Bar.
7,500 Ibs. Tow Capacity for 2-1/2...

Part # BX4375
$1274.90 $1593.63

<

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX4375 Ascent Tow Bar.
7,500 Ibs. Tow Capacity for 2-1/2...

Part #: BX4375
$1274.90 5159363

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX4330 Acclaim Tow Bar,
5,000 Ibs. Tow Capacity fits 2"...

Part # BX4330
$679.00 $769.95

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox BX7470 Apollo Tow Bar,
15,000 Ibs. Tow Capacity, fits 2-1/.

f#: BX7470
$1483.90 $1854.88

B

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX7470 Apollo Tow Bar,
15,000 Ibs. Tow Capacity, fits 2-1/..

art #: BX7470
$1483.90 51854.68

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX7420 Avail Tow Bar,
10,000 Ibs. Tow Capacity fits 2"...

Part # BX7420
$1153.90 5144238
FAKIT 3 wms

BLUE OX
Blue Ox BX7520P Trion Tow Bar

with Pintle Ring, 20,000 Ibs. Tow...

Part # BX7520P
$2179.00 &

9.08
.05

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox BX7520P Trion Tow Bar
with Pintle Ring, 20,000 Ibs. Tow.

Part #: BX7520P
$2179.00 $2469.95

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX7380 Alpha 2 Tow Bar,
6,500 Ibs. Tow Capacity fits 2"...

Part # BX7380
$1021.90 127738
KK 2 moens

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Defense Tow Bar with
Pintle Ring

Part # BX77040
$2396.00 52

CIIID
—d-di_

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Defense Tow Bar with
Pintle Ring

Part #: BX77040
$2396.00 5271595

—

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX4370 Ascent Aluminum
Tow Bar 7,500 Ibs. Tow Capacity...

Part # BX4370
$1274.90 $1593.63



BLUE OX BLUE OX BLUE 0X

Blue Ox BX7460P Allure Tow Bar, Blue Ox BX7425 Avail 10,000 Tow Blue Ox BX7322 Adventurer
10,000 Ibs Tow Capacity, with Pint. Capacity Tow Bar for 2-1/2 Inch.. Universal Class 111 5,000 Ibs. Tow...
Part # BX7460P Part #: BX7425 Part #: BX7322

$810.46 5136295 $1153.90 5144238 $308.99 535195

+ Sort: Best Seller

Contact Us Your Info Is Secure Ordering & Shipping

About Us Safe Shopping Guarantee Ordering Questions? Sign Up for Our Newslette SO
Contact Information Privacy & Security Policies Track Your Shipped Order
Easy Returns Shipping Information Sign up to receive the latest news and updat

2 e offers for our subscrib
Reviews

577 Reviews
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Approved

Copyright @ 2022. All Rights Reserved

SIGN UP FOR 5% ON YOUR FIRST ORDER =

BlueOxTowbars.com (e voporstem mose pr . casor Q) son~ W

Authorized Independent Retailer Of Blue OX Products

= Shop by Category Free Ground Shipping On Eligible Orders! 877-895-1276

Home > Tow Bars, Tow Bars Parts & Accessories > Tow Bar Parts & Accessories

Tow Bar Parts & Accessories

1-120f 65 Products  Show 12 v PerPage + Sort: Best Seller
Category A

Tow Bar Covers

Tow Bar Adapters

Tow Bar Service Parts (20 L) l _!
Immobilizers (+ H H

Safety Cables



Brand

(] Blue Ox
(Z] Rigid Hitch
] Buyers
() Tow Ready

Diameter

D 1/2inch
(3 1/2inch and 5/8 inch
2 5/8inch

Brand

(] Blue Ox
Z Rigid Hitch
] Buyers
(2 Tow Ready

Diameter

(D 1/2inch
(J 1/2inch and 5/8 inch
2 5/8inch

BLUE OX
Tow Bar Adapter
Part # BX88133

$120.00 $174.95

FACTORY SHIPPED

)

BLUE 0X

Tow Bar Adapter
Part # BX88133
$120.00 $174-95

FACTORY SHIPPED

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox BX88207 Class |ll Base
Plate Safety Cable Kit - Permanen

Part if: BX88207
$63.99 67205

FACTORY SHIPPED

o

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Tow Bar to Reese Bracket
Adapter Kit

Part # BX88102
$89.95 $164-95

FACTORY =

&

Blue Ox Tow Bar to Reese Bracket
Adapter Kit

BLUE 0X

Part # BX88102
$89.95 $164-95

FACTORY =

&

Blue Ox (BX88225) Immobilizer Il
for 2-1/2 Inch Receiver Hitches,

BLUE OX

Part #: BX88225
$79.00 $89.95

FACTORY =

MO,

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Tow Bar To Roadmaster
Baseplate Adapter

Part # BX88178
$505.00 557295

FACTORY SHIPPED

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Tow Bar To Roadmaster
Baseplate Adapter

Part # BX88178
$505.00 &572-05

FACTORY SHIPPED

BLUE OX

2 Inch Coupler/Adapter for Blue Ox
Allure Tow Bar

Part #: BX88248
$430.00 548795

FACTORY SHIPPED

-

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Tow Bar To Roadmaster
Bracket Adapter

Part # BX88185
$152.00 $172-05

FACTORY SHIPPED

e

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox Tow Bar To Roadmaster
Bracket Adapter

Part i BX88185
$152.00 $+72:05

FACTORY SHIPPED

BLUE 0X

2 Inch Receiver Adapter for Blue Ox
Allure Tow Bar

Part i: BX88249
$450.00 £516.95

FACTORY SHIPPED

' 4



BLUE 0X BLUE 0X BLUE OX BLUE OX
Allure Tow Bar Clevis Adapter Blue Ox (BX88251) 2-1/2 Inch 2 Inch Receiver Adapter 2-5/16Inch Coupler/Adapter for
Receiver Adapter fits Trion. Blue Ox Allure Tow Bar
art if: BX88250 Part #: BX88253
rt #: BX88251 Part #: BX88259
$733.00 $836:95 $918.00 $1646:5

$918.00 &3

$612.00 560

t Sort: Best Seller

Contact Us Your Info Is Secure Ordering & Shipping

About Us Safe Shopping Guarantee Ordering Questions? ign Up for Our Newslette TSNS

Contact Information Privacy & Security Policies Track Your Shipped Order
Shipping Information Sign up to receive the latest news and updates a
exclusive offers for our riber

577 Reviews
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SIGN UP FOR 5% ON YOUR FIRST ORDER Sign Up for Our Newsletter [ submit

BlueOxTowbars.com (e oot tom mose o .0 cteron Q) sem W

Authorized Indepandent Ratailer Of Blu Ox Products

= Shop by Category Free Ground Shipping On Eligible Orders! 877-895-1276

Home > Tow Bars, Tow Bars Parts & Accessories > Tow Bar Parts & Accessories

Tow Bar Parts & Accessories

Now Shopping by 10 Products  Show 12 v Per Page 4
X Category: Locks & Pins

clear Al ez uapoG FRczcippNG = ez ciapoma

Diameter ’ “\b
O 1/2inch
[0 1/2inchand 5/8 inch (2

[ 5/8inch (&)




5/8 inch Extra Long Hitch Pin and
Clip for 2-1/2 Inch Receivers

Part # LHP-58
$8.99 §12.95
KA i

5/8 inch Extra Long Hitch Pin and
Clip for 2-1/2 Inch Receivers

Part #: LHP-58
$8.99 $12.95
KIRRK e

BLUE OX

Blue Ox BX8859 Baseplate Lock,
1/2 Inch Diameter, 15K Capacity

Part # BX8859
$32.00 $36.95

FREE ING

&

5/8 inch Extra Long Hitch Pin and
Clip For 3 Inch Receivers

Part # RLHP-58
$9.86 51995

FREE SHIPPING

5/8 inch Extra Long Hitch Pin and
Clip For 3 Inch Receivers

Part #: RLHP-58
$9.86 51655

N
ee®

BLUE 0X
Blue Ox BX88101 3-Lock Kit for

Locking Towbar to the Baseplate...

Part # BX88101
$89.95 516195

FREE SHIPPING

..

BUYERS
5/8 Inch x 4 Inch Hitch Pin & Clip
Part #: 66107

$6.92 $4495

FREE SHIPPING

BUYERS
5/8 Inch x 4 Inch Hitch Pin & Clip
Part #: 66107

$6.92 $11.95

FREE SHIPPING

5/8 Inch Straight Hitch Pin
Part #: HP-613

$4.99 525

BLUEOX

BX88219 Kit, 1/2 Tow Bar Retaining
Pins with Clip (2 each)

Part # BX88219
$22.99 $29.05
KKK 3 s

FREE SHIPPING

BLUEOX

BX88219 Kit, 1/2 Tow Bar Retaining
Pins with Clip (2 each)

Part #: BX88219
$22.99 $29.95
FAAKK 3 ciens

FREE SHIPPING

BLUE 0X

Blue Ox BX8858 Class Ill Receiver
Lock, 5/8, 20K

Part #: BX8858
$32.00 $36:95

CHAT



¢ - i

TOW READY BLUE OX

5/8 Inch Hitch Pin & Clip Blue Ox BX88177 Receiver Lock Kit,
(2) 172 Locks, (2) 5/8 locks (4...
Part #i: 63243

Part #: BX88177
$9.99 $15.95
$99.00 511295

4 | Sort BestSeller

Contact Us Your Info Is Secure Ordering & Shipping

About Us Safe Shopping Guarantee Ordering Questions? Sign Up for Our Newslette SIS

Contact Information Privacy & Security Policies Track Your Shipped Order
Easy Returns Shipping Information Sign up to receive the latest news and updates as well as

Z exclusive offers for our subscribers.
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https://schulinghitch.com/tow-bars-and-baseplates/ at 10:38:09, 07/03/2023

CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT © MONDAY - FRIDAY « 8A}

‘“ "LI “ AMES: (515) 233-2265
HITCH CONPANY . R HOIIES: (545 Has5808 HOME ~ PRODUCT LINE ¥  GALLERY ABOUTUS CAREERS  CONTACT

TOW BARS AND BASEPLATES

HOME > TOW BARS AND BASEPLATES

PRODUCT LINE

Tow Bars and Baseplates

If you want to tow your vehicle behind your motorhome, we can help! We have

equipped thousands of customers with a baseplate and tow bar system.

VIEW OUR

Product Line - Tow Bars and Baseplates

< BLUE OX

Make sure that your vehicle can be towed on all four wheels. Then give us a call for parts and pricing.

RVibrake




Blue Ox Baseplates

LEARN MORE

Our Company

Schuling Hitch Company was established in 1939 in
downtown Des Moines. Our family is committed to
offering quality products, competitive prices, and
exceptional service.

COPYRIGHT © + ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Blue Ox Tow Bars

LEARN MORE

Product Line

Receiver Hitches
Fifth Wheel & Goose Neck Hitches

Bike Racks and Cargo Management

Snow Plows and Salt Spreaders

Ames Store
216 ALEXANDER AVE
AMES, 1A 50010
(515) 233-2265

HOURS

MON-FRI « BAM - 5PM
SAT - BAM - 12 PM

RVI13 Brake System

LEARN MORE

Des Moines Store
5067 NORTHWEST 2ND STREET
DES MOINES, IA 50313
(515) 883-2500
HOURS

MON-FRI - 8AM - 5PM
SAT + BAM - 12 PM

WEB DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT BY SALTECH SYSTEMS



https://schulinghitch.com/receiver-hitches/ at 10:38:43, 07/03/2023

CALLTO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT © MONDAY - FRIDAY « BAM - 5PM / SATURDAY « BAM - 12PM

Sﬁ%g'h’“ﬂq_; | R WOME  PRODUCTLUINE -  GALLERY ABOUTUS CAREERS CONTACT

RECEIVER HITCHES

HOME > RECEIVER HITCHES

PRODUCT LINE

Receiver Hitches

Use a Receiver Hitch to tow your toys: a camper, a boat. motorcycles, and
more. When the weather is nice, your hitch provides the perfect means to
attach a bike rack. If you are short on cargo room, make use of a hitch
mounted cargo carrier. Each trailer hitch we install is designed to fit your make

and model of vehicle.

Give us a call to determine what application is available for your vehicle.

VIEW OUR

Product Line - Receiver Hitches



Class 1Receiver Hitches Class 2 Receiver Hitches Class 3 Receiver Hitches

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

LEARN MORE

-

Class 4 & Class 5 Receiver Hitches Front Mount Receiver Hitches Additional Parts for Towing

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

W Product Line Ames Store Des Moines Store

216 ALEXANDER AVE 5067 NORTHWEST 2ND STREET
DES MOINES, I1A 50313
Our Company Fifth Wheel & Goose Neck Hitches AMES.IA EOCT0

. Bike Racks and Cargo Management (515) 233-2265 (515) 883-2500
Schuling Hitch Company was established in 1939 in

. seplates HOURS
downtown Des Moines. Our family is committed to U R EANA T souRs

MON-FRI » 8AM - 5PM
P 3 ars MON-FRI - BAM - 5PM
offering quality products, competitive prices, and Snow Plows and Salt Spreaders st SAT - BAM - 12 PM

exceptional service.

COPYRIGHT @ - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

WEB DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT BY SALTECH SYSTEMS
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CALLTO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT © MONDAY - FRIDAY - BA}

‘H “ I_l “ AMES: (515) 233-2265
“ITG“ cu“pl'" ' DES MOINES: (515) 883-2500 HOME PRODUCT LINE v GALLERY ABOUT US CAREERS CONTACT

FIFTH WHEEL & GOOSENECK HITCHES

HOME » FIFTH WHEEL & GOOSE NECK HITCHES

PRODUCT LINE

Fifth Wheel & Gooseneck Hitches

Haul your trailer and then getthat ball out of your way! We offer several
options to haul your gooseneck trailer. The traditional B&W hitch is our best
seller. If you purchased a factory OEM option, we can supply you with the

ball/safety chain kits as well.

Only at the Ames Location

VIEW OUR

Product Line - Gooseneck Hitches




B&W Gooseneck Hitch Goose Plates OEM Ball & Safety Chain Kits

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE LEARN MORE
Known for its reputation. The B&W Gooseneck hitch We carry OEM Ball & Safety Chain kits for your truck if
has been provenwith its pin style lock system. Drop itis equipped with a factory 5th/gooseneck prep

the ballinto the receiver, and lock the ball in with the package.

handle in the wheel well.

This item is sold exclusively at the Ames
location. (515) 233-2265

Call for more information and pricing.

VIEW OUR

Product Line - Fifth Wheel Hitches

Companion™ Fifth Wheel Hitch The Companion OEM Patriot 16K™ Fifth Wheel Hitch

LEARN MORE LEARN MORE LEARN MORE

Call for more information and pricing



Our Company

Schuling Hitch Company was established in 1939 in
downtown Des Moines. Qur family is committed to
offering quality products, competitive prices. and
exceptional service.

COPYRIGHT @ + ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Product Line

Bike Racks and Cargo Management
TowBars and Baseplates

Snow Plows and Salt Spreaders

Ames Store
216 ALEXANDER AVE
AMES. 1A 50010
(515) 233-2265
HOURS

MON-FRI - 8AM - 5PM
SAT « BAM - 12 PM

Des Moines Store
5067 NORTHWEST 2ND STREET
DES MOINES, IA 50313
(515) 883-2500
HOURS

MON-FRI - 8AM - 5PM
SAT + BAM - 12 PM

WEB DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT BY SALTECH SYSTEMS
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WY TN Ty Y. emr
hmey dictionary

of the

English
Language

at 10:46:53, 07/03/2023

WTYW TN Y.

HOW TO USE THE
DICTIONARY

To look up an entry in The
American Heritage Dictionary of
the English Language, use the
search window above. For best
resuits, after typing in the ward,
click on the “Search” button
instead of using the “enter” key.

Some compound words {like bus
rapid transt, dog whistle, of
identity therl) don't appear on
the drop-down list when you
type them in the search bar. For
best results with compound
words, place a quotation mark
before the compound word in
the search window.

GUIDE TO THE DICTIONARY >

THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of
nearly 200 prominent scholars,
creative writers, journalists,
diplomats, and others in

USA
Share: W Tweet
abbr.
1. United States Army
2. or U.S.A. United States of America

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright 2022 by
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A country of central and northwest North America with coastlines on the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. It includes the noncontiguous states of Alaska and Hawaii and various
island territories in the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean. The area now occupied by the
contiguous 48 states was :lnpru].ly inhabited by numerous Native American peoples and
w3z coloized beginning in the 150 bv Spsm, France, the Netherlands, and England.
Great Britain of the and, after the French and
Indian Wars (1754-1763), the thwm 'l'ermnrvnnd Canada, The ariginal Thirteen
Colonies declared their independence from Great ‘Britain in 1776 and formed 2
government under the Articles of Confederation in 1761, adopting (1787) a niew
Constitution that went into effect after 1789, The nation soon began to expand we:twnd.
Growing tensions over the issue of black slavery divided the :mnhvdm! geographic
linez, sparking the secession of the South and the Civil War (1861-1865). The remainder
of the 18005 was marked b) increased westward expansion, industrialization, and the
influx of millions of imi its, The United States entered World War I1 after the
Japanese attack uw T on posti Hactior and emerged after the war as 2 world power.
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(disambiguation) and United States (disambiguation).

The United States of America (U.S.A. o USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S. or US) or
America, is a country primarily focated in North America. It consists of 50 states, a federal district, five major
unincorporated territories, nine Minor Outlying Isiands, and 326 Indian reservations. The United States is
the world's third-largest country by both land and total area.” It shares land borders with Canada to its north
and with Mexico to its south and has maritime borders with the Bahamas, Cuba, Russia, and other nations.”
With a population of over 333 million L] it is the most populous country in the Americas and the third most
populous in the world. The national capital of the United States is Washington, D.C_, and its most populous
city and principal financial center is New York City.

Indigenous peoples have inhabited the Americas for thousands of years. Beginning in 1607, British
colonization led to the establishment of the Thirteen Colonies in what is now the Eastern United States. They
quarreled with the British Crown over taxation and political representation, leading to the American
Revolution and proceeding Revolutionary War. The United States declared independence on July 4, 1776,
becoming the first nation-state founded on Enlightenment principles of unalienable natural rights, consent of
the governed, and liberal democracy. During the 19th century, the United States' political philosophy was
influenced by the concept of manifest destiny, as the country expanded across the continent in a number of
wars, land purchases, and treaties, eventually reaching the Pacific Ocean. Sectional division surrounding
slavery in the Southern United States led to the secession of the Confederate States of America, which
fought the remaining states of the Union during the American Civil War (1861-1865). With the Union's victory
and preservation, slavery was abolished nationally by the Thirteenth Amendrment

By 1900, the United States had established itself as a great power, becoming the world's largest economy.
After Japan's aftack on Pear| Harbor in 1941, the U.S. entered World War If on the Allied side. The aftermath
of the war left the United States and the Soviet Union as the world's two superpowers and led to the Cold
\War. During the Cold War, both countries engaged in a siruggle for ideological dominance but avoided direct
military conflict. They also competed in the Space Race, which culminated in the 1969 landing of Apollo 11,
making the U.S. the first and so far only nation to land humans on the Moon. With the Soviet Union's collapse
and the subsequent end of the Cold War in 1991, the United States emerged as the world's sole superpower.
The United States government s a federal republic and a representative democracy with three separate
branches of govemment. It has a bicameral national legislature composed of the House of Representatives,
a lower house: and the Senate, an upper house based on equal representation for each state. Many policy
issues are decentralized, with widely differing laws by jurisdiction. The U.S. ranks highly in

), The United States of America

United States of America

Motto: "In God We Trust'("!
Other traditional mottos:©?! [showl

he Star-Spangled Bannert®!

@show giobe (states and D.C. only)
Oshow the U.S. and its territories
Oshow territories with EEZ

Oshow all
Capital ‘Washington, D.C.
G 853N 77°01W
Largest city New York City

G 40733N 74700W

Official languages  None at the federal
levelf®]

measures of quality of life, income and wealth, economic competitiveness, human rights, innovation, and
education; it has low levels of perceived coruption and the highest median income per person of any polity in
the world. It has high levels of incarceration and inequality and lacks Universal health care. As a meiting pot

National language  English (ds facio)

Ethnic groups 61.6% White
(2020415181 12.4% Black
.0% Acian
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The U.S. is a developed country. Its economy accounts for approximately a quarter of global GDP and is the
world's largest by GDP at market exchange rates. The United States is the world's largest importer and
second-largest exporter. The United States is a founding member of the United Nations, World Bank,
International Menetary Fund, Organization of American States, NATQ, World Health Organization, and is a
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council. The U.S. is the foremost military power in the
world and a dominant political, cultural, and scientific force internationally.

Etymology

0.2% Pacific islander
10.2% two or more
races

8.4% other

Further information: Names of the United States and Demonyms for the United States
The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" dates back to a letter from January
2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan to Joseph Reed, George Washington's aide-de-camp. Moylan expressed
his wish to go “with full and ample powers from the United States of America to Spain” to seek assistance in
the revolutionary war effort ?*1271%] The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America”
was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette newspaper in Williamsburg, on April 6, 1776 1%
By June 1776, the name "United States of America” had appeared in drafts of the Articles of Confederation
and Perpetual Union, prepared by John Dickinson™®3] and of the Declaration of Independence, written by
Thomas Jefrerson. %!
Acitizen of the United States is called an "American”. "United States”, "American’, and "U.S." refer to the
country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). The word "American” rarely refers to topics or
subjects not directly connected with the United States [#2/

History

Religion (2021)7) 3% Christianity
40% Protestantism
21% Catholicism
2% other Christian
29% Irreligion
1% Buddhism

1% Hinduism
1% Islam
1% Judaism
2% other
2% unanswered
Demonym(s) American®lE]
Government Federal presidential
constitutional republic
« President Joe Biden
- Vice President  Kamala Harris
- House Speaker  Kevin McGarthy
= Chief Justice John Roberts
Legislature Congress
« Upper house Senate
= Lower house House of
Representatives

Main article: History of the United States
For a topical guide, see Outline of United States history.

Beginnings (before 1630)
Further information: Native Americans in the United States and Pre-Golumbian era

It is generally accepted that the first inhabitants of North America
migrated from Siberia by way of the Bering land bridge and arrived
at least 12,000 years ago: however, some evidence suggests an
even earlier date of arrival 21341351 The Clovis culture, which
appeared around 11,000 BC. is belleved {0 represent the first wave
of human settlement of the Americas P¥17) This was likely the first

; of three major waves of migration into North America; later waves
Clif Palace, located in present-day & brought the ancestors of present-day Athabaskans, Aleuts, and

Colorado, was built by the Ancestral Eskimos. 138!
Puebloans between AD 1190 and
1260 Over time, indigenous cultures in North America grew increasingly

sophisticated, and some, such as the pre-Columbian Mississippian
culture in the southeast, developed advanced agriculture,
architecture, and complex societies.* The city-state of Canokia is the largest, most complex pre-Columbian
149 1n the Four Cormers region, Ancestral Puebloan
culture developed from centuries of agricultural experimentation **'! The Algonquian are one of the most
poplous and widespread North American indigenous peoples. This grouping consists of the peoples who
speak Algonquian languages %! Histarically, these peoples were prominent along the Atlantic Coast and into
the interior along the Saint Lawrence River and around the Great Lakes. Before Europeans came into
contact, most Algonguian settiements Iived by hunting and fishing, although many supplemented their diet by
cultivating corn, beans, and squash (the "Three Sisters"). The Qjibwe cultivated wild rice ** The
Haudenosaune confederation of the Iraquois, located in the southern Great Lakes region, was

archaeological site in the modern-day United States.

Independence from Great Britain

- Declaration July 4, 1776

* Confederation  March 1, 1781

« Recognized ‘September 3, 1783

» Constitution June 21, 1788

» Last Amendment May 5, 1992

Area

= Total area 3,796,742 sq mi
(9,833,520 km?)¥)
(@rdfc))

* Water (%) 4667 (2015)

«Land area 3,531,905 sq mi
(9,147,500 km?) (3rd)

Population

2022 estimate 5 333,267,557

- 2020 census 331,449,2811'2 (3rd)

« Density 87isq mi (33 6/km?)
(185th)

GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate

* Total A 826.855 trillion!"!

nd)

- Per capita A 580,035 (5th)

GDP (nominal) 2023 estimate

- Total A 526.855 trillion"=!
(1st)

« Per capita A $80,035!3 (7th)

Gini (2020) A 39450

HDI (2021) Ao0921l
very high - 21st

Currency U_S. doliar ($) (USD)

Time zone UTC-410-12, +10, +11

- Summer (ST} uTC-410 -107

at some point between the twelfth and fiteentn centuries 4!

Estimating the native population of North America during European contact is difficult [**11*€] Douglas H.

Date format mm/ddiyyyy'®!
Driving side right™
Calling code +
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Ubelaker of the Smithsonian Institution estimated a population of 93,000 in the South Atlantic states and a ‘ 150 3166 code us |

population of 473,000 in the GuIF states 171 but most academics regard this figure as too low. % ‘ Internet TLD usl®l |

Anthropologist Henry F. Dobyns believed the populations were much higher, suggesting around 1.1 million
along the shores of the GuIf of IMexico, 2.2 million people living between Florida and Massachusetts, 5.2 million in

the Mississippi Valley and tributaries, and around 700,000 pecple in the Florida peninsula Ho1#81

The Italian explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano, sent by France to the New World in 1525, encountered Native
American inhabitants of what is now called New York Bay."*®! The Spanish set up the first settlements in Florida
and New Mexico, such as Saint Augustine, often considered the nation's oldest city* and Santa Fe. The French

their own along the: River and Gulf of Mexico, notably New Orleans and
Mobile. (501

C izati and ities (1630-1763)
Main article: Golonial history of the United States
Further infermation; European colenization of the Americas and Siavery in the colonial history of the United
States

Successful English colonizatien of the eastem coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at
Jamestown and with the Pilgrims’ colony at Plymouth in 1620.°1152 The continent's first elected legislative
assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses, was founded in 1619. Harvard College was established in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1636 as the first institution of higher education. The Mayflower Compact and the
Fundamental Orders of Connecticut for rept self-government and
constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies 5254 pany English settlers were
dissenting Christians who came seeking religious freedom. The native population of America declined after
European arrival for various reasons [5*I%8I57] primarily from diseases such as smallpox and measles 55151 gy
the mid-1670s, the British had defeated and seized the territory of Dutch settlers in New Netheriand, in the mid-
Atlantic region

In the early days of colonization, many European settiers experienced food shortages, disease, and conflicts with
Native Americans. such as in King Philip's War. Native Americans were also often fighting neighboring tribes and
European settlers. In many cases the natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food
and animal pefts: natives for guns, tools and other European goods.*” American Indians taught many settiers to
cultivate corn, beans, and other foodstuffs. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize” the
Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural practices and lifestyles. %2 However, with the
increased European colonization of North America, Native Americans were displaced and often killed during
conflicts [*%

European settlers also began trafiicking African siaves into Colonial America via the transatiantic siave trade 54
By the turn of the 18th century, slavery had supplanted indentured servitude as the main source of agricultural
labor for the cash crops in the American South. 15 Colonial society was divided over the religious and moral
implications of slavery, and several colonies passed acts for or against the practice (#6157

The Thirteen Colonies™ that would become the United States of America were administered by the British as
overseas dependencies. " All nonetheless had local governments with elections open to white male property
owners, except Jews and Catholics in some areas. 7% with very high birth rates, low death rates, and steady
settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly, eclipsing Native American populations ! The Christian revivalist
movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening fueled interest both in religion and in religious

Wap showing the approximate
Iocations of the Native American

nations, circa 16in century

The Mayflower Compact, which was &7
signed on the Mayflowerin 1620, set
an early precedent for sel-government
and constitutionalism.

The United Colonies in 1775: * Dark &3
Red = New England colonies. * Bright
Red = Middle Atiantic colonies. * Red-
brown = Southem colonies

liberty. 7% Excluding the Native Americans who lived there, the Thirteen Colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about a third that of Britain

Despite continuing new arivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas [

The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the of self- , but their unpr

periodically seek to reassert royal authority. 74!
Revolution and the new nation (1763-1815)

Main articles: History of the United States (1776-1789) and 1789-1849
Further information: American Revolution, American Revolutionary War, and Confederation period

The American Revolution separated the Thirteen Colonies from the British Empire, and ensuing American
Revolutionary War represented the first successful war of independence by a non-European entity against a

success motivated British monarchs to
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European power in modem history. By the 16th century, the American Enlightenment and the political philosophies
of liberalism were pervasive among leaders. Americans developed an ideology of republicanism, asserting that
government's authority rested on the consent of ihe governed. They demanded their "rights as Englishmen’ and
"na taxation without representation”.7*I78! The British insisted on administering the colonies through a Parliament
that did not have a single representative responsible for any American constituency, and the conflict escalated into
ar 771 Dectaration of Independence,a &

painting by John Trumbull, depicts the
In 1774, the First Continental Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, passed the Continental Association, which Committes of Fivel™ presanting tie

mandated a colony-wide boycott of British goods. The American Revolutionary War began the following year. The | draft of the Deciaration fo the.

Second Continental Congress, an assembly representing the United Colonies, unanimously adopted the Contimental Congress|dune 22,1776,
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776 (annually celebrated as Independence Day) "8 The Declaration L e

stated: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." Stephen Lucas called it "one of the best-known
sentences in the English language",["®! with historian Joseph Ellis writing that the document contains "the most potent and consequential words in
American history” * During the British Colonial era, slavery was legal in all of the American colonies, composed a longstanding institution in world history,
and "challenges to its moral legitimacy were rare”. However. during the Revolution, many in the colonies began to question the practice. "

In 1781, the Articles of Confeceration and Perpetual Union established a decentralized goverment that operated until 1789.7%) In 1777, the American
victory at the Battle of Saratoga resulted in the capture of a British army, and led to France and their ally Spain joining in the war against them. After the
surrender of a second British amy at the siege of Yorkiown in 1781, Britain signed a peace treaty. American sovereignty became internationally
recognized, and the new nation taok possession of substantial territory east of the Mississippi River, from what is present-day Canada in the north and
Florida in the soutn.1#2]

As It became increasingly apparent that the Confederation was insufficient to govern the new country, nationalists advocated for and led the Philadelphia
Convention of 1787, where the United States Constitution was authered and rafified in state conventions in 1788.

The U.S. Constitution is the oldest and longest-standing written and codified national constitution in force today.**!
Going into force in 1789, it reorganized the government into a federation administered by three branches
(executive, judicial, and legisiative), on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances. George
Washington, who had led the Continental Army to victory and then willingly relinquished power, was the first
President elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights, forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms
and guarantesing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791 5% The 1803 Louisiana Purchase almost
doubled the nation's area 5] Tensions with Britain remained. leading to the War of 1812, which was foughtto a
draw.®8! Spain ceded Florida and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.571

Wiliam L Sheppard “First Use ofa &1
Expansion and reform (1815-1860) Cotton Gin" (1790-1800), Harper's

kiy, Dec. 18, 1869
Main article: History of the United States (1760—1849) Vet bee

Regional divisions over slavery grew in the proceeding decades. In the North, several prominent Founding Fathers
such as John Adams, Roger Sherman, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and Benjamin Franklin advocated for the
abolition of slavery, and by the 1810s every state in the region had, with these emancipations being the first in the
Atlantic World %% The Missouri Compromise (1820) admitted Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state
and declared a policy of prohibiting slavery in the remaining Louisiana Purchase lands north of the 35°30 parallel
The outcome de facfo sectionalized the country into two factions: free states, which forbade slavery: and slave
states, which protected the institution; it was controversial, widely seen as dividing the country along sectarian
lines. ¢!

Temuwa\ acquusmung ofthe United &1
In the South, the invention of the cotton gin spurred entrenchment of slavery, with regional elites and intellectuals States between 1783 and 1917. The
increasingly viewing the institution as a positive good instead of a necessary evil °% Although the federal later cessions were mostly inhabited by
government outiawed American participation in the Atlantic siave trade in 1807, after 1820, cultivation of the hignty oo

profitable cotion crop exploded in the Deep South, and along with it, the use of slave labor.#1%21%3 The Second

Great Awakening, especially in the period 18001840, converted millions to evangelical Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform
movements, including abolitionism:®*! in the South, ists and Baptists p among slave 85

In the Iate 18th century, American seftiers began to expand further westward, some of them with a sense of manifest destiny 18197 The 1803 Louisiana
Purchase almost doubled the nation's area °®! Spain caded Florida and other Guif Coast territory in 1819.%%! the Republic of Texas was annexed in 1845
during a period of expansionism, 7 and the 1846 Oregon Trealy with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest. "% As it expanded
further into land inhabited by Native Americans, the federal govemmem often applied policies of Indian removal or assimilation."*1"%2] The Trail of Tears
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of the Mississippi River'%%! and eventually confiict with Mexico."04 Most of these conflicts ended with the cession of Native American territory and their
confinement to Indian reservations. Victory in the Mexican—American War resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession of California and much of the present-day
American Southwest, with the U.S. now spanning the continent [%¥111%] The Califonia Gold Rush of 1848—1849 spurred migration to the Pacific coast,
which led to the California Genocide!"*®! and the creation of additional western states.!"*"]

Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1876)
Main articie: History of the United States (1849-1865)
Further information: Slave stales and free states, American Givil War, and Reconsiruction era
See also: Lost Cause of the Confederacy

Ireconcilable sectional conflict regarding the ensiavement of those of black African descent! %] was the primary
cause of the American Civil War " With the 1860 election of Republican Abraham Lincoln, conventions in eleven
slave states—all in the Southern United States—declared secession and formed the Confederate States of
America, while the federal govemment (the *Union") maintained that secession was unconstitutional and
iliegitimate. "% On April 12, 1861, the Confederacy initiated military conflict by bombarding Fort Sumter. a federal
garison in Charleston harbor, South Carolina. The ensuing Civil War (1861-1865) was the deadliest military

conflict in American history resulting in the deaths of approximately 620,000 soldiers from both sides and upwards
of 50,000 civilians, almost all of them in the South ['1]

Status of the states, 1861 &
[l Siave states seceding before April
Reconstruction began in eamest following the defeat of the Confederates. While President Lincoln attempted to 15, 1881
foster reconciliation between the Union and former Confederacy, his assassination on April 14, 1865 drove a | I
[[] union states permiting siavery
[l Union states banning slavery
[] Temitories

wedge between North and South again. Republicans in the federal government made it their goal to oversee the
rebuilding of the South and to ensure the rights of African Americans, and the so-called Reconstruction

1o the Constitution guaranteed the of slavery, full citizenship to Americans of African
descent, and sufirage for adult Black males. They persisted until the Compromise of 1877. Influential Southern

whites, calling themselves "Redeemers”, took local control of the South after the end of Reconstruction, beginning the nadir of American race relations.
From 1890 to 1910, the Redeemers established so-called Jim Crow laws, disenfranchising aimost all blacks and some impoverished whites throughout the
region. Blacks would face racial segregation nationwide, especially in the South.!"'? They also lived under constant threat of vigilante violence, including
lynching {113

Development of modern America (1876-1914)
Main article: History of the United States (1865~1916)
Further information: United States in World War I, Economic history of the United States, immigration to the United States, Technological and industrial
history of the United States, Gilded Age, and Progressive Era

National infrastructure, including telegraph and transcontinental railroads, spurred economic growth and greater
settiement and development of the American Old West. After the American Civil War, new transcontinental railways
made relocation easier for seftlers, expanded intemal trade, and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[11%]
Mainland expansion also included the purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867.1""%! In 1893, pro-American
elements in Hawaii overihrew the Hawaiian monarchy and formed the Republic of Hawaii, which the U.S. annexed
in 1898. Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines were ceded by Spain in the same year, by the Treaty of Paris
(1898) following the Spanish-American War"''"! Neither the Foraker Act (1900). nor the Insular Cases (1901)
accorded US citizenship to Puerto Ricans. One month pnuHOVAmer\Can entry into World War I, citizenship was T EES Gl " =
extended to Puerto Ricans via the Jones—Shafroth Act (1917).1118160-83 |n November 1903, the US acquired a ""‘:m:’ami:"m:‘;;; k:hm?v _—
perpetual lease of the Panama Canal Zone via the Hay—Bunau-Varilia Treaty alter providing naval aid preventing Harbor. that was a major entry point for
Colombia from putting down the rebellion which led to the creation of an independent Panama. The logistics of the European immigration into the U.s.['"4]
November uprising were prepared in New York [''87 American Samoa was acquired by the United States in

1900 after the end of the Second Samoan Civil War''® The U S Virgin Islands were purchased from Denmark in

194711201

Rapid economic development during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent
industrialists. Tycoons like Comelius Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, and Andrew Camegie led the nation's
progress in the railroad, petroleum, and steel industries. Banking became a major part of the economy. with J. P
Morgan playing a notable role. The United States also emerged as a pioneer of the automotive industry in the early
20th century (22! n the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants from Southern and Eastern

Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country’s industrialization.|'2*! Electric liaht and the teleohone drastically
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changed communication and iban fe 29

The A boomed, b e Wi tangest 2 These dramatic'ch 5 Workers mass producing &
e American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest ['2%] These dramatic changes were accompanie Bt e s o

by significant increases in economic inequaltty, immigration, and social unrest, which prompted the rise of 19281211

organized labor along with populist, socialist, and anarchist movements 1281127111281 s period eventually ended

With the advent of the Progressive Era, which saw significant reforms including heaith and safety reguiation of

consumer goods, the rise of [abor unions, and greater antitrust measures to ensure competition among businesses and attention to worker conditions. The
Great Migration beginning around 1910 also brought millions of African Americans to Northern urban centers from the rural South [2¥]

Modern America and World Wars (1914-1945)
Main article: Hislory of the United Siates (1918-1945)
Further information: Roaring Twenties, Great Depression In the United States, United States home front during
World War li, and Military history of the United States during Worid War Il

The last vestiges of the Progressive Era resulted in women's suffrage and alcohol prohibition.[1301311132] The first ¢ : e
state to grant women the right to vote was Wyoming, in 1869, followed by seme other states!'3 before the The newly constructed Empire. =]
weomen's rights movement won passage of a granting women's sufirage in State Building in midtown Manhattan,
192014 The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War | in 1914 until 1917 when it joined 1932

the war as an "associated power" alongside the Allies of World War |, helping to turn the tide against the Central

Powers. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the
League of Nations. However, the Senate refused to approve this and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles that established the League of Nations.!'%

The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio for mass communication and the invention of early television.!'>® The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties ended
With the Wall Street Crash of 1929 and the onset of the Great Depression. After his election as President in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with the
New Deal economic policies. 137 The Dust Bow! of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western
migration.[38

At first neutral during World War 1, the United States began supplying war materiel to the Allies in March 1941 A
total of $50.1 billion (equivalent to $719 billion in 2021) worth of supplies was shipped in 1941-1945, or 17% of the
total war expenditures of the U.S ['*% On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan launched a surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor, prompting the United States to militarily join the Allies against the Axis powers, and in the following
year, o intern about 120,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans ['#I'*!] The U S pursued a "Europe first"
defense policy,#?I with the Philippines being invaded and occupied by Japan until the country's liberation by the
U.S--led forces in 1944-1945. During the war, the United States was one of the "Four Policemen’l! *3l who metto
plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union, and China.[1**I"#5] The United States emerged
relatively unscathed from the war, and with even greater economic and military influence [146]

Mushroom cloud formed by the &7
The United States played a leading rele in the Bretton Woods and Yalta conferences, which signed agreements on | Trinity Experiment in New Mexico, part
. : of the Manhatten Project, the first
new intemational financial institutions and Europe’s postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was achieved in -
detonalion of a nuclear weapon in
Europe, a 1945 international conference held in San Francisco produced the United Nations Charter, which history, July 1945
became active after the war! " The United States developed the first nuclear weapons and used them on Japan
in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945; the Japanese subsequently surrendered on September 2
ending World war (| (148111431

Postwar America (1945-2000)
Main articles: History of the United States (1945-1964), 1964-1980, 1980~1991, and 1991-2008

After World War I, the United States financed and implemented the Marshall Plan to help rebuild and economically
revive war-torn Europe; disbursements paid between 1948 and 1952 would total $13 billion ($115 billion in
2021).1"59 Ajso at this time, geopolitical tensions between the United States and Soviet Russia led to the Cold
War, driven by an ideological divide between capitalism and communism.[""] The two countries dominated the
military affairs of Europe, with the U.S. and its NATO allies on one side and the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact
sateliite states on the other.!'%?! Unlike the US, the USSR concentrated on its own recovery, seizing and
transferring most of Germany's industrial plants, and it exacted war reparations from its Soviet Bloc satellites using
Soviet-dominated joint enterprises. 1153 The U.S. sometimes opposed Third Worid movements that it viewed as
Soviet-sponsored. occasienally pursuing direct action for regime change against left-wing gevernments. 54
American trnana fanaht the eammimiat farees in the Karean War af 1050-1a52 1158 and the 11 harame Sxpaisen Ay s )3 lad i soburban
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R N T o TSI development and urban spraw, as
increasingly involved in the Vietnam War (1955-1975), introducing combat forces in 1965 155! Their competition 1 shown in this aerial pholograph of

achieve superior spaceflight capability led to the Space Race, which culminated in the U.S. becoming the firstand | Levittown, Pennsylvania, ¢, 1959.
only nation to land peaple on the Moon in 1969.1'55! while both countries engaged in proxy wars and developed

powerful nuclear weapans, they avoided direct military conflict. 152!

At home the United States experienced sustained economic expansion, urbanization, and a rapid growth of its population and middle class following World
War Il. Construction of an Interstate Highway System transformed the nation's transportation infrastructure in decades to come.!'7I'%81 |n 1959, the United
States admitted Alaska and Hawail to become the 49th and 50th states, formally expanding beyond the contiguous United States 15

The growing civil rights movement used nonviolence to confront racism, with Martin Luther King Jr. becoming a r
prominent leader ['5% President Lyndon 5 Johnson initiated legisiation that led to a series of policies addressing

poverty and racial inequalities, in what he termed the "Great Society" The launch of a "War on Poverty" expanded
entitlements and welfare spending, leading to the creation of the Food Stamp Program, Aid to Families with
Dependent Children, along with national health insurance programs Medicare and Medicaid. 8" A combination of
court decisions and legislation, culminating In the Civil Rights Act of 1968, made significant

improvements [1521116210184] peanwhile, a countercutture movement grew, which was fueled by eppositien to the
Vietnam Var, mainstream experimentation with psychedelics and cannabis, the Biack Power movement, and the

A
sexual revolution.!"®%! The women's movement in the U.S. broadened the debate on women's rights and made Martin Luther King Jr. gives his &1

famous *| Have a Dreanm” speech at
it K the Lincoln Memorial during the March
eventually spread to the rest of the developed world,["®8117] and the 1969 Stonewall riots in New York City on Washington, 1863.

marked the beginning of the modem gay rights movement in the West (18211691

gender equality a major social goal. The 1960s Sexual Revolution liberalized American attitudes to sexuality and

The United States supported Israel during the Yom Kippur War: in response, the country faced an oil embargo from OPEC nations, sparking the 1973 oil
crisis. The presidency of Richard Nixon saw the American withdrawal from Vietnam but also the Watergate scandal, which led to his resignation and a
decline in public trust of government that expanded for decades."7%! After a surge in female labor participation areund the 1970s, by 1985, the majority of
women aged 16 and over were employed ['7" The 1970s and early 1980s also saw the onset of stagfiation

After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan responded to economic stagnation with neoliberal reforms
and accelerated the rollback strategy towards the Soviet Union after its invasion of Afghanistan [ 72117311741175]
During Reagan's presidency, the federal debt held by the public nearly tripled in nominal terms, from §738 billion to

$2.1 trilion.”! "% This led to the United States moving from the world's largest intemational creditor to the world's
largest debtor nation ['77! The collapse of the USSR's network of satellite states in Eastern Europe in 1989 and the
subsequent dissolution of the country itself in 1991 ended the Cold War with American victory ['78II178I1801181]
ensuring a global unipoiarity™®2 in which the U S was unchallenged as the world's sole superpower [1%3] <
U.S. President Ronald Reagan (left) &1
and Soviet general secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev atthe Geneva Summitin

Fearing the spread of regional international instability from the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, in August 1991, President
George H. W. Bush launched and led the Gulf War against Iraq, expelling Iraqi forces and dissolving the Iragi-
backed puppet state in Kuwait "%l During the administration of President Bill Clinton in 1994, the U.S. signed the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), causing trade among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico to soar'®%
Due to the dot-com boom, stable monetary policy, and reduced social welfare spending. the 1990s saw the longest

economic expansion in modern U.S. history. '8!

New millennium (2000-present)
Main articles: History of the United States (1991-2008) and 2008-present

On September 11, 2001, al-Qaeda terrorist hijackers flew passenger planes into the World Trade Center in New
York City and the Pentagon near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people. "7 In response, President George
V. Bush launched the war on lerror, which included a nearly 20-year war in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021 and the
2003-2011 Iraq War."¥81'88] Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,'?Y widespread failures
in corporate and regulatory governance1%"!
to 2 housing bubble in 2006. This culminated i the financial crisis of 20072008 and the Great Recession, the
nation's largest economic contraction since the Great Depression 5%

and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reservel % led

E]

Barack Obama, the first multiracial’®*! President with African-American ancestry, was elected in 2008 amid the The World Trade Center in Lower
Manhattan, New York City after the

financial crisis ['® His signature legislative accomplishment was the Affordable Care Act (ACA), popularly known ‘Septamber 14 atacks i 2001

as "Obamacare”. It represented the U S. health care system's most significant regulatory overhaul and expansion
of coverage since Medicare in 1965. As a result, the uninsured share of the population was cut in half, while the
number of newly insured Americans was estimated to be between 20 and 24 million [1%%!
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After Obama served two terms, Republican Donald Trump was elected as the 45th president in 2016. His election is viewed as one of the biggest political
upsets in American and world history 17! Trump held office through the first waves of the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting COVID-19 recession

starting in 2020 that exceeded even the Great Recession earlier in the century %%

Political polarization increased beginning in the 2010s, with abortion access, same-sex marriage, the transgender
rights movement, lingering systemic racism, police brutality, undocumented immigration, mass shootings and
recreational marijuana use becoming central topics of debate. Several protests have since become among the
largest in U.S. history.['%¥12%%1 on january 6, 2021, supporters of the outgoing President Trump stormed the U.S.
Capitol in an unsuccessful effort to disrupt the Electoral College vote count that would confirm Democrat Joe Biden
as the 4sth president 201!

In 2022, the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to an abortion, causing another wave of
protests. 2% The United States responded to Russia and Belarus after their invasion of Ukraine, with the country
applying harsh sanctions on Russia and sending tens of billions of dollars of military and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine. 297

Geography

The United Stales Capitol in 2021
during the January 6 attack

Main article: Geography of the United States
The 48 contiguous states and the District of Columbia occupy a combined area of 3,119,885 square miles
(8,080,470 km?). Of this area, 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940 km?) is Contiguous land, composing 83.65% of
total U land area.?*4I%% Apout 15% is occupied by Alaska, a state in northwestern North America, with the
remainder in Hawail, a state and archipelago in the central Pacific, and the five populated but unincorporated
insular territories of Puerto Rico. American Samoa, Guam, the Northemn Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands 26! Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size benind Russia and China, and just
ahead of Canada.?""!
The United States is the worlds third- of fourin-largest nation by otal area (land and waler). ranking benind Russia
and Canada and nearly equal to China. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China

and India are counted, and how the total size of the United States is measured [I20%]

The coastal plain of the Atiantic seaboard gives way further inland o deciduous forests and the rolling hills of the
Piedmont 2% The Appalachian Mountains and the Adirondack massif divide the eastern seaboard from the Great
Lakes and the grasslands of the Midwest.2'® The Mississippi-Missouri River, the world's fourth longest river
system, runs mainly north-south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie of the Great Plains
stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region in the southeast 2191

The Rocky Mountains, west of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, peaking at over 14,000
feet (4,300 m) in Colorado 2'] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin and deserts such as the Chinuahua,
Sonoran, and Mojave 212 The Sierra Nevada and Cascade mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast, both
ranges also reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points in the contiguous
United States are in the state of California,”?'>! and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart. 2" At an elevation of
20,310 feet (5,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali is the highest peak in the country and in North America ' Active
volcanoes are common throughout Alaska's Alexander and Aleutian Islands, and Hawail consists of volcanic

.

‘Topographic map of the United

Denali, or Mount McKinley, in &
Alaska, the highest mountain peak in
North America

islands. The supervolcano underlying Yellowstone National Park in the Rockies is the continent's largest volcanic feature 2181

Climate

Main articles: Climate of the United States and Climate change in the United States
The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most ciimate types. To the east of the 100th
meridian, the climate ranges from humid continental in the north to humid subtropical in the south. ]
The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Many mountainous areas of the American West have
an alpine climate. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean in coastal
California, and oceanic in coastal Oregon and Washington and southem Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or
potar. Hawail and the southem tip of Florida are tropical, as well as its territories in the Caribbean and the
Pacific. 217!

States bordering the Gulf of Mexico are prone to hurricanes, and most of the world's tornadoes occur in the

Koppen Clmate Eygesof the Unied iates




> Economy

> Demographics

> Culture and society
See also
Notes

> References

External links

country, mainly in Tornado Alley areas in the Midwest and South.*'* Overall, the United States receives more
high-impact extreme weather incidents than any other country in the worid (22

Extreme weather has become more frequent in the U.S., with thres times the number of reported heat waves as in
the 1960s. Of the ten warmest years ever recorded in the 48 contiguous states, eight have occurred since 1998, In | KoPpen climate types ofthe U.S. &
the American Southwest, droughts have become more persistent and more severe 2211

Biodiversity and conservation
Main articles: Fauna of the United States and Fiora of the United States

The U.S. is one of 17 megadiverse countries containing large numbers of endemic species: about 17,000 species
of vascular plants occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and more than 1,800 species of flowering
plants are found in Hawail, few of which occur on the mainland.?2%l The United States is home to 428 mammal
species, 784 birds, 311 reptiles, and 295 amphibians,”?* and 91,000 insect species. 22!

There are 63 national parks which are managed by the National Park Service, and hundreds of other federally
managed parks, forests, and wildemess areas managed by it and other agencies “?%! Altogether, the government
owns about 28% of the country's land area, 2™ mostly in the western states 2% Most of this land is protected,
though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching, and about .85% is used for
military purposes. 22912301

Environmental issues include debates on oil and nuclear energy. air and water polution, protecting wildife, logging | The bald eagle has been the

and deforestation, 231222l ang climate change. #1234 The most prominent environmental agency is the national bird of the United States since
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.% The idea of wildemess has g

shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wildemess Act.?*®! The Endangered Species Act of

1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlite Service 237

As 02020, the U S. ranked 24th ameng 180 nations in the Environmental Performance Index.?*¥! The country joined the Paris Agreement on climate
change in 2016, and has many other environmental commitments 2! it withdrew from the Paris Agreement in 2020124” but rejoined it in 2021.24)

Government and politics

Main articles: Politics of the United States and Government of the United States
Further information: Pofitical parties in the United States, Elections in the United States, Pofitical ideologies in the United States, American patriotism,
and American civil religion

The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and several uninhabited istand
possessions. 24212431244 |1 s the world's oldest surviving federation, and, according to the World Economic
Forum, the oldest demacracy as well ®**! It is a liberal representative democracy "in which majority rule is
tempered by minority rights protected by law."2%! Major democracy indexes uniformly classify the country as a
liberal democracy.2*7) The 2022 Corruption Perceptions Index and Global Corruption Barometer rank the United
States as having low levels of both actual and perceived cornuption, 24512491

The United States Capitol, where &7
The federal government comprises three branches, which are headquartered in Washington, D.C. and regulated Congress meels: the Senale, left: the

by a system of checks and balances defined by the Constitution.2*! The bicameral Congress, made up of the House, right
Senate and the House of Representatives, makes federal law, declares war, approves treaties, has the power of
the purse,®" and has the power of impeachment, by which it can remove sitting members of the federal
government %2 The president is the commander-in-chief of the military, can veto legislative bills before they
become law {subject to congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet (subject to Senate
approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies through their respective
agencies 2% The Supreme Court and lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the President with
Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional 2541

The White House, residence ang &7
workplace of the U.S. President

The President serves a four-year tenm and may be elected to the office no more than twice. The President is not
elected by direct vote, but by an indirect electoral college system in which the determining voles are apportioned to
the states and the District of Columbia ?>*! The Supreme Court, led by the chief justice of the United States, has
nine members, who serve for life. They are appointed by the sitting President when a vacancy becomes

available 2%

The U.S. Constitution serves as the country's supreme legal document, establishing the structure and
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responsipiliues o1 tne federal govemment and fis relalonsnip WItn tne Inaiviaual siates. | ne Constiution nas been The Supreme Court Building, where &1
amended 27 times;**”! the first ten amendments (Bill of Rights) and the Fourteenth Amendment form the central the nation's highest court sits

basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and govemmental procedures are subject to judicial review, and any

law can be voided if the courts determine that it violates the Constitution. The principle of judicial review, not

explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v Madison (1803).25%

In the American federal system, sovereignty is shared between two levels of govemment: federal and state. Gitizens of the states are also governed by
local governments, which are administrative divisions of the states. The territories are di f the federal on
many issues is decentralized 259

The United States has operated under an uncodified informal two-party system for most of its history. aithough other parties have run canmnates,[ze"] What
the two major parties are has changed over time: the Republicans and Democrats presently are, and the country is currently in either the Fifth or Sixth
Party System.?®"] Both parties have no formal central organization at the national level that controls membership, elected officials or political policies; thus
each party has traditionally had factions and individuals that deviated from party positions ”®?! Since the 2000s, the country has suffered from significant
political polarization 263

Political subdivisions
Main articles: Poiltical divisions of the United States, State government in the United Siates, Local government in the United States, and U.S. state
Further information: List of states and territories of the United States, Indian reservation, and Territories of the United States
See also: Territorial evolution of the United States

Each of the 50 states holds jurisdiction over a geographic temitory, where it shares sovereignty with the federal government. They are subdivided into
counties or county equivalents, and further divided into municipalities. The District of Columbia is a federal district that contains the capital of the United
States, the city of Wasmngtun.m*] Each state has an amount of presidential electors egual to the number of their representatives plug senators in
Congress, and the District of Columbia has three electors 1265] Territeries of the United States do not have presidential electors, therefore people there
cannot vote for the president.2%¢)

Citizenship i granted at birth in all states, the District of Columbia, and all major U.S. territories except American Samoa.2701R57] The United States
observes limited tribal sovereignty of the American Indian nations, like states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject o
the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states. tribes have some autonomy restrictions. They are prohibited from making war,
engaging in their own foreign relations, and printing or issuing independent currency.®”"! Indian reservations are usually contained within one state, but
there are 12 reservations that cross state boundaries. 22!
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Foreign relations
Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States and Foreign policy of the United States

The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. and it had the world's second-largest

diplomatic corps in 201927 It is @ permanent member of the United Nations Security Council 7# and home to _
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the United Nations headquarters.27%! The United States is also a member of the G7,1278! G20,2771 ang OECD
intergovernmental arganizations. 72! Aimost all countries have embassies and many have consulates (official
representatives) in the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host formal iplomatic missions with United States
except Iran 27! North Korea,?®"! and Bhutan.?*"! Though Taiwan does not have formal diplomatic relations with
the U.S., it maintains close, if unofficial, relations ?*?! The United States also regularly supplies Taiwan with
military equipment to deter potential Chinese aggression (2831

The United States has a "Spacial Relationship” with the United Kingdom{224] and strong ties with Canada, 285
Australia, %8 New Zealand, 257 the Philippines, %81 Japan 2891 south Korea, 2% |srael 25" and several
European Unien countries (France, ltaly, Germany, Spain, and Poland).2%21 The U.S. werks closely with its NATO
allies on military and national security issues, and with nations in the Americas through the Organization of

The United Nations headquarters &7
has been situated along the East River
in Midtown Manhatian since 1952. The
United States is a founding member of
the UN

American States and the United States—Mexico-Canada Free Trade Agreement. In South America, Colombia is traditionally considered to be the closest
ally of the United States 2% The U.S. exercises full intemational defense authority and responsibility for Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, and Palau
through the Compact of Free Association.?*#! It has increasingly conducted strategic cooperation with India,?*% and its ties with China have steadily
deteriorated (22612971 The 1) 8. has become a key ally of Ukraine since Russia annexed Crimea in 2014 and began an invasion of Ukraine in 2022,

significantly deteriorating relations with Russia in the process. 29112991

Military
Main articles: United States Armed Forces and Military fistory of the United States
The President is the commander-in-chief of the United States Armed Forces and appoints its leaders, the
secretary of defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Department of Defense, which is headquartered at the
Pentagon near Washington, D.C., administers five of the six service branches, which are made up of the Army,
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Space Force. The Coast Guard is administered by the Depariment of
Homeland Security in peacetime and can be transferred to the Department of the Navy in wartime P°%! The United
States spent $877 billion on its military in 2022, 39% of global military spending, accounting for 3.5% of the
country's GDPB01392] The |J S has more than 40% of the world's nuclear weapons, the second-largest amount
after Russia %%

In 2019, all six branches of the U.S. Armed Forces reported 1.4 million personnel on active duty. " The Reserves
and National Guard brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million.2%4 The Department of Defense also
employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors. %] Military service in the United States is voluntary,
although conscription may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System 2% The United States has the

third-largest combined armed forces in the world, behind the Chinese People's Liberation Army and Indian Armed
307]

Forces.

Today, American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 11
active aircraft carriers, and Marine expeditionary units at sea with the Navy, and Army's XVIll Airborne Corps and
75th Ranger Regiment deployed by Alr Force transport aircraft. The Alr Force can strike targets across the globe
threugh its fleet of sirategic bombers, maintains the air defense across the United States, and provides close air
support to Army and Marine Corps ground forces, 20813091

B-2 Spirit, the stealth heavy
strategic bomber of the USAF

The Pentagon, near Washington, &
D.C., is home to the U.S. Department
of Defense.

The Space Force operates the Global Positioning System (GPS, also widespread in civilian use worldwide), the Eastern and Westem Ranges for all space

launches. and the United States's Space Surveillance and Missile Warning networks 1101311312

abroad,”'* and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel in 25 Toreign countries 14

Law enforcement and crime
Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States and Crime in the United States

There are about 18,000 U.S. police agencies from local to federal level in the United States '] Law in the United
States is mainly enforced by local police depariments and sheri's offices. The state police provides broader
services, and federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the U S Marshals Service
have specialized duties, stich as protecting civil rights, national security and enforcing U.S. federal courts' rulings
and federal laws. 1% State courts conduct most civil and criminal trials,*'71 and federal courts handle designated
crimes and appeals from the state criminal courts. 1211

As of 2020, the United States has an intentional homicide rate of 7 per 100,000 people **¥1 A cross-sectional
analysis of the World Health Organization Mortality Database from 2010 showed that United States homicide rates
“were: 70 fimes hiher than in other hiah-income countries. driven by 2 aun homicide mie that was 25 9 times

I The military operates about 800 bases and facilities

Incarcerated Americans
B 15202014

Total incarceration in the United &7
States by year (1920-2014)
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As of January 2023, the United States has the sixth highest per-capita incarceration rate in the world, at 531 people per 100,000: and the largest prison
and jail poputlation in the world at 1,767,200.32"1322 |n 2019, the total prison population for those sentenced to more than a year was 1,430,800,
corresponding to a ratio of 419 per 100,000 residents and the lowest since 1995 °%*! Some think tanks place that number higher, such as Prison Policy
Initiative's estimate of 1.9 million. 4] various states have attempted to reduce their prison via policies and

initiatives 521

Economy

Main article: Economy of the United States
Further information: Economic history of the United States, Taxation in the United States, United States federal budget, Federal Reserve, Income in the
United States, Poverty in the United States, Affluence in the United Stafes, and Income inequality in the United States
According to the International Monetary Fund, the U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) of $25.5 trillion constitutes
over 25% of the gross world product at market exchange rates and over 15% of the gross world product at
purchasing power parity (PPP).[*291'3] From 1983 t0 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%,
compared to @ 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7.°% The country ranks first in the world by nominal
GDP3" second by GDP (PPP).!™™! seventh by nominal GDP per capita,*2 and eighth by GDP (PPP) per
capita.™3] As of 2022, the United States was ranked 25th out of 169 countries on the Social Progress Index, which | The U.S. dollar (featuring George
measures "the extent to which countries provide for the social and environmental needs of their citizens 1(332) The NEn o Be qna e

in international transactions and is the
U.S. has been the world's largest economy since at least 1900173 world's foremost reserve currancy 201

=]

:

The United States is at or near the forefront of and ) in many economic
fields, especially in artificial intelligence; computers; pharmaceuticals; and medical, aerospace and military
equipment.**% The nation's economy is fueled by abundant natural resources, a well-developed infrastructure,
and high productivity *>® It has the second-highest total-estimated value of natural resources, valued at
US$44.98 trillion in 2019, although sources differ on their estimates. Americans have the highest average
household and employee income among OECD member states 1*>”! In 2013, they had the sixth-highest median
household income, down from fourth-highest in 2010 1238113391

The U.S. dollar is the currency most used in international transactions and is the world's foremost reserve -

g The News York Stock Exchange on 5
currency, backed by the country's dominant economy, its military, the petrodoliar system, and its linked eurodaliar Wall Street.the world's largest stack
and large U.S. treasuries market. "2 Several countries use it as their official currency and in others it is the de exchange by market capitalization of its
facto currency B4IB41] New York City s the world's principal financial center, with the largest economic output, and | listed companies®27!
the epicenter of the principal American metropolitan economy 242134313441 The New York Stock Exchange and
Nasdaq are the world's largest stock exchanges by market capitalization and trade volume 134913481

The largest U.S. trading partners are the European Union, Mexico, Canada, China, Japan, South Korea, the
United Kingdom, Vietnam, India, and Taiwan. 2] The United States is the world's largest importer and the second-
largest exporter after China.2*1 it has free trade agreements with several countries, including the USMCA 3491
The U.S. ranked second in the Global Competitiveness Report in 2019, after Singapore. %% Many of the world's
largest companies, such as Alphabet (Google), Amazon, AT&T, Apple, Coca-Cola, Disney, General Motors,
McDonald's, Nike, Meta, Microsoft, Pepsi, and Walmart, were founded and are headquartered in the United

States P Of the world's 500 largest companies, 124 are headquartered in the U.5 %51 Nikdimn Mankatian, Tite Wond s
largest central business district®28]

Viile its economy has reached a post-industrial level of development, the United States remains an industrial

power 5% As of 2018, the U.S. is the second-largest manufacturing nation after China 5% Despite the fact that

the U.S. only accounted for 4 24% of the glebal population, residents of the U.S. collectively possessed 31 5% of the world's total wealth as of 2021, the
largest percentage of any country. 4l The U S. also ranks first in the number of dollar and milli with 724 (as of 2021)358]
and nearly 22 million millionaires {2021).12581

However, wealth in the United States is highly concentrated: the richest 10% of the adult population own 72% of
the country's household wealth, while the bottom 50% own just 2%.°%! Income inequality in the U.S. remains at
record highs, *5°1
of the widest income distributions among OECD members ') There were about 582,500 sheltered and

unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S. in 2022, with 0% staying in an emergency shelter or transitional

Woldings of Family Weslth

with the top ifth of eamers taking home more than half of all income!**%! and giving the U.S. one

housing program.°°?! In 2018 six million children experience food insecurity. *®*! Feeding America estimates that - B
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will get their next meal or when 5% As of June 2018, 40 million people, roughly 12.7% of the U.S. population, CBO chartfeaturing U.S. femiy &

were living in poverty, including 13.3 milion children.*5%! wealth between 1989 and 201319571

The United States has a smaller v

{fare siale and redistribuies less income through government action than most

other high-income countries 2% It is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation nationally™5™) and is one of a few
countries in the warld without federal paid family leave as a legal right *5%! The United States also has a higher percentage of low-income workers than
almost any other developed nation, largely because of a weak collective bargaining system and lack of government support for at-risk workers, 2691

Science, technology, and energy
Main articles: Science and technology in the United States, Science policy of the United States, and Energy in the United States

The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research
since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing inter parts and the of a machine tool
industry enabled the U.S. to have large-scale manufaciuring of sewing machines, bicycles, and other items in the
late 19th century. In the early 20th century, factory electrification, the introduction of the assembly line. and other
labor-saving techniques created the system of mass production. %! in the 21st century, approximately two-thirds
of research and development funding comes from the private sector™ " In 2022, the United States was the
country with the second-highest number of published scientific papers ©7% As of 2021, the U.S. ranked second by
the number of patent applications. and third by trademark and industrial design applications. ®7! In 2021, the
United States launched a total of 51 spaceflights. 274 The U.S. had 2,944 active sateliites in space in December
2021, the highest number of any country.*7%! In 2022, the United States ranked 2nd in the Global Innovation jireai o o Moen dinmo i 1085
Apollo 11 mission. The United States is

Index 27 the only country that has sent crewed
missions 1o the lunar surface.

U S astronaut Buzz Aldrin saluting 51

As of 2021, the United States receives approximately 79.1% of its energy from fossil fuels. 77! In 2021, the largest
source of the country's energy came from petroleum (36.1%), followed by natural gas (32.2%), coal (10.8%),
renewable sources (12.5%), and nuclear power (8.4%).°77 The United States constitutes less than 5% of the world's population, but consumes 17% of the
world's energy. 7®! It accounts for about 25% of the world's petroleum consumption, while producing only 6% of the world's annual petroleum supply.®7%!
The U.S. ranks as second-highest emitter of greenhouse gases, exceeded only by China 3301

Transportation
Main article: Transportation in the United States

The United States's rail network, nearly all standard gauge, is the longest in the world, and exceeds 293,564 km
(182,400 mi). 22! It handles mostly freight, with intercity passenger service primarily provided by Amtrak, a
government-managed company that took over services previously run by private companies, to all but four
states. [(383](384)

Personal transportation in tne United States is dominated by automobiles [***! which operate on a network of
4 million miles (8.4 million kilometers) of public roads, making it the longest network in the worid #8287 The
Oldsmobile Curved Dash and the Ford Model T, both American cars, are considered the first mass-produced(2¢! -

and mass-affordablel®! cars, respectively. As of 2022, the United States is the second-largest manufacturer of Harstgioy Jacks on Atianta:
[390] International Airport is the world's
busiest by passenger t il

motor vehicles™*” and is home to Tesla, the world's most valuable car company. %" American automotive
company General Motors held the title of the world's best-selling automaker from 1931 to 2008 °°?! Currently, the
American automotive industry is the world's second-largest automobile market by sales. B and the U S. has the
highest vehicle ownership per capita in the world, with 816.4 venicles per 1.000 Americans (2014) 94 In 2017, there were 255 million non-two wheel
motor vehicles, or about 910 vehicles per 1,000 people 2%

The American civil airling industry is entirely privately owned and has been largely dereguiated since 1978, while most major airports are publicly

owned. %] The three largest airiines in the world by passengers carried are U.S -based; American Airlines is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US
Airways.®%7] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports, 16 are in the United States, including the top five and the busiest, Hartsfield—Jackson Atlanta
International Airport 2#8/%%81 As of 2020, there are 19,919 airports in the United States, of which 5,217 are designated as "public use”, including for general
aviation and other activities.'*""!

Of the fifty busiest container ports, four are located in the United States, of which the busiest is the Port of Los Angeles. 0" The country's inland
waterways are the world's fifth-longest, and total 41,009 km (25,482 i) 402

Demographics

Main articles: Americans. Demoaraphics of the United States. Race and ethnicity in the United Stafes. Reliaion in the United States. and Family
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structure in the United States

Population
See also: List of U.S. stafes by popuiation

The U.S. Census Bureau reported 331,449,281 residents as of April 1, 2020 %9 making the United Statesthe | Historical populaf |
third most populous nation in the world, after China and India. "% According to the Bureau's U.S. Population Clock, | T P;p - o
on January 28, 2021, the U S population had a net gain of one person every 100 seconds. or about 864 people Wm_

per day[**® In 2018, 52% of Americans age 15 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced,
and 32% had never been married [**7] In 2021, the total fertility rate for the U.S. stood at 1.7 children per
woman [***l and it had the world's highest rate of children (23%) living in single-parent households in 2019 [4%%

1800 5308483 351%
1810 7.239.881 364%
1820 9.638.453 331%
1830 12,866,020 335%
1840 17,069,453 RI%
1850 23,191,876 35.9%
1860 31443321 356%
1870 38,925,598 238%

The United States has a diverse population; 37 ancestry groups have more than one million members ‘1% white
Americans with ancestry from Europe, the Middle East or North Africa, form the largest racial and ethnic group at
57.8% of the United States population 11412 Hispanic and Latino Americans form the second-largest group and
are 18.7% of the United States population. African Americans constitute the nation's third-largest ancestry group
and are 12.1% of the total United States popuiation. 1% Asian Americans are the country's fourth-largest group.
composing 5.9% of the United States population, while the country's 3.7 million Native Americans account for about

1%.141% n 2020, the median age of the United States population was 38.5 years 4051 1880 50,189,209 28.9%
1890 62979766  255%

Immigration 1900 76212168 21.0%
Main article: Immigration (o the United Siates 1910 92008435 210%
The United States has by far the highest number of immigrant population in the world, with 50,661,149 1920 106021537  15.0%
people #3414 |n 2018, there were almost 90 million immigrants and U.S -born children of immigrants in the 1930 122775046 15.8%
United States, accounting for 28% of the overall U.S. population.1*' in 2017, out of the U.S. foreign-born 1940 132164569 76%
population, some 45% (20.7 million) were naturalized citizens, 27% (12.3 million) were lawful permanent residents, 1950 150697361  14.0%
6% (2.2 million) were temporary lawful residents, and 23% (10.5 million) were unauthorized immigrants. 1%/ 1960 179323175 %
The United States led the world in refugee resettlement for decades, admitting more refugees than the rest of the 1970 203392031 13.4%
world combined [*17) 1980 226545805  114%

1990 248709873 98%

Language
2000 261421906  132%
Main article: Languages of the United States
- 2010 308745538 97%
While many languages are spoken in the United States, English is the most common.'#%! Although there is no e e a5

official language at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements—standardize English,
and most states have declared English as the official language.*'%! Three states and four U.S. territories have
recognized local or indigenous languages in addition 1o English, including Hawail (Hawaiian),*2"] Alaska (twenty |
Native languages),?#2' South Dakota (Sioux) 122! American Samoa (Samoan), Puerto Rico (Spanish), Guam

2022 (est) 33328755717 0.6%

US. Decennial Gensus

(Chamorro), and the Northern Mariana Isiands (Carolinian and Chamorro).

In Puerto Rico, Spanish is more widely spoken than Englisn.[*2*]

According to the American Community Survey, in 2010 some 229 million people (out of the total U.S. population of 308 milion) spoke only English at
home. More than 37 million spoke Spanish at home, making it the second most commonly used language in the United States. Other languages spoken at
home by one million peaple or more include Chinese (2.8 million), Tagalog (1.6 millon), Viethamese (1.4 million). French (1.3 million), Korean (1.1 million),
and German (1 million). 424!
Religion
Main article: Religion in the United States
See also: List of religious movements that began in the United States
Religious affiliation in the United States is among the most diverse in the world!*2®! and varies significantly by
region*?”! and age 2%
The First Amendment guarantees the free exercise of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its
establishment #2220 The country has the world's largest Christian population!** ' and a majority of Americans
identity as Christian, predominately Catholic, mainiine Protestant, or evangelical. According to Gallup, 5% and 17%
reporting praying often or semetimes, respectively, and 46% and 26% reporting that religion plays a very important or /



fairly important role. respectively, in their lives.“>2 Most do not regularly attend religious services'“2%! and have low
confidence in religious institutions. 33! Until the 1990s, the country was a significant outlier among highly developed
countries, notably having a high level of religiosity and wealth, although this has lessened since. #3414351

> Economy
> Demographics

> Culture and society

According to Gallup and Pew 81-90% of Americans believe in a higher power*281437 ynile "31% report attending a Sel-identified religious affiation in
See also chureh, synagogue, mosque or temple weekly or nearly weekly today."***! In the "Bible Belt”, located within the the United States (2023 The Wall
: s8]
Notes Southem United States, evangelical Protestantism plays a significant role culturally. New England and the Westen SipsfionmekNORE ROl

United States tend to be less religious *’] Around 6% of Americans claim a non-Christian faith:*%! the largest of [l Protestantism (26%)
[l catnolicism (21%)
[ sust cnristian” (20%)
[l vormonism (2%)
Unitarianism (1%)

> References
which are Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism [***) The United States either has the first or second-largest

External links e

Jewish population in the world, the largest outside of Israel. "Ceremonial deism" is common in American
culture #291441] Argund 30% of Americans describe themselves as having no religion.*3#! Membership in a house of

worship fell from 70% in 1999 to 47% in 2020.1442] [ Judaism (25)
[[] Budaniem (2%)
Urbanization [T] Other religious afflation (2%)
Main articles: Urbanization in the United States and List of United States cities by population slam (1%)
B oA [ Nothing in particular (12%)
About 82% of Americans live in urban areas, including suburbs;2%% about half of those reside in cities with T Aanosticism (556

populations over 50,000.44% In 2008, 273 ir had over 100,000, nine cities had
more than one million residents, and four cities (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Housten) had populations
exceeding two milion **4! Many U S. metropolitan populations are growing rapidly, particularly in the South and

theism (4%)

st 4451
Largest metropolitan areas in the United States
2021 MSA population estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau
Rank Name Region Pop.  Rank Name Region  Pop.
1 New York Northeast 19,768,458 11 Boston Northeast  4.899,932
2 LosAngeles West 12997353 12 Riverside-San Bemardino  West 4,653,105
3 Chicago Midwest 9509934 13 San Francisco West 4,623,264
4 Dallas-FortWorth  South 7759615 14 Detroit Midwest  4.365,205
5 Houston South 7206841 15 Seatle West 4011553
6 Washington, D.C. South 6356434 16 Minneapolis-Saint Paul Midwest 3,600,512
7  Phiadeiphia Northesst 6,228,601 17 San Diego West 3,286,069
3 & Atlanta South 6144050 18 Tampa-St Petersburg South 3219514 S
Los Angeles 9 Miami South 6091747 19 Denver West 2,972,566 Dallas—F ort Worth
10 Phoenix West 4046145 20 Balimore South 2,838,327
Education

Main articles: Education in the United States and Higher education in the United States

American public education is operated by state and local governments and reguiated by the United States

2 Econony Department of Education through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend

> Demographics school from the age of five or six (beginning with kindergarten or first grade) until they turn 18 (generally bringing

> Culture and society them through twelfin grade, the end of high school); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.14451 of
See also Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% eamed a
i bachelor's degree, and 9.6% eamed graduate degrees 4] The basic literacy rate is approximately 99% P08114421

The United States has many private and public institutions of higher education. There are local community
colleges with generally more open admission palicies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. %l The U S.

= by Thomas Jefferson, is one of many
spends more on education per student than any nation in the world 1**%! spending an average of $12,794 Per year  pupjc colleges and universities in e
on public elementary and secondary school students in the 2016-2017 school year *>"1 As for public expenditures  United States.
on higher education, the U S. spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in
combined public and private spending.*2! Despite some student loan forgiveness programs in place, *5% student
loan debt has increased by 102% in the last decade,*** and exceeded 1.7 trillion dollars as of 2022.145%

- s e
> References The University of Virginia, founded &7
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The large majority of the world's top universities, as listed by various ranking organizations, are in the United States, including 19 of the top
25 [#56I4STI4SEI459] The country has by far the most Nobel Prize winners in history, with 403 (having won 406 awards).[*5%
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Health
See also: Healih care in the United Stafes, Health care reform in the United States, and Health insurance in the United Stafes

In a preliminary report, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced that U.S. life expectancy
at birth had dropped to 76.4 years in 2021 (73.2 years for men and 79.1 years for women), down 0.9 years from
2020. This was the second year of overall decline, and the chief causes listed were the COVID-1% pandenic,
accidents, drug overdoses, heart and liver disease. and suicides.'“2145%] | ife expectancy was highest among
Asians and Hispanics and lowest among Blacks and American Indian—Alaskan Native (AIAN) peoples 1484114851
Starting in 1998, the life expectancy in the U.S. fell behind that of other weafthy industrialized countries, and
Americans' "health disadvantage” gap has been increasing ever since.**®! The U.S. also has one of the highest
suicide rates among high-income countries, 57 and approximately one-third of the U.S. adutt population is obese The Texas Medical Center in =
and another third is overweight 5% According 1o CDC data, mortality rates among children and adolescents dowintown Houston is the largest
Increased by 20% from 2018 to 2021, 45914701 poyerty was the 4th leading cause of death for 2019, according toa | ™edical complexin the world 211
2023 study published in JALIA 471

In 2010, coronary artery disease, lung cancer, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases, and traffic collisions caused the most years of life lost in the
U.S. Low back pain, depression, musculoskeletal disorders, neck pain, and anxiety caused the most years lost to disability. The most harmful risk factors
were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity. high biood pressure, high blood sugar, physical inaclivity, and alcohol consumption. Alzheimer's disease.
substance use disorders, kidney disease, cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates. 72!
Teenage pregnancy and abortion rates in the U.S. are substantially higher than in other Westem nations, especially among biacks and Hispanics [*73]

The U.S. health care system far outspends that of any other nation, measured both in per capita spending and as a percentage of GDP but attains worse
health care outcomes when compared to peer nations. |74l The United States is the only developed nation without a system of universal health care, and a
significant proportion of the population that does not carry health insurance.*7*! The U.S ., however, is a global leader in medical innovation, measured
either in terms of revenue or the number of new drugs and devices introduced 147814771

Govemment-funded health care coverage for the poor (Medicaid, established in 1965) and for those age 65 and older (Medicare, begun in 1966) is
available to Americans who meet the programs' income or age qualifications. In 2010, former President Obama passed the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act or ACA, 7] with the law roughly halving the uninsured share of the population according to the CDC.H7%! Multiple studies have
concluded that ACA had reduced the mortality of enrollees #EUI#81482] fowever, its legacy remains controversial &%

Culture and society

Main articles: Gulture of the United States and Society of the United States

Americans have traditionally been characterized by a unifying belief in an "American creed" emphasizing liberty, equality
under the law, democracy, social equality, property rights, and a preference for limited government [#8514361
Individualism,¥¥™) having a strong work ethic, 38! competitiveness, “8% and altruism{#9014911492] are also cited values.
According to a 2016 study by the Charities Aid Foundation, Americans donated 1.44% of total GDP to charity, the highest
in the world by a large margin.*?*! The United States is home to a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and
values,#94I*9%1 ang exerts major cultural influence on a global scale, ***14%7] with the phenomenon being termed
Americanization %% As such, the U.S. is considered a cultural superpower 4%

Nearly all present Americans or their ancestors came from Eurafrasia (“the Old World") within the past five centuries %%
Mainstream American culture is a Western culture largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants with
influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa 49411501 More recent immigration

from Asia and especially Latin America has added to a cultural mix that has been described as a homogenizing melting

The Statue of Liberty
(Liberty Enlightening the

pot, and a heterogeneous salad bowl, with to, and often into, American e
culture.*#*I The American Dream, or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobiliy, plays @ key role in attracting  has become an iconic symbol
immigrants [592] whether this perception is accurate has been a topic of debate S9I5941595] while mainstream cutture of the American Dream 14!

holds that the United States is a classless society, %! scholars identify significant differences between the country's social

classes, affecting socialization, language, and values ! Americans tend to greatly value socioeconomic achievement, but being ordinary or average is
promoted by some as a noble condition. 128!

The United States is considered to have the strongest protections of free speech of any country in the world under the First Amendment 5% with the.
Supreme Court ruling that flag desecration, hate speech, blasphemy, and lese-majesty are all forms of protected expression. 51015115121 5 9016 Pew
Research Center poll found that Americans were the most supportive of free expression of any polity measured. "' They are also the "most supportive of
freedom of the press and the right to use the Internet without govemment 15181 1t s @ socially uniry=1¥ with permissive attitudes
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surrounding human sexuality.*'% LGBT rights in the U S. are among the most advanced in the world 518151715181
Literature and visual arts
IMain articles: American literaiure, American philosophy, Architecture of ihe Unifed States, and Visual art of the United States

In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of their cues from Europe. Writers such as.
Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, and Henry David Thoreau established a distinctive American
literary voice by the middle of the 15th century. Mark Twain and poet Walt Whitman were major figures in the century's
second half, Emily Dickinsen, virtually unknown during her lifetime, is recognized as an essential American poet 1519

In the 1920s, the New Negro Movement coalesced in Harlem, where many writers had migrated (some coming from the
South, others from the West Indies). Its pan-African perspective was a significant cultural export during the Jazz Age in
Paris and as such was a key early influence on the négritude philosophy.#2%!

There have been & multitude of candidates for the "Greal American Novel"—works seen as embodying and examining the
essence and character of the United States—including Herman Melvile's Mioby-Dick (1851), Harriet Beecher Stowe's
Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby
(1925), John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath (1939), Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird (1960), Toni Morrison's Beloved
(1987), and David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest (1996) 1321152215231

Mark Twain, American
author and humorist

Thirteen U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature, most recently Louise Gliick, Bob Dylan, and Toni

Morrison 24! Earlier laureates William Faulkner, Emest Hemingway and John Steinbeck have alsa been recognized as

influential 20th century writers 15251

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School was a mid-19th-century mevement in the tradition of European naturalism. The 1913 Armory Show in New York

City. an exhibition of European modernist art, shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scen b2 Georgia O'Keefle, Marsden Hartley, and others
with new, tyles, which would become known as American modemism.

Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism of Jackson Polleck and Willem de Kooning and the pop art of Andy Warhol and Roy
Lichtenstein developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism has brought global fame to American architects such
as Frank Lloyd Wright, Philip Johnson, and Frank Gehry.'27] Major photographers include Alfred Stieglitz, Edward Steichen, Dorothea Lange, Edward
Weston, James Van Der Zee, Ansel Adams, and Gordon Parks (2%

The most notable American architectural innovation has been the skyscraper. By some measures, what came to be known as a "skyscraper” in the modem
world, first appeared in Chicago with the 1885 completion of the world's first largely steel-frame structure, the Home Insurance Building. One culturally
significant early skyscraper was New York City's Woolworth Building designed by architect Cass Gilbert. Raising previous technological advances to new
heights, 793 Tt (233 m), it was the world's tallest building in 1913-1930.15291

Cinema and theater
Main articles: Ginema of the United States and Theater in the United States

The United States movie industry has a worldwide influence and following. Hollywood, a northern district of Los
Angeles, California, is the leader in motion picture production and ihe most recognizable movie industry In the
world 53953 1(532] The major film studios of the United States are the primary source of the most commercially
successful and most ticket selling movies in the world 53315341

Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in

the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the
1535} Wi d

forces of globalization *** The Acadery Awards. popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the - PR R A PR

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences since 1929,15°%! and the Golden Globe Awards have been held Angeles, California

annually since January 1944 537!

HOLLYNOOD.

-~

Director D. W. Griffith, an American filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar, and producerfentrepreneur
Walt Disney was a leader in both animated film and movie merchandising 1538] Directors such as John Ford redefined the image of the American Old West,
and, like others such as John Huston, broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is
commonly referred 1o as the "Golden Age of Hollywood", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,5*° with screen actors such as John Wayne and
Marilyn Monroe becoming iconic figures.5#%541] in the 1970s, "New Hollywood" or the "Hollywood Renaissance"5*2! was defined by grittier fims
influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period %*%

The 21st century has been marked by the rise of American streaming platforms, such as Netflix, Disney+, Paramount+, and Apple TV+, which came to rival
4115451

traditional cinem:
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Mainstream theater in the United States derives from the old European theatrical tradition and has been heavily influenced by the British theater 54% The
central hub of the American theater scene has been Manhattan, with its divisions of Broadway, off-Broadway, and off-off-Broadway. 15473 Many movie and
television stars have gotten their big break working in New York productions. Outside New York City, many cities have professional regional o resident
theater companies that produce their own seasons. The biggest-budget theatrical productions are musicals. U.S. theater also has an active community
theater culture.[54%1
Music

Main article: Music of the United States

American folk music encompasses numerous music genres, variously known as traditional music, traditional folk
music, contemporary folk music. or roots music. Many traditional songs have been sung within the same family or
folk group for generations, and sometimes trace back to such origins as the British Isles, Manland Europe, or
Africa 5491

The hythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music have significantly influenced American music at large

The Institution states, "Af influences are so fundamental to American music that there == E
would be no American music without them "> One instrument first mass-produced in the United States was the | Tne Country Music Hall of Fame
banjo, which had originally been crafted from gourds covered by animal skins by African slaves. 55715521 ganjos and Museum in Nashville, Tennessee

became widely popular in the 15th century due to their use in minstrel shows ! Country music developed in the

1920s, and rythm and blues in the 1940s. Elements from folk idioms such as the biues and what is known as old-time music were adopted and
transformed into popular genres with global audiences. Jazz was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington early in the 20th
century 553

Elvis Presiey and Chuck Berry were among the pioneers of rock and roll in the mid-1950s. Rock bands such as Metallica, the Eagles, and Aerosmith are
among the highest grossing in worldwide sales 53455515581 | the 19605, Bob Dylan emerged from the folk revival to become one of the country's most
celebrated songwriters. 1557 Mid-20th-century American pop stars such as Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra,#5% and Elvis Presley became global celebrities, 15531
as have artists of the late 20th century such as Prince, Michael Jackson, Madonna, Whitney Houston, and Mariah Carey. 559560 The musical forms of
punk and hip hop both originated in the United States. %'l American professional opera singers have reached the highest level of success in that form,
including Renée Fleming, Leontyne Price, Beverly Sills, Nelson Eddy, and many others. 552/

American popular music, as part of the wider U.S. pop culture, has a worldwide influence and following, °5! Beyoncé, Taylor Swift, Miley Cyrus, Ariana
Grande, Eminem, Lady Gaga, Katy Perry, and many other contemporary artists dominate global streaming rankings 15! The United States has the world's
largest music market with a total retail value of $4.9 billion in 2014.1555! Most of the world's major record companies are based in the U.S.; they are
represented by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) (5681

Mass media
Further information: Mass media in the United States
See also: Newspapers in the United States, Television in the United States, Internet in the United States, Radio in the United States, and Video games
in the United States

The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS), American Broadcasting Company (ABC), and Fox Broadcasting Company (FOX). The four major broadcast
television networks are all commercial entities. Cable television offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of
niches [557) As of 2021, about 83% of Americans over age 12 listen to broadcast radio, while about 41% listen to
podcasts % As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the U.S. according to the
U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC).'%%%! Much of the public radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR,
incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967 570

-known U S. include The Wall Street Journal. The New York Times, The Washington Post
and USA Today. 7" More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most commanly used language in
the United States behind English 172573 yitn very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned,
either by large chains such as Gannett or McClatchy, which awn dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains

The Comcast Centerin &1
that own a handful of papers; or, in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have Philadelphia, headquarters of

alternative news to 1t the: daily papers, such as New York City's The Village Voice or Los the Gomcast Corporation
Angeles' LA Weedy. The five most popular websites used in the U.S. are Google, YouTube, Amazon, Yahoo, and
Facebook, with all of them being American companies.[*74!

The video game market of the United States is the world's second-largest by revenue 75! Major publishers headquartered in the United States are Sony
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Games, and others °7%I577] There are 444 publishers, developers, and hardware companies in California alone 7

e ety Yy e ey 33

Cuisine

Main article: American cuisine

Further information: List of American regional and fusion cuisines
Early settlers were introduced by Native Americans to such indigenous, non-European foods as turkey, swest
potatoes, com, squash, and maple syrup. They and later immigrants combined these with foods they had known,
suchas wheat flour,®”% beef. and milk to create a distinctive American cuisine. %1%%1! Homegrown foods are part
of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays, Thanksgiving, when many Americans make
or purchase traditional foods to celebrate the occasion [#82)
The American fast food industry, the world's first and largest, is also often viewed as being a symbol of U.S.
marketing deminance. Companies such as McDonald's,*8% Burger King, Pizza Hut, Kentucky Fried Chicken, and
Domino's Pizza among others, have numerous outlets around the world,***l and pioneered the drive-through Acheeseburger served with fries &7

format in the 1940s.1%%%! Characteristic American dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, doughnuts, french fries, Spcniesiay
macaroni and cheese, ice cream, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various
immigrants *%81557] pexican dishes such as burritos and tacos and pasta dishes freely adapted from lialian sources are widely cansumed.%%%!

Sports
Main article: Sports in the United States
See also: Professional sports leagues in the United States, National Gollegiate Athietic Association, and United States at the Olympics

The most popular spectator sports in the U.S. are American football. basketball, baseball, soccer, and ice hockey,
according to a 2017 Galiip poll “%% While most major U.S. sports such as baseball and American football have
evolved out of European practices, basketball, volleyball, skateboarding, and snowboarding are American
inventions, some of which have become popular woridwide. %" Lacrosse and surfing arose from Native American
and Native Hawailan activities that predate European contact 7 The market for professional sports in the United
States was roughly $69 billion in July 2013, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and
Africa combined %21

American football is by several measures the most popular spectator sport in the United States:*** the National Amedean ootlfs hemost

= popular sport in the United States.
Football League (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl
is watched by tens of millions globally5*¥ Baseball has been regarded as the U.S. national sport since the late
19th century, with Major League Baseball being the top league. Basketball and ice hockey are the country's next two most popular professional team
sports, with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association and the National Hockey League, which are also the premier leagues worldwide for
these sports. The most-watched individual sports in the U.S. are goif and auto racing, particularly NASCAR and IndyCar 5%515%] on the collegiate level.
earnings for the member institutions exceed $1 billion annually,®*") and college football and basketball attract large audiences, as the NCAA Final Four is
one of the most watched national sporting events %%

Eight Olympic Games have taken place in the United States. The 1504 Summer Olympics in St Louis, Missouri, were the first-ever Olympic Games held
outside of Europe **® The Clympic Games will be held in the U S. for a ninth ime when Los Angeles hosts the 2028 Summer Olympics. U.S_ athletes
have won a total of 2,959 medals (1,173 gold) at the Qlympic Games, by far the most of any country, (500180 11602]

In intemational soccer, the men's national soccer team qualified for eleven World Cups, while the women's national team has won the FIFA Women's Weorld
Cup and Olympic soccer tournament four times each B The United States hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup and will host the 2026 FIFA World Cup along
with Canada and Mexico. 04

See also

* Founding Fathers of the United States

o Lists of U.S. state topics
« Outline of the United States

Notes
. 30 of 50 states recognize only English as an offiial language. The state of ] * The United States has a maritime border with the British Virgin Islands, a
Hawsail recognizes both Havaiian and English as official languages, and the British territory, since the BV! borders the U5, Virgin Islands. 2% BVI is a

atata of Alacka afficially raraanizas 3 Alacka Nativa lanmianss alanasids Britieh Ovaraaze Tarritar hut iteal i nat 2 nart of the |Initar Kinadam 27



> Economy
> Demographics
> Culture and society
See also
Notes
> References

External links

> Economy
> Demographics
> Culture and society
See also
Notes
> References

External links

English

6.~ The historical and informal demonym Yankee has been applied to
Americans, New Englanders, or northeasterners since the 18th century.

252 At3,531,900 5q mi (9,147 590 km?), the United States is the third-
largest country in the world by land area, behind Russia and China. By total
area (land and water), it s the third-largest behind Russia and Canad, i its
coastal and terrtorlal water areas are included. However, ff only fts internal
waters are included (bays, sounds, rivers, lakes, and the Great Lakes), the
U.S.is the fourthargest, after Russia, Canada, and China

Coastallterritorial waters included: 3,796,742 sq mi (8,833,517 km?)'®)
Only internal waters included: 3,696, 100 sq mi (9,572,900 km?)/'¢!
* Excludes Puerto Rico and the other unincorporated islands because they
are counted separately in U.S. census statistics.

. ~ After adjustment for taxes and transfers

a

_—

 See Time in the United States for details about laws governing time zones
in the United States

g. * See Date and time notation in the United States.

~ Asingle Jurisdiction, the U.S. Virgin Islands, uses left-hand traffic.

i. A The five major territories are American Samoa, Guam, the Northem

-

Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands. There are
eleven smaller fsland areas without permanent populations: Baker lsland,
Howtand Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atol, Kingman Reef, Midvway Atol
and Palmyra Atoll. US. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank, Navassa Island,
Serranila Bank, and Wake Island Is disputed. ™!

References

e border with the Dominican Republic 2 American
‘Samoa has a maritime border with the Cook Islands, maintained under the
Cook Islands—United States Maritime Boundary Treaty. 212! American
Samoa also has maritime borders with indepsndent Samoa and Niue 12

Puerto Rico has a maril

Py

A The US. Census Bureau provides a continuously updated but unofficial
population clock in adition to its decennial census and annual population
estimates: [1]e7

 New Hampshire, Massachusatis, Connacticut, Rhode Island, New York,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia
m. 4 John Adams, Thomas Jeflerson, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and
Robert R Livingston
n. 4 [The Soviet Union] instituted trading arrangements deliberately designed to
favour the country. Moscow controlied the Communist parties that ruled the
satellte states, and they followed orders from the Kremlin. Historian Mark
Kramer concludes: “The net outflow of resources from eastem Europe to the
Soviet Union was approximately §15 billion to $20 billion in the first decade
after World War I, an amount roughly equal to the total aid provided by the
United States to western Europe under the Marshall Plan.”
 People bom in American Samoa are non-citizen U.S. nationals unless one
of their parents is a U.S. citizen. 57 In 2019, a court ruled that American
‘Samoans are U.S. citizens, but the litigation is ongoing. 2541291

o

p. # This figure, like most official data for the United States as a whole, excludes
the five unincorporated teritories (Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana Islands) and minor
island possessions

 Inupiag, Siberian Yupik, Central Alaskan Yupik, Alutiq, Unanga (Alewt),
Dena'ina, Deg Xinag, Holikachuk, Koyukon, Upper Kuskokwim, Gwich'n,
Tanana, Upper Tanana, Tanacross, Han, Ahtna, Eyak, Tiingit, Haida, and
Tsimshian

o

¥,  Also known less formally as Obamacare

1.436USC §30222

2.~ "The Great Seal of the United States" (@ (PDF). U.S. Department of State,
Bureau of Public Affairs. 2003. Retrieved February 12, 2020.

3~ "An Act To make The Star-Spangled Banner the national anthem of the
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